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Researching Upstate
New York

Class 3: Using and Understanding
New York Land Records

August 2025

THE BRUE FAMILY LEARNING CENTER
A American Ancestors.

Meet today’s presenter

Kyle Hurst

Senior Genealogist of the Newbury Street Press

Presentation (60 mins.)

* Finding land records
« Town and county land records
» Colony/state and proprietor land records

Q&A (30 mins.)
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Why use Land Records?

i E ol A

IDENTIFY FAMILY ESTIMATE IDENTIFY IDENTIFY
RELATIONSHIPS DATES FORMER OCCUPATIONS
RESIDENCE
i it
GLIMPSE INTO DETERMINE TRACE
ANCESTOR’S THE SITE OFA  GENERATIONS OF
FINANCIAL HOUSE OR OWNERSHIP
STATUS FARM

Finding Land Records

8
Strategies
To find out: Do:
* Where are they when? @ Make a timeline
* Where are those locations?
mi] Research the area
* How did they get there?
!. Study migration routes
* Who made the records and .
where are they kept? o
Understand jurisdiction
'AIA levels
9
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Make a timeline

1801 Livingston, Columbia County ~ Taxes Darling Conroe

1803 Claverack, Columbia County  Taxes Darling Conroe

1820 Pomfret, Chautauqua County  Census Darling Conroe

1830 Hanover, Chautauqua County Census Darling Conroe

1840 Brant, Erie County Census Nancy Conroe

1850 Leon, Cattaraugus County Census Darling and Nancy
Conroe

1855 Leon, Cattaraugus County Census Benedict and Nancy
Russell

10

Research the location

» What town, county, state, territory Ontario County
held jurisdiction at that time? ==

» Use maps, plans, plats, atlases,

gazetteers, mapping tools
i J a8

(CDEFGHIIKLM

11

Other States

* Vermont
— Became a state in 1791

* Connecticut
— The Oblong ceded to NY in 1731

* Massachusetts

— Massachusetts Reserve and Boston Ten Towns
agreement in 1786

¢ New Jersey
— Autonomous in 1664 but shared a governor until 1739
— Line War resolved in 1772

12
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Study migration routes

MNew York Tumpikes

For
waoison Schuyler
(Utica)

o | cAmmacus | Ausaaw | STEvsen y
cnang| 064 [ smoome

o o |
Mohawk orIroquoisTrail === Forbidden Trail .
Erie Canal New Military Tract PA|~
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Records formats

Page §
o 1661

alled voted concluded and agreed
oprietors belonging to the

@ Published abstracts

e e thrawne
men to whome such Med-
it and Make it capable of
posses and injoye it for

= Microfilm

[ Digitized online

"_Ii Original records
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QUESTIONS?

Jurisdiction Levels

Levels of NY Land Records

* Colony/State — colony/state to person(s)

* County - person(s) to person(s)

» Town - town/person(s) to person(s)

* Proprietors —
— colony/state to person(s)

— person(s) to person(s)

18
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New York Land and Property

United States 4 LS. Land and Froperty # New)

‘ 'slol'Y
RF:::\;I:‘\ Guide & 1
and G.;gtlccl o

Town Land

Town Land

* Town distributed land to person(s) { e

W YORK

* Person(s) to persons(s)
transactions recorded by the town

21
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Page 4

March the 11th Anuo 1661
Towne Meeting called voted concluded and agreed
upon that those that are proprietors belonging to the
osild Towne Neck shall have twentic acres a Man ac-
cording to the former ander and the rest to have fitene
acres apecee that s helonging to the
Mol ok B diee i s o pon
that the south Medows as they shall be layde out shall
be fronted npon the woods and such Reedy or hasekee
lows as are not, mowable at present shall be throwne
in and not measured. And as men to whome such Med-
omes doe bappen ball ubue it nd Make J capable of

wing. shall quictly posses and injoy

B e o

Sealed & delivered Nurnor Surem o
in ye presents of us Newsaun Sirem O

arr o
Omzpian Luovow Cavzn Suarn o

Jamaica town records

Janarca, Long Tstaxn 195

Signed sealed and delivered
in the presens of

Hexy Towssesn senior  This is a true coppy taken
the X mark out of the originall by

of Cates Wricnr Mee Nataxi
Tuoxas Wenn Clerk

Page 24
June the 10th Anno 1681
These presents may serlefy any one whome it may
comters that Wheness thers'was an sgreement made
Begci Bl DAGAId Il s Sesiiell DECS 1otk
mber 3d Anno 1680 conserning
oo LAl hich the sy e £ ik Dl Ny fosmaesty sould
unto the sayde Samucll Davis but for reasons best

e R R f e e
aforesaid to be rendered as null and of none efect as to
Samuell Davis. And for all debts duse and demandes
that is upon any other acounts but what is mentioned
in the agrement betwene them November the third
And this
aimes of Land
e November
aloresaide o this sy, In confermation of the premises
wee doe this ¢ date above written set to our hands.
Agreede upon and et
Eznas Dovenry
Namnaxtes DExtoy

