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Researching Colonial and 
Revolutionary War Soldiers
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Determine your veteran 
ancestors of the 

17th and 18th centuries
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Determining the Military Service of 
your Ancestors before the Revolution

• Age at enlistment

• Wars during his lifetime

• Documents & Artifacts

• Pensions 

• Genealogies and local histories
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How old was your Veteran ?
• Drummer Boy

• Student Soldier

• Married with Children

• Seasoned Veteran

• Senior Soldier
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What colonial wars occurred during his 
lifetime?
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17th Century Conflicts 
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Pequot War: 1636-1638
• Expansion into Connecticut

• New England settlers and Pequot Indians

• Major battle: Fort Mystic May 26, 1637
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King Philip’s War: 1675-1676
• First full scale New England war in the 17th c.

• Metacomet (aka) King Philip and the 
Wampanoag Indians

• Plymouth Colony, Rhode 
Island, Western Mass., 
and beyond

Come Home to New England

©American Ancestors, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 8



Come Home to New England

©American Ancestors, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 9



Massachusetts Archives Collection
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King William’s War: 1689-1697
• Glorious Revolution of 1688; England declares 

war on France 1689

• Areas of New York, Maine, and New Hampshire

• Sir William Phips led attack on Port Royal, Acadia

• Failed attempt 
to capture 
Quebec
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Sir William Phips’ Expedition 
October 1690
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18th Century Conflicts 
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Queen Anne’s War: 1702-1713
• England at war with France

• Raids by French and allied 
Indians  from Canada into 
Northern New England 
communities. Attack on                                
Deerfield, 1704

• St. Augustine attacked 1702                                    
and 1704

• French naval action Charleston in 1706
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King George’s War: 1740-1748
• Key battle: Fortress Louisburg on Cape Breton in 

modern day Nova Scotia, 1745

• 1748, return of fortress to 
French control
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French and Indian War
• “Seven years war” over boundary disputes 

between English colonists and French

• Recapture of Fortress Louisbourg in 1759

• Many British soldiers 
would later fight against
the crown in Revolution
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Tip
Family Heirlooms 

for Clues
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Family Heirlooms for Clues

• What might be in the attic?

• Ask relatives

• Museums and archives

• Ebay or Auction catalogs
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What was lost – now is found
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Military Commissions
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Tip
Examine Probate 

Inventories
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Inventories & Family heirlooms?
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Confirm Published 
Sources
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Confirm Published Sources
• Don’t re-invent the wheel

• What has been published

• State by State Lists

• Local Histories

• Internet resources when available
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American Ancestors 

Colonial Wars related 
databases
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Military Records 
• Colonial Soldiers and Officers in New England, 

1620-1775 (38,238 names).

• Newport, RI: Members of the Artillery Company 
of Newport (1,022 names).
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Massachusetts 1620-1775
• Officers & Soldiers in the Seventeenth-Century Conflicts

• Officers & Soldiers, 1702-1722, Queen Anne's to 
Dummer's War   

• Soldiers in the French and Indian Wars 1744-1755

• Officers in the French and Indian Wars 1748-1763  

• Officers & Soldiers 1723-1743

• Officers and Soldiers in the French and Indian Wars, 
1755-1756   

Come Home to New England

©American Ancestors, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 46



Colonial Soldiers and Officers in New England, 
1620-1775
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Tip
Locate the Primary source 

of the Muster Rolls
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Seeking the Primary Source

• Locate source book or online

• Consult in person or digital copy

• Inquire the size of the document
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Tip
Adopt your ancestor’s 

regiment
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Adopt your ancestor’s Regiment

• Research each individual

• Look for additional MSS

• Who were the officers?

