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Rhonda R. McClure, Senior Genealogist

Class 1: Analysis, Evaluation, 
Leveraging

Piecing Together the 
Story: Analyzing Records 
and Drawing Conclusions

Meet today’s presenter

Rhonda R. McClure
Senior Genealogist

OVERVIEW
• Presentation (60 mins.)

• Q&A (30 mins.)

• Analysis vs. Evaluation
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Voice of 
Rhonda R. McClure,
Senior Genealogist

Analysis vs. 
Evaluation Part I

Analysis
1. A detailed examination of anything complex in 

order to understand its nature or to determine its 
essential features

2. Separation of a whole into its component parts

Merriam-Webster Dictionary
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Evaluation
• The act or result of evaluating

1. To determine or fix the value of

2. To determine the significance, worth, or 
condition of usually by careful appraisal and 
study

Evaluate

Merriam-Webster Dictionary

Basics of Analysis 

• Source Analysis

• Record Analysis

• Linkage Analysis

Analyze the Source 
and the Record

• A source is a coherent collection of records
created by a single jurisdiction or a single author 
for a defined purpose.

• A record is that portion of a source which 
pertains to a single event.

Robert Charles Anderson, Elements of Genealogical Analysis (Boston: 
NEHGS, 2014) p. 1
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Source Analysis
• Are you looking at an original or derivative? 

source?

Original Sources
• Digital copies, microfilm, and microfiche

are considered original for analysis 
purposes

• Original – From the time period being researched. 
Includes:
– Duplicate original
– Record (Clerk’s) copy
– Image copy

• BCG Article  - QuickLesson 10

Source Analysis
• Am I looking at an original or a copy of a 

document?

• Is this an index, an abstract, or a transcription?

• Is this an authored document? If yes, does it have 
citations?
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Original Probate (Clerk’s Copy Book)

Frederick County, Maryland Probate 
Records

If land or probate records are 
found in a bound volume, they 
are the “clerk’s copy” of said 
record and are in the clerk’s 
copy book. Still considered an 
original, from the time period.

Derivative Sources
• Derivative – Written by someone who did not 

experience the events or time period. Includes: 
– Transcripts
– Extracts
– Abstracts

• https://familysearch.org/wiki/en/Primary_sources

Church Transcripts (Derivative)
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Burial Transcript (Derivative)

Vosburgh’s original transcription, 1923

Frances S. Fast’s copy of Vosburgh’s 1923 original transcription, 1942

Special Class of Sources
• Authored works
– Compiled genealogies

Authored Work
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Authored Work

BChR 286

Rec. First Church in Boston
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Tip:
Always read the 

introductory pages of 
authored works

Introductory Matter

Record Analysis
• Why was this record made?

• Who created this record?

• Who provided the information being recorded? 
(Who was the informant?)

• Are there any contradictions within the 
information given? Between this record and 
others? 
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Birth of Thoulough Everett Ayer

Birth record given to me by my 
grandfather in 1985.

Date of “certified copy” 26 July 1957.

• Why was this record made?
• To offer proof of the birth 

of Thoulough Everett Ayer
• Who created this record?

• City of Woburn
• Who provided the information 

being recorded?
• Unknown

• Are there any contradictions 
within the information given? 
Between this record and others?
• Unknown

Record Evaluation
• What is some of the information unique to this 

record?

• What new clues about the person or family does 
this record offer?

• What should you follow up on?

• Are there any contradictions within the 
information given? Between this record and 
others?

Birth of Thoulough Everett Ayer

Birth record given to me by my 
grandfather in 1985.

Date of “certified copy” 26 July 1957.

• What is some of the information 
unique to this record?
• Mentions that the original 

birth recorded in 1900 was 
amended in 1927

• Transcribed by clerk  in 
1957 from original 
document

• What new clues about the person 
or family does this record office?
• Offers an of residence for 

the family in 1899
• What should you follow up on?

