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Piecing Together the Story:
Analyzing Records and
Drawing Conclusions

Class 3: Filling in the Gaps Between Records

David Allen Lambert, Chief Genealogist

£ American Ancestors.

A NATIONAL CENTER FOR FAMILY HisTORY, HERITAGE & CULTURE

Meet today’s presenter

David Allen Lambert
Chief Genealogist

Presentation (60 mins.)

* The challenge
* Records to “fill in the gap”

Q&A (30 mins.)
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The Challenge:
Gaps Between Records

* You may find that your ancestors’ circumstances
changed significantly between successive record sets
like the census, city directories, and tax records:

* Changes of address and migrations

* Changes to the family or household structure (births,
deaths, adoptions, boarders taken in, etc.)

 Economic and occupational changes

¢ And much more...

* In these situations, it's important to find other record
types to help you understand the context for these
changes and “fill in the gaps.”

Types of Records to

“Fill in the Gap”
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Church Memberships

Church Record Clues

MEMBERS OF THE CHURCH
¢ When they joined the g
church. This may indicate
when they arrived in the
community.

¢ Who their spouse(s) were.

« Did their children get
baptized in the parish and
join the church?

¢ Church disciplinary action
against them?

¢ When they moved to
another church or died

Census Records
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U.S. Federal Census Records
* The U.S. federal census created in 1790 has been a
valuable tool for tracking the movement of
families across the United States.
» After 1850, the entire household was named not
simply the head of household 1790-1840.
» Starting in 1880 the U.S. Census included the
relationship to the head of household.
11

Family of Alexander & Clista Poor

12
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1900 U.S. Census - Boston, Suffolk County
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1920 U.S. Census - Somerville, Middlesex County

15

©American Ancestors, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center



9/18/2025

Class 3: Piecing Together the Story: Analyzing Records and Drawing Conclusions

1930 U.S. Census - Dorchester, Suffolk County

16

Census Overview 1900-1930

* 1900: Boston (Dorchester), Suffolk County,
Mass.

* 1910: Milton, Norfolk County, Mass.
* 1920: Somerville, Middlesex County, Mass.

¢ 1921: Dorchester, Mass. - Alexander L. Poor dies

* 1930: Milton, Norfolk County, Mass.
* 1933: Dorchester, Mass. Clista A. (Gale) Poor dies

17

Lillian Mae (Poor) (MacDonald) Lea

18
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Lillian Mae Poor

* 1900-1910: On the census with her parents
* 1916: Married to Daniel Archibald MacDonald

* 1917: Daughter - Annabell MacDonald (stillborn)

* 1918: Daughter - Jessie Lillian MacDonald
* 1919: Daughter — Doris Frances MacDonald
» Where did she live after this?

19

1920 U.S. Census — Dorchester, Mass.

20

1921-1930

* 1921: Dorchester, Mass. Her husband Daniel A.
MacDonald dies.

* 1925: Dorchester, Mass. She remarries to John
Samuel Lea.

* 1925: Wakefield, Mass. Son - John S. Lea born
* 1925-1927: Move to Toronto, Ontario, Canada

* 1927-1930: Children Ralph, Alice and Joan born
in Toronto.

21
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22

1940: Dorchester, Suffolk County

23

Census Overview 1920-1940

* 1920 U.S. Census: Dorchester, Suffolk County, Mass.

* 1930 U.S. Census: Living in Toronto, Ontario

* 1931 Canadian Census: Living in Needham, Mass.

» 1940 U.S. Census: Dorchester, Suffolk County, Mass.
* 1950 U.S. Census: Dorchester, Suffolk County, Mass.

» 1960, 1970, 1980 U.S. Census: Stoughton, Norfolk
County, Mass.

24
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Tax Records

Census Substitute

* Tax records should be treated as a census
substitute (ex. 1890 Census)

* They place someone in a specific location and
year (sometimes down to the month)

 Annually recorded in most cases. Good to use
between the decennial census records.

26

www.familysearch.org

27
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ffingham County, Tllinois 1890 tax lists, vol. 1
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Illinois

29

Financial Wealth

* Tax records can help lead you to land deeds, to
learn more about an ancestor's property

* Many tax records describe the types of buildings
that the taxpayer had (house, mill, etc.),
sometimes down to the acreage

30
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Build a Timeline

* You can follow the taxpayer over multiple years to
build a timeline of their life.

* Free white males 16 or older were required to pay
taxes in colonial America

* Free white single or widowed women also paid
taxes (femme sole status)

* The absence of someone from a tax record usually
indicates someone moved or died

31

QUESTIONS?

Land Records

Proprietor Records and Deeds
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Who Were Proprietors?

* The colony courts assigned grants of land to
groups of settlers.

* These settlers formed Proprietorship Committees
to distribute land to settle towns.