• Did they fight together again?
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Published Sources
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Published Resources: 
Muster Rolls and military histories

• Compilations of Colonial soldiers

• Published histories of battles 
and wars

• Hereditary Society publications
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library.nehgs.org
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Hereditary Societies
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American Ancestors 

Colonial Wars related 
Membership applications
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Membership Applications Online
General Society of Colonial Wars Membership 
Applications, 1893-1949

• This database includes all applications and supplemental 
applications to the General Society of Colonial Wars 
starting from their founding in 1893. Material is not 
included for individuals listed in the applications who 
were born after January 1, 1950. This database is 
searchable for given names and surnames, and includes 
records for provided births, baptisms, marriages, deaths 
and burials listed for persons in the line of eligibility for 
membership on the application forms. Currently, the 
database includes applications from Member 1 through 
Member 2629. 
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Seek out or apply to 
Hereditary Societies
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1638 : Ancient and Honorable Artillery Company 

1891 : Colonial Dames of America 
1893: General Society of Colonial Wars 
1896 : National Soc. of Colonial Daughters of the 17th Century
1896 : Order of Founders and Patriots of America 
1898 : National Society Daughters and Patriots of America

1915: National Society Colonial Dames XVII Century
1927 : National Society Women Descendants of A. & H. A. C. 
1932 : National Society Daughters of Colonial Wars 
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American 
Revolutionary War 
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Do you have a veteran in your 
Family Tree ?
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Does his age fit the Muster Roll?
• Drummer Boy

• Student Soldier

• Married with Children

• Seasoned Veteran

• Senior Soldier
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How old was your veteran?
Too young or Too Old ?

• Ages not listed, no town given

• Age range of typical soldier, 18-35

• Average birth year 1735-1760

• Extremes early 1700s & late 1760s
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Family Relics in the Attic
• Letters
• Diaries
• Paintings
• Guns & Swords
• Discharge Papers
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Forgotten Images
• Do you have an image of your soldier?

• Did your veteran live into the 1830s?
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Oral Family Traditions
• 1775 to 2025
• Lost in translation
• Preserving stories
• Confirming stories with 

primary sources
• Hero or Deserter?
• Proving or disproving 

Grandma
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Cemetery 
Clues and Pitfalls

• Is there a gravestone for your vet?

• Cemetery and burial records

• Transcribed gravestones

• Where is his spouse buried?

• Is there a flag marker?

- S.A.R. marker on the right grave?
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American 
Revolutionary War 

Resources
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Useful Resources
• Muster rolls

• Quartermaster 
rolls

• Published 
genealogies

• Correspondence 
from officers

• Town histories 

• Pension files 

• Journals and 
diaries

• 1840 Census

• Maps

• TIP: Adopt the 
regiment! 
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From Published to 
Primary Sources

Come Home to New England

©American Ancestors, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 72



Mass. Soldiers & Sailors 
The following is his Revolutionary War sketch from Massachusetts Soldiers and Sailors in the 

Revolutionary War (12:559).

Poor, Jonathan, Newbury. Captain of a company of militia, Col. Samuel Gerrish’s 
(2d Essex Co.) Regt., which marched on the alarm of April 19, 1775; service, 6 
days; also, Captain; return of militia officers who joined Col. Jedediah 
Huntington's Regt., dated Roxbury Camp, Dec. 22, 1775; ordered in Council 
Feb. 3, 1776, that said officers be commissioned; also, Captain; list of officers 
of companies under command of Col. Huntingdon which reinforced the army; 
commissioned Feb. 3, 1776; also, copy of a return of said Poor's co. [year not 
given]; copy of a receipt dated New bury, march 18, 1777, signed by men 
belonging to said Poor's co., for wages for 6 weeks service, appears on reverse 
of return; also, Captain, 1st co., Col. Daniel Spafford's (7th Essex Co.) regt. of 
Mass. militia; list of officers to be commissioned in said regiment; ordered in 
Council June 26, 1777, that said officers be commissioned; reported 
commissioned June 26, 1777. 
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Looking for the Sources
• Poor, Jonathan, Newbury. Captain of a company of militia, Col. 

Samuel Gerrish’s (2d Essex Co.) Regt., which marched on the 
alarm of April 19, 1775; service, 6 days; also, Captain; return of 
militia officers who joined Col. Jedediah Huntington's Regt., dated 
Roxbury Camp, Dec. 22, 1775; ordered in Council Feb. 3, 1776, that 
said officers be commissioned; also, Captain; list of officers of 
companies under command of Col. Huntingdon which reinforced the 
army; commissioned Feb. 3, 1776; also, copy of a return of said Poor's 
co. [year not given]; copy of a receipt dated New bury, march 18, 1777, 
signed by men belonging to said Poor's co., for wages for 6 weeks 
service, appears on reverse of return; also, Captain, 1st co., Col. Daniel 
Spafford's (7th Essex Co.) regt. of Mass. militia; list of officers to be 
commissioned in said regiment; ordered in Council June 26, 1777, that 
said officers be commissioned; reported commissioned June 26, 1777. 
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Muster Roll Index  Microfilm

