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Records
* Civil Registration
¢ Church Records (Kirchenbiicher)
* Family Registers (Familienregister or Familienbiicher)
* Town Lineage/Family Books ( Ortssippenbuch/Ortstamilienbuch)
6
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Records

* Census Records ( Volkszahlungen)

* Emigration Records

* Occupational Records

 Military Records

Census Records

Chapters 5-42 devoted to the : {14
different kingdoms, duchies,
states, etc.

Arranged alphabetically

Valuable appendices

Appendix D is a mini gazetteer

¢ Gantent o Comnen Racords n Hossen s o 161 1 1864

Letter writing aids to contact local
Serman Census fecord

9
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Census Records

* Volkszihlungen are only available in certain regions because of the
many changes to what is considered “Germany”

* May have been microfilmed by FamilySearch

* May only be available at a state archive or city archive

7/22/2025
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Emigration Records

¢ Consist of a number of different records
— Emigration lists (auswanderunglisten)
— Resident registration lists (einwohnermeldelisten)

— Emigration passenger lists (passagierlisten or shiffslisten)

¢ The family may not have requested permission to leave because they
knew they would be denied

7/22/2025
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Occupation/Condition

https://wiki.genealogy.net/
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Tip:

Always work in the emigration

passenger lists if available.

Hamburg Emigration Lists

Direct and Indirect

— Direct - from Germany to foreign country

— Indirect - from Germany to a foreign country with a stop between
(e.g. Hull, England)

Lists for 1850-1854 arranged alphabetically

15-year index to Direct lists for 1856-1871

Regular indexes (by year or part of year)
— Direct - 1854-1934
— Indirect - 1854-1910
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Hamburg Indirect Emigration List
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7/22/2025

Bremen
Much of the lists destroyed

— 1832-1872, burned
— 1874-1907, destroyed every 2 years

— 1907-1945, destroyed in an air raid
¢ 1920-1939 - survive

* DIE MAUS

— Surviving copies of 1907/08 and 1913/14
— http://www.passengerlists.de/

22

http://www.passengerlists.de/
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Emigration Compilation

7-volume publication

Abstracted from emigration
papers submitted within

Wiirttemberg

Points you to microfilmed (now
digitized) original records

Available online

24
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Video Demonstration:
Using Wiirttemberg
Emigration Index and
Records

Search
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-1}
17
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QUESTIONS?
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Occupational Records

* Occupational records include:
— Apprenticeship records (Lehrzeit/Wanderbuch)
— Guild records (Zunf?)
— Character books (dienstbuch)

* Histories of various guilds may hold clues to original
records

* May only be available at a state archive or city archive

7/22/2025
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Wanderbuch (Apprentice Book)

Name (name)

zu (in)
am (on)

Statur (build)
Augen (eyes)
haare (hair)
Mund (mouth)
Rase (race)
Bersondere

Merkmale
(special features)
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Carpenters Registration - 1839 Landsberg am Lech, Bayern, Germany

33
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was an officer

Military Records
Most males were required to render military service
Often must know the unit in which your ancestor served

May be able to use military directories for certain areas to
isolate units—more useful if your ancestor

36
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Military directory of officers

37

Town Lineage/Family Books

Books that include births, marriages, and deaths on
individuals from a specific town and time

Arranged in families

Sources may include parish registers, civil registration,
court, land, and other resources

When printed the information is arranged in a
standardized format

Online format may vary

38

Working with
Online Records
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7/22/2025

Working with Online Records

« Itis important to understand as much as possible about your
ancestor

¢ Usually must go image by image (much like looking page by page on
a microfilm or in a book)

* The more you know, the less frustration there will be (especially in
the face of language and writing challenges)

40

Emigration Resources
Deutsche Auswanderer-Datenbank http://www.deutsche-

auswanderer-datenbank.de

Die Maus Gesellschaft fiir Familienforschung e. V.

Bremen http://www.die-maus-bremen.de

Ancestry.com (must have World Explorer)

http://www.ancestry.com

FamilySearch Wiki — German Emigration &

Immigration https://www.familysearch.org/en/wiki/Ger

many Emigration and Immigration

41

www.familysearch.org/en/wiki/Germany_Emigration_and_Immigration

42
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Tip:

Exact dates mean you can

search common words in
documents

Efficiently Searching Records

« See if someone has abstracted the information:
— FamilySearch.org

— Ancestry.com
— Google

* Exact dates and/or page number makes working with online images
easier.

