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Meet today’s presenter

Christopher C. Child
Senior Genealogist of the 

Newbury Street Press
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OVERVIEW
• Presentation (60 mins.)

• Q&A (30 mins.)

• Using onomastic evidence
• Tackling various genealogical challenges
• DNA Case study
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Voice of
Christopher C. Child
Senior Genealogist
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General Considerations
• You may not find one “smoking-gun” record

• You may need to rely on several records to build 
a case 

• Some records may be less reliable than others

• “A” may lead to “B,” which might lead to “C” and 
then back to “A” (or more)

• May have working several working theories
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Common New York Problems
• You know that your ancestors are from New York, 

but you don’t know where in New York

OR

• You have identified your ancestors in New York, 
but cannot move them back another generation
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Get organized!
(or re-organized)
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Research Logs
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Research Log
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AmericanAncestors.org/education/learning-resources/download
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Annotated Research Log
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Organizing Your Data
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Pick one format and stick to it
• Family Group Sheets

• 5 Generation Charts

• Customized 
Spreadsheets

• Genealogical Software

• Database Software
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What are your goals?
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Remember the steps
1. Organize
2. Look for missing information
3. List records that will aid in your 

research
4. Find the resources
5. Research!
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Write it down!
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Use more than one document to 
prove parentage
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Using Onomastic 
Evidence
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Onomastic Evidence
• Some cultures may have defined naming patterns, 

while others may be less rigid

• Surnames as first names or less common first 
names can be clues of earlier kinships and origins

• Can be circumstantial evidence, but can be a 
starting point or provide a working theory
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Jonathan Pinney of Plymouth, VT
• Was he really born in England?

• Evaluate names from 
wife’s family

• Disregard very common 
names (usually)

• Had sons John and 
Jonathan

• Sons Solomon, Amial, 
and “Deline”
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Delano Pinney
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John Penney and Elizabeth Delano
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NYGBR, 2002
• John Penny had a nephew named Amial

• Elizabeth Delano was the daughter and sister of a Jonathan Delano

• Moved to Dutchess Co., 
N.Y. in 1750s, John died 
soon after

• Moved back to Mass.; 
Elizabeth married 
(2) David Ayres 
(who had son Solomon)

• Moved with married 
Penny daughters to 
Plymouth, Vt.!
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Jonathan Pinney of Plymouth, Vermont; 
only one still named Penney/Pinney
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Caswell & Shaw Families of CT
• Ebenezer Rogers of Norwich, CT & Albion, NY
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Rogers, Merrick, Shaw, and Caswell 
Families of Norwich, CT
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George Rogers of Whatley, MA
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George Rogers Family
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Naming patterns are not 
always a guarantee 

of kinship.

Class 5: Researching Upstate New York

©American Ancestors; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 29



Challenge: 
Determining maternity 

when a father has 
two wives
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Challenges
• Sometimes a man may be married to two women 

with the same first name, two sisters, or even 
(rarely) women who have the same full name!

• Researching a complete timeline with probate, 
land records, military, pensions, or any possible 
record

• Following leads on family members of male 
subject and both of his wives
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Land Records and Naming Patterns
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Key Documents
• Probate Record of Ann Brewster’s brother Daniel 

Brewster in 1779 lists sister Ann as still single

• Lebanon Land Records, 1781, “George and Ann 
Rogers,” sell land to Elijah Hyde, Jr.

• 1776 Death date of Margaret: sibling or mother?
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Arranging the two mothers
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Challenge: 
Separating people of the 
same name in the same 

community

Class 5: Researching Upstate New York

©American Ancestors; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 35



Common Families, 
Common Problems

• Even when records are abundant, kinship linkages 
may be problematic

• Records in colonial period and early nineteenth 
century are often not as detailed as we want

• Try to get additional records when a family name 
may be too common to rely on a vital record alone
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QUESTIONS?
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Case Study-
Who are the parents of 

Lydia Franklin?
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Birthplaces of Parents from 1880
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Work from the known to the unknown!
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Ezra Harrison and Lydia (Franklin) 
Botsford
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Lydia through the censuses
all in Allegany County, New York
• 1850, aged 35, born Connecticut (oldest child 12, b. N.Y.)

• 1855, aged 39, born N.H. (oldest child 17 b. Allegany Co.)

• 1860, aged 45, born Pennsylvania

• 1865, aged 51, born T (erased) Pen.

• 1870, aged 55, born New York

• 1875, aged 60, born Pennsylvania

• 1880, aged 65, born Pennsylvania, parents born Vermont
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Research the Children
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Sources Searched Without Success
• Allegany County, New York Probate Records

• Allegany County, New York land records

• Western New York Genealogical Society Journal

• Allegany County, New York newspapers

• Botsford and Franklin family histories

• Civil War records for sons that died during and 
just after the Civil War
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Other Ideas?
• Could Lydia have had siblings also living in the area

• Could she have lived in other counties in New York 
other than Allegany County?

