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Colonial Wars

Determine your veteran ancestors of the 17" and 18" centuries
e Determining the Military Service of your ancestor before the Revolution.

e How old was your Veteran?

e What colonial wars occurred during his lifetime?

17" Century Conflicts
e Pequot War: 1636-1638.
¢ King Philip's War: 1675-1676.

e King William's War: 1689-1697.

18" Century Conflicts
e Queen Anne's War: 1702-1713.
e  War of Jenkins Ear: 1739-1742.
e King George's War: 1740-1748.
e French and Indian War: 1754-1763.
e Cherokee Uprising: 1760-1761.
e War of the Regulators: 1771.

Consider family heirlooms for clues
e  What might be in the attic?
e  Ask relatives.
e Museum and Archives.

e Ebay or Auction catalogs.

Confirm published sources.
e Don't re-invent the wheel.
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e What has been published
e State by state lists.

e Local histories.
e Internet resources when available.

Colonial Wars Databases on AmericanAncestors.org
1. How to search for "Military Records" on Americanancestors.org

a. Colonial Soldiers and Officers in New England, 1620-1775 (38,238 names)

https://www.americanancestors.org/search/databasesearch/494/colonial-soldiers-and-officers-
in-new-england-1620-1775 .

e Officers & Soldiers in the Seventeenth-Century Conflicts
e Officers & Soldiers, 1702-1722, Queen Anne's to Dummer's War
e Soldiers in the French and Indian Wars, 1744-1755
e Officers in the French and Indian Wars, 1748-1763
o Officers & Soldiers 1723-1743
e Officers and Soldiers in the French and Indian Wars, 1755-1756
b. Newport, RI: Members of the Artillery Company of Newport (1,022 names)

https://www.americanancestors.org/search/databasesearch/2800/newport-ri-members-of-the-
artillery-company-of-newport-1741-1854

Published Sources

e Compilations of Colonial Soldiers.
e Published histories of battles and wars.

e Hereditary Society publications.

Hereditary Societies and the Colonial Wars
e Ancient and Honorable Artillery Company (1638)
https://www.ahac.us.com/

e Colonial Dames of America (1890)
https://cda1890.org/

e General Society of Colonial Wars (1893)
https://gscw.org/
o General Society of Colonial Wars Membership Applications 1893-1949

https://www.americanancestors.org/search/databasesearch/2826/general-society-of-
colonial-wars-membership-applications-1893-1949
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National Society of Colonial Daughters of the 17th Century (1896)
https://www.colonialdaughters17th.org/

Order of Founders and Patriots of America (1896)
https://ofpa.org/

National Society Daughters and Patriots of America (1898)
https://www.nationalsocietydfpa.com/

National Society Colonial Dames XVII Century (1915)
https://colonialdames17c.org/

National Society Women Descendants of A. & H. A. C. (1927)
https://www.facebook.com/WDAHAC/

National Society Daughters of Colonial Wars (1932)
https://www.nsdcw.org/

American Revolutionary War

Does his age fit the Muster Roll?
e Family relics in the attic.

e Forgotten images of your veteran.

e Oral family traditions.

e Cemetery clues and pitfalls.

American Revolutionary War Resources

Muster Rolls.

Quartermaster Rolls.

Pension Files and Final Payment Vouchers.
Journals and diaries.

1840 U.S. Census.

Correspondence from officers.

Maps.

Published Genealogies and town histories.

From Published to Primary Sources

Published accounts to Muster Rolls.

Loyalist research overview.

U.S. Federal Pension files.

Going beyond Pension abstracts and dissecting pension files.
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e Final Pension Vouchers.
e 1840 Census of Pensioners.

Consider Adopting the Regiment or Crew

Consider using the steps you have learned and examine the pensions and stories of those men who
served with your ancestor. The details in the diaries, letters, and pensions of his fellow veterans may add
more detail to the story you know from researching his records.

Overview of the best approaches for adopting a regiment or company
e Determine your limits and set goals.
e Utilize social media to attract assistance and find other descendants.
e What is your final product of your research on this “adoption”?

Applying to various Hereditary Societies for the Revolutionary War
e National Society Daughters of the American Revolution (1890)
https://www.dar.org/

e National Society Sons of the American Revolution (1889)
https://www.sar.org/

e National Society Children of the American Revolution (1895)
https://www.nscar.org/

e General Society of the Sons of the Revolution (1876)
https://sr1776.org/

e The Society of the Cincinnati (1783)
https://www.societyofthecincinnati.org/

e The Order of Founders and Patriots (1896)
https://ofpa.org/

e Daughters of the Cincinnati (1894)
https://daughters1894.org/

Websites

e Daughters of the American Revolution (DAR) Genealogical Research System (GRS) -
https://www.dar.org/grs

e Reports of the Subcommittee on Revolutionary Taxes, National Society SAR Genealogy

Committee, 2013 - A state-by-state breakdown on which county and local taxes count for
patriotic service https://www.sar.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/06/Revolutionary-War-Tax-Law-
Records multiple-States.pdf

e Revolutionary War Pensions on Fold3 ($) https://www.fold3.com/publication/467/us-
revolutionary-war-pensions-1800-1900
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e Sons of the American Revolution (SAR) Patriot Research System (PRS) -
https://www.sar.org/patriot-research-system/

e Volunteer to transcribe the pension of your Revolutionary War ancestor and others via the
National Archives “Citizen Archivist” online: https://www.archives.gov/citizen-

archivist/missions/revolutionary-war-pension-files
Bibliography of Colonial War through the Revolutionary War

Pequot War
Cave, Alfred A., The Pequot War (Amherst, MA: University of Massachusetts, 1996).

