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Meet today’s presenter

Rhonda R. McClure

Senior Genealogist

OVERVIEW

Presentation (60 mins.)

« Common challenges to determining origins of the
immigrant ancestor
 Case studies

Q&A (30 mins.)
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Voice of
Rhonda R. McClure,
Senior Genealogist

Determining Origins in
Germany

Scenario 1: town name is already known, or
easy to discover

“Best case scenario”

Town name has been passed down through generations

Town name appears on document already in your possession

To continue research, determine what repository holds records
from that location, and get started!
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Postcard of Alsenz, Germ 28 July 196[7]
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“This is grandpa’s hometown

Spuhler’s all over the place....”

7

Scenario 2: town of origin is discovered with

minimal research

* The town of origin is initially unknown, but appears on a
reliable, easily located record such as a vital record, naturalization

record, church record, passenger manifest, or obituary

* To continue research, determine what repository holds records

from that location, and get started!

New York City Marriages, FamilySearc

[ Michael Hummer
mentioned in the record of Michasl Humme:

Ev

Type M

Event Date 26 Jun 1883
Event Place Manhattan, New York, New York,
United Stafes
Event Place (Original) Manhattan, New York
. Male
8
White

Birth Year (Estimated) 1835
Bithplace Meinbernheim, Bavaria
Father's Name i mer

Mother's Name

Spouse's Name

‘Spouse's Gender Female
Spouse's Age a2
Spouse’s Marital Status Widowed

White

1841

York, Baden

Jacob Belnert

Margaret Zuflucht

9
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Michael Hummer, Ne!
Page 1
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Mainbernheim

Enty

https://www.meyersgaz.org/place/2012

13
Online Church Record Resources
* Ancestry.com (https://www.ancestry.com/) $ - Includes images of
microfilmed and original church records
* Archion (https://www.archion.de/de/) $ - Includes on/y Protestant
church records
* FamilySearch (https://www.familysearch.org/) - Includes images of
microfilmed church records
 Matricula (https://data.matricula-online.eu/en/) - Includes only
Catholic church records
14

BEZIRKSAMT KITZINGEN
LUTHERAN P

PARIS KLY
s

s
Map Guide to German Parish Registers

15
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FamilySearch

der Kirch im A-M, 1648-1950
Auhors MidgRren. 1 (Added Auanon)
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Format Wcroin 35
tanguge German
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Place of Publcation Sk Lake Gy, ran
Physical " wikrofimecae 35 mm.
Notes
Tusammengesett von Friz Magerien, Markise, 970,145,179, 1205.
Town (amey ineage BoDks for Manberrheim, Bayern, Germany, Inciudes vol 2.4, 4 ord. Test
n German

i Wit

Subjects
Locaiy Subjects
BTy, B, Manoe .- o
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Notes

Zusacnemersgestal von Frts Mageriein, Markistet 1970, 145, 179, 1205,

Tomn famiy beage books for Mainbernhesm, Bayern, Germany nckeles vol. 24, A oaiy,Text
n German.

subjects
Locatty Subjecs

Gaemany. Bivem. Mainbernhem - Chuech recants
Stomany, Bavem. ManberThem - Gentar
Film/Digital Notes

Note Location Coeetionvshelt Fam

Image Greus Numser
wcs) o

Famenbuch 16481950 Geanite Mosain Reod  iternationat e [T a
Vot 2

Images Avallable
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Video Demonstration
Archion

Birth order Father and Given and
Name of the and name of marriage  Father’s maiden name
child the midwife information ~ religion Address  of mother

Johann Johann Heinrich Maria Tabina

Michael Himmer born
Himmer Rothin*

*Remember, in = female
Baptism, Johann Michael Himmer, Mainbernheim, ending to a surname,
1832 surname ROTH

20

Mother’s Time Date of God-
religion*  Address  recorded  paptim Parish parents
7 e 452
sehy "
9 . o rades PY B //
%‘4——( \ e e x .
Gy X ﬂu,m'f‘.‘__’ 7
1832 |3 /o i
7
(]
lrg ﬂq/
ditto Nineteenth 26th -
First
August August in Parish
1832 house o
early, ?
6 years
Baptism, Johann Michael Himmer, Mainbernheim, *Includes marriage info
1832

21
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Tip:

Bookmark your records on

Archion

D‘D[j

Lol
g,,.%az’...f ﬁ: 'ﬁi m:I-r

3=ir2 143 { l
(VR By /' ,_, /;,’ﬂt Aliat..

https://www.archion.de/en/viewer/churchRegister/197624

23

QUESTIONS?
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Scenario 3: the name of a town appears,
but that town does not seem to exist

* Town names often get mis-transcribed or misspelled OR the
standardized spelling of the name has changed

* Determine the correct spelling of the name

— Check Meyers Gazetteer, Kartenmeister
(for Prussia and Pomerania), German Wikipedia, etc.