* These records in many cases pre-date the county
deeds recorded for a community.

34

Where to find proprietor records?
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Tip:
Tax Records can
indicate when your

ancestor was paying
real estate tax

Tax Records of Proprietors

38

Tip:

You ancestor did not need to

reside in a community to own
land there.
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Proprietorship Maps with Abutters

40

Use Proprietor records to determine the

earliest date of settlement for your family in
the 17th and 18th century.

Land Deeds
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Land Measurements

« 1 mile: 80 chains, 320 poles, rods or perches = 5,280 ft.

« 1 chain: 4 poles, rods perches is 66 ft., or 100 links.

« 1 pole, rod or perch: 25 links, 16 % ft.
o 1 link: 7.92 inches

44

Tips for Analyzing Land Deeds

* Note where the buyer and seller's residence is at the time of the sale.
This is a key clue for identifying migration.

¢ Look for deeds where a husband is selling property. If his wife is living,
first name will be referenced in the deed and/or the court inquiry to
release her dower.

* Note the deed witnesses and abutting neighbors. They may be relatives
of either party.

* Look for phrases like "in consideration of natural affection” to identify
family members.

*  Quit claim and power of attorney deeds are useful for documenting the
children of a deceased parent.

45
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46

Published County
Histories “Mug Books”

What is a mug book?
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Mug Books

* Mug- The face or mouth
of a person informal; M-W

* Mug Books- county
history books which
included biographical
sketches of residents. They
were sold by subscription
in advance of printing at
the end of the 19% century
and beginning of the 20t -
centuries A to Zax (p. 180) ISP ot

9/18/2025

49

Evolution of County Books

» »

50

Centennial Proclamation

May 1876- President @
Grant endorsed a :
congressional resolution
recommending that
every county and town
produce- “an historical
sketch of said county or
town from its formation”

51
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Patriotic and Democratic

* Self-made success- not
just of the man, but also
the county/town

* Immigrants were
included as pioneers

¢ Rural, small town
accomplishment

* Part of the larger,
national narrative

52

Portrait and Biographical Record of
Lee County, Illlinois

“Instead of going to musty records, and taking therefrom dry
statistical matter that can be appreciated by but few; our corps

of writers have gone to the people, the men and women who
have, by their enterprise and industry; brought the county to
rank second to none among those comprising this great and

noble State, and from their lips have the story of their life
struggles...a record of many whose lives are worthy the
Imitation of coming generations. It tells how some,

commencing life in poverty; by industry and economy have
accumulated wealth.”

53

Flowery Language and Stylized

Printing

“Our subject experienced all the hardships
and trials of pioneer life in a newly settled
country...in 1863 he rented a farm in Nelson
Township, and by careful economy was able,

in a few years, to purchase the farm that he
had rented, but did not have the cash enough
to pay the whole price at once. He now has
nearly the whole of it under a high state of

cultivation, has cleared off the encumbrance,
freeing himself entirely from debt and has
made many fine improvements, including a
large barn built in 1883. His farm is one of the

most attractive places in this vicinity,
everything about it being kept up to a high
standard, showing the presence of a master
mind and hand”

54
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Who was included?

* White Males (some %’\;

females-spinsters/widowers)

* Farmers, Small
Businessmen, Professionals
(such as Lawyers and I
Doctors), teachers, and
religious officials.

* Living persons (some in
memoriam)

Ly Gkt otils Jotmpood,

55

Information Included

* Place and Date of Birth ¢ Occupation and Place of

Residence
* Names of Parents,

Siblings, and Children ¢ Migration History

(sometimes » .
grandchildren) * Military Service
* Ancestry * Marriage Information

« Political Affiliation * Fraternal Organizations

56

Are My Ancestors
Included?
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9/18/2025

Popularity

1. ‘Representative Citizens’- 500-1000
subscriptions were essential to the profitability of the

book
2. Prosperity- Midwest $$, Southern States during

Reconstruction had limited funds (depending on the
book, $25 sketch and $125 portrait and sketch)

3. Small, Rural Towns- Northeast and Mid-Atlantic
are not as well represented because of their

demography

58

QUESTIONS?

The Social Register
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What is the Social Register?

* The Social Register is a semi-annual, privately published
directory of prominent American families.

* It originated in the late 19th century (first published in
1887 in New York City) as a way to document and
maintain the social elite and distinguished social standing.

* The Social Register traditionally included names,
addresses, club memberships, schools attended, and other
details of individuals and families, serving as both a
networking tool and a marker of status. Admission wasn't
by application but by invitation or acceptance from
within—one had to be vouched for by existing members,
making it a closed circle.
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Military Records
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Revolutionary War Pension
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Revolutionary War Pension
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¢ 1793: Living in Exeter, N.H.