Drake, Samuel G., The History of the Indian Wars in New England from the First Settlement to the
Termination of the War with King Philip, in 1677 (New York, NY: Burt Franklin, 1990).

Jacobus, Donald Lines, List of Officials, Civil, Military and ecclesiastical of Connecticut Colony from
March 1636 through 11 October 1677, and of New Haven colony without separate existence; also

soldiers in the Pequot War (New Haven, CT: Order of Founders and Patriots of America, 1935).

Shepard, James, Connecticut Soldiers in the Pequot War of 1637 (Meriden, CT: The Journal Publishing
co., 1913).

King Philip’s War

Bodge, George Madison, Soldiers in King Philip's War being a critical account of that war with a

concise history of the Indian Wars of New England from 1620-1677. Official lists of the Soldiers of
Massachusetts Colony serving in Phillip's War, and sketches of the principal officers, copies of ancient
documents and records relating to the War, also lists of the Narraganset Grantees of the United
Colonies - Massachusetts, Plymouth, and Connecticut (Boston, MA: NEHGS, 2014; reprint of 1896

edition).

Church, Thomas, The History of Philip's War, commonly called The Great Indian War, of 1675 and 1676.
Also, of the French and Indian Wars at the eastward in 1689, 1690, 1692, 1696, and 1704 (Exeter, NH: J.
& B. Williams, 1829).

Coleman, Emma L., New England Captives Carried to Canada between 1677 and 1760 during the French
and Indian Wars (Bowie, MD: Heritage Books, 1989).

E?A American Ancestors.

A Marposa Cewtom pom Fasiny Hindoey, Hexitacs & Corroms


https://www.sar.org/patriot-research-system/
https://www.archives.gov/citizen-archivist/missions/revolutionary-war-pension-files
https://www.archives.gov/citizen-archivist/missions/revolutionary-war-pension-files

Drake, Samuel G., The History of King Philip's War, by the Rev. Increase Mather, D.D. also a Historyof
the same war by the Rev. Cotton Mather, D.D. To which are added an Introduction and notes, by Samuel
G. Drake (Albany, NY: J. Munsell, 1862).

Ellis, George W. and John E. Morris, King Philip's War — Based on the archives and the records
of Massachusetts, Plymouth, Rhode Island and Connecticut, and contemporary letters and

accounts; with biographical and topographical notes (New York, NY: The Grafton Press, 1906).

Leach, Douglas E., Flintlock and Tomahawk - New England in King Philip's War (New York, NY: The

Macmillan Company, 1958).

Schultz, Eric B. and Michael ]. Tougias, King Philips War - The History and Legacy of America’s
Forgotten Conflict (Woodstock, VT: The Countryman Press, 1999).

Society of Colonial Wars, A Record of the Ceremony and Oration on the Occasion of the Unveilingof
the Monument Commemorating the Great Swamp Fight December 19, 1675 in the Narragansett Country
Rhode Island (Boston, MA: Merrymount Press, 1906).

Queen Anne’s War
Buckingham, Thomas, Rol/ and journal of Connecticut Service in Queen Anne's War, 1710-1711 (New

Haven, CT: The Tuttle, Morehouse & Taylor Press, 1916).

Donahue, Mary E., Massachusetts Officers and Soldiers, 1702-1722: Queen Anne's War to Dummers

War (Boston, MA: Society of Colonial Wars in the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, 1980).

French and Indian War and Revolutionary War
Andrews, Frank DeWette, Connecticut Soldiers in the French and Indian War (Vineland, NJ:

Frank DeWette Andrews, 1923).
Burrage, Henry S., Maine at Louisburg in 1745 (Augusta, ME: Burleigh & Flynt, 1910).

Connecticut Historical Society, Rolls of Connecticut Men in the French and Indian Wars, 1755-
1762 (2 vols). Connecticut Historical Society Collections, vols. 9-10. (Hartford, CT:
Connecticut HistoricalSociety, 190305).

Cowan, Maude R., Members of the Ancients and Honorable Artillery Company in the Colonial
Period, 1638-1774. (Washington, DC: 1999)

E?A American Ancestors.

A Marposa Cewtom pom Fasiny Hindoey, Hexitacs & Corroms



Donahue, Mary E., Massachusetts Officers and Soldiers, 1702-1722: Queen Anne's War to
Dummer's War (Boston, MA: Society of Colonial Wars in the Commonwealth of Massachusetts,
1980).

