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Class 2: Piecing Together the Story: Analyzing Records and Drawing Conclusions
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Class 2: Piecing Together the Story: Analyzing Records and Drawing Conclusions

The Challenge

Not all genealogy records give enough information

111

to confirm it belongs to your ancestor

Some records may list only a name and date (ex.

[

early passenger lists)

Candidates

We need to employ the
Cluster Research (FAN Club)

following strategies:
Correlation
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: Analyzing Records and Drawing Conclusions

Types of Records with

~ Minimal Information
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Class 2: Piecing Together the Story: Analyzing Records and Drawing Conclusions

Pre-1850 Federal Census Records

* The federal census was used by Congress to count
the country's population to identify the number of
seats in the House of Representatives, as well as
distribute federal funding to the states.

o Before 1850, the head of the household's name
was listed in the census

 All other individuals listed were listed as slash
marks in respective categories based on race, age,
and sex
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Class 2: Piecing Together the Story: Analyzing Records and Drawing Conclusions

Early Death/Burial Records

 Until statewide registration, vital records were
recorded by the town clerk and/or by local
churches

* Typically recorded the name, date of death or
burial, sometimes age and where the death/burial
was recorded

o Examples:
* Town vital records
* Church records
= Cemetery records
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Class 2: Piecing Together the Story: Analyzing Records and Drawing Conclusions

COOKE (see Cook), Amos, s. Caleb and Hannah, Dec. 14,
1754.

Caleb, s. Robert and Patience, Mar. 3, 1737-8.

Caleb Jr. (Cook), s. Caleb and Hannah, Sept. 26, 1756.

Caleb, Mr., Aug. 19, 1762. [Lt. Caleb Cook, a. 68, G.r.1.]

Caleb (Cook), s. Benjamin and Mary (Gray) [Gray writlen in

encil], Oct. 5, 1782. [Cook, consumption, a. 19, C.R.1.]
Cook, a. 19, G.R.1.]

Elizabeth, w. Francis, Nov. 16, 1730, in 66th y. G.r.1.

Elknah, s. Caleb and Hannah, ,in 13th m.

Fath, d. Benjamin and Mary (Gray) [Gray written in pencil),
Sept. 16, 1768.

Fear, d. Caleb and Hannah, Feb. 13,

Hannah, d. Robert and Patience, Sept. 3, 1736.

Hannah, w. Charles, Dec. 24, 1747, 2. 29 y. 6 m. 25 d.
G.R.I.

Hannah d. Charles and Sarah, Dec. 25, 1754. [Jan. 1, 1754,

4y.3m 20d., G.R.1.]

Huidah d. \\]hl:am and Tabitha, Feb. 7, 1730-31. [in 19th
Y., G.R.I

Isaac, s. Caleb and Hannah, ,in 3d y.

Jacob, h. Lydia, Apr. 24, 1747, in 95th y.

John, Deci 8, 1744. [Cook, Dec. 8, 1745, a. 42 y. 6 m. 15 d.,
G.R.I.

Joseph, s. Robert and Patience, Aug. 18, 1744.

Kezia, d. Josiah and Lydia (Faunce), Dec. 6, 1808. [Keziah
Cook, consumption, Dec. 13, a. 22, c.r.1.] [Keziah Cook,
Dec. 6, a. 21 y. 8 m. 12 d., G.R.1.}

Lydia, w. Jacob, Mar. 1, 1727-8, in 67th y.

Lydia, d. John Jr. and Phebe, July 29, 1732. [Cook, d. John
and Phebe, July 30, a. 23 d., G.R.1.]

Lydia, d. Caleb and Hannah, Nov. 2, 1733.

Mary, d. Nath[anie]l and Mary, Aug. 18, 1762.

Nathaniel, s. Paul and Joanna, Oct. 1, 1736

Nathaniel, s. Tosiah and Lvdia (Faunce). May —. 1786.

Kingston, Massachusetts Vital Records 1620-

1850,Cooke Family, AmericanAncestors.org
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Class 2: Piecing Together the Story: Analyzing Records and Drawing Conclusions

Tax Lists

 Tax lists were created to create a ledger of taxes
collected by the tax collector in a town, county, or
district

* Typically recorded the name, amount of tax paid,
type of tax paid, items taxed (ex. land, house,
luxury items) and the year

* Occupation was not always recorded consistently
pre-Civil War
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Class 2: Piecing Together the Story: Analyzing Records and Drawing Conclusions

Early Passenger Lists

* 1820 - required in the United States to be filed by
the captain or master of the ship at the port of
arrival with the Customs Oftfice

* Pre-1893 passenger lists had limited information:
o Name
o Age
O Sex
o Occupation
o Nationality
o Final Destination (not always listed)
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Class 2: Piecing Together the Story: Analyzing Records and Drawing Conclusions

'—-;-‘fajancestry Home Trees Search Memories DNA

Micheal Caughlin {

in the New York, U.S., Arriving Passenger and Crew Lists (including Castle Garden and Ellis Island),

1820-1957
Detail Source
Name Micheal Caughlin
Gender Male
Provide:
Age 22 and Rec
Birth Date abt 1826
Departure Port Liverpool, England
P 9 Be the
Arrival Date 6 Nov 1848 Add a pt
. and helg
Arrival Port New York, New York, USA this pers
¢/ Add or update information
Ship Name Republic

iy Danart A nrahlam

Ancestry.com
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Class 2: Piecing Together the Story: Analyzing Records and Drawing Conclusions
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Passenger List (1848)
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Class 2: Piecing Together the Story: Analyzing Records and Drawing Conclusions

mnll_.lmm-‘ml—-—-mm the Oustom House, N. ¥.

Sold by McSpedon & Baker, m-uhu—.muo—n-..nv

DISTRICT OF NEW YORK—PORT OF NEW YORK.

hatsthe wmgluu&nﬁuofwn&eﬁuwi&
0 ‘bestd' ¥ knowledge and fajunnndnuemm

1, /./%-vu/—;do solemnly, sincerely dnd truly

mymme,adnowdehmodbymtothﬂCollmd' Customs for the ct of New Yo
of all the Passengers received on board the - @ %&

Sworn to this 5 Z‘M— 184

-

Before me d
) etk gy o
el o ekl i
> NAMES. ‘_'———Y“ - SEX. m&;nl- belong.

