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OVERVIEW
• Presentation (60 mins.)

• Q&A (30 mins.)

• Common challenges to determining origins of the 
immigrant ancestor
• Case studies
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Voice of 
Rhonda R. McClure,
Senior Genealogist
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Determining Origins in 
Germany
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Scenario 1: town name is already known, or 
easy to discover

• “Best case scenario”

• Town name has been passed down through generations

• Town name appears on document already in your possession

• To continue research, determine what repository holds records 
from that location, and get started!
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Postcard of Alsenz, Germany, 28 July 196[?]

“This is grandpa’s hometown 
Spuhler’s all over the place…”
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Scenario 2: town of origin is discovered with 
minimal research

• The town of origin is initially unknown, but appears on a 
reliable, easily located record such as a vital record, naturalization 
record, church record, passenger manifest, or obituary

• To continue research, determine what repository holds records 
from that location, and get started!
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New York City Marriages, FamilySearch.org
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Michael Hummer, New York City, 1883 Marriage –
Page 1
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www.ancestry.com
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Michael Hummer, New York City, 1883 Marriage –
Page 2
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https://www.meyersgaz.org/place/20126104
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Online Church Record Resources
• Ancestry.com (https://www.ancestry.com/) $ - Includes images of 

microfilmed and original church records

• Archion (https://www.archion.de/de/) $ – Includes only Protestant 
church records

• FamilySearch (https://www.familysearch.org/) – Includes images of 
microfilmed church records 

• Matricula (https://data.matricula-online.eu/en/) – Includes only
Catholic church records
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Map Guide to German Parish Registers
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FamilySearch.org
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FamilySearch.org

Class 5: Researching German Ancestors

©American Ancestors, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 17



FamilySearch.org

Class 5: Researching German Ancestors

©American Ancestors, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 18



Video Demonstration:
Archion
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Baptism, Johann Michael Hümmer, Mainbernheim, 
1832

Johann 
Michael 
Hümmer

Johann Heinrich 
Hümmer

Maria Tabina
born
Rothin*

*Remember, in = female 
ending to a surname, 
surname ROTH

Birth order 
and name of 
the midwife

Father and 
marriage 
information

Father’s 
religion

Name of the 
child

Given and 
maiden name 
of motherAddress
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Baptism, Johann Michael Hümmer, Mainbernheim, 
1832

ditto

Time 
recorded

26th 
August in 
house

*Includes marriage info

Mother’s 
religion* Address

Nineteenth 
August 
1832
early, ?
6 years

Date of 
Baptism

God-
parentsParish

First
Parish
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Tip:
Bookmark your records on 

Archion
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https://www.archion.de/en/viewer/churchRegister/197624
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QUESTIONS?
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Scenario 3: the name of a town appears, 
but that town does not seem to exist

• Town names often get mis-transcribed or misspelled OR the 
standardized spelling of the name has changed

• Determine the correct spelling of the name
– Check Meyers Gazetteer, Kartenmeister

(for Prussia and Pomerania), German Wikipedia, etc.

• Locate repository and begin research!
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Familienregister, Wilhelm Behnke and 
Albertine Henriette Müller

Albertine Henriette Müller
Born in Kramkewitz, Kreis 
Lauenburg, Pommern
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s.meyersgaz.org/search?search=Kramkewitz
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de.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kramkewitz
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kartenmeister.com/preview/Results.asp
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Kartenmeister.com - Search Results

New search
City name: Kra*
Kreis: Lauenburg

Results:
Krampekwitz
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Scenario 4: town name cannot be located

• A search of vital, church, census, immigration/
naturalization, and newspaper records does not reveal a specific 
town of origin

• Strategies:
– If the exact birth date is known, use birth information to locate 

possible candidates (only works when searchable databases are 
available)

– FAN (friends, associates, neighbors) research/cluster research
– Determine origins of other families with that surname living nearby
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Tip:
We can use evidence to make a best guess 

and argue a case (“proof statement”) when no 
single record proves the relationship between 

generations.
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Seelenregister, Hüffenhardt, 1753

The rare “smoking gun” document: shows movement to North America

nach Pensylvanien gezogen
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Case 1:
Kurt Wandel
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Naturalization Certificate - 1923
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Kurt Wandel
• Kurt Wandel, b. ca. 1890 (age 33 in 1923)

• b. Germany

• Residing Brookline, Mass. in 1923

• Petition of Naturalization: No. 57897
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Petition No. 57897
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Petition No. 57897
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S.S. Vaderland, arr. NYC, 3 Dec 1907 
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S.S. Vaderland, arr. NYC, 3 Dec 1907 
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/categories/40
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Otto  Wandel Hits
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Otto Wandel Hits
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1911 – S.S. George Washington

Page 1

Page 2
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Tip:
Search immigration records for 
the relative already in the U.S.
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1907 – S.S. Vaderland
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Kurt Wandel
• Kurt Wandel, b. Reutlingen, Germany, 23 Jan. 1890