* Locate repository and begin research!

7/29/2025
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Albertine Henriette Miiller
Born in Kramkewitz, Kreis

- . . Lauenburg, Pommern
Familienregister, Wilhelm Behnke and
Albertine Henriette Miiller

26

Search results for [Kramkewitz]
No results were found for Kramkewitz. You may want to consider using an asterisk as a

wildcard in your search to find entries with similar spellings.

Can't find what you're looking for? Tr

ewing "sounds like" search results.

s.meyersgaz.org/search?sear ramkewitz

27
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Kramkewitz
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Kartenmeister.com

Datencra, st sy St KRICKSA . Weseoian, ORreutan
SRR G G0RE i st akrn energ i 10
I
frae—
Joemasy T
JRussae—
s P——
R h——"
[——
i
e T
O
There ae 1 recordsthat maich yousseaseh ertei.
Gomnrame Carmrren
[
== prere
New search e Lo
[rr—
City name: Kra* .  —
Kreis: Lauenburg i T
Results:
Krampekwitz
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Scenario 4: town name cannot be located

* A search of vital, church, census, immigration/
naturalization, and newspaper records does not reveal a specific
town of origin

Strategies:
— If the exact birth date is known, use birth information to locate
possible candidates (only works when searchable databases are
available)

— FAN (friends, associates, neighbors) research/cluster research
— Determine origins of other families with that surname living nearby

31

Tip:

We can use evidence to make a best guess

and argue a case (“proof statement”) when no
single record proves the relationship between
generations.

The rare “smoking gun” document: shows movement to North America
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nach Pensylvanien gezogen

Seelenregister, Huffenhardt, 1753

33
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Case 1:
Kurt Wandel

|

Bne, Jowe VY. Naradir SIS,

Naturalization Certificate - 1923

35
Kurt Wandel
* Kurt Wandel, b. ca. 1890 (age 33 in 1923)
* b. Germany
* Residing Brookline, Mass. in 1923
« Petition of Naturalization: No. 57897
36
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S.5. Vaderland, arr. NYC, 3 Dec 191

40
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All Immigration & Emigration results for otto wandel
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Tip:

Search immigration records for

the relative already in the U.S.
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Kurt Wandel

 Kurt Wandel, b. Reutlingen, Germany, 23 Jan. 1890

¢ Mother: Emilia ( ) Wandel

* Spouse: Oliva , b. Antwerp, Belgium, Nov. 1893

* Known siblings:
— Otto Wandel, b. ca. April 1881 (per 1907 S.S. Vaderland passenger list)
— Mase Wandel, b. ca. 1895 (per 1911 S.S. George Washington passenger

list)
47

1920 Census — New York
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New Jersey Marriage Index (Brides) - 1915-1919 - e 24 |
Sumamos 1. =dE=EE

Olivia LaVaine and Kurt Wandel, m.
1919, cert. no. 37337

New Jersey Marriage Index
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New York Marriage - 1913
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WWI Draft Registration Card

51
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Manhattan, Voter Registration, 1934, p.1

Kurt Wandel, Naturalized: Dist. Ct.
of Boston, 11-5-23

7/29/2025
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Correct Kurt Wandel?

ot o Lt i e 250y o

1923 Naturalization Petition
No. 57897
Rt Dok
1934 NY Voter Registration, 1913 Marriage to Eloise
Mentioned 5 Nov 1923 Rowe
Naturalization

53

; martlage Blank

Place where Mfrriage was solemnized? Church? Chantry? Oratory? Residence?
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Ol

born
+ “WIBOWER™ uari AFTER mre
wer? M{m— Groow'sage 2 S
Has Groox been previously Married?_ 24) sonality_ P2
Number of Groow's Marriage 725 s

seronE

Bachelor or Wi

Father's Christian Name. Lk..-ﬁ,k fyf—?ﬁ{uu Groow been h:npnm
Mother's Full Name before der marriage. Exag -f mif

m ol
Church of the Transfigeration

u..,/j& C/ 2 LT noux/zf:—:

54

©American Ancestors, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center

18



7/29/2025

Class 5: Researching German Ancestors

GZJARCHION Q) Uncatson saseen

Find church records online

First Staps

https://www.archion.de/en/search
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[————

https://www.archion.de/en/alle-archive/baden-wuerttemberg/landeskirchliches-archiv-stuttgart/dekanat-
reutlingen/reutlingen/82098
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Kurt Wandel

* b. Reutlingen, Germany, 23 Jan. 1890

Parents:

— Christian Gottlieb Wandel
— Emilia Schwarzmann

Religion: Lutheran

* Known Spouses:

— (1) - Eloise Rowe (m. 1913)
— (2) - Olivia LaVaine (m. 1919)
— (3) - Denyse (m. by 1934)

58

QUESTIONS?