B A R - P S O |
P sam e 5 L v v

N & > - =

Passenger List (1848) Header with

Column Headers
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Class 2: Piecing Together the Story: Analyzing Records and Drawing Conclusions

Early Naturalization Records

 Pre-1906 naturalization records lack the detail and
consistency in format we see with later federal
records.

 The individual courts had their own formats.

* Most records only list the country where the applicant
came from

* Early records don't always list the arrival year in the
United States, making these records more challenging

* Witnesses are not always listed
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Class 2: Piecing Together the Story: Analyzing Records and Drawing Conclusions

Declaration of Intention, 1847, Philadelphia,
Pennsylvania, FamilySearch
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: Analyzing Records and Drawing Conclusions

Case Study: Robert

Neil
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Class 2: Piecing Together the Story: Analyzing Records and Drawing Conclusions

Robert Neill

b. 1861 Scotland
Immigrated circa 1883 to the United States
Married Martha in 1886 (she was also from Scotland)

1910 — Lived in Denver, Colorado

o Occupation = electrician at an electric company
o Children: Martha and Jessie were both born in New York
o Robert and Martha had four children total, all four living

d. 1942

©American Ancestors, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center
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Class 2: Piecing Together the Story: Analyzing Records and Drawing Conclusions

Robert Neuill

BIRTH 20 Sep 1860
DEATH 24 Feb 1942 (aged 81)

BURIAL Crown Hill Cemetery
Wheat Ridge, Jefferson County, Colorado, USA Q Show Map

PLOT Block 42
MEMORIAL ID 203629525 - View Source

Photo added by Sarah SHARE © save 1o SUGGEST EDITS

findagrave.com

©American Ancestors, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 21



Class 2: Piecing Together the Story: Analyzing Records and Drawing Conclusions

Robert Neil

Migration = New York, Passenger Lists, 1820-1920

Name

Sex

Age

Birth Year (Estimated)
Birthplace

Nationality

Event Type

Event Date

Event Place

Event Place (Original)
Affiliate Film Number
Affiliate Publication Number
Affiliate Publication Title

. Ship Name
VIEW ORIGINAL DOCUMENT ‘

Robert Neil

Male

23

1860

Scotland

Scotland

Immigration

1883

New York County, New York, United States
New York City, New York, United States
471

M237

Passenger Lists of vessels arriving at New
York, 1820-1897

Ethiopia

FamilySearch.org

Tree

ATTACH TO TREE

Similar Records
No similar records were found.

©American Ancestors, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center
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Class 2: Piecing Together the Story: Analyzing Records and Drawing Conclusions

2y

Passenger List (1883)
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Class 2: Piecing Together the Story: Analyzing Records and Drawing Conclusions

Robert Neil

 Born circa 1860 in Scotland

* Arrived 8 Nov. 1883 at age 23 in the port of New
York aboard the ship Ethiopia

* The ship left from Glasgow [Scotland]
* Occupation = laborer

* Arrived with four pieces of luggage

©American Ancestors, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center
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: Analyzing Records and Drawing Conclusions

Candidates
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Class 2: Piecing Together the Story: Analyzing Records and Drawing Conclusions

Building a List of Candidates

* When researching a common name, it helps to
make a list of candidates in the same location/time
period you're researching

* Format options:
o Word document
o Excel spreadsheet

o Software

©American Ancestors, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center
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Class 2: Piecing Together the Story: Analyzing Records and Drawing Conclusions

Too many results when we try searching for a civil
registration birth record or baptism

All Birth, Baptism & Christening results for Robert Neill
Your search P oeee 1-50 of 498 - O Browse by collection | £ Switch to Smart Search

Broad Bms=— Exact B Scotland, Select Births and Baptisms, 1564-1950 Name Robert Mc Neill
= Birth, baptism & christenin i
Robert ‘@) p g Birth 9‘M3y1859
= Kilmory,Bute,Scotland
Neill (®)
Born:1860 (®)
In: Scotland, United Kingd... (@) B Scotland, Select Births and Baptisms, 1564-1950 Name Robert Neill
Birth, baptism & christening Birth 31 May 1859 Ayr,Ayr,Scotland
Focus: Scotland v
[3 Scotland, Select Births and Baptisms, 1564-1950 Name Robert Neill
Filters Cloaral Birth, baptism & christening Birth 13 Oct 1859 Middle OR New
Parish,Greenock,Renfrew,Scotla
nd
v Birth, marriage & death X
v Birth, baptism & christening X
Scotland, Select Births and Baptisms, 487 [ Scotland, Select Births and Baptisms, 1564-1950 Name Robert Neill
1564-1950 Birth, baptism & christening Birth 20 Oct 1859
England & Wales, Non-Conformist and 10 Galston,Ayr,Scotland
Non-Parochial Registers, 1567-1936
Select Counties, Scotland, Church of 1
Scotland, Baptisms, 1615-1854 B Scotland, Select Births and Baptisms, 1564-1950 Name Robert Neill
Birth, baptism & christening Birth 15 May 1859
Recdlocation Carluke,Lanark,Scotland
> Europe 498

Ancestry.com

©American Ancestors, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 28



Class 2: Piecing Together the Story: Analyzing Records and Drawing Conclusions

Robert Neil

* Since Robert arrived in 1883 in New York, we will
want to check the following records:

o 1900 Federal Census

o 1892 New York State Census
o Naturalization Records

o Vital Records

©American Ancestors, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center

29



Class 2: Piecing Together the Story: Analyzing Records and Drawing Conclusions

1900 United States Federal Census

w Match all terms exactly LT Provided in
1\\{*{’ association with

==-s 2= National Archives and
First & Middle Name(s) Last Name & XX g ' 3 :
NATIONAL hecords
Robert Neil ARCHIVES Administration
Exact... v Exact, sounds like, similar & soundex
Quick Fill Suggestions b4

Melanie's Family Treewv x ¥
y Browse this collection
To browse this image set, select from

No suggestions found the options below.

