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What to Expect

from Records
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What to Expect from Records

* Different periods often provide different
information for basic vital records

* Registers in columnar format may have less
information than narrative (or have it in
different places)

* Country-wide civil registration did not begin until
1876

 Prior to 1876 most information comes from
church records
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Symbols

* There are several symbols used within
handwritten items

* Especially prevalent in
— marginal notes
— register style pre-printed tables

— Family registers

* Important to remember when working in church
records and sometimes civil registers
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x = geboren (born)

a = verheiratet (married)

t = gestorben (died)

(*) =auBereheliche Geburt (illegitimate-
ly born)

~~~ = getauft (christened)

o = yerlobt (engaged)

O = begraben (buried)

From The German Research
Companion, 3rd ed. by Shirley Reimer,

Standard Abbreviations Roger P. Minert, and Jennifer A.
Anderson
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|

Totgeburt (stillborn)
geschieden (divorced)

= gefallen (killed in action)

X387,
|

=uneheliche Verbindung (common-
law marriage, illegitimate union)

From The German Research
Companion, 3rd ed. by Shirley Reimer,

Standard Abbreviations Roger P. Minert, and Jennifer A.
Anderson
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Older Standard Abbreviations
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getauft (christened)
geboren (born)

= verheiratet (married)
gestorben (died)
begraben (buried)

From 7he German Research
Companion, 3rd ed. by Shirley Reimer,
Roger P. Minert, and Jennifer A.
Anderson
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Church Records
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Church Records

* Most used for identifying births, marriages,
and deaths

* Most predominant religious groups:
— Catholic (Katholisch)

— Evangelical Lutheran (Evangelische-Lutherische)
* Necessary to know the town

* Some larger towns may have multiple parishes

©American Ancestors, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center



Class 3: Researching German Ancestors

Church Records

* Recorded in many different formats

* Most common:
— Register style — handwritten or pre-printed tables

— Brief paragraph style — short entries written as a
sentence (includes most important information)

— Full paragraph style — reminiscent of Napoleonic
code-style entries and may include lots of extra
information
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Help with Church Records

The Magic of German
Church Records

Finding the Key to Your Ancestor's Past

Katherine Schober
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Help with Church Records

 Schrober’s book has two main sections:

— Section 1: Deciphering German Church Records:
The Essential Information (6 chapters)

— Section 2: Deciphering the Records (7 chapters)
— 7 appendices

* Includes a chapter on 10 websites to help you
decipher the church records
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Help with Church Records

German
Church BVooks

BEYOND THE BASICS

Al au?f—;,m i
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* Using church records

* Includes chapters on:
— Marriage
— Birth
— Death
— Confirmation
— Other records

* Handwriting

* Glossary of terms
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MISCELLANEOUS RECORDS 167

head. In entry # 27 the most likely case is that Hinrich Memke came into
control of the farm other than by inheriting from his father, hence while his
mother is living with the family there is no indication she has any control over
the property. In Beerfelden we also see people not a part of the nuclear
family in the household, as case in house # 3 where Nickel Ekhardt’s sister-
in-law is listed.

It can be important to consider the data presented in such registers in light
of local mores. Consider the case of Affinghausen entry # 13. One would at
first tend to assume that Geshe, being listed as the wife of Henrich Kielmeyer,
was the mother of the children listed. While it is not biologically out of the
question, some note must be taken of the fact that this would mean she gave
birth to Johan at the age of 18, For her to have married at this age in this
area would be somewhat unusual. This fact coupled with her husband’s having
been 18 years older than she implies that she may well have been his second
wife. Unfortunately, since this list constitutes the beginning of the church
books, no data is available to prove or disprove this possibility. In considering
any data from family registers it is essential to look for possible discrepancies
such as this.

In my own rescarch I have never worked with the multiple generation type
of family register. I have seen them, but I have no hard copy on hand from