• Seeking the original birth 
and what was amended
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Tip:
Mistakes and typos 

happen

Derivative Source 

Article by Raoul Raymond on Pierre 
Joffrion (Geoffrion), published  in 1968 
in Mémoires de la Société Généalogique
Canadienne-Française

The first sentence discusses that Pierre 
Joffrion’s presence in Montreal was 
verified by his mention in a judicial 
document dated 24 July 1665. And it has 
footnote 1.

BRH, vol 33 (1927), p. 38

No mention of Pierre Geoffrion (or 
any Geoffrion or variant spelling of 
that name.
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BRH, vol 33 (1927), p. 538

Pierre Geofrion:
• Judicial document 24 July 1665
• On the 1667 census (mentioned 

two times):
• Under Jofriau
• Under Geofrion

QUESTIONS?

Analysis vs. 
Evaluation Part II

31

32

33

Class 1: Piecing Together the Story: Analyzing Records and Drawing Conclusions

©American Ancestors, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center



9/2/2025

12

Authored Work

Rec. First Church in Boston

Source Analysis

• Am I looking at an original
or a copy of a document?
• A copy of a document.

• Is this an index, an abstract, 
or a transcription?
• A transcription

• How can I learn more about 
the original source?
• Look at the introductory 

matter.

Derivative Work

Rec. First Church in Boston
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https://www.familysearch.org/en/search/catalog/229936

https://www.familysearch.org/en/search/catalog/229936

First Church, Baptisms  1630-1847

This is a derivative work, 
not the original baptismal 
records.
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Front of the First Church Register

Derivative work, that was 
created in 1847, per 1961 
published transcription of the 
same records.

Leveraging

Leveraging
• Considering all that you find in a record

• Assigning on a reliability scale

• Were their problems?
– Typos
– Mistakes
– Mistranslations
– Mistranscriptions
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Unreliable Possibly Acceptable Good Excellent

Remember the Rating System
• Original > Copy

• Individual reporting > Informant

• Record close to the event > Record far removed 
from date of the event

• Educated clerk > Uneducated clerk

• Reliable source > Uncited source

Derivative Source 

Article by Raoul Raymond on Pierre 
Joffrion (Geoffrion), published  in 1968 
in Mémoires de la Société Généalogique
Canadienne-Française

The first sentence discusses that Pierre 
Joffrion’s presence in Montreal was 
verified by his mention in a judicial 
document dated 24 July 1665. And it has 
footnote 1.
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Judicial Document - ORIGINAL

Transcription & Translation

Article by Raoul Raymond

Pierre Geofrion:
• Judicial document 24 July 1665
• On the 1667 census (mentioned 

two times):
• Under Jofriau
• Under Geofrion

Article that cited the entry below, elected to ONLY use one of the 1667 
census entries, the one that is more questionable.
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• Typo in BRH footnote, 
for page number

• Elects to select one 1667 
census entry
– Surname spelled Jofriau
– He is a servant

• POSSIBLE rating

• Mentions a judicial 
record (but doesn’t 
investigate it further)

• Includes two entries in 
1667, but doesn’t share 
differences

• ACCEPTABLE rating

BRHMémoires

Leveraging

Dic. géné. des familles du Québec 

Rene Jetté, Dictionnaire généalogique des 
familles du Québec (pub. 1983), p. 488

Once again, we see 
only the mention 
of the 1667 census 
entry where Pierre 
is a servant to Jean 
Aubuchon.

Who said it first?
Dictionnaire

généalogique des 
familles du Québec

Le Bulletin des 
Recherches Historiques

Mémoires de la Société 
Généalogique

Canadienne-Française

Published: 1983Published: 1927Published: 1968

No citation in entry, lists 
sources in introductory 
material, including 1667 
census

Cites Le Bulletin des 
Recherches Historiques

Apparent third derivative 
source that mentions 
1667 census in resources 
used, but did not pick up 
second entry in the 
census

First derivative source
and it mentions both 
entries from 1667 census

Second derivative source
that references the first 
derivative source
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Tip:
Always find the earliest 
published version of a 

fact

Court Abstract - DERIVATIVE

Derivative Record
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Court Record - ORIGINAL

Comparison

Published abstract from Robert-Lionel Séguin, La Civilisation traditionnelle
de l’”habitant” aux 17e et 18e siècles, Fonds Matériel (Montreal: Fides, 1973), 
p. 561; translation from Google Translate 

Translation of transcription from original court document.