Case 2:

Carolina (Futscher) Winterer
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TWELFTH CENSUS OF THE UNITED STATI
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She immigrated in 1853
1900 Census - St. Louis, Mo.
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MISSOURI STATE BOARD OF MEALTM
ey o Sty

62

63
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Carolina (Futscher) Winterer

 b. Germany, 24 Sept. 1846; d. St. Louis, St. Louis, Mo., 23 Feb. 1921
(death cert. & tombstone)

m. ca. 1866, Charles Winterer (per 1900 Census)

* Immigrated ca. 1853 (per 1900 census)

* bur: Sts. Peter & Paul Cemetery (Catholic)

Parents (per death certificate):
— George Futscher
— Ottilia Rebholtz

64
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“Charley Winter and Carolina F. Futcher” married
“3d day of August A.D. 1865. (St. Mary’s).
Josef Melcher, Catholic Priest

Marriage Entry - 1865

65
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Name Parish Dates
McGlynn, J. J. St. Rose 1885-1900
McGrath, John A. St. Bridget 1890
McLoughlin, James A. St. Alphonsus 1891
MeLoughlin, M. J. Holy Angels 18761884
McNamee, J. P. St. James 18851898
Melcher, Joseph Assumption 1846
Meilcher, Joseph St. Mary of Victories 1848-1868
Meller, G. St. Peter 1860-1861
Mercer, Alexander F. St. Cronan 1900
Meredith, William V. St. Alphonsus 1872-1880
Meuffels, J. H. St. Elizabeth (Col'd) 1895
Meurer, Henry St. Alphonsus 18721876
Meyer, A. St. Vincent de Paul 1870

67

Church records, 1810-1992

thusnon

Format Microfim 35mm
Language Garman

Frencn

tan

engish
Publication Date 1993
Pusssher Firnaciby the Ganesiageal sacity of Utsh
Place of Publication P ——
Physical on dmicrofi reels 35 mm

Notes

Mikroreproducion of eriginal manuscripts.

https://www.familysea

68

St. Mary of the Victories Parish,
Marriages, 1854-1867, p. 429

- u-‘w/v

&ln‘n{ ly-'ﬂi 2 %n,,,(,

Gy ,,34/

n Entry written in Latin, signatures of
Ll e B @ e (B everyone but the Priest in German Kurrent
st

69
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and get directions to the lots where their loved ones are baried. If visitors prefer that
31

directic
hours for assistance:
s of the lesin Mass of Remembeance at
the pewd the Risen C1 the ) o

Locate a Loved One

https://awaittheblessedhope.o

70

Locate a Loved One

futscher

wo 1850 w1930

Gondr,

Gangar: 1

Section: & Lot: 35W Grave: 2 Soction: & Lot: 35W Grave: 1
Cometery: 53 Poter and Paul Cemetory: Ss. Peter and Paul

owish 1- 2012

Grave Search Results

71

Plot Info and Location

72
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Law Commissioner’s Court, St. Louis,
vol.L, p.13.

George Futscher, 1862 Naturalization
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Johann Georg Futscher

Is this the same as Carolina F. Futscher who married
Charles Winter/Winterer?
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https://www.familysearc| /catalog/225361
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Katholische Kirche, Boll (Amt
MeRkirch)

Carolina Franziska Futscher, 1846 Baptism, No. 21
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Carolina (Futscher) Winterer

* b. Boll, Baden, Germany, 24 Sept. 1846 (bapt. record); d. St. Louis,
St. Louis, Mo., 23 Feb. 1921 (death cert. & tombstone, 1870 Census)

* Daughter of:
— Johann Georg Futscher, master blacksmith (her bapt. record);
renounced Grand Duke of Baden (Naturalization)
— Ottilia Rebholz
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Elizabeth/Mary Elizabeth ( ) Wartman

‘Wife of Hans Adam Wartman

Immigrated to Pennsylvania aboard the Samue/on 17 August 1731

Had one or two children born in Germany circa 1726-1731 and six or seven children born in PA circa 1731-
1746

*  Named as Mary Elizabeth, the wife of Adam Wartman, in his will dated 29 October 1770 at Douglass, PA

* A book of gravestone transcriptions from New Hanover, PA contains the entry at right

Client’s tree suggests maiden name may be Burkhard (no source)

v /ot
)
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Hans Adam Wartman

* Believed to be from Fiirfeld, Wiirttemberg

* Immigrated to Pennsylvania aboard the Samue/on 17 August 1731
with Abraham, Mary, and Elizabeth Wartman (relationships
between these individuals are not given)

* According to burial record and headstone, born March or April
1703 and died in December 1770

84
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Children of Hans Adam and Elizabeth Wartman