44

Efficiently Searching

* Online options may ultimately lead you to digitized records on
FamilySearch

* These records may only be viewable going image by image (camera
icon)

* Some of them may require you to visit an “auxiliary institution” or a
FamilySearch Center

45
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Document informaven

e r—

Deutschiand, Baden, Erbistum Feiung.
Kootz Kicheriches, 11901,

o Johaoe G Futscher
Arton Futscher, 18 Sep 145

Baden, Erzbisty
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Sieiar Records
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Germany Marriages

Name
Sex

Birth Dace:
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Maother's Hame
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spouse’s sex

Spouse’s Birth Date
Spouse’s Father's Name
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EwentType

Event Date

Event Place
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Burgerbucher, etc. 1643-1914

Authers peni
Format Microfilm 35mm
Language German
Publication Date 1585
Publisher Rat des Beairks
Place of Publication KarkMars Stadk. Germany.
Physical Ul 16 Mikrefimolien : 35 mm.
Notes
rofitm aufg s
Ctizen rolls, origin documentations, guild reconds, etz for Penig, Sachsen, Gerrnany.

talag record In WorkiCat for ather

Subjects

Localiey Subjects.

Catalog Entry
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Catalog Entry

52

Tip:

Consider searching just the root

word of the record of interest

Root Words

* Einwohner (resident) instead of Einwohnermeldeliste (resident list)

Biirger (citizen) instead of Biirgerbucher (citizen book) or
Biirgerlisten (citizen list)

o Militar (military) instead of Militirunterlagen (military documents)

Steuer (tax) instead of Steuerlisten (tax lists) or Steuerbiich (tax
book)

54
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Notes

subjest

)

registration (1)

Place Information

Catalog Search Results (3)

Mecords Images famiyTree Genesloges Cataiog Baoks

Germany, Prussia, Province of Saxony, Osterturg, Arendsee - Chil

wa

Germany, Prussia, Province of Saxony, Osterburg, Arendsee - Church rd

SEE: PART OF PRUSSIA, PROVINCE OF SAYON

Includes citizen books, census

records, and immigration and

emigration records.

Author:
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SachsepyStadtrath
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Author;
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Ortsfamilienbiicher

Town Lineage/Family Books

« Town Histories Hosted at Online Ortsfamilienbiicher
http://www.online-ofb.de/

* Germany Town Genealogies and Parish Register Inventories on the
Internet
https://www.familysearch.org/wiki/en/Germany Town Genealogies
and Parish Register Inventories on the Internet

59
fl-; CompGen
ONLINE ORTSFAMILIENBUCHER (OFB)
5
.
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e
= e Sibcanin, e bolmson o
g =we
www.compgen.de/portfolio-item/db-ortsfamilienbuecher/
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Online Or millenbiicher
Online heritage books
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Uy genealegy.net

Local heritage bosk of Steinbach (Baden Baden)
List of individuals

it

Ortsfamilienbiicher
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Ortsfamilienbticher

64

QUESTIONS?

Contacting Archives and
Others Abroad
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Contacting Archives

microfilming, as could denied permission

* FamilySearch Letter Writing Guides can help

* Not everything is online and not everything is on microfilm

* Condition of records could prevent the Family History Library from

* It is always good to send your first request in German.

7/22/2025
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FamilySearch Research Wiki

AGaneaiogy Resource Gude

Fi o i, demih. mardage, Conmcn rcrde, ac b gesemogy rescscvs ke youe anco

Listof ab Locaiies

https://www.familysearch.org/en/wiki/Main_Page

68
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German Letter Writing Guide

Lo ormng G

Basic Qutline of a Letter

Payment

Walting for Instructions

@ OO G R Ao

05 a

Germany Wiki Topica

/en/wiki/German_Letter_Writing_Guide
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Q  German Letter Writing Guide m o oo

Greetings .«
o

Introductions

Germany Letter Writing Guide

70

Seeking the Archive

* Family information:
— Philipp Koch, b. Niederklein, Hesse, 14 Dec 1826, son of...
— Johannes Koch (bapt. 18 Apr 1795; bur. 12 July 1861), son of...
— Johann Georg Koch (1743-1814)

* Where are the tax records and land records?

* Nothing was found in FamilySearch catalog

71

Entry

Rievertiein B. Caffel, 1., 158 ba; Pr., Volume 2
effen-R., B, Caffer, e, Ueh. Mrdboin .o
B. Gajiel, Bdo. Marburg, E 4,3 km Allens -
Do SHb8L; Bath. B, Son.; € ype f
-, Biehmatte; Sagew., JgL., W
Rixs, Todtenmihle

in.

Extra Desc 158 ha

Lv P

Prov Hess. -N.