* 1835: Genesee County, N.Y.
* 1841: Died at Attica, N.Y.

* 1775-1781: Living in Hampton, N.H.

* 1781: Living in Sanbornton, N.H.

* 1805: Child born in Sanbornton, N.H.

James Sanborn Pension Summary

« 1760: Born in Hampton, New Hampshire

* 1796-1799: Children born at Hampton, N.H.

¢ 1855: Widow applies for a Bounty Land Warrant Wyoming Co., N.Y.

68
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U.S. Army Register (War of 1812)
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Living Officers of the U.S. Army (1890)

William R. Parnell

1835 Born in Dublin, Ireland
1861: Enlisted Civil War from
New York

1867: Pitt River, California
1868: Boise, Idaho

1868: Camp Harney, Oregon
1877: White Bird Canyon, Idaho
1890: New York

1910: Died San Francisco,
California

72
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3 JEDEDIAH M. BIRD
oA 4 O] S Co. A

GAR Records

73

JEDEDIAH M. BIRD 3
Co. A 4th ok, 3 mos)  Sergt Co. A, 4ih Ink. 9 mos

Other“Gap”Fillers

©American Ancestors, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center

25



9/18/2025

Class 3: Piecing Together the Story: Analyzing Records and Drawing Conclusions

Obituaries from
multiple newspapers

) Dr. Henry S. Pelton. |

.|
Carleton, Mich.,, June 27.—Dr. Henry |
S. Pelton, of Waltz, for many years a |
resident ol that place and well known
person of Wayne county, died at his
home yestirday afternoon from blood |
poisoning, aged 8 years. Last winter
he suffered a frozen foot and never
fully recovered from the effect. He
leaves a widow and twelve children.
The funeral will be held from the
Waltz church tomorrow and he will he
buried at Romulus.

Detroit Free Press, June 28, 1904
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Compiled Genealogies
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218 AMERICAN PELTON GENEALOGY.
GENEALOGY IV Letta J., born Dec. 20, 1861; died Jan.

21, 1862,
V Mary E, born Nov. 18, 1863.
VI Gilbert M., born Scpt. 24, 1865.
VII Orlando J., born Dec. 25, 1867,

ILY ' VIII George H., born June 3, 1870.
PELTON FAM IX Charles E., born May 6, 1873.
212. Jonathan Pelton’, Jr., fourth son of Jona-
IN AMERICA. than', John’, John’, Samuel’, John, born probably in

Conneeticut, September 7, 1707; married about 182,
Caroline_E. Seymour, daughter of Josiah Seymour,

sy BEEORD o8 T3 DECRRDATS OF oW PELTON of New Hartford, N. Y. Butcher.~ Died in Utica,
u““é?, B DoRHEeTR MAss. N. Y., September 16, 1868. Removed from Connec-
NUARY 23d, 1685, ticut to Paris Hill, Oneida Co, N. Y., thence to

Sangerficld Centre, and to Oriskany Falls, N, Y.,
where- he lived in 1848; afterward to Utica, N. Y.
Children::
28

I Henry S, b. July 27, 1824; m. Nov. 23,
1849, Sarah Hopkins.

II Julia, born ——, 1834

111 Lucy J., born, 1846.

218. Henry 8. Pelton’, first son of Jonathan’,
Jnnalhal\ John Johe', Samuel, John’, born July 27,
1824, at New Hartford, Oneida Co., N. Y.; married
at Depere, Wis, November 13, 1849, to Sarah Hop-
kins. Physician, Ypsilanti, Mich.,in 1876, Children:

I Caroline E., born Jan, 22, 1851.

11 Charles J., born Sept. 20, 1853

11T Mary M, born Aug, 17, 1856.

1V Ella F,, bom Oct. 6, 1858.

V Wesley M., born Apr. 15, 1863.
P . VI William born Jan. 12, 1866.
Pelton Family in American (1892) VII Della A. Jbom N{w 4 1867,

ALBANY, N.
JORL THSELL'S 30N, T

79

College Alumni
Reunion Books

Harry Woodburn Chase
Box 491
Northport, N. ¥,
Fom WHO'S WHO IN AMERICA
19541955 Edition