H
g
=
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Town Land Records

¢ Deeds
* Mortgages
e Distribution lists

Where to look:

¢ Town meeting records
»often published and/or filmed/digitized
e Town Clerk

23
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County Land

* Person(s) to person(s)

* Counties first created in 1683

* Newly created counties’ clerks recorded all deeds
beginning in 1794

* County clerks mandated to record all deeds
beginning in 1830

25

“ 7/
Check the date of when a county
was created and/or divided.

Interactive Map of New York Cot

www.mapofus.org

27
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County Land Records

= |nclude:

¢ Deeds/Conveyances books
¢ Mortgages books (beginning in 1753)

Where to look:

¢ Held by county clerk’s office
¢ Microfilmed/digitized by FamilySearch

28

(ramiyScarch famiyTree  Search  Memeries Gecinvolved  Activites 9 © ® soum

REATE ACCOUNT

Records  Images Family Tree  Genealogies Catalog  Books Wik

New York, Land Records, 1630-1975

Land and property records from the New York Land Office and county courthouses. The records
include land grants, patents, deeds, and mortgages. This collection includes all counties except
Franklin, Nassau, and Queens. Researchers, please note that the Oneida Cﬂ‘.lﬂ[y records will be
found with the Herkimer County records.

@ HOW TO USE THIS COLLECTION

All Counties  Allegany Bronx Eroome Cetizraugus  Cayuga Chatauqua  Chemung

Clinten Colmbia  Cartlenz Delaware  Dutchess Essex Futon

Greene Harilton Herkimer Jeffersen Kings Lewis Livingstor~~ Madison
Manrce Montgemery  NewYok  Niagara Oneide Ononcaga  Ontarie Orenge Orleans
Oswego Cisego Putnam Renscelaer  Richmond  Recdand Saratoga Schenectady  Schaherie
Schuyler Sensca St Lawrence  Steuben Surfolk Sullvan Tiega Towpkins  Ulkter
Waren Vashington  Wayre Westchestsr ~ Wyoming  Yates

FamilySea

29
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Decds 16131814

8/12/2025
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Grantor,
residence

Grantee,
residence

e v

FamilySearch.org

32

Mortgages
* Money borrowed with real estate held as collateral
* NY required to record mortgages as of 1753

* Look in deed books or separate mortgage books at
the county level

* Check for margin notes about mortgages paid

33
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QUESTIONS?
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39
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LANDS. 0

TABLES OF MANORS, COLONIAL PATENTS, PURCHASES, AND LAND GRANTS.
Nanorsof the Coloial Poiod in Now Yirk and s Dependencir,

[ = 1

@)
SRS

A N\
5V

B VORI

French’s Gazetteer of New York

40

CALENDAR

N. Y. COLONIAL MANUSCRIPTS

LAND PAPERS;

SSHTARY OF S137S 07 SEW YORE.

16151808

Published resources
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Revolutionary Times
* Royal Proclamation of e R 2
1763
— Colonists to stay east of
Appalachian Mountains
* Military Tract

— Cayuga, Cortland,
Onondaga, and Seneca
Counties

* Confiscated Loyalist
Lands
— Sold after the Revolution

to former lessees and
other farmers

8/12/2025
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History of Tioga, Chemung, Tompkins and Schuyler Counties, New York, p. 18, Archive.org

44

TOWNSHIPS

e

JOILILART PROATD.

Tt R

INENT,

EEREPERELIESE

Military bounty land

45
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anp TAACT,  MILITARY LETTERS PATENT.

L Dated July 9,170,
Beck 8 Page 01
Tomskip M (Viegil)

Lot 1. GG acres, sad othar lusds

8/12/2025

Grantee:

Glinton,Goorge (Beigsdier  Goneral)

Military tract patents

46

Loyalist land

New York, U.S., Sales of Loyalist Land, 1762-
1830

New York State Land
¢ Patents/Grants

* Land companies

48
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o —)

R e

NY Family History Research Guide and Gazetteer

49

Colony/State Land Records

S |nclude:

e Patents/grants
* Bounty land

Where to look:

¢ Held by New York State Archives
¢ Microfilmed/digitized by Family History
Library

50

Patents and Deeds

The State Archives holds recorded grant irector and council of New Netherland.
recorded private conveyances (dee

contain detailed descriptions of recore

ofland (pate
ek o Ircton s fom the Dutehicolonielperiod The follow g‘mdmgmdf
ontaining documentation of D val patents and deeds.