• Mother: Emilia (_____) Wandel

• Spouse: Oliva _____, b. Antwerp, Belgium, Nov. 1893

• Known siblings:
– Otto Wandel, b. ca. April 1881 (per 1907 S.S. Vaderland passenger list)
– Mase Wandel, b. ca. 1895 (per 1911 S.S. George Washington passenger 

list)
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1920 Census – New York
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New Jersey Marriage Index

Olivia LaVaine and Kurt Wandel, m. 
1919, cert. no. 37337
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New York Marriage - 1913
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WWI Draft Registration Card
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Manhattan, Voter Registration, 1934, p.1 Kurt Wandel, Naturalized: Dist. Ct. 
of Boston, 11-5-23
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Correct Kurt Wandel?

1923 - Original Naturalization 
Certificate

1923 Naturalization Petition 
No. 57897

1934 NY Voter Registration, 
Mentioned 5 Nov 1923 
Naturalization

1913 Marriage to Eloise 
Rowe
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Church of the Transfigeration
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https://www.archion.de/en/search
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Index to Familienbüchen
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https://www.archion.de/en/alle-archive/baden-wuerttemberg/landeskirchliches-archiv-stuttgart/dekanat-
reutlingen/reutlingen/82098
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Kurt Wandel
• b. Reutlingen, Germany, 23 Jan. 1890

• Parents:
– Christian Gottlieb Wandel
– Emilia Schwarzmann

• Religion: Lutheran

• Known Spouses:
– (1) – Eloise Rowe (m. 1913)
– (2) – Olivia LaVaine (m. 1919)
– (3) – Denyse _____ (m. by 1934)
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QUESTIONS?
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Case 2:
Carolina (Futscher) Winterer
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1900 Census – St. Louis, Mo.
She immigrated in 1853
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Caroline Winterer, Death 1921
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Tombstone
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Carolina (Futscher) Winterer
• b. Germany, 24 Sept. 1846; d. St. Louis, St. Louis, Mo., 23 Feb. 1921 

(death cert. & tombstone)

• m. ca. 1866, Charles Winterer (per 1900 Census)

• Immigrated ca. 1853 (per 1900 census)

• bur: Sts. Peter & Paul Cemetery (Catholic)

• Parents (per death certificate):
– George Futscher
– Ottilia Rebholtz
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Marriage Entry - 1865

“Charley Winter and Carolina F. Futcher” married 
“3d day of August A.D. 1865. (St. Mary’s).

Josef Melcher, Catholic Priest
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www.slcl.org/research-learn/genealogy/catholic-church-records/catholic-priests-st-louis-1841-1900/catholic-priests-st-
louis-1841-1900-l-n
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Joseph Melcher entry
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https://www.familysearch.org/en/search/catalog/673898
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Winter-Futscher 1865 Church Marriage

St. Mary of the Victories Parish, 
Marriages, 1854-1867, p. 429

Entry written in Latin, signatures of 
everyone but the Priest in German Kurrent
script.
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https://awaittheblessedhope.org/
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Grave Search Results

futscher

1850 1930
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Plot Info and Location
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Charles Winterer – 1870, Mo. Written page 322, Dwelling No. 
1511, Family No. 2688
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John G. Futcher, 1870, Mo. Written page 323, Dwelling No. 
1515, Family No. 2697
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George Futcher Naturalization Index
Law Comm. Ct. = Law 
Commissioner’s Court
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George Futscher, 1862 Naturalization Law Commissioner’s Court, St. Louis, 
vol. L, p. 13.
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https://www.familysearch.org/en/search/
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https://www.familysearch.org/en/search/

Is this the same as Carolina F. Futscher who married 
Charles Winter/Winterer? 
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https://www.familysearch.org/en/search/catalog/225361
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Carolina Franziska Futscher, 1846 Baptism, No. 21
Katholische Kirche, Boll (Amt 
Meßkirch) 

In year Eighteen hundred forty and six the twenty-fifth of September
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Carolina (Futscher) Winterer
• b. Boll, Baden, Germany, 24 Sept. 1846 (bapt. record); d. St. Louis, 

St. Louis, Mo., 23 Feb. 1921 (death cert. & tombstone, 1870 Census)

• Daughter of:
– Johann Georg Futscher, master blacksmith (her bapt. record); 

renounced Grand Duke of Baden (Naturalization)
– Ottilia Rebholz
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Case 3: 
Elizabeth (____) Wartman

Class 5: Researching German Ancestors

©American Ancestors, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 82



Elizabeth/Mary Elizabeth (____) Wartman
• Wife of Hans Adam Wartman

• Immigrated to Pennsylvania aboard the Samuel on 17 August 1731

• Had one or two children born in Germany circa 1726-1731 and six or seven children born in PA circa 1731-
1746