EHarry Woodburn Chase, cducator; b. Groveland, Mass., Apr. 11,
1883; 5. Charles Merrill and Agaes (Woodburn) C; A.B., Darw
mouth, 1904, A.M., 1908; Ph.D,, Clark U., 1910; LL.D., Lenoit
Coll. and Wake Forest Coll,, 1920, U. of Ga., 1923, Dartmouth,
1925, U. of N.C., 1930, U. of Mich., 1932, Lafayette, 1934; Dr. of
Humanities, Rollins Coll., 1931; Lit.D., Columbia, 1934; m.
Lucetta Crum, Dec. 26, 1910; children—Elizabeth Woodburn (Mrs.
Marion Foy Stone), Carl Carter. Dit. clinic for sub-normal children,
Clack U, 1909-10; prof. psychology, U. of N.C,, 1910-18; acting
dean coll. of liberal arts, 1918-19, chmn. faculty, Jan.-June 1919,
pres., 1919:30; pres. University of Tll, 1930.53; chancellor, New
York University, 1933-51, chancellor emeritus since 1951, Trustee
Russell Sage Foundation. Mem. bd. of dirs. Metropolitan Operz
Assn,; trustee Town Hall, N.Y. Pub. Library. Decorated Officer
Southern Cross {Brazil); Chevalier, French Legion ofHonor Officier
de la Couronne de Chene, Luxembourg; King Christian X Medal
of Liberation, Denmark; Annual Gold Medal Award, New York
Academy Pub. Edn., 1948. Mem. N.Y. Acad. Pub. Edn. [past pres.),
Phi Betz Kappa, Sigma Xi, Sigma Nu. Episcopalian; mem. Trinity
Ch. Vestry (N.Y.). Clubs: University, Century, Lotos (hon. pres.),
Lawyers {N.Y.C.).

The 50 Reunion - Class of 1904 Dartmouth

College (1954)
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Wayne A. Perkins
1180 Perkins Wy
Sacramento 18, Caiifornia

Bora Feb. 18, 1881, a Newmarket, N. H. Four years at Exeter,
class of 1900. Stayed out a year and worked. Eatered Dartmouth
with the Class of '05 and graduated with '04 with degree of B.S. in
civil engineering.

Afrer graduation, he worked for a few months for the New York,
New Haven & Hardford Railroad. He then went to Arizona in the
Reclamation Service under # Civil Service appointment.

It might be stated here thar, while Dartmouth College is an
Eastern lastitution and the Thayer School of Engineering is not a
large school, the men that are turned out at Thayer are as fine a
group of engineers as can be found anywhere. They have certainly
lLefe their mark upon the waste places of the West.

In Atizona, Nevada, Colorado, Montans, Texas, New Mexico
and Washington, where one blade of grass grew, or none at all,
Thayer School engineers have made two or more blades grow.

To reading the careers of Witham, Perkins, Woodward, and men
like Muchemore, Hastings, Roby and Withey, to say nothing of the
area of the West covered by Leverone, Blanchard, Roscoe Smith,
Lockwood, Fiske and many others, who, although New England
bred, have carved out their careers in the West, one must wonder
‘what the West would be today if these 1904 Dartmouth Yankees
badu’t taken the advice of Horace Greely, "Go West young mant”

To go back (o this man Perkins. For fifteen years Perk Lived in
tents in Arizona, Nevada, Montana, Texas and Colorado.

In 1906, he married Mary P. Chapman of Newmarker, New
Hampshire. His good wife Mary pioncered with him. They have
three children, & son, born in Arizona, another son, bornia North
Yakima, Washington, and @ daughter, born in Glacier Park,
Montana.

The 50 Reunion - Class of 1904 Dartmouth

College (1954)
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Masonic Records

A
Viv/ o Jovs: Ly /828

ey G5 Pl Initiated it
son | isrea |trr0ms 1700y

embgss % Dim. Reinstated Deceased

Sus.
( §70-9-C 2ul550-00-$"

Remarks:

Massachusetts Grand Lodge of Masons

Membership Cards 1733-1970
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Employment Records

Major League Baseball

« Born in Louisville, KY (1866)

« Philadelphia Athletics (1887-1889) - PA
* Brooklyn Ward's Wonders (1890) - NY
« Philadelphia Athletics (1891) - PA

« Philadelphia Phillies (1892-1895) - PA

« Pittsburgh Pirates (1895) - PA

* Louisville Colonels (1895-1896) - KY

* Washington Senators (1898-1899) — D.C.

« St. Louis Cardinals (1900) - MO
« Brooklyn Superbas (1900) - NY
« Cleveland Blues (1901) - OH

« Cincinnati Reds (1901) - OH

« Died in Louisville, KY (1955)

QUESTIONS?

Schedule a consultation

consultations@americanancestors.org

Hire Research Services

research@americanancestors.org
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Consultations

Book a one-on-one
consultation with

a genealogist and
receive help with your
family history research!

AmericanAncestors.org/ -
Expert-Help/Consultations @ AN

£ American Ancestors nosters (1) Abouen e [
Search Events Join/Renew  Give 10 Millon Names  Publications  Expert Help  Tools  Projects  Conters & Initiativos

Piecing Together the Story: Analyzing Records and Drawing
Conclusions

https://www.americanancestors.org/piecing-together-story-analyzing-records-and-
drawing-conclusions

THANK YOU!

AmericanAncestors.org
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