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Meet today’s presenter

Kyle Hurst
Senior Genealogist of the Newbury Street Press
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OVERVIEW
• Presentation (60 mins.)

• Q&A (30 mins.)

• Finding land records
• Town and county land records
• Colony/state and proprietor land records
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Voice of
Kyle Hurst
Senior Genealogist

R. Stanton Avery Special Collections, 
American Ancestors
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Why use land records?
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• Residences (current, 
former, other)

• Occupation

• Military service

• Social standing

• Literacy 

• Dates

• FAN club members

• Relationships

• Previous owners

• Description

About othersAbout person
Info in land records
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Why use Land Records?

IDENTIFY FAMILY 
RELATIONSHIPS

ESTIMATE 
DATES

IDENTIFY 
FORMER 

RESIDENCE

IDENTIFY 
OCCUPATIONS

GLIMPSE INTO 
ANCESTOR’S 
FINANCIAL 

STATUS

DETERMINE 
THE SITE OF A 

HOUSE OR 
FARM 

TRACE 
GENERATIONS OF 

OWNERSHIP
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Finding Land Records
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• Where are they when?

• Where are those locations?

• How did they get there?

• Who made the records and 
where are they kept?

Do:To find out:
Strategies

Make a timeline

Research the area 

Study migration routes

Understand jurisdiction 
levels
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Make a timeline
Name(s)EventPlaceDate

Darling ConroeTaxesLivingston, Columbia County1801

Darling ConroeTaxesClaverack, Columbia County1803

Darling ConroeCensusPomfret, Chautauqua County1820

Darling ConroeCensusHanover, Chautauqua County1830

Nancy ConroeCensusBrant, Erie County1840

Darling and Nancy 
Conroe

CensusLeon, Cattaraugus County1850

Benedict and Nancy 
Russell

CensusLeon, Cattaraugus County1855
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Research the location
• What town, county, state, territory 

held jurisdiction at that time?

• Use maps, plans, plats, atlases,                        
gazetteers, mapping tools
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Other States
• Vermont

– Became a state in 1791

• Connecticut
– The Oblong ceded to NY in 1731

• Massachusetts
– Massachusetts Reserve and Boston Ten Towns 

agreement in 1786

• New Jersey
– Autonomous in 1664 but shared a governor until 1739
– Line War resolved in 1772
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Study migration routes
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Conroe migration
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Records formats

Published abstracts

Microfilm

Digitized online

Original records
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QUESTIONS?
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Jurisdiction Levels
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Levels of NY Land Records
• Colony/State – colony/state to person(s) 

• County – person(s) to person(s)

• Town – town/person(s) to person(s)

• Proprietors –
– colony/state to person(s)
– person(s) to person(s)
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Guides
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Town Land
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Town Land
• Town distributed land to person(s)

• Person(s) to persons(s) 
transactions recorded by the town
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Jamaica town records
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Town Land Records

• Deeds
• Mortgages
• Distribution lists

Include:Include:

• Town meeting records 
often published and/or filmed/digitized

• Town Clerk

Where to look: Where to look: 
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County Land
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County Land
• Person(s) to person(s)

• Counties first created in 1683

• Newly created counties’ clerks recorded all deeds 
beginning in 1794

• County clerks mandated to record all deeds 
beginning in 1830
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Check the date of when a county 
was created and/or divided.
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www.mapofus.org
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County Land Records

• Deeds/Conveyances books
• Mortgages books (beginning in 1753)

Include:

• Held by county clerk’s office
• Microfilmed/digitized by FamilySearch

Where to look:
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FamilySearch.org

Class 3: Researching Upstate New York

©American Ancestors; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 29



FamilySearch.org
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FamilySearch.org
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FamilySearch.org

Grantor, 
residence

Grantee, 
residence
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Mortgages
• Money borrowed with real estate held as collateral

• NY required to record mortgages as of 1753

• Look in deed books or separate mortgage books at 
the county level

• Check for margin notes about mortgages paid
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Jefferson County mortgage

parties: 
mortgagee, 
mortgagor

Amount 
owed

Collateral

Payment 
agreement and 
consequences

Payment 
received; 
mortgage 
canceled
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QUESTIONS?
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Colony/State Land
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Colony/State Land
• Colony/state to person(s) = New York controlled 

land grants/patents

• Process: 
Indian deed > survey > 

patent/sale

• Descriptions:
– Eastern counties described in metes & bounds
– Western counties divided by lots, townships, and 

ranges
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Colonial Land
• Patroonships

– Rensselaerswijck

• Patents
– Beekman

• Manors
– Rensselaerswyck
– Livingston
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French’s Gazetteer of New York
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Published resources
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Patents
Patents of the state of New York, 
1649-1912
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Revolutionary Times
• Royal Proclamation of 

1763
– Colonists to stay east of 

Appalachian Mountains

• Military Tract
– Cayuga, Cortland, 

Onondaga, and Seneca 
Counties

• Confiscated Loyalist 
Lands
– Sold after the Revolution 

to former lessees and 
other farmers
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History of Tioga, Chemung, Tompkins and Schuyler Counties, New York, p. 18, Archive.org
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Military bounty land
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Military tract patents
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Loyalist land
New York, U.S., Sales of Loyalist Land, 1762-
1830
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New York State Land
• Patents/Grants

• Land companies
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NY Family History Research Guide and Gazetteer
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Colony/State Land Records

• Patents/grants
• Bounty land

Include:

• Held by New York State Archives
• Microfilmed/digitized by Family History 

Library

Where to look:
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archives.nysed.gov/research/land-records-guide
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FamilySearch.org
• Deeds, 1659-1846 from Secretary of State

• Escheated land records, 1749-ca.1830

• Field books, New York, 1701-1848

• Indian deeds and treaties, 1748-1825

• Land office minutes, 1784-1869
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Land via Proprietor
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Proprietors
• What they did:

– Purchased property from the government
– Leased or sold land to individuals

• What they owned/represented:
– Grant/patent
– Manors
– Land companies 

• Benefits:
– Profits
– Boost land value
– Produce goods (especially wheat)
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Leases
• Terms standardized over 

time

• Duration for “three lives” or 
specified number of years

• Landowners needed to make 
their patents productive, so 
rent could be paid in 
livestock, goods, currency, 
and labor.
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Records for Non-owners
• Lease

• Rent books/rolls

• Day books

• Account books

• Surveys

• Receipts

• Promissory notes

• Taxes
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AmericanAncestors.org
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Example of rent book
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Examples of tenant documents
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Land Companies
• Phelps and Gorham 

Purchase

• Morris Purchase

• Holland Land Company

• Macomb Purchase
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HLC M PG
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Holland Land Company
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Proprietor Records

• Sale/reversion records
• Lease documents

Include:

• Corporate/personal holdings
• Manuscript collections of the landlord
• New York Historical Society, New York State Library, 

etc.

Where to look:
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Levels of NY Land Records
• Colony/State – colony/state to person(s) 

• County – person(s) to person(s)

• Town – town/person(s) to person(s)

• Proprietors –
– colony/state to person(s)
– person(s) to person(s)
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Ins and Outs of NY Land
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QUESTIONS?
Schedule a consultation

consultations@nehgs.org

Hire Research Services
research@nehgs.org
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AmericanAncestors.org/researching-upstate-new-york-ancestors
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THANK YOU!
AmericanAncestors.org
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