State
Month Year Location
Choose... v
Birth v 1860 Scotland
Exact +/-... [ Exact to... County
Lived In
) Township
Marriage )
Arrival 1883 . -
Enumeration District
Exact +/-...
Any Event v New York City, New York, USA
c Related data collections
xact to...

Ancestry.com
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Class 2: Piecing Together the Story: Analyzing Records and Drawing Conclusions

All 1900 United States Federal Census results for Robert Neil

Your search VALl
Broad M= Exact

Robert 0

Neil

Born: 1860

In: Scotland, United Kingdom
Arrival: 1883
Any: New York City, New York, U... |

Filters Clear all
v Census & voter lists G
v 1900s K
1900 United States Federal Census X

This database is an index to individuals enumerated
in the 1900 United States Federal Census, the Twelfth
Census of the United States. Census takers recorded
many details including each person's.... Mare

Browse Images in this Collection

v Record location
> North America 600

e

NATIONAL

association with
P National Archives and
Records
ARCHIVES Administration

1-50 of 600
Parent or Relation |

View Record Name Spouse Names Home in 1200 (City, County, State) Birth Date Birthplace House

View Record Robert Neill Martha Brooklyn Ward 28, Kings, New York Sep 1861 Scotland Head

View Record Robert | Mc Neil [= Josepine H Brookhaven, Suffolk, New York Apr 1855 Scotland Head ]

View Record Robert Mc Niel [2 Manhattan, New York, New York May 1861 Ireland Boarder

View Record RobertJMcNeil @ IdaJ Argyle, Washington, New York Jun 1859 NewYork,  Head |
USA

View Record Robert Oneil [ Nellie Brooklyn Ward 14, Kings, New York Nov 1862 New York, Head
USA

View Record Robert A McNeil [ White Creek, Washington, New York Oct 1862 New York, Nephew
USA

View Record Robert C Oneil [2 Jane G Manhattan, New York, New York Feb1863 New York, Head
USA

View Record Robert Neil Lousia Johnstown Ward 1, Fulton, New York Sep 1855 Scotland Head ]

View Record Robert Neil Chippewa Falls Ward 8, Chippewa, Wisconsin Oct 1863 New York, Brother
USA

View Record Robert Mc Neil Hattie Charlevoix, Charlevoix, Michigan Dec 1855 New York, Head
USA }

View Record Robert J Neill Susie E Agency, Osage, Kansas Aug 1862 New York, Head
USA

View Record Robert O Neill [2 Mary Chicago Ward 23, Cook, lllinois Jul 1860 Ireland Head ]

View Record Robert Nell Manhattan, New York, New York Jan 1859 North Lodger
Carolina,

Ancestry.com

©American Ancestors, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center
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Class 2: Piecing Together the Story: Analyzing Records and Drawing Conclusions

Provided in
association with

3 National Archives and
—

NATIONAL Records
ARCHIVES Administration

(e

All 1900 United States Federal Census results for Robert Neil

Your search 1-30of 3
Parent or Home in 1900 (City, County, Relation to Head pf

Broad M= Exact View Record Name Spouse Names State) Birth Date Birthplace House View
Robert View Record Robert Neill Martha Brooklyn Ward 28, Kings, Sep 1861 Scotland Head B
Neil New York
Bom:1860 View Record Robert | Mc Neil [ Josepine H Brookhaven, Suffolk, New Apr 1855 Scotland Head =

- A - 7 York
In: Scotland, United Kingdom . - :

Arrival: 1883 (@) View Record Robert Neil Lousia Johnstown Ward 1, Sep 1855 Scotland Head =
Any: New York City, New York, U... (@) 4 Fuiton, New York 3

Ancestry.com
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Class 2: Piecing Together the Story: Analyzing Records and Drawing Conclusions

Robert Neill

in the 1900 United States Federal Census

Detail Source
Name Robert Neill
Age 38
Birth Date Sep 1861
Birthplace Scotland
Home in 1900 Brooklyn Ward 28, Kings, New York

Z Add or update information Ward of City 28

@ Reporta problem Street Coopers Street

 Explore records House Number 125
with Al Sheet Number 10

Learn what this record has to

. Number of Dwelling in 78
say with AncestryAl.

Order of Visitation

Qi Ask AncestryAl Family Number 223

Race White

Gender Male

Immigration Year 1882
[1886]

Ancestry.com
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Class 2: Piecing Together the Story: Analyzing Records and Drawing Conclusions

1900 United States Federal Census for Robert Neill Save v
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Class 2: Piecing Together the Story: Analyzing Records and Drawing Conclusions

Candidate 1 - Robert Neill of
Brooklyn

* Born Sep. 1861 Scotland

* Arrived 1882

* Worked as an engineer in the navy yard

* Lived at 125 Cooper Street, Brooklyn, New York
e Listed as naturalized ("Na" in Column 18)

* Married 14 years

* Family includes wife Martha, four children (Andrew, Christina,
Martha, and Jessie, and sister-in-law, Jessie Straiton)

o Wife Martha and SIL Jessie were born in Scotland, children born
in New York (oldest born 1887)

©American Ancestors, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 35



Class 2: Piecing Together the Story: Analyzing Records and Drawing Conclusions

Robert Neill

in the New York, U.S., State Census, 1892

o e
= Detail Source
: 3 Name Robert Neill
== = |32 | Birth Year abt 1861
E._E' ., - _."'- = = :J
Birth Place
¢/ Add or update information SeHlEne
® Report a problem Age 31
Gender Male
Citizenship Citizen
Residence Place Brooklyn, Kings
Ward Ward 18
Election District 33

Save v

Ancestry.com
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Class 2: Piecing Together the Story: Analyzing Records and Drawing Conclusions

e =L e e —

Page. ~
}. -'Enun:uemtion"of the Inhabitants living in the. /MMLZ.{(._ __Election District of the"_@é@%éﬁ_ﬁ_—ww—dh%‘
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Class 2: Piecing Together the Story: Analyzing Records and Drawing Conclusions

New York, U.S., State and Federal Naturalization Records,
1794-1943

@ Match all terms exactly LT~ Provided in
K‘\ () association with

National Archives and

First & Middle Name(s) Last Name T = - R d
NATIONAL hecoras
Robert Neill ARCHIVES Administration
Exact... v Exact, sounds like, similar & soundex
Quick Fill Suggestions X

Melanie's Family Treewv . .
Browse this collection
To browse this image set, select from

No suggestions found the options below.

