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OVERVIEW
• Presentation (60 mins.)

• Q&A (30 mins.)

• Understanding Intestate Estates
• Intestate Records
• Locating Wills
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Understanding 
Intestate Estates

Voice of
Rhonda R. McClure
Senior Genealogist
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Understanding Intestate Estates
• Deceased individual did not create a will

• Heirs-at-law inheritance rules apply
– Could be spouse and children
– Could be spouse, children, grandchildren (of 

deceased children)
– Could be siblings
– Depends on state or locality

• Could be affected by community property laws
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Black’s Law Dictionary, 1st ed.
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https://tile.loc.gov/storage-services/service/ll/llglrd/2014504249/2014504249.pdf
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Inheritance Laws in the Nineteenth…
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Inheritance Laws in the Nineteenth…
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Seek Our Resources
• Citations lead to fuller 

treatments of topics

• Books may offer broader 
insight into your topics of 
interest

• New resources lead to other 
resources previously unknown

• Seeking this volume may find 
other volumes that list this in 
their bibliography
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Google.com
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Tip
Book reviews help 

determine if a book is 
worthy of buying

Class 4: Beyond the Grave

©American Ancestors; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 12



JSTOR.org

Search term: Carole Shammas 
inheritance
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Google.com
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Google.com
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Google.com
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Google.com

Yvonne Pitts, Family, Law, and Inheritance: A Social and Legal 
History of Nineteenth-Century Kentuky
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Pitts, Footnotes
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Friedman’s Dead Hands
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Intestate Indexes
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Intestate Indexes
• Administrators – usually an index to bonds, etc. 

for the court appointed administrator of the 
account

• If volume mentions wills, it is an index of all 
probate

• Look under the bond column:
– Ad – administrator
– Ex – executor (probate with a will)
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familysearch.org/en/search/catalog/koha:340607
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familysearch.org/en/search/catalog/koha:340607
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Grafton Co., N.H., Probate Index
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Tip
If an index mentions 

volumes, these are clerk’s 
copy books
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QUESTIONS?
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Intestate Records

Class 4: Beyond the Grave

©American Ancestors; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 28



Records

Copy 
Books Files
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Records
• Accounting or Final Distributions offer names of 

heirs-at-law (found in packets and clerk’s copy 
books)

• Receipts signed by heirs-at-law:
– May include locality of individual
– Only found in probate packets

• Probate packets can be 100s of images
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Grafton Co., N.H., Probate Index
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familysearch.org/en/search/catalog/koha:268917
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familysearch.org/en/search/catalog/koha:268917
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Final Report, vol. 1
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Final Report, vol. 1
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Final Report, vol. 1
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Final Report, vol. 1
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Final Report, vol. 1
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Final Report, vol. 1
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Tip
If you find a final 

report, seek out the 
records mentioned
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Inventory, vol.  16, 1880-1885
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Grafton Co., N.H., Probate Index
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Grafton Co., N.H., Probate, vol. 62

Appointment of Lucy J. Martin as 
administratrix to the estate of Henry 
Martin, deceased, of Canaan, N.H.
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Grafton Co., N.H., Probate, vol. 70

Inventory of the estate of Henry 
Martin, showing the totals of his:
• Real estate
• Various personal property 

sections, such as:
• Furniture
• Farming tools
• Livestock
• Stock certificates
• Books and maps
• Savings account cash
• Cash in hand
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Grafton Co., N.H., Probate, vol. 71

Accounting by Lucy J. Martin, 
Administratrix, shows items she has 
claimed (suggesting she is his widow):
• Money on hand
• Money in savings bank
• Interest of money in savings bank

It also shows the expenses she incurred 
for his funeral, etc.
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Grafton Co., N.H., Probate, vol. 67

Release of Dower 
Right – solidifying 
that Lucy J. Martin is 
the widow of Henry 
Martin. 

There is mention of 
”lineal descendants,” 
though they are not 
named.