• Franklin is a very common surname
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New Census Search
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Franklins of PA, NY, and VT?
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Nearby Counties 
(and on the border with Pennsylvania)
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Older Methods of Genealogical 
Research 
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User Contributed Data
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Possible Parents of Rufus
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Older Genealogies
Earlier Residence in Tioga Co., Pennsylvania
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Could John Franklin have had 
more than two children?
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Other children?
Where did this come from?
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Poor Tax Lists Online
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John Franklin, Candidate for father of 
Lydia (Franklin) Botsford

• Per Daggett Genealogy – Rufus and Kesiah (2)

• Per 1820, 1821, 1822 Jackson Poor Lists – Ruth, 
Philane/Lana, Rufus, Lydia, Martha (5)

• 1820 census (PA) – Six, aged 0 to 15

• 1830 census (NY) – Five, aged 5 to 30

• The names of six children plus two more
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Esther (Daggett) Franklin, 
the Matriarch
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A Second Entry
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Educated Guesses 
are OK!
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The Bideler Family
• Isaac Bideler (1801-1847) m. Esther Franklin (1807-1877)

• David Bideler (1809-1884) m. (1) Malura Martha Franklin 
(1820-1844), (2) Anna Matteson

• Solomon Bideler (1817-1891) m. Keziah E. Franklin 
(1822-1890)
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Terrific Census Entries
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Terrific Graves
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The Eight Children
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Family Connections
• Esther, Rufus, Malura Martha, and Keziah all 

remain in Steuben County, with the three Franklin 
sisters marrying the three Bideler brothers

• Philena and Reuben moved to Monroe County, 
with their mother Esther living with Reuben’s wife 
and children in 1850

• Where’s Lydia?
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Connections to Allegany County
• Philena’s son Alonzo was born there in 1838

• Rufus married Jane Snider there in 1838

• Ezra and Lydia (Franklin) Botsford lived for 
decades next to near several Snider families
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Classic Mug Books
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Migration Notes from 1855 Census
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QUESTIONS?
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Remember:
not everything 

is online!
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Civil War “Son” Pension
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Civil War “Son” Pension
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Reputation of Witnesses
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Kinship from the Pension
• Nephew Maritn V. Bideler (son of Esther)

• Sister Keziah Bideler*

• Niece Charlotte Spinney (daughter of Keziah)

• Niece Mary D. Easterbrooks (daughter of Keziah)*

• Brother-in-law David Bideler (widower of Martha 
Malura)

• Nephew and (nephew-in-law) Alonzo Davis (son of 
Philena, and husband of Amanda Bideler, daughter of 
Martha Malura)
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Remember Marriages and Deaths in the 
State Census for the last year
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Finalizing the Steps
1. Organize
2. Look for missing information
3. List records that will aid in your research
4. Find the resources
5. Research
6. Analyze and make your conclusions  
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Earlier Daggett Ancestors
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1880 three kids said parents 
were born in Vermont
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Eastern Union of Vermont, 1777-1791
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My First “Mayflower” Line
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Not all New York 
problems will be solved 

in New York
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Case Study:
DNA Study
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Basics of mtDNA
• mtDNA is inherited from a person’s mother

• Matrilineal-related people (even several 
generations back) share the same mtDNA markers

• People who do not share the same markers are not 
matrilinealy related within recorded history (a few 
centuries)

• For this problem: three people were solicited and 
existing descendants had already participated
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Esther Dyer of Braintree, Vermont
• Born Vermont, about 1790

• Married Braintree, Vermont, 1814, George 
Flanders, and moved to New York

• In later censuses, Esther lived with Tarrant Dyer, a 
grandson of Ichabod Dyer, Sr. of Braintree, 
Vermont

• Based on the 1800 censuses, Esther could be a 
daughter of Ichabod Dyer, Jr., or his eldest son 
Ichabod Dyer, Jr.
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Which family does 
Esther belong to?
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Matrilineal Descendants
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Matrilineal Descendants
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Expected Conclusions
• Matrilineal descendants of Phebe Nichols should match 

descendants of Margaret (_____) Nichols

• Matrilineal descendants of Mary Jones should match 
descendants of Priscilla Mullins

• Matrilineal descendants of Esther Dyer should match one 
of these two groups

• If Esther’s descendants match the Nichols bunch, she was a 
daughter of Phebe Nichols and Ichabod Dyer, Jr.

• If Esther’s descendants match the Mullins/Alden bunch, 
she was a daughter of Mary Jones & Ichabod Dyer, Sr.
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Results!
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Esther Dyer is a daughter of 
Ichabod Dyer, Sr. and Molly Jones
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When to “Give Up”?
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When to give up . . .
• You’ve searched all available records—published 

and original

• Broadened scope to look at other relatives, inlaws, 
friends, and neighbors

• With trial and error, existing theories cannot be 
confirmed or refuted
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. . . but never give up hope!
• More and more records are being indexed and 

digitized everyday

• Follow scholarly journals and database updates

• Your solution could be in a collection not yet 
considered by your research
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QUESTIONS?
Schedule a Consultation

consultation@americanancestors.org

Hire Research Services
research@americanancest.org
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AmericanAncestors.org/researching-upstate-new-york-ancestors
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THANK YOU!
AmericanAncestors.org
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