Court
Day Month Year Location Choose. v
Birth v v 1860 Scotland, United Kingdom
Description
Exact +/-... Exact to... P
Arrival v v 1883 New York, USA
v +/-5yrs Exact to... Related data collections
Departure U.S. Naturalization Records
Any Event = - 5 New York, U.S., Arriving Passenger and

Crew Lists (including Castle Garden

Ancestry.com
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Class 2: Piecing Together the Story: Analyzing Records and Drawing Conclusions

»lancestry Home Trees Search Memories DNA Hire an expert J= O. oY 37 El. ©) g

T Provided in

All New York, U.S., State and Federal Naturalization Records, QL essocatonwn
1794-1943 results for Robert Neill i

NATIONA| Records
ARCHIVES Administration

Your search Z eee 1-7Tof7
Naturalization
View Record Name Record Type Date Naturalization Place View Images Primary
e View Record Robert Neill Naturalization Declaration 25 Sep 1886 New York New York = v
Neill View Record Robert Neill Naturalization Oath of 16 Feb 1889 New York New York 72 v
Allegiance
Born: 1860
) ) R . v
R e e View Record Robert Nelle  Naturalization Petition =
Arrival:1883 (@) View Record Robert Hugh  Naturalization Declaration 14 Sep 1885 New York New York New [ v
) Neel York
In:New York, USA (@) v
View Record Robert G Naturalization Qath of 15 Aug 1888 New York New York B v
Show primary records only Neely Allegiance
View Record Adam R. Neal Naturalization Declaration 8 Mar 1899 New York New York = v
View Record Robert Nelle Naturalization Oath of 29 Mar 1899 New York New York 72 v
Filters Clear all Allegiance

Ancestry.com
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Class 2: Piecing Together the Story: Analyzing Records and Drawing Conclusions

oo __“ Semaeicoid 2 " " T
~-\}J} ol B A Y v .-" Lk SRR A . kT L

‘% g @mmt (!an:t nf the nited 5tnteﬁ, il
' FOR THE SOUTHERN D CT OF NEW YOR _ '
zs:;llg% lb‘?ﬂ.irlu (pl‘/;:e:z X .‘22- LR : L~ ,_aw

being duly sworn, deposes anq
says, that he was bormn in W‘C W

in the year one thousang
eight h ed and /¢J—7L , and emigra the United States, landing at the port

« on or about
A. D. 18 §£3; |that'it is bona fide his intention to

become a Citizen of the United States, and to renounce forever all e and fidelity tg any foreign
ince, potentate, e or Sovereignty ataver,. and pz?rtlf:ularly to M = m
at this tipe p Citi r Sybject, 7
f - M

Declaration of Intention
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Class 2: Piecing Together the Story: Analyzing Records and Drawing Conclusions

Candidate #2 - Robert Neill of
Manhattan, New York

e Born in 1860 in Scotland

* Arrived 8 Nov. 1883 in the port of New York
[same date as passenger list]

* On 25 Sep. 1886, declared his intention to become a
citizen in the Circuit Court in Manhattan

e Resided at 250 East 124th Street [Harlem,
Manhattan, New York]

* No occupation listed
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Class 2: Piecing Together the Story: Analyzing Records and Drawing Conclusions

»lancestry Home Trees Search Memories DNA Hire an expert J= O. oY 37 El. ©) g

T Provided in

All New York, U.S., State and Federal Naturalization Records, QL essocatonwn
1794-1943 results for Robert Neill i

NATIONA| Records
ARCHIVES Administration

Your search Z eee 1-7Tof7
Naturalization
Broad W= Exact  View Record Name Record Type Date Naturalization Place View Images Primary
e View Record Robert Neill Naturalization Declaration 25 Sep 1886 New York New York = v
Neill View Record Robert Neill Naturalization Oath of 16 Feb 1889 New York New York 72 v
Allegiance
Born: 1860
) ) R . v
R e e View Record Robert Nelle  Naturalization Petition =
Arrival:1883 (@) View Record Robert Hugh  Naturalization Declaration 14 Sep 1885 New York New York New [ v
) Neel York
In:New York, USA (@) v
View Record Robert G Naturalization Qath of 15 Aug 1888 New York New York B v
Show primary records only Neely Allegiance
View Record Adam R. Neal Naturalization Declaration 8 Mar 1899 New York New York = v
View Record Robert Nelle Naturalization Oath of 29 Mar 1899 New York New York 72 v
Filters Clear all Allegiance
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Class 2: Piecing Together the Story: Analyzing Records and Drawing Conclusions

@ourt of Gommon Pleas -
FOR THE CITY AND COUNTY OFE NEW YORK.

-r\.

% W )//ZI \\ITIIP!:s hu.mu acquainted with
By m-r*!t]mflﬂu 7 4 -~
B ; applieant 7{,4 2

) ias 'ﬂ'l BE ADMITTED A (Tﬂ?b\ oy 'I'Ill l\[]'l.h m‘\m OF " AMER

STATE OF NEW. YORK, . [
City and County of New Fork, ' §F7

being duly swaorn, savs thiat be. resides in No.-

in-theCity_of New: York, and 1hat he i« well acgpainted with the ibovi-named applicant, and that the gfid applicant has
re<ided  within thé United States - for The “tontinued tenn of five yvears, at least, next proceding (B presenl time, ad
n the State of New York one vesf, at Jeast, immicdistely progeding tlds application : apd that, dyripg that time, he

s behaved as a man of -geod meral chamoter, attiched to the principles of the Constitution of the United] States, -aned

ull disposed o the good order and ln|-|-i7nf the s}\mrﬁ_,
. 3 e g oS
G, i

day

Sworti inopen Cdugl, . I ) —
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of ?’/"///% 188 CFV =0
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e
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Q
Ly
2
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i
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é7
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)

Naturalization Petition (1889)
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Class 2: Piecing Together the Story: Analyzing Records and Drawing Conclusions

b

STATE (ll" NEW YORK.,
City and County of New Yorl,

Bl >y Y -

* o -uhnuﬂ\ <wear that T will suppert the Constitution nf

o

——

w Unitedd States 2 fand tlan 1 ||.u absolutely 7
tenoupce and abjure all allegianee pnd Adedity 1o every fardign prince, “Potomie, Staite or - sovercignty “Imlu.\'uA'ml par

ticularly 1o the Queen of the United Kinzdom of Grewt Britajn and Ireland, of whom 1 was before a sbject

Sworn in open FEurt, this

of Z

N PLEAS M.Y.Co.

