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Meet today’s presenter

David Allen Lambert
Chief Genealogist, American Ancestors
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OVERVIEW
• Presentation (60 mins.)

• Q&A (30 mins.)

• Locating NY Vital Records
• Using the New York State Census
• Church records as VR substitutes
• Other VR Substitutes
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Voice of
David Allen Lambert
Chief Genealogist
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Civil Registration 
• 1880- New York created a State Board of Health 

and established a Vital Records division
– Birth, marriages, and deaths reported to town or 

city clerk (3 days)
– Clerk created a copy of each vital record and 

forwarded the original to State.

• 1888- An addendum established penalties for 
those who failed to report vital events
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New York Vital Records
DeathMarriageBirth
184718471847Earliest

188018801880Statewide 
Registration

189018901890General 
Compliance 
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New York State Resources
• Vital Records indices:

– New York State Archives (Albany, N.Y.)
– National Archives Northeast Region (NYC)
– Onondaga County Public Library (Syracuse)
– Internet Archive (Reclaim the Records, browseable)
– FamilySearch (death index only, searchable)

• Marriage bonds and licenses:
– New York Marriages Previous to 1784
– New York Marriage Bonds 1753–1783

• Transcriptions of substitutes:
– Gertrude Audrey Barber
– Fred Q. Bowman
– Tree Talks
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archive.org/details/nybirthindex
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Archive.org

Class 2: Researching Upstate New York

©American Ancestors; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 9



familysearch.org
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Genealogical Copies
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Can I order a copy?
• Birth Records 
– 75 years
– Person is known to be deceased 

• Marriage Records
– 50 years
– Both spouses known to be deceased

• Death Records 
– 50 years
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Pre-1880 Records
• 1664- "The Minister or Town Clark of every parrish

shall well and truly and plainly Record all Births 
Marriages and Burials that shall happen within his 
Respective parrish, in a Book to be provided by the 
Churchwardener for that purpose."

• 1847- National Medical Convention in Philadelphia 
encourage statewide registration of births, marriages, 
and deaths via legislation from the individual states. 
New passed a law (Chapter 152) requiring the 
registration of vital events.
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New York Cities with Early VRs
YearCity

1870Albany

1866 (births), 1847 (deaths)Brooklyn

1878Buffalo

1847 (births), 1801 (deaths)New York

1875Rochester

1873Syracuse

1873Utica 

1875Yonkers

Class 2: Researching Upstate New York

©American Ancestors; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 14



Vital Records Substitutes 
• Federal and State 

Census Records

• City Directories

• Newspapers

• Bible Records

• Church Records 

• Pension Records

• Land Records

• Probate Records

• Cemetery Records

• Local Histories 
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Census Records
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Federal Non-Population and 
Special Schedules

• Agricultural Schedules 
(1850-1880)

• Defective, Dependent, and 
Delinquent Classes (1880)

• Industry and Manufacturing 
Schedules (1820, 1850-1880)

• Mortality Schedules 
(1850-1880)

• Social Statistics Schedules 
(1850-1870)

• Union Veterans and Widows 
Schedules (1890)

• Special Census on Deaf 
Family Marriages and 
Hearing Relatives (1888-
1895)

• And many others…

Class 2: Researching Upstate New York

©American Ancestors; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 17



Mortality Schedules
• Name of the deceased person

• Taken in 1850, 1860, 1870, 
and 1880

• Age, race, gender, cause of 
death, and occupation also 
included

• Died between 1 June (of the 
previous year) and 31 May 
(of the census year)
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Tip
Know your census days!
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census.gov/history/
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1860-Elbridge, New York 
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New York State Censuses
• 1825

• 1835

• 1845

• 1855

• 1865

• 1875

• 1892

Class 2: Researching Upstate New York

©American Ancestors; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 22



New York State Special Schedules
• Agriculture and domestic manufactures (1855, 1865, 1875)

• Marriage (1855, 1865, 1875)

• Industry other than agricultural (1855, 1865, 1875)

• Churches and schools (1855)

• Newspapers and other periodicals (1855)

• Death (1855, 1865, 1875)

• Deaf and dumb, blind, insane, and idiotic (1865)

• Officers and enlisted men now in the military or naval service (1865)

• Deaths of officers and enlisted men in the military or naval service (1865)

Class 2: Researching Upstate New York

©American Ancestors; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 23



1855 New York State Census-
Schedule IV- Marriages and Deaths
• Persons who married or died in the previous twelve 

months

• The census day began 
on 1 June; persons 
included in this 
schedule died on 
or before 1 June 1855.
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1855 New York State Census-
Schedule V- Churches and Schools
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1865 New York State Census-
Schedule V- Marriages

• Persons who married in the previous twelve months
– Full name before marriage
– Age
– Race
– Gender
– Date
– Place of marriage