She released her 
dower right of 1/3 
interest in the real 
estate so that she 
may instead receive 
1/3 of the whole 
estate (after debts), 
as allowed by N.H. 
law.
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Probate Packets or Files
• Include much more than what is recorded in the 

clerk’s copy books

• Includes every:
– Letter
– Receipt
– Document of proof

• Can have many documents
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Probate Packet 
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Accounting in Greenough Estate
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Accouting in Greenough Estate
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Two Wives?
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And a Son?
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Third Wife?
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Distribution – 3 Feb 1908
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QUESTIONS?
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Working with 
Other Records
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Working with Other Records
• Census

• Newspapers

• Land Records

Class 4: Beyond the Grave

©American Ancestors; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 57



Census – Real Estate Column
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Newspaper Announcements
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AmericanAncestors.org
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AmericanAncestors.org

Docket
Number

Name of
Deceased Late of {place} Year of

Probate
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AmericanAncestors.org
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AmericanAncestors.org
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AmericanAncestors.org
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Tip
Land records can clue 

you in to a person dying 
intestate
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Moultrie County, vol. I, p. 73

The undivided sixth part of the …
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Case Study

Land Record Clue

#1

Class 4: Beyond the Grave

©American Ancestors; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 67



Land Record Clue
• Use of term “undivided” with a percentage

• Mention of “as heir of ”

• Mention of “dower right” 

• Mention of many family members selling together
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Moultrie County, vol. I, p. 73

The undivided sixth part of the …
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Grantor Index – Moultrie, Illinois
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Grantor Index – Moultrie, Illinois

Class 4: Beyond the Grave

©American Ancestors; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 71



Grantor Index – Moultrie, Illinois
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Six Pieces
• From the Grantor Index:
– Benjamin Standefer, vol. I, p. 73
– Henry Standefer, vol. K, p. 255
– Jobe Standeford, vol. E, p. 92

• Where were the other deeds?

• Benjamin and Jobe sold to Jacob Seass and Henry 
sold to Edward H. Seass

• Check the Grantee Index for Seass
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Grantee Index – Moultrie, Illinois
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Brothers & Sisters
• From the Grantor Index:
– Benjamin Standefer, vol. I, p. 73
– Henry Standefer, vol. K, p. 255
– Jobe Standeford, vol. E, p. 92

• From the Grantee Index:
– Jacob & Temperance Moon, vol. G, p. 395
– Caleb & Mary Ann Vanmeter, vol. K, p. 346
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Jobe Standerfer, Vol E. p. 92
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Jacob & Temperance Moon, v. G, p. 395-6
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Benjamin Standefer, vol. I, p. 73
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Henry Standefer, vol. K, p. 255
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Caleb & Mary Vanmeter, v. K, p. 346
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Grantee Index – Moultrie, Illinois
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Elisha & Elizabeth Campbell, v. K, p. 76
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Looking at the Deeds
• From all the deeds I could prove that:
– Benjamin Standerfer was a son of Archibald 

Standerfer
– Identified five siblings for him
– Learned that his mother Sarah had remarried 

someone with the last name Goldsby
– Identified married names of three sisters
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Case Study
Land as a Probate 

Alternative

#2
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Probate Alternative
• Who are the parents of Nancy (Myers) 

Zimmerman
– b. Kentucky, 2 Sept 1798
– d. Hendricks Co., Ind., 28 July 1884
– m. Lincoln Co., Ky., 16 Oct 1816

• Was not mentioned in available wills

• Could land records prove her parentage?

Class 4: Beyond the Grave

©American Ancestors; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 85



Abstracting the Indexes
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Systematic Land Research
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David Myers Heirs – Deed – Part 1
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David Myers Heirs – Deed – Part 2
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David Myers Heirs – Deed – Part 3
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Systematic Land Research

Class 4: Beyond the Grave

©American Ancestors; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 91



Probate in Land
• In this example we saw all the members of the 

family listed in the single deed

• Sometimes each individual sells separately (such 
as in Case Study 1)

• With common given names it is necessary to 
identify if there are father and son entries

• Research ALL deeds for the given name of interest
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QUESTIONS?
Schedule a consultation

consultations@americanancestors.org

Hire Research Services
research@americanancestors.org
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Consultations
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AmericanAncestors.org/beyond-grave-uncovering-life-stories-death-records-0
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THANK YOU!
AmericanAncestors.org
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