Naturalization Petition Oath of Allegiance (1889)
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with the same file




Class 2: Piecing Together the Story: Analyzing Records and Drawing Conclusions

Civenit, Conet of the Xlnited States,
FOR THE SOUTHE RN DISTRYT OF NEW YORK.

Tork, == )"/f’*ﬂ//%f AP fx

southern DISIFIcl 01 Svw, Ty m

2 jlf o W/ﬁ v #% % being duly sworn, deposes and

says, that he was born in . \,/ w“_ P in the year one thousand
o the U mtml States, landing at the port

eight hupdyped and ,{/ Fr , and emigra
41)"' 7~ /"‘/ on or about

of ,?,..P' A1 29 A, in the State uf
the 4( ay of . D. 145’;\’ 4t it is bona fide his intention to
vo and fidelity tmny foreign

becorfe a Citizen of the United States, and to renounce forever all
nce, potentate State or Sove reignty whatever, nml pnrtu ularl W 2

St\ orn to o me Z

Z= day of

Clerk of said Circuit Coirt.

Declaration of Intention in
Naturalization File
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Class 2: Piecing Together the Story: Analyzing Records and Drawing Conclusions
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Class 2: Piecing Together the Story: Analyzing Records and Drawing Conclusions

Let's Recap Where We Are

 Both Robert Neill candidates are involved in
brasswork

— 1892 New York State Census — Candidate #1
— 1889 Naturalization Petition — Candidate #2

* Why can't we find Candidate #2 in the census?

o Let's look at vital records for Candidate #1's
children for more clues
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Class 2: Piecing Together the Story: Analyzing Records and Drawing Conclusions

S

bl

_STATE OF NEW YORK. /5480830

Bounty of Pero Yorh. '. \ Sity of Wero Yorh.

C 2.5
(Tn full when possible.) ; s

1. Name of Child . & AV 2 lclild e o e _
l Race, % { - \_MONTH DAY vaAR

2. Se.ni-// - gngmm _Date of Birth, D/

1:9?
8. Place of Birth (Street and Number) £ LIl o] o
4. Name of Father. L/?i - 2 S lEert — —= e o
5. Full Name of Mother... & /ﬂ/‘( A e
6. Maiden Name of Mother %
Z. 3irthplacc (Ssen) of .Molhertf?c;éé(f"—"-fc“C-’J "26\
8. 3 o ofather.< .. . .. y7i Age X/ years Occupatwmﬂﬂl/x( ;
. A;':;ﬁfz:f 16"h Qifdsfaglgother% /% __How many of them now lwmg ...... / ..................

" %0. Name and address of Medical Attendant or }Sugmture 62‘”/ A/C“/{/M«? /(¢(,:9

other authorized perso n own handwrwmd Address -._M ‘(‘gfu% el

11. Date of this Return ﬂ»%r ?"‘ f}7-
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Class 2: Piecing Together the Story: Analyzing Records and Drawing Conclusions

STATE OF NEW YORK. 7608 Pk

City of New York.

CER PR wwiviispen

County of New York.

(In full when possible.)

o g ONTH
[ A gtaror Tacet JI . vateor pirin|” P
3. Place of Birth (Street Number) ﬂz 4 ﬂ ______ £ ....... 7 .........................................................................
4. Name of Father..\. o i T et I ;S { : A o pd
5. Full Name of Mother.. e.//
6. Maiden Name of Mother..... <. ... 8 &7
7. Birthplace (o7%s) of Mother.. S S O T S A : Age.. '2‘7 years.
8. > ol Pather ... ML Age R years. Oocupatwn&“" W
: | «

% Wﬁ;z}l:g%ghgd;f &Jl:gther‘ W aZ-—-’ o How many thcm nopliving ... A
10. Name and address of Medical Attendant or%Signature.:-._ ke é‘ .ZM

other authorized person, in pwn handwriting ) Address... V%
11. Date of this Return. &AM e ol oA f// .......... a
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Class 2: Piecing Together the Story: Analyzing Records and Drawing Conclusions

Only One Candidate

 The address listed on son Andrew Neill's birth record

(1887), 250 East 124th Street, matches the address on
declaration of intention of Candidate #2

* The address listed on daughter Christina’s birth

record (1889), 210 E. 77th Street, matches the
naturalization petition of Candidate #2

* (Candidate #1 and Candidate #2 appear to be the same
person

* The 1883 passenger list appears to be correct
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: Analyzing Records and Drawing Conclusions

QUESTIONS?
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: Analyzing Records and Drawing Conclusions

Cluster/FAN Club

Research
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Class 2: Piecing Together the Story: Analyzing Records and Drawing Conclusions

Expanding your search

Associates of
Associates

Neighbors and
Associates
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Class 2: Piecing Together the Story: Analyzing Records and Drawing Conclusions

F- Family

* Study siblings

* Research parents of spouse(s)
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Class 2: Piecing Together the Story: Analyzing Records and Drawing Conclusions

A- Associates

* Associates through work, culture, or leisure

e Look for relevant records in various areas
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Class 2: Piecing Together the Story: Analyzing Records and Drawing Conclusions

Networks to Consider

e N

Place and/or .
Educational

Religious

Migration

Political

N

Occupational

e

Social
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Class 2: Piecing Together the Story: Analyzing Records and Drawing Conclusions

Educational Associates

* People that graduated in the same class
* Participants in the same sports or clubs
* Friends that signed your ancestor’s yearbook

* Teachers or professors in their field at the time
they attended

* Colleagues that published with an ancestor

©American Ancestors, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center
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Class 2: Piecing Together the Story: Analyzing Records and Drawing Conclusions

Occupational Associates

* When searching census records, note those close
by with the same or similar occupation

* Research the employers/owners of the institutions
where your ancestor worked

* Labor Unions or Workmen's Organizations

* Note the history of the industry in the area (this
could reveal if they moved there for that
occupation)
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Class 2: Piecing Together the Story: Analyzing Records and Drawing Conclusions

Place and/or Migration

* Did your family reside in the same place for a
number of generations? What other families did
as well?