• The census day began on 1 June; individuals included 
in this schedule married on or before 1 June 1865
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Schedule V-Marriages
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1865 New York State Census-
Schedule VI- Deaths

• Persons who died in the previous twelve months in 
civil life
– Age
– Race
– Gender
– Exact date of death
– Cause of death
– Occupation
– Marital Status  

• Census day was 1 June; individuals included in this 
schedule died on or before 1 June 1865
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Schedule VI-Deaths
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1865 New York State Census-
Schedule VII- Deaths of Officers and Enlisted Men

• Persons who died while serving in the military
– date of enlistment
– age at death
– rank
– civil status
– citizenship
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Schedule VII- Deaths of Officers and 
Enlisted Men since April 1861
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1875 New York State Census-
Schedule II- Marriages

• Persons who married in the previous twelve months
– Full name before marriage
– Age
– Race
– Gender
– Date
– Place of marriage

• The census day began on 1 June; individuals 
included in this schedule married on or before 1 
June 1875
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Schedule II-Marriages
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1875 New York State Census-
Schedule III- Deaths

• Persons who died in the previous twelve months in 
civil life
– Age
– Race
– Gender
– Exact date of death
– Cause of death
– Occupation
– Marital Status  

• Census day was 1 June; individuals included in this 
schedule died on or before 1 June 1875
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Schedule III-Deaths
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Case Study:
Groveland, Livingston 

County, NY
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Recorded Deaths in Groveland 
(1855)
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What is the identity
of #5?
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What we know

• 15 years old (born ca. 1840)

• Male

• Single

• Born in Livingston Co., NY

• Died in December 
(December 1854)

• Occupation- Farmer

• Cause of Death-
Inflammatory 
Rheumatism
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Ancestry.com

Class 2: Researching Upstate New York

©American Ancestors; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 40



Ancestry.com
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Tip
Don’t Forget-

Enumerators worked in 
household order
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Return to 1855 NY State Census
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1850 U.S. Federal Census
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findagrave.com
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QUESTIONS?
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Church Records

Class 2: Researching Upstate New York

©American Ancestors; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 47



Types of Church Records

• Baptisms

• Marriages

• Communion/Eucharist 

• Reconciliation

• Holy Orders

• Confirmation

• Anointing of the Sick

• Burial Records

• Circumcision Records 
(Bris)
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Religion
• Episcopal

• Presbyterian

• Roman Catholic

• United Evangelical 

• Protestant 

• Methodist Episcopal 

• German Reformed

• Lutheran

• Baptist

• Unitarian

• Reformed Dutch

• Jewish 
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Resources and Guides
• Guide to Vital Statistics Records of Churches in 

New York State 

• FamilySearch.org Wiki

• New York Family History Research Guide and 
Gazetteer
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New York Family History Research 
Guide and Gazetteer

• Baptists

• Catholic

• Congregational

• Eastern Rite Catholic 
and Eastern Orthodox

• Episcopal

• Jewish

• Lutheran

• Methodist

• Mormon (LDS)

• Presbyterian

• Quaker (Society of 
Friends)

• Reformer (Dutch, 
German, and 
French or Huguenot) 
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New York Family History Research Guide 
and Gazetteer
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New York Family History Research Guide 
and Gazetteer
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Daughters of the American 
Revolution 

• 1913- DAR members transcribed thousands of 
unpublished records, including Bible and Church 
records
– Revised Master Index to the New York State 

Daughters of the American Revolution 
Genealogical Records Volumes (by Jean Worden)

• dar.org – searchable name index to all reports 
created by the Genealogical Record Committee 
(GRC)
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Guide to Vital Statistics Records of 
Churches in New York State 

• Published in 1942 

• Prepared by the Historical 
Records Survey Service 
Division of the WPA

• Does not include NYC

• Arranged alphabetically 
by county and then by 
town/village/city

• Entry Includes:
– Name and Address of the 

Church
– Date of Origin
– Defunct or Merge 

information
– Type of Vital Record in 

Possession of the Church 
and Custodian

– Record loss
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St. Paul’s United Evangelical Church 
1843 -
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1855 New York State Census-
Schedule V- Churches and Schools
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Original Records on Microfilm
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Example of baptismal record
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Example of a Burial Record
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Cemetery Records
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Cemetery Records and Inscriptions
• Date of Birth and Death

• Place of Birth and Death

• Name of Spouse and 
Children

• Veteran Status

• Occupation

• Religion 
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Transcribed Records
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Online Databases
• findagrave.com

• billiongraves.com

• interment.net
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Burial Card
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Bible Records
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Bible Records
• Family units often recorded together