R8 Cassel

Kr Kirchhain B. Cassel

Kirchhain B. Cassel
BKda Marburg
. StdA Niederklein B, Cassel [self]
kath, Pl 1

Comi syn 1
/

Population 862

Where is Niederklein?
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Class 4: Researching German Ancestors

Finding Contact Information

* Ernest Thode’s Address Book for Germanic Genealogy , 6th edition
(Baltimore, Maryland: Genealogical Publishing Company, Inc.,
1997)

* Raymond Wright's Ancestors in German Archives, A Guide to
Family History Sources (Baltimore, Maryland, Genealogical
Publishing Company, Inc., 2004)

7/22/2025
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Ancestors in German Archives
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Ancestors in German Archives

Map 9. HESSEN/HESSE

Gross.Gerau
Hersfeld-Rotcabut®
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75

©American Ancestors, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center

25



Class 4: Researching German Ancestors

Ancestors in German Archives

7/22/2025
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Finding Contact Information

Searching for web pages of
— Town halls

— Churches

— Regional Archives

— State Archives

* Use Google and try to search in German

77

Fenquently asked questions

Hessisches Staatsarchiv Marburg | Lantosarchvy Hassen da

Verwaltungsportal Hossen Onlinedatenbank

Google.com

78
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tps://landesarchiv.hessen.de/impressum

Landesarchiv remie N <
Hessen.de

Inhaltliche Verantwortung

= Mana
Impressum
@ Suche N ks
odlenraum Hessisehes Landesarebiv
Thomen A-Z

Friedrichsplatz 15
35007 Marburg

Tel: 06421/9250-0 Use and Research
Fa 06421/1611:25
E-Mait

St deres elelaronisch FED.

DEJustlz2dy9asod abod-4feb-80ad-352f500zb20. eest

Himwets: Fir elne Kommunikation Uber das beBPo milssen dle

sein. Ober

@ € westmam 150
Massische E-Mal e werden

Facebook:  hitps/www facebook com/landesarchiv hessen
Hospiacher fadrtencianar
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https://landesarchiv.hessen.de/nutzen-forschen

State Archives
Hessen.de

= Menu
Q Search

Media room

Topios A-Z

General information
Benefits and research

fXinxme

Research in the Hessian State Archives

The archival material of the Hessian State Archives is generally open (o
inspection by private Individuals. In addition, the Hessian State Archives
support authorities and courts as well s citizens who need proof of

© € vassbazen 100 private legal claims,

To prepare for a visit o an enquiry. we rocomend that you scarch the
™ ; alarge
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1740 to 1830

OUME O8I DS Fossiutr s dein s 1008
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Archival Catalog
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. Ferstoute L BooN uNesarien 1804 - 1804

HSUM, 10802519 Konkurssache des

Hliderkden

HSUML 105 C 1605 Besteung des Schuldenstes 1y 48 - as B
SCchuteressan des Peter Ko w-1a
Husarsen
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I— -
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page of hits
—_—
e
e
» i » » 64 > (Fa6eMatag

Complete identifier
S, 264 Mirbur, 903 .
Johannes Koch of Niederklein against Joh. Heinrich Werner

il of Niederklain regarding the transfer of property
entication

e e toch s pepn . Hech Werr -
P 100-1809——

Fomes daniier xim

Representations

Troe Name Aceess Information Action

orgeal ™

Item: HStAM, 264 Marburg, 903
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Search: Niederklein, Koch
Navigator Search = Help [ toar - |

tps://arcinsys.hessen.de/

84

©American Ancestors, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center

28



Class 4: Researching German Ancestors

~  Inquiries, addresses and contact,/ Contact

State Archives

Hessen.de Youcan send inquiries to the State Archives by ¢-mail, by
h

post or by telephor

7/22/2025

contact form her
Geman and Ex

=Menu requests for construction files in the Darmstadt State
Archives.
a search The contact details of the archives ean be found on the page

“Addresses and Contact”.
Media room

Topics A-Z

i

Periods of protection and shartening of the term of
protection

T

Photography and reproductions (N

Costs and feos

@ & Dormeracs 16

Hossian Cycia Route Planner

https://landesarchiv.hessen.de/nutzen-forschen

85

Tip:

Poke around any site!

Keep in Mind

Wide variety of records that go beyond the church

and civil records you may feel more comfortable with

Not all records are online

You may need to identify an appropriate archive and

reach out to them

Be creative and click links and see what happens in

different sites

87
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Class 4: Researching German Ancestors

QUESTIONS?

Schedule a consultation
consultations@americanancestors.org

Hire Research Services
research@americanancestors. org

Consultations

Book a or

th
ist and

consultation

ageneal

receive help with your

family history research!

AmericanAncestors.org/
Expert-Help/Consultations @ scan ve

89
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Researching German Ancestors 2025

Thank you for registering for the online conference, Researching Ger

solf-reported in the country. No
inthe US. willteach you how to trace your German ancestry. You willdiscover key records,
resources, and repositories, while gaining important skills and strategies for finding your ancestors. Topics include: migration patterns, finding German

origins, deciphering records and German script, using and accessing records, and leveraging online resources.

five 90. These
materials will be available for the foreseeable future.

JOIN THE LIVE BROADCAST

https://www.americanancestors.org/researching-german-ancestors-2025
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THANK YOU!

AmericanAncestors.org

£ American Ancestors,

ANaTIONAL CENTER FOR FAMILY HiSTORY, HERITAGE & CULTURE
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