* Did your family migrate somewhere? What other
families made the same migration?

* Who was your ancestor headed to live with
when they emigrated?

* Who was a witness for your
ancestor's naturalization papers?
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Class 2: Piecing Together the Story: Analyzing Records and Drawing Conclusions

N - Neighbors

* Individuals living at neighboring addresses

* People enumerated before/after your ancestor in
the census

* People living on the same street as your ancestor
* Abutters named in deeds

* Adjacent owners on property maps
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Class 2: Piecing Together the Story: Analyzing Records and Drawing Conclusions

Analyzing a Neighborhood

* Are they from the same state
or country?

* Did they arrive in the
United States at the same
time?

* Do they have the same
occupation?

* Same religion?

 If the answer is NO to all,
consider another strategy
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Class 2: Piecing Together the Story: Analyzing Records and Drawing Conclusions

Robert Neill's FAN Club

 Sponsors/godparents on children's baptism records
* Witness who provided an affidavit for naturalization

* Brassworkers who lived in the same neighborhood as
Robert

* Other passengers from Scotland on the 1883
passenger list

* Neighbors in the census who are also from Scotland
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ey i

6]

Passenger List (1883)
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Class 2: Piecing Together the Story: Analyzing Records and Drawing Conclusions

Some of the Passengers Aboard the
S.S. Ethiopia from Scotland (1883)

* Peter Stevenson (laborer) with e W Kirk
presumed wife Ellen and two children | Talhin [aebine
(Janet and Ellen) «  John McNeil

* David Troupe

e James Thomson
* Richd Gardner
* James Kenrick

e Charles Cleft

e Alex Mitchell

* Robert Nisbet
*  W. Murray

e James Clark

*  James McIntyre * David Stevens
* James Watson

* Robert Kerr * Mary Collins and presumed son Jacob
* William Smith

*  W. Cowan ¢ James Sillin

©American Ancestors, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center



Class 2: Piecing Together the Story: Analyzing Records and Drawing Conclusions

@ourt of Gommon Pleas -
FOR THE CITY AND COUNTY OFE NEW YORK.

Applicant arrived i
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STATE OF NEW. YORK, . [
City and County of New Fork, ' §F7
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in-theCity_of New: York, and 1hat he i well aegpainted with tie dAbove-named applicant, amd that the gfd applicant lias
re<ided  within thé United States - for The “tontinued tenn of five vears, ot least, next proceding ii(rlu-- ul time, mwl
n the State of New York one vesf, at Jeast, immicdistely progeding tlds application : apd that, dyripg that time, he

s behaved as a man of -geod meral chamoter, attiched to the principles of the Constitution of the United] States, -aned

ull disposed o the good order and ln|-|-i7nf the s}\mrﬁ_,
. 3 e g oS
G, i

day
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Naturalization Petition (1889)
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Class 2: Piecing Together the Story: Analyzing Records and Drawing Conclusions

Superior Court

OF THE CITY OF NEW YORK.

IN THE MATTER OF THE APPLICATION OF

Ve2ucrs Il cee <

Y OCCUPATION

TO BE ADMITTED A CITIZEN OF THEUNITED

oY SIT N e I

STATE OF NEW YORK - g ™ ool e
CITY AND COUNTY UF NEW YORK, 3

being duly sworn, says, that be resides in Nol

_Street 72z

in the City of New York, and that he is well

has resided within the United States for the e

quainted with the abovenamed applicant, and thatthe said applicant

poeding the present tiwe, and
within tho State of New York one year. at least, immediately preceding thisappliestion; and that, during thuttime, he

= belhinved as rood | eharacter. attached to the principles of the Constitution of the United States, and
has belhved as o man of g moral chara . i i

well disposed to the good order and happloess of the same, ) ~ ! ‘
I ] L ’ / -
i (g L Qececzs
Sworn in op, t, this 2 / day ) /
of % 1553 >

. ?
? A &
/y,ﬁw}/mﬁ: Q

CLERK.

Affidavit for Naturalization
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Class 2: Piecing Together the Story: Analyzing Records and Drawing Conclusions

Neighbors Abstracted from Census
from Scotland

1892 New York State

o Alexander Craig (age 34) - Carpenter — Alien
status with family and possible MIL, Mary Kelly

o Daniel McLaughlin (age 25) - Shipbuilder -
Citizen

o Alex Stewart (age 36) - Shipbuilder — Citizen

o John Courson (age 34) - Shipbuilder - Alien
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Class 2: Piecing Together the Story: Analyzing Records and Drawing Conclusions

Alexander Craig

* b. May 1858 Scotland

* Children, Thomas, William, and Agnes, born in
Scotland (1879, 1882, and 1884 respectively)

* Arrived on 18 Apr. 1887 (age 28) aboard the S.S.
Furnessia from Glasgow, Scotland

o Occupation = joiner

* 1900 - Lived in Newark, New Jersey - filed his
first papers to become a citizen
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Class 2: Piecing Together the Story: Analyzing Records and Drawing Conclusions

Alexander Craig
in the 1881 Scotland Census

Detail Source
Name Alexander Craig
:: ::— Age 22
= Estimated Birth Year abt 1859

Relationship Head
Spouse's Name Margaret Craig

Z Add or update information Gender Male . .