Massachusetts Muster Rolls 

(index file cards) of the 

Revolutionary War, 1767-1833 

259 Microfilms
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Capt. Jonathan Poor
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Capt. Jonathan Poor

Volume: 13 - Page: 43
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Capt. Jonathan Poor
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Capt. Jonathan Poor
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Citing the Primary Source
Jonathan Poor “Newbury. Captain of a company 

of militia, Col. Samuel Gerrish’s (2d Essex Co.) 
Regt., which marched on the alarm of April 19, 
1775; service, 6 days”[1]
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Citing the Primary Source
1. Muster/payrolls, and various papers (1763-

1808) of the Revolutionary War - Lexington 
Alarm rolls 1775, 13:43. [FHL US/CAN Film 
# 1906243] Online: 
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-
CSJ7-HJMC?i=416&cat=729681 (May 3, 2019) 
Repository: Massachusetts State Archives.
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Going beyond Abstracts 

and 

Dissecting Pension Files
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Virgil White Pension Abstracts
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Joshua Whitney Abstract
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www.fold3.com
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www.fold3.com
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Joshua Whitney Pension File
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Joshua Whitney Pension File
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Joshua Whitney Pension File
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Joshua Whitney Pension File
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Joshua Whitney Pension File
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Joshua Whitney Pension File
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Joshua Whitney Pension File
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Joshua Whitney Pension File
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Joshua Whitney Pension File
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Joshua Whitney Pension File
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Final Payment Vouchers 
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Index Card to Final Payments
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NARA – Final Payment Vouchers
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NARA – Final Payment Vouchers

Come Home to New England

©American Ancestors, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 103



NARA – Final Payment Vouchers
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Journals and Diaries

• Published journals
• Transcribed accounts
• Local historical 

societies
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digital.americanancestors.org
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digital.americanancestors.org
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digital.americanancestors.org
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digital.americanancestors.org
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Diary of Dr. Ezra Green, Mss A 1462, American 
Ancestors Digital Library and Archives
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1840 Census of Pensioners
• Revolutionary 

War pensioners 
and widows

• First census to 
give exact age

• Lists who veteran 
is residing with
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• fold3
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Adopting the 
Regiment
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Consider Adopting the Regiment or Crew

Consider using the steps 
you have learned and 
examine the pensions and 
stories of those men who 
served with your ancestor.  
The details in the diaries, 
letters, and pensions of his 
fellow veterans may add 
more detail to the story 
you know from 
researching his records.
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Overview of the best approaches for adopting a 
regiment or company

 Determine your limits and set goals!

 Utilize social media to attract assistance and find 
other descendants.

 What is your final product of your research on 
this “adoption”?
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Locating the Regiment by Company
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Excel Spreadsheet Database
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Applying to 
Hereditary Societies
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• National Society Daughters of the American 
Revolution (DAR)

• National Society Sons of the American Revolution 

• National Society Children of the American 
Revolution

• General Society of the Sons of the Revolution

• Society of the Cincinnati

• Daughters of the Cincinnati
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https://services.dar.org/members/dar_research/search/
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https://sarpatriots.sar.org/
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https://www.archives.gov/citizen-archivist/missions/revolutionary-war-pension-files
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Daniel Frederick Bakeman
• Born: October 9, 1759

• Died: April 5, 1869

• Tryon Co., NY Militia, 
1777-1781
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Esther (Sumner) Damon
• Born: August 1, 1814 

Bridgewater, VT

• Died: November 11, 1906

• Esther Sumner married 

• Noah D. Damon (1760 – 1853) 
on September 6, 1835, in 
Bridgewater, when she was 21 
and he was 75. They had met 
two weeks prior.
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Annie (Knight) Gregory
• Born: March 23, 1843

• Died: December 17, 1943

• Last Real Daughter of the 
D.A.R. 

• Her father Richard Knight 
was 66 when when she was 
born.  He was an 11 year old 
drummer boy in 1778.
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THANK YOU!
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