which to pull an example. What follows is a fabricated excerpt from this type
of register. It should suffice to make the point.

Johann Friedrich Ostermann geb. 24 Apr. 1732 + 16 Oct. 1800
getr. 2 Mai 1759 Anna Maria Scheuermann + 3 Dez. 1767
Kinder 1) Johann Albert geb. 27 Mar. 1761

2) Anna Elisabeth geb. 13 Nov. 1765
getr. 14 Aug. 1770 Anna Rosina Mauerer + 5 Mai 1783
Kinder 1) Johann Heinrich geb. 30 Sept. 1771

2) Johannes geb. 15 Mar. 1775

[+ is the German script convention for "died"]

It can be seen immediately that this register could not possibly be of the
“snapshot” type, if for no other reason than that two marriages are shown. In
addition, death dates are only rarely given in that type. I have seen one
notation made that the former head of a family had died only a few months

Page from German Church Records

©American Ancestors, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center
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Johann Friedrich Ostermann geb. 24 Apr. 1732 + 16 Oct. 1800
getr. 2 Mai 1759 Anna Maria Scheuermann + 3 Dez. 1767
Kinder 1) Johann Albert geb. 27 Mar. 1761

2) Anna Elisabeth geb. 13 Nov. 1765
getr. 14 Aug. 1770 Anna Rosina Mauerer + 5 Mai 1783
Kinder 1) Johann Heinrich geb. 30 Sept. 1771

2) Johannes geb. 15 Mar. 1775

[+ 1s the German script convention for "died"]

Familienblcher Sample
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Types of Records

* Jaufregister - Christening/baptism registers

* Geburtsregister — Birth registers

* Konfirmationsregister — Confirmation registers
* Trauregister/Heiratsregister — Marriage registers
* Sterberegister — Death registers

* Begrabnisse— Bural registers

* Familienbiicher/Familienregister — Family registers
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QUESTIONS?
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Tauf(Baptismal) Records

* Usually include:
— Date of baptism (if online date it is date of baptism)
— Name of child

— Name of at least father (after 1700, both parents
listed)

— Names of witnesses or godparents

* Number and gender of witnesses may vary by
locality and time period
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Parents Sponsors Child

Register Style Baptism
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©American Ancestors, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 27



Class 3: Researching German Ancestors

e e
A\

dledyt

. .4 <

| anns
[ Uy 1 lidy.

- SBeib:

L

o

Baptism, 1832, Printed Register
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Baptism, 1832, Printed Register
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Konfirmation (Confirmation)

* Usually offer the least amount of information on
an individual.

e Should not be dismissed

* Different clerks or ministers, different years result
in different information recorded

* Usually happened at age:
— 12 for Catholics

— 14 for Protestants
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Tip:

Years are usually

spelled out.
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Trau/Heirats (Marriage) Records

* Often supply the most information

* At the very least include
— Groom’s name and father’s name
— Bride’s name and father’s name

— Date of marriage

* May include birth information on the bride and
groom
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Marriage, 1812, Full Paragraph
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©Am

Bergrabnisse (Burial)/ Sterben/Tod

(Death) Records
* Usually include:

— Date

— Name of deceased

— Occupation/relationship
— Location

— Age

 Dates often in number and name of month and
may “ditto” the month and year
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Tip:

Pay close attention to

the date to ensure you
have the full date
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Death, Church, Brief Paragraph
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Familienbiicher (Family Register)

* May be a separate register

* Generally found in southern Germany:
— Baden
— Wiirrtemberg

* Somewhat resemble a family group sheet

* May include cross reference numbers to other
sheets

©American Ancestors, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center
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Tip:

Germans can have

many given names
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Given Names

* Not unusual for child to have more than one given
name

* The name with which they are called is known as
the Rufname

e Two

children may have the same given name, does

not always infer death of the first child

e Like

y find Biblical and or Saint names

e Unti

©American Ancestors, America

| 2008, name had to identify gender
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QUESTIONS?
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Civil Records
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Civil Registration
* Country-wide civil registration was begun in 1876

* Found at the local civil registration office