@® Report a problem Where born Glasgow, Lanarkshire HousehOId Members (Name) Age Re|att°n5hlp
Registration Number 644/2 Alexander Craig 22 Head
Registration District Camlachie X .
Civil parish Glasgow St John Margaret Cralg 21 Wlfe
County Lanarkshire Thomas Cl'aig 1 Son
Address 47 E. Lyon St.
Occupation House Joiner William Cl'aig 5Mo Son
ED 24
Housbeholci schedule 30 Wllllam Cl'aig 21 BrOIher
number

Save v

1881 Scotland Census Abstract
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Class 2: Piecing Together the Story: Analyzing Records and Drawing Conclusions

Neighbors Abstracted from Census

from Scotland Cont'd

* 1900 U.S. Federal Census
o John Brand (age 40) - Tile Setter — Naturalized

= His naturalization record did not list where he was born

= 1881 Scotland Census - possibly lived as a lodger with
John Bell family in Glasgow. Occupation = tile layer

* m. [sabella Walker on 21 Apr. 1885 in Manhattan
* Marriage record listed birthplace as London, England

» Parents' names listed as John William Brand and Sarah
Cutler

= Died 4 May 1936 - obituary did not list where in
Scotland he was from
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Class 2: Piecing Together the Story: Analyzing Records and Drawing Conclusions

FAN Club Summary

* Neighbor Alexander Craig, carpenter, came from
Glasgow, Lanarkshire, Scotland

* Neighbor John Brand, tile setter, originally came
from London, England but may have lived in
Glasgow before coming to America.

* John M. Cruise who provided witness affidavit for
naturalization was also a brass finisher. He likely
worked with Robert Neill. His origins are
unknown in Scotland.
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QUESTIONS?
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Correlation
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Class 2: Piecing Together the Story: Analyzing Records and Drawing Conclusions

Types of Evidence

* Always applies to a specific fact, e.g.
— Who is the father of Nehemiah Smith?
— What is the date of birth of Anna?

* Direct: Answers the question by itself, e.g.

— Record specifies the parent’s names
— Record includes date of birth
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Class 2: Piecing Together the Story: Analyzing Records and Drawing Conclusions

Types of Evidence (cont.)

* Indirect: Relevant, but does not stand alone, e.g.

— Owns a plot of land that was documented as being
owned by father, in a time period where land was
typically passed father to son

* Negative: Absence of information

— No children on 1820 census, but four children on
1830 census — Provides evidence that children had
to have been born after 1820
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Class 2: Piecing Together the Story: Analyzing Records and Drawing Conclusions

Evidence Questions

* Does a single piece of evidence answer my
question? (Direct)

* Do multiple pieces of evidence when combined
answer my question (Indirect)

* What evidence should have been present if the
hypothesis was correct?
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Class 2: Piecing Together the Story: Analyzing Records and Drawing Conclusions

Resolving Conflicting Evidence

* State the conflict
* Give possible explanations why the conflict exists

* Solve the conflict through source and information
analysis and correlation of different pieces of
evidence
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When was Robert Neill born?

Find-a-Grave Gravestone Lists birth date as 20 Sep. ~ Direct for year

1860

Passenger List (1883) Age given as 23 (birth year  Birth year about 1860

£ 18g60% Y (Indirgct)
Declaration of Intention  Born in 1860 Direct for year
(1886)
Son Andrew's birth Age given as 27 Birth year about 1860
record (1887) (Indirect)
Daughter Christina's Age given as 28 Birth year about 1861
birth record (1889) (Indirect)
NY 1892 Census Age given as 31 Birth year about 1861

(Indirect)

U.S. 1900 Census Birth date given as Sep. Direct for year

1861 (with age given as 39)
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Correlate and Resolve Conflicts

* Two pieces of evidence directly gives the birth year of
1860

* One piece of evidence directly gives the birth year of
1861

* Two pieces of indirect evidence agrees that birth year
was 1860.

* Two pieces of indirect evidence agree that birth year
was 13861

* Conclusion? Birth year is 1860.
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Scottish Naming Patterns

e 1st son named after father's father

e 2nd son named after mother's father

* 3rd son named after father

* 1st daughter named after mother's mother
* 2nd daughter named after father's mother

* 3rd daughter named after mother

Source: Scotland's
People
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Robert Neil

in the Scotland, Select Births and Baptisms, 1564-1950

Detail Source

Name

Gender

Birth Date
Birth Place
Father

(® Report a problem Mother

Save v

Birth Abstract, Scotland, FamilySearch
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Robert Neil

Male

20 Sep 1860
Tradeston,Glasgow,Lanark,Scotland
Andrew Neil

Christina Meiklem
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Robert Neil

in the 1861 Scotland Census

¢/ Add or update information

@® Report a problem

Detail Source

Name

Age

Estimated Birth Year
Relationship
Father's Name
Mother's Name
Gender

Where born
Registration Number
Registration District
Civil parish

County

Address

ED

Household schedule
niimher

1861 Scotland Census Abstract, FamilySearch
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Robert Neil

6 Mo

abt 1860

Son

Andrew Neil
Christina M Neil
Male

Glasgow, Lanarkshire
644/9
Tradeston
Glasgow Govan
Lanarkshire

20 Centre St
43

64
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- The under-mentioned Houses are situated within the Boundaries of the [Page 11
arish of i — Quoad-Sacra-Parishof Parprdutary Burgh of ~Bayal Burgh of Pownof— ~Villago-of-
AL ~— 7T '

| IIDBIB I ﬁ I .I "
|, Street, &e., and No. | -‘L':? Name and Surname of esch - | o Hegdof | Condition.| A5° Rask, Profession, or Occupation. " Where Bom. ! !
r Nme of House. : (m. o Person. | Fanily. ' T . !l a
1 : ]' P .
T v ] | ’/ -
Z’% f._ﬂ i ﬁ/jﬂn [M ‘Z—Véﬂ‘ - --,é/f#t&o hj?c{%

—

I

s;Z /
A - J
K
' o
' /
L
|...
. :, /
s 7
4
rﬁ
A Momlead Tt /
1] ﬂ
£, : Z 2
] 77 Y > S rv ] A Y 2 V

1861 Scotland Census, Scotland's People

©American Ancestors, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center

90



Class 2: Piecing Together the Story: Analyzing Records and Drawing Conclusions

Robert Neil

in the 1871 Scotland Census

Detail Source
Name Robert Neil
-_: ;: Age 10
— Estimated Birth Year  abt 1861
Relationship Son
Father's Name Andrew Neill
# Add or update information Mother's Name Christina Neil
@® Report a problem Bondi Male
Where born Glasgow, Lanarkshire
Registration Number 644/9
Registration District Tradeston