Doreski, Carole, Massachusetts Officers and Soldiers in the Seventeenth Century Conflicts
(Boston,MA: Society of Colonial Wars in the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, 1982).

Fiske, John, New France and New England (Boston, MA: Houghton and Mifflin & Co., 1902).

Goss, K. David, and Davis Zarowin, Massachusetts Officers and Soldiers in the French and Indian
Wars, 1755-1756 (Boston, MA: Society of Colonial Wars in the Commonwealth of Massachusetts
and NEHGS, 1985).

MacDonald, C. Ochiltree, The Last Siege of Louisburg (London, Cassell and Company, Ltd., 1907).

McKay, Robert E., Massachusetts Soldiers in the French and Indian Wars, 1744-1755 (Boston,
MA:Society of Colonial Wars in the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, 1978).

Neagles, James C., U.S. Military Records — A Guide to Federal and State Sources, Colonial
Americato the Present (Salt Lake City, UT: Ancestry, 1994). Note: Consult this volume for the

chapter-by-chapter review of Revolutionary War sources per state.

Niles, Rev. Samuel, A.M., New England's Victory at Louisburg in 1745 (Providence, RI:
Society ofColonial Wars in the State of Rhode Island and Providence Plantations, 1986).

Rawlyk, G. A., Yankees at Louisbourg - University of Maine Bulletin (Orono, Maine, University
ofMaine Press, 1967).

Voye, Nancy S., Massachusetts Officers in the French and Indian Wars, 1748-1763 (Boston,
MA:Society of Colonial Wars in the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, 1975).

White, Virgil D., Genealogical abstracts of Revolutionary War pension files (Waynesboro, TN:
National Historical Publishing Co., 1990-1992), 4 vols.

, Index to Revolutionary War service records (Waynesboro, TN: The National Historical
Publishing Co., 1995), 4 vols.

E3 American Ancestors.

A& Mareosar Cowtrm som Fuowiny Hinwos



	Determine your veteran ancestors of the 17th and 18th centuries
	17th Century Conflicts
	18th Century Conflicts
	Consider family heirlooms for clues

	Confirm published sources.
	Colonial Wars Databases on AmericanAncestors.org
	Published Sources

	Hereditary Societies and the Colonial Wars
	 Ancient and Honorable Artillery Company (1638)
	https://www.ahac.us.com/
	 Colonial Dames of America (1890)
	https://cda1890.org/
	 General Society of Colonial Wars (1893)
	https://gscw.org/
	 National Society of Colonial Daughters of the 17th Century (1896)
	https://www.colonialdaughters17th.org/
	 Order of Founders and Patriots of America (1896)
	https://ofpa.org/
	 National Society Daughters and Patriots of America (1898)
	https://www.nationalsocietydfpa.com/
	 National Society Colonial Dames XVII Century (1915)
	https://colonialdames17c.org/
	 National Society Women Descendants of A. & H. A. C. (1927)
	https://www.facebook.com/WDAHAC/
	 National Society Daughters of Colonial Wars (1932)
	https://www.nsdcw.org/
	American Revolutionary War
	Does his age fit the Muster Roll?
	 Family relics in the attic.
	 Forgotten images of your veteran.
	 Oral family traditions.
	 Cemetery clues and pitfalls.
	American Revolutionary War Resources
	   Muster Rolls.
	   Quartermaster Rolls.
	   Pension Files and Final Payment Vouchers.
	   Journals and diaries.
	   1840 U.S. Census.
	   Correspondence from officers.
	   Maps.
	   Published Genealogies and town histories.
	From Published to Primary Sources
	 Published accounts to Muster Rolls.
	 Loyalist research overview.
	 U.S. Federal Pension files.
	 Going beyond Pension abstracts and dissecting pension files.
	 Final Pension Vouchers.
	 1840 Census of Pensioners.
	Consider Adopting the Regiment or Crew
	Consider using the steps you have learned and examine the pensions and stories of those men who
	served with your ancestor.  The details in the diaries, letters, and pensions of his fellow veterans may add more detail to the story you know from researching his records.
	Overview of the best approaches for adopting a regiment or company
	 Determine your limits and set goals.
	 Utilize social media to attract assistance and find other descendants.
	 What is your final product of your research on this “adoption”?
	Applying to various Hereditary Societies for the Revolutionary War
	 National Society Daughters of the American Revolution (1890)
	https://www.dar.org/
	 National Society Sons of the American Revolution (1889)
	https://www.sar.org/
	 National Society Children of the American Revolution (1895)
	https://www.nscar.org/
	 General Society of the Sons of the Revolution (1876)
	https://sr1776.org/
	 The Society of the Cincinnati (1783)
	https://www.societyofthecincinnati.org/
	 The Order of Founders and Patriots (1896)
	https://ofpa.org/
	 Daughters of the Cincinnati (1894)
	https://daughters1894.org/