• Birth, marriage, and burial/death information 

• Maintained by local historical
societies, archives, or 
genealogical societies 
(American Ancestors)
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researchworks.oclc.org/archivegrid/

Class 2: Researching Upstate New York

©American Ancestors; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 68



services.dar.org/Public/DAR_Research/search/?Tab_ID=12
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http://services.dar.org/Public/DAR_Research/search/?Tab_ID=6

Class 2: Researching Upstate New York

©American Ancestors; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 70



Ancestry.com
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QUESTIONS?
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Other Vital Record 
Substitutes

Class 2: Researching Upstate New York

©American Ancestors; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 73



City Directories 
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City Directories

• Year/date of death 
or marriage

• Names of children, 
parents or extended 
family members

• Name of spouse
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Online Resources
• Ancestry.com- 128 city directories and 131 

business/professional directories for NY State

• Buffaloresearch.com- links to Buffalo, NY and 
Erie County, NY city directories

• Fold3.com- Buffalo and Rochester, NY directories 
(also NYC)

• Digital Library and archives at 
AmericanAncestors.org
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On-site Resources
• loc.gov- Library of Congress- Microform for 150 

places in New York

• nypl.org- New York Public Library- microform for 
entire State of New York in the Milstein Division 
of U.S. History, Local History and Genealogy 

• nysl.nysed.gov- New York State Library-
microform for many places in State of New York
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Newspapers
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New York Newspapers
• Finding newspapers
– Nysl.nysed.gov/nysnp by N.Y. State Library
– Nypl.org/node/5623 by N.Y. Public Library
– Chroniclingamerica.loc.gov by Library of Congress

• Digitized newspaper collections
– FultonHistory.com
– NYSHistoricNewspapers.org

• Transcriptions
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fultonhistory.com/Fulton.html
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Fred Q. Bowman Transcriptions
• Directory to Collections of New York Vital Records, 

1726–1989

• 10,000 Vital Records of Western New York, 1809–1850

• 10,000 Vital Records of Central New York, 1813–1850

• 10,000 Vital Records of Eastern New York, 1777–1834

• 8,000 More Vital Records of Eastern New York State, 
1804–1850

• 7,000 Hudson-Mohawk Valley (NY) Vital Records, 
1808–1850
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Databases
• Early American Newspapers, Series I, 1690-1876

• 19th Century U.S. Newspapers

• New York Times (1980-present)

• PERiodical Source Index (PERSI) at FindMyPast

• Newspapers.com

• Genealogybank.com

• Old Fulton NY Postcards (Fultonhistory.com)
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Essex County Republican May 14, 1853
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Military Records

Class 2: Researching Upstate New York

©American Ancestors; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 84



Fold3.com
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Tip
Use the 1890 Veteran 

Schedule to find 
service
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Veteran Schedule
• Name of surviving soldier, sailor, marine, and widow

• Rank and company

• Name of regiment or vessel

• Date of enlistment

• Date of discharge

• Length of service

• Post office address

• Disability incurred

• Remarks
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1890-Onondaga, NY
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• Email: Inquire@arch2.nara.gov
• Visit nara.gov
– eservices.archives.gov/orderonline/

– Fold3.com (widow’s pension)

• National Archives and Records Administration  

Locating Files
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Pension files
• Date of birth and/or death

• Place of birth and/or 
death

• Names of parents

• Names of children

• Place and date of 
marriage, including
name of spouse
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Invalid Pension
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Widow
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Mother or Father’s Pension
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Invalid, Widow, and Minor Child
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Proof of birth from a Civil War Pension
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Proof of marriage from a  Civil War Pension
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Bills and receipts
• Bills and Receipts 

for the veteran and 
his widow billable to 
the Pension Office

• Last payment to the 
veteran or widower
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Mug Books/County 
Histories
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Information Included
• Place and Date of Birth

• Names of Parents, 
Siblings, and Children 
(sometimes 
grandchildren)

• Ancestry 

• Political Affiliation 

• Occupation and Place 
of Residence

• Migration History

• Military Service

• Marriage Information

• Fraternal Organizations 
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Example from Portrait and biographical 
record of Lee County, Illinois
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Digital Formats
• https://www.hathitrust.org/

• https://books.google.com/

• https://archive.org/index.php

• https://openlibrary.org/

• https://books.familysearch.org

• http://library.si.edu/digital-library
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Is Everything Online?
• A Bibliography of American County Histories

by P. William Filby (1985)

• Bibliography of Counties of the 3111 Counties in the 
48 States by C. Stewart Peterson (1946)

• Consolidated Bibliography of County Histories in 
Fifty States in 1961 by C. Stewart Peterson (1963)
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QUESTIONS?
Schedule a consultation

consultations@americanancestors.org

Hire Research Services
research@americanancestors.org
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THANK YOU!
AmericanAncestors.org
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