• Named as Mary Elizabeth, the wife of Adam Wartman, in his will dated 29 October 1770 at Douglass, PA

• A book of gravestone transcriptions from New Hanover, PA contains the entry at right

• Client’s tree suggests maiden name may be Burkhard (no source)
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Hans Adam Wartman
• Believed to be from Fürfeld, Württemberg

• Immigrated to Pennsylvania aboard the Samuel on 17 August 1731 
with Abraham, Mary, and Elizabeth Wartman (relationships 
between these individuals are not given)

• According to burial record and headstone, born March or April 
1703 and died in December 1770
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Children of Hans Adam and Elizabeth Wartman
• Abraham Wartman, born 1726-1730 in Germany

• Magaretha Elisabeth Wartman, born about 1728-1732 in Germany (if born 
before summer 1731) or Pennsylvania (if born after August 1731 or in 1732)

• Anna Catharina Wartman, born 26 April 1733 in Pennsylvania

• Christina Wartman, born about 1735 in Pennsylvania

• Maria Magdalena Wartman, born about 1738 in Pennsylvania

• Maria Barbara Wartman, born about 1741 in Pennsylvania

• Matthias Wartman, born 13 August 1744 in Pennsylvania

• Johann Adam Wartman, born 16 May 1746 in Pennsylvania 
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Wartmann Familienregister, Frankenbach u. Fürfeld
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Wartmann Familienregister, Frankenbach u. Fürfeld

Johann Adam Wartmann and wife Maria Elisabetha Fröhlichin of Reppinau
oo [married] 15.9.1724
Year 1730. On November 13th at 6:00 was born and on 15th of the same month was baptized 
the legitimate daughter Margareta Elisabetha. Godparents were Anna Elisabetha, legitimate 
daughter of Johann Ulrich Jederle, citizen here; Anna Margareta, legitimate daughter of 
Johann Bernard Jeger, citizen here; and Johann Christoph Faiß, son of Paul Faiß, member of 
the court and brick-maker here.
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Wartman-Fröhlich Marriage, Frankenbach u. Fürfeld, 1724

15th September in the church here Johann Adam Wartmann, legitimate son of shepherd and 
citizen Tobias Wartmann, was joined with Maria Elisabetha, legitimate daughter of Hanns
Jacob Fröhlich citizen of Rappenau, who was already pregnant by him.
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• Hans Adam Wartmann and Maria Elisabetha
Fröhlich possibly had a child born between 
September 1724 and May 1725

• Adam and Mary Elizabeth Wartman had a 
son, Abraham, born ca. 1726

PennsylvaniaFrankenbach u. Fürfeld

Same person?
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• Hans Adam Wartmann and Maria Elisabetha
Fröhlich possibly had a child born between 
September 1724 and May 1725

• Hans Adam and Maria Elisabetha had a 
daughter, Margaretha Elisabetha, born 13 
Nov 1730

• Adam and Mary Elizabeth Wartman had a 
son, Abraham, born ca. 1726

• Adam and Mary Elizabeth had a daughter 
whose name included “Mary” or “Elizabeth” 
based on the passenger list, born before 
August 1731

PennsylvaniaFrankenbach u. Fürfeld

Same person?
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• Hans Adam Wartmann and Maria 
Elisabetha Fröhlich possibly had a child 
born between September 1724 and May 
1725

• Hans Adam and Maria Elisabetha had a 
daughter, Margaretha Elisabetha, born 
13 Nov 1730

• Maria Elisabetha Fröhlich was born 7 
October 1701 at Rappenau, daughter of 
Hans Jacob and Elisabetha Fröhlich

• Adam and Mary Elizabeth Wartman 
had a son, Abraham, born ca. 1726

• Adam and Mary Elizabeth had a 
daughter whose name included 
“Mary” or “Elizabeth” based on the 
passenger list, born before August 
1731

• Mary Elizabeth (____) Wartman 
was born 7 October 1701, based 
gravestone transcription book

PennsylvaniaFrankenbach u. Fürfeld

Same person?
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Conclusion: Mary Elizabeth’s maiden name 
and birthplace are confirmed

• Though we find no record of Mary Elizabeth (____) Wartman’s 
maiden name or birthplace in the U.S., there is sufficient evidence 
to show that she and her husband are the same as the couple from 
the Fürfeld/Rappenau area
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Review
• Determining the specific town is vital to continuing research, but 

the town name may be mistranscribed or misspelled on American 
records

• Use FAN research/cluster research to determine possible origins

• Examine families of the same surname who live nearby

• Prove/disprove possible candidates using all available resources
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QUESTIONS?
Schedule a consultation

consultations@americanancestors.org

Hire Research Services
research@americanancestors.org
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Consultations
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https://www.americanancestors.org/researching-german-ancestors-2025
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THANK YOU!
AmericanAncestors.org
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