Civil parish Glasgow Govan
County Lanarkshire
Address 20 Centre Street
Occupation Scholar

ED 36

1871 Scotland Census Abstract, FamilySearch
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Robert IN€E1l
in the 1881 Scotland Census

Detail Source
Name Robert Neil
= — Age 20
—
Estimated Birth Year abt 1861
Relationship Lodger
Gender Male
# Add or update information Where born Glasgow, Renfreoshire

@® Report a problem

Registration Number 644/14
Registration District Kinning Park
Civil parish Glasgow Kinning Park
County Lanarkshire Household Members (Name) Age Relationship
Address 104 Crookston Street George Pollock 45 Head
Occupation Compass Maker Margaret Pollock 39 Wife
ED 6 George Pollock 11 Son
:UO;T;TO]G schedule = Jessie Pollock 9 Daughter
Line 4 Helen Pollock 4 Daughter
Isabella Pollock 2 Daughter
Robert Neil 20 Lodger
James Ferguson 41 Lodger
1881 Scotland Census Abstract, FamilySearch
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Class 2: Piecing Together the Story: Analyzing Records and Drawing Conclusions

Andrew Neill

Vital  Scotland, Civil Registration, 1855-1875, 1881, 1891

Name Andrew Neill
— Age 24
Birth Year (Estimated) 1832

eck Image AvailabDility
Occupation Steamboat Stocker

'y
wik? Father's Name Robert Neill

—

Father's Sex Male

Mother's Name Margaret Law Neill

Mother's Sex Female

i v
Dacument Information Spouse's Name Christina Meikleham
Collection Information Spouse’s Age 20
Scotland, Civil Registration, 1855-1875, ® Spouse's Birth Year (Estimated) 1836
18811891 Spouse's Marital Status ~ Single
Cite This Record Spouse's Father's Name William Meikleham
"Scotland, Civil Registration, 1855-1875, 1881, Spouse's Father's Sex  Male
1891", FamilySearch Spouse’s Mother's Name Elizabeth Cowan Meikleham

(https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/1:1:

Spouse's Mother's Sex Female
X955-FKK3 : Thu Dec 19 02:56:38 UTC 2024),

Marriage Abstract, Scotland, FamilySearch
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Class 2: Piecing Together the Story: Analyzing Records and Drawing Conclusions

You searched for - Surname: "Meikleham’, Surname options: "Exact names only’, Forename: "Christina’, Forename options: "Names that

begin with", County/city/minor records: "ALL"

Showing 1to 7 of 7 (1 pages)

Surname Forename Spouse Surname Spouse Forename Year Ref RD Name
View (6 credits)
MEIKLEHAM CHRISTINA NEILL ANDREW 1856 646 /2/14 Partick —_—
Order certificate

scotlandspeople.gov.uk
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1856 MEIKLEHAM, CHRISTINA (Statutory registers Marriages 646/2 14)
©Crown copyright, National Records of Scotland. Image was generated at 06 September 2025 21:10
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Class 2: Piecing Together the Story: Analyzing Records and Drawing Conclusions

You searched for - Surname: "Neill", Surname options: "Exact names only", Forename: "Andrew", Forename options: "Names that begin
with", Gender: "Male", Year of death range: "from 1871 to 1881", +/-: "1, County/city/minor records: "ALL"

Showing 1to 5 of 5 (1 pages)

Surname Forename Age at death Mother's Maiden Name Gender Year Ref RD Name
View (6 credits)
NEILL ANDREW 71 SPIERS M 1880 737 /11 Eccles ST ———
Order certificate
View (6 credits)
NEILL ANDREW 2 JAMIESON M 1876 644 /8 /947 Milton —_—
Order certificate
View (6 credits)
NEILL ANDREW 1 YOUNG M 1878 644 /1/173 Bridgeton —
Order certificate
View (6 credits)
NEILL ANDREW 46 LAW M 1879 644 /13/38 Tradeston —_—
Order certificate
View (6 credits)
NEILL ANDREW 36 DICKSON M 1873 671/7 Torphichen _—

Order certificate

www.scotlandspeople.gov.uk
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Class 2: Piecing Together the Story: Analyzing Records and Drawing Conclusions

Summary on Parentage and Origins

* Gravestone noted birth date as 20 Sep. 1860

* There was a birth recorded with the same date with
parents Andrew Neill and Christina Meiklem in
Glasgow, Lanarkshire, Scotland

o Oldest children's first names were Andrew and
Christina

* In 1881, he went to live with the Pollock family and
was working as a compass maker

o This occupation requires working with metals like
brass
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Conclusion

* Robert Neill was most likely the son of Andrew
Neill and Christina Meiklem born on 20 Sep. 1860
in Glasgow, Lanarkshire, Scotland

* He emigrated to the United States in 1883.
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QUESTIONS?

Schedule a consultation

consultations@americanancestors.org

Hire Research Services
research@americanancestors.orqg
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Consultations

AmericanAncestors.org/
Expert-Help/Consultations

(®) scan ME
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. A National Center for Family Histor F —~ =
g Amencan AnCeStorS, Heritage & éfulture 3 5 Pl e il e
Search Events I(}in/ Renew Give 10 Million Names Publications  ExpertHelp Tools Projects Centers & Initiatives

Piecing Together the Story: Analyzing Records and Drawing
Conclusions

Thank you for registering for the online seminar, Piecing Together the Story: Analyzing Records and Drawing Conclusions!

When conducting family history research, it can be easy to make the misstep of treating a record like an answer key for the blank spots on your family tree
—simply filling in the blanks and moving on to the next record. However, there are important stories, clues, and historical context that will be missed if you
use records this way. In this five-week online seminar, you'll learn how to slow down and scrutinize each record you find. Our genealogists will provide
resources, strategies, and in-depth examples to demonstrate the rich stories and information that can uncovered when analyzing records.

This course includes five 90-minute classes and exclusive access to handouts and recordings of each presentation. These recordings and all course
materials will be available for the foreseeable future.

https://www.americanancestors.org/piecing-together-story-analyzing-records-and-

drawing-conclusions
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THANK YOU!

AmericanAncestors.org
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