(standesamt)

* Some records may be available at
FamilySearch.org
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er

Birth Record - 1875, Register
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Marriage Records

* Marriage records include the minimum:
— Date of the marriage
— Names of bride and groom

— Names of parents of bride and groom

* Additional information may be included:

— Occupation of groom
— Town of origin
— Witnesses of marriage

— Ages of bride and groom
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Marriage, 1808, Full Paragraph
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Bride’s
Father Age Date Of marriage Witnesses

oy m—

Marriage, 1835, Register
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Date of Marriage

Bride’s Info

Marriage, 1891, Full Paragraph
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Death Records

e Basic information included:
— Date of death
— Date of burial (sometimes)
— Name of the deceased
— Age of the deceased (usually)

— Names of parents (and/or surviving spouse)

* Additional information:
— Occupation of deceased

— Town of origin
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Typed Registers
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+2:9.1851 am Nerwenfieber; Text: Psl.71,1-3%,5 u.9.
Jiet 16.2.1847 durch Schleimschlag; 72 Jahre,?7 lMemate alt; Text:Jen.16,
Kinders1.Margaretha Barbara, 24.4.1795; + 9.5.1795; Leremz Wirsimg, 28.
). Geerg Adam, 6.1<.1796; + 11.12 1797; Schieeer Strebel. Martimsaeim.
JKesina Catharima, %.6.1798; + 9.6.1798; Reth,Maimbermheim.
4 Geerg Adam, 22.7.180%; Kellermamm,leaig.

SJenann Heimrich, 12.5.1805; siehe Nr.3!
o0 2.8.1825 als Fuarmuma im Maimbermheim mit Maria Sabima keth (Jemamn
{.Jemann Hermamm, 7.2.178; Wirt Stellwag,Uffemheim. Heimrich kL.),aert.
ee 18%5 als Wirt "zum grauea wWelfYy im Lekrberg mit Amma Marge retha
Kreidleim (wWirt Jehamm Geerg K.) im Limden.
7.Amma Barbara, 4.4.131e; Jehanmn Michael Rauch,Helzhausen.
ee 1835 mit eem Wirt Jehamm Geerg Ott,hier.

* = birth
00 = marriage
+ = death

Parish of Auernhofen
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2
Johsann Philipp Hihnerwolf,Gemeinbeck
no 4.5.1800 mit Anna Maria Gotz, Obereisenhein (+ Gaorg)?ried-
rich G.
Johsnn Gottlieb Hithsam,Uhrmache:aéister, Nr.l1l51
gebe. 11.6.1824 1n Abtswind (Bauer Andress H. und Susanna gzeb.
Zehgruber) oo 26.8.1851 mit ¥lisabetha P: pbare Hinkeldei, geb.
6.2.1824 in Neustadt/Aisch (Johann Xonrad H. und Jcrothea geb.
KropFhiuser) ‘
Kinder:l.Margaretha Barbera lo./18.4.,1852
2. agdalena Barbare 22.6./%.7.1853, Nr. 192

Johann Heinrich Hiinmer,Fuhraann _

geb. 12.5.1805 in Auernhofen (Bierbrauer Georg Adsa ide)

+ 28./31.7.1869,Nr. 87, delirium consencrale,64/2/16; oo 2.8.1825

mit YMaria Sabina Koth, geb. 24.2.1805 (Ordinaribote H inrich R.)

Kinder:l.Anna Margaretha 26./28.8.1826, 0o 15.7.18% mit Bauer
2.Johann kichael 19./26.8.183%2 Johann Christoph Hein
3.Georg Adam 23./%0.5.183%6
4.Apna Barbsra 17./19.7 11840

geb. = birth/born
00 = marriage
+ = death

Parish of Auernhofen
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Keep in mind
* Could be in German or Latin
 Offer a variety of information
* Can vary from year to year or minister to minister
* May have an index

* Family registers should be used as clues to find the
actual life event records

* Require a lot of patience to read
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QUESTIONS?

Schedule a consultation

consultations@americanancestors.org

Hire Research Services
research@americanancestors.orqg
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Consultations

AmericanAncestors.org/
Expert-Help/Consultations

(®) scan ME
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. A National Center for Family History, =
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Researching German Ancestors 2025

Thank you for registering for the online conference, Researching German Ancestors!

Germans have been emigrating to America since the seventeenth century and today are the largest self-reported ancestry group living in the country. No
matter when your ancestors arrived in the U.S,, this online seminar will teach you how to trace your German ancestry. You will discover key records,
resources, and repositories, while gaining important skills and strategies for finding your ancestors. Topics include: migration patterns, finding German
origins, deciphering records and German script, using and accessing records, and leveraging online resources.

This course includes five 90-minute classes and exclusive access to handouts and recordings of each presentation. These recordings and all course
materials will be available for the foreseeable future.

JOIN THE LIVE BROADCAST

https://www.americanancestors.org/researching-german-ancestors-2025
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£ American Ancestors.

A NATIONAL CENTER FOR FAMILY HISTORY, HERITAGE & CULTURE
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