olonial Patents and Deet
Colonial Land Deeds. 165
d Provincial Secretary. 1642
ttch Colonial Admi /e Records, 1673-1674

fled with or recorded by New York's prov
@ highly irregul

cretary and later

rds are describ

Departme te Original Indian Treaties and D:
PeparimentiofStts Racordarincin Tieabes ancl De

App ications for and grants of land by th

period, when patent:
century. Records of rvice during the British colonial and earl
present, along with records of convs f real property between private parties
fecords can bé found n the ol a\vmg finding aids

New York State Departme

Letters za«eu« 1664-2016
cations for Land Gran

ts. 1642-1803

ment of State Military »—aten
partment of State Record of Deed
& New York State Engineer and Surveyor Records of

i Maps of State Lands, 1686-1892

archives.nysed.gov/research/land-records-guide

51
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FamilySearch.org

* Deeds, 1659-1846 from Secretary of State

¢ Escheated land records, 1749-ca.1830

¢ Field books, New York, 1701-1848

¢ Indian deeds and treaties, 1748-1825
¢ Land office minutes, 1784-1869

52

Land via Proprietor

Proprietors

* What they did:
— Purchased property from the government
— Leased or sold land to individuals

* What they owned/represented:
— Grant/patent
— Manors
— Land companies

* Benefits:
— Profits
— Boost land value
— Produce goods (especially wheat)

54
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Leases

* Terms standardized over
time

* Duration for “three lives” or
specified number of years

* Landowners needed to make
their patents productive, so
rent could be paid in
livestock, goods, currency,
and labor.

55

Records for Non-owners

* Lease e Surveys

* Rent books/rolls * Receipts

* Day books * Promissory notes

e Account books * Taxes

56

- 1 American Ancestors,

search Events Join/Renew Give

€Backt Dutchess County, NY: The Settlers of the
i Beekman Patent

- Settlers of the Beekman Patent
DN -

Dutchess County, New York

< Page 4o of1306 >

Enickerbocker.

1. JOHN? BEN, (Hugol), was born ca. 1726 andm. 7
Feb. 1743 Annatje, bp. 17 Jan. 1731 at Kinderhook, the

au. of Jacob nd Mareytis __ . (Germantown
Refo oh; in the Dover area of the Beskma
Patent by 17 first mettled on a farm, probably in

pe.
vheat rents f y 1760 through 1767 at &n avarage of
25 bushels per year. He paid no rents in 1768 id
20 in botn 1769 and 1770. In 1761 he delivared his rent
to Clear Everit, in 1761 to Kenry Livingston's mill

in 1765 __ Schermerhorn was to pay three 7quarts rent
on his Gefialf. John Whesler was the next tenant after
Ben. [ELP mise A120).

John Ben gave a mortgage on a farm of 158 acres, 3
roods a perches on 31 Hay 1771. The amount of the
mortgage vas £125 and vas to his brother-in-law Pater
Knickerkocker of Northeast and James Ben, his brother,
of the Manor of Livingston. The farm was in lot 14 in
Pavling Precinct snd bounded the lines of 13 and 13 and
was possibly the same farm he had leased. (K 3:81].

John Ben £iled a ¢laim to the
horsa gears lost in ona thousand
nine, the sun of one pound.”

ny for a "set of
n_ hundred & fifey
).

AmericanAncestors.org

57
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Example of rent book
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Land Companies

Phelps and Gorham * Holland Land Company
Purchase

Morris Purchase ¢ Macomb Purchase

SUBDIVISIONS OF TIN MASACHUSETTS FURCILASE
O sbout 00000 et of L sk s Maspschnsts by 1 S of Now Yorb at he Jrtfond Crmsombion, Do 14, 8.
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Western New York Land Tran

tions, 18251835

%
wil |
2

NAME SURNAME DATE _LOT S TR D REF-PAGE

Alanson Herriman 10Fe29 50 000610 D 507-0098
Darli: conro 12Fe29 42 000610 D 507-0098
Ashbal Watrous 18Fe29 31 000610 D 507-0098
Manus Griswold 20Fe29 46 000610 D 507-0098
Sath o et zpes m san anns

togpied Sutis L 23 2235

Holland

8/12/2025

Proprietor Records

S |Nclude: — ]

* Sale/reversion records
e Lease documents

m \Where to look: —

» Corporate/personal holdings

e Manuscript collections of the landlord

e New York Historical Society, New York State Library,
etc.

63
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Levels of NY Land Records

* Colony/State — colony/state to person(s)

* County - person(s) to person(s)

* Town - town/person(s) to person(s)

* Proprietors —
— colony/state to person(s)

— person(s) to person(s)

64

Ins and Outs of NY Land

QUESTIONS?

Schedule a consultation
consultations@nehgs.org

Hire Research Services
research@nehgs.org
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