Pierre Geoffrion Research Log
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Updated Article – Pierre Geoffrion

Leverage
• Pertains to the specific research undertaken

• Same sources could be rated differently in other
research

• Records should be leveraged against other records 
for the same research

• Derivative works should always be verified with 
original records if possible

QUESTIONS?
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Linkage Analysis

How do we decide two records 
refer to the same person?

• What facts can you identify in a record that can be 
compared to another record?

• Can you identify any discrepancies in a record 
(or a source)?

Naturalization Certificate - 1923
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Petition No. 57897

1920 Census – New York

Kurt Wandel
• Kurt Wandel, b. Reutlingen, Germany, 23 Jan. 

1890

• Mother: Emilia (_____) Wandel

• Spouse: Oliva _____, b. Antwerp, Belgium, Nov. 
1893

64

65

66

Class 1: Piecing Together the Story: Analyzing Records and Drawing Conclusions

©American Ancestors, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center



9/2/2025

23

Tip:
Work from the known 

to the unknown

S.S. Vaderland, NYC, 3 Dec 1907

S.S. Vaderland, NYC, 3 Dec 1907
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New Jersey Marriage Index

Olivia LaVaine and Kurt Wandel, m. 
1919, cert. no. 37337

Kurt Wandel
• Kurt Wandel, b. Reutlingen, Germany, 23 Jan. 1890

• Mother: Emilia (_____) Wandel

• Spouse: Olivia LaVaine, b. Antwerp, Belgium, Nov. 
1893

• Married Olivia in 1919

• Known siblings:
– Otto Wandel, b. ca. April 1881 (per 1907 S.S. Vaderland

passenger list)

New York Marriage - 1913
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WWI Draft Registration Card

Church of the Transfiguration

Manhattan, Voter Registration, 1934, p.1 Kurt Wandel, Naturalized: Dist. Ct. 
of Boston, 11-5-23
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Correct Kurt Wandel?

1923 - Original Naturalization 
Certificate

1923 Naturalization Petition 
No. 57897

1934 NY Voter Registration, 
Mentioned 5 Nov 1923 
Naturalization

1913 Marriage to Eloise 
Rowe

Name

Age

Occupation

GenderSpouse’s 
Name

Parent’s 
Names

Place of 
Birth

Signature

If yes, write it down!
• Did the comparison between the records uncover 

any additional information? If the analysis was 
correct, the new information can be taken as 
accurate.

• You should decide your confidence level—how 
confident are you that your analysis was correct? 
Make a note of this decision. 
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Kurt Wandel
• b. Reutlingen, Germany, 23 Jan. 1890

• Parents:
– Christian Gottlieb Wandel
– Emilia Schwarzmann

• Religion: Lutheran

• Known Spouses:
– (1) – Eloise Rowe (m. 1913)
– (2) – Olivia LaVaine (m. 1919)
– (3) – Denyse _____ (m. by 1934)

Tip:
Use colors to indicate 

record strength in 
research log

Unreliable Possibly Acceptable Good Excellent

79

80

81

Class 1: Piecing Together the Story: Analyzing Records and Drawing Conclusions

©American Ancestors, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center



9/2/2025

28

Remember the Rating System
• Original > Copy

• Individual reporting > Informant

• Record close to the event > Record far removed 
from date of the event

• Educated clerk > Uneducated clerk

• Reliable source > Uncited source

Kurt Wandel Research Log

QUESTIONS?
Schedule a consultation

consultations@americanancestors.org

Hire Research Services
research@americanancestors.org
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Consultations

https://www.americanancestors.org/piecing-together-story-analyzing-records-and-
drawing-conclusions

THANK YOU!
AmericanAncestors.org
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