Abraham Wartman, born 1726-1730 in Germany

Magaretha Elisabeth Wartman, born about 1728-1732 in Germany (if born
before summer 1731) or Pennsylvania (if born after August 1731 or in 1732)

Anna Catharina Wartman, born 26 April 1733 in Pennsylvania

Christina Wartman, born about 1735 in Pennsylvania

Maria Magdalena Wartman, born about 1738 in Pennsylvania

« Maria Barbara Wartman, born about 1741 in Pennsylvania

* Matthias Wartman, born 13 August 1744 in Pennsylvania

* Johann Adam Wartman, born 16 May 1746 in Pennsylvania

85
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Wartmann Familienregister, Frankenbach u. Furfeld
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Johann Adam Wartmann and wife Maria Elisabetha Fréhlichin of Reppinau

oo [married] 15.9.1724

Year 1730. On November 13t at 6:00 was born and on 15t of the same month was baptized
the legitimate daughter Margareta Elisabetha. Godparents were Anna Elisabetha, legitimate
daughter of Johann Ulrich Jederle, citizen here; Anna Margareta, legitimate daughter of
Johann Bernard Jeger, citizen here; and Johann Christoph Faif, son of Paul FaiR, member of
the court and brick-maker here

Wartmann Familienregister, Frankenbach u. Furfeld
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15% September in the church here Johann Adam Wartmann, legitimate son of shepherd and
citizen Tobias Wartmann, was joined with Maria Elisabetha, legitimate daughter of Hanns
Jacob Fréhlich citizen of Rappenau, who was already pregnant by him,

h Marriage, Frankenbach u. Firfeld, 1724

7/29/2025

Same person?

Frankenbach u. Fiirfeld Pennsylvania
* Hans Adam Wartmann and Maria Elisabetha + Adam and Mary Elizabeth Wartman had a
Frohlich possibly had a child born between son, Abraham, born ca. 1726
September 1724 and May 1725 V

89

Same person?

Frankenbach u. Fiirfeld Pennsylvania
* Hans Adam Wartmann and Maria Elisabetha + Adam and Mary Elizabeth Wartman had a
Frohlich possibly had a child born between son, Abraham, born ca. 1726
September 1724 and May 1725 Y
* Adam and Mary Elizabeth ha¥la daughter
¢ Hans Adam and Maria Elisabetha had a whose name included “Mary” or “Elizabeth”
daughter, Margaretha Elisabetha, born 13 based on the passenger list, born before
Nov 1730 August 1731

v
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Same person?

Frankenbach u. Fiirfeld Pennsylvania

* Hans Adam Wartmann and Maria * Adam and Mary Elizabeth Wartman
Elisabetha Frohlich possibly had a child had a son, Abraham, born ga. 1726
born between September 1724 and May «

Adam and Mary Elizab®h had a

1725
h h incl
Hans Adam and Maria Elisabetha had a f};/}lagry? ;:Y<E?iszeag:$§ g:;el:id;g the

daughter, Margaretha Elisabetha, born
13 Nov 1730

passenger list, born before August

1731
Maria Elisabetha Frohlich was born 7 ,
October 1701 at Rappenau, daughter of Mary Elizabeth ( ) Wartman
Hans Jacob and Elisabetha Frohlich was born 7 October 1701, based

gravestone trmscriptiw
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Conclusion: Mary Elizabeth’s maiden name
and birthplace are confirmed

* Though we find no record of Mary Elizabeth ( ) Wartman’s
maiden name or birthplace in the U.S., there is sufficient evidence
to show that she and her husband are the same as the couple from
the Fiirfeld/Rappenau area

92

Review

* Determining the specific town is vital to continuing research, but
the town name may be mistranscribed or misspelled on American
records

* Use FAN research/cluster research to determine possible origins

* Examine families of the same surname who live nearby

* Prove/disprove possible candidates using all available resources

93
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QUESTIONS?

Schedule a consultation
consultations@americanancestors.org

Hire Research Services
research@americanancestors. org

Consultations

Book a or

th
ist and

consultation

ageneal

receive help with your

family history research!

AmericanAncestors.org/
Expert-Help/Consultations @ scan ve
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Researching German Ancestors 2025

Thank you for registering for the online conference, Researching Ger

solf-reported in the country. No
inthe US. willteach you how to trace your German ancestry. You willdiscover key records,
resources, and repositories, while gaining important skills and strategies for finding your ancestors. Topics include: migration patterns, finding German

origins, deciphering records and German script, using and accessing records, and leveraging online resources.

five 90. These
materials will be available for the foreseeable future.

JOIN THE LIVE BROADCAST

https://www.americanancestors.org/researching-german-ancestors-2025
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THANK YOU!

AmericanAncestors.org

£ American Ancestors,

ANaTIONAL CENTER FOR FAMILY HiSTORY, HERITAGE & CULTURE
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