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Researching German

Ancestors

Class 2: Basics of German
Language and Script

Rhonda R. McClure, Senior Genealogist
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£ American Ancestors.
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Meet today’s presenter

Rhonda R. McClure

Senior Genealogist

Presentation (60 mins.)

« Understanding basic concepts of the German language
* Key words for genealogists

+ Sutterlin and Kurrentschrift

» Fraktur and blackletter

Q&A (30 mins.)
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Overview of German

~ language

German Alphabet (das Alphabe?)
* Same 26 letters as English

¢ Three vowels with

umlauts - &, 6, i

— An extra “€” can replace
the umlaut - ae, oe, ue

* “Hard S”/double S/ Eszett
-8
— die StrafSe = the street
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— der Mann = man
— rot=red

NOT art

past several centuries

— schwimmen = to swim (unconjugated verb)
— There are also some “false friends” e.g. die Art= type, kind

Like the English language, German has evolved over the

The German Language (Deutsch)

* English is a Germaniclanguage - there are many cognates
(or similar words) between English and German

* There are many German dialects based on historic regions

7/7/2025
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German Dialects (deutsche Mundarten)

8

sﬁnnz’hﬁ/\s
/

LHANN i
UPRECHT
¢ 7(%)&%% HERSCHE-HLOS  goRKivoL ™
‘Wﬂfm ) lz/ﬁ%
Al *}\‘ [ HELNKLOS Y
i wan,

e

o

% o CELZMRIE BEROYT

el N T Begeldnungen ded
Smmmmm i U\LIF:‘UI@’J“ Lot Gabenbringers in

AU eurad”s <o b
i Ziié’z’:/ Wy~ wzaamnue o~ (Dle  unterfiriches
/: /}(L/g}s o, ) nen Namen fragen
Nl S e { melft dle Bealelts
W 0 =3 St DO n.Gihtedeftalten).

9

©American Ancestors, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center




Class 2: Rearching German Ancestors

7/7/2025

German Dialects

* Applies more to spoken than to written language

¢ Nein=no

— Berlinerisch = nee
— Oberdosterreicherisch = na

10

German Grammar (Grammatik)

* Nouns are capitalized

— ein Glas Milch (a glass of milk)

* Nouns have gender
— Three genders — der(m), die(f), das(n)

— No hard and fast rule to determine the gender of a noun

* Compound words are common
—  Militirdienst= military service

*  There are four cases, some of which alter the ending of an adjective, noun, or
indefinite article (adding an —en, -ens, -er)

*  Possessives can be formed by adding the -s ending as in English, but are not
necessarily formed this way

*  Plural forms often change the spelling of a noun
— ein Kuh, zwei Kiihe (one cow, two cows)

11

Feminine Forms

e -inis a feminine suffix

— Many surnames will take the —in suffix when applied to
women

— Many occupations for women take the -in suffix,
similar to —ess in English
 der Musiker, die Musikerin (the musician)

* der Weber, die Weberin (the weaver)
* der Koch, die Kochin (the chef)

e -/and -chen are diminutive suffixes, sometimes also

used for female words, similar to —ette in English

— das Méidchen (the girl) is the diminutive of die Magd
(the maid/the maiden)

12
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Marriage, Johann Georg Heymel and Ottilie
Margarethe Baier, Fambach, 1806

13

Baier(s)

Baierin

Standardization of Words

P b

t d

k g

pf f

z tz

h ch

D T

f vorw

s z or sch

X ks or cks

th (usually at end of word) h may be omitted

14
Why try to read the originals?
* Transcriptions can have "~ ﬂth“ﬂ.mwﬁ.m"?ma

€rrors

* Transcriptions often do .
not have all the details
contained in the original

Baptism of Johann Adam Wartmann /

Father Johann William Wartmann [
Mother Barbara Pfaetzgraeffin

Wi Connicrisn

15
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Child
Birthdate and
baptism date

Parents Godparents

Johann Johann Adam Wartmann
Adam and Barbara Pfaltzgraeffin

Gertrud Metzger

\
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V b
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T pp | o
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= =~ I T -
Karoline geb. Schickner

Baptism, Gertrude Metzger, Heilbronn,
1912

17

German for

— Genealogists
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Key Words

* You can understand and translate basic records
without speaking the language

* Key record types include Kirchenbiicher (church
books such as baptism, marriage, and burial), civil

registration records, and Familienregister (family
register books)

* The same set of basic vocabulary will get you
through all of these record types

19
. .
Key Words: Relationships
engish ________JGerman ______________|
Mother die Mutter
Father der Vater
Male/Female maénnlich/weiblich
Parents die Eltern
Legitimate/Illegiti ehelich/unehelich
Daughter die Tochter/das Téchterlein
Son der Sohn/Sohnlein
Child das Kind
Wife die Frau, die Ehefrau, die Gattin, die Ehegattin, die Weib
Husband der Mann, der Ehemann, der Gatte, die Ehegatte
Boy der Jung, der Knabe, der Bube
Girl das Méadchen, das Madl
Widow/Widower die Wittwe, die Wittib/der Wittwer, der Wittiber
Godparent der Pate, der Taufpate
20
Key Words: Life Events
.
engish ______JGerman_____|
Born geboren
Birth (n.) die Geburt
Baptized getauft
Baptise (v.) taufen
Baptism (n.) die Taufe
Confirmation die Konfirmation, die Firmung
Married getraut, verheiratet, copuliert
Marry (v.) trauen, heiraten, ehelichen
Died gestorben
Die (v.) sterben
Death der Tod
Buried begraben
Bury (n.) die Beerdigung, die Bestattung, das Begréabnis
21
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Key Words: Time

Day der Tag

Month das Monat

Year die Jahr

Age das Alter

Years old Jahre Alt

Morning die Morgen, der Vormittag
Afternoon der Nachmittag

Night die Nacht

O'clock Uhr

22

Key Words: Months of the Year

January Januar, Janner, Hartung, Jenner

February Februar, Hornung

March Mérz, Frihlingsmonat

April April, Ostermonat, Osteren

May Mai, Wonnemonat, Blitemonat

June Juni, Brachmonat

July Juli, Heuert, Heumonat, Heuet

August August, Erntemonat, Hitzmonat

Sy Sep.tember, Fruchtmonat, Herbstmonat, Herpsten, 7ber,
7bris

October Oktober, Weinmonat, 8ber, 8bris

November November, Wintermonat, 9ber, 9bris

December Dezember, Christmonat, 10ber, 10bris, Xber, Xbris

23

Tip:

Use online German-word

lists to aid in transcription
and translation
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Family Tree  Search  Memories  Indexing  Activities @ help SIGNIN  CREATE

Page Taik Read | View source:  View Nistary | Sesrch by o

German Genealogical Word List

Genealogical Word Lsts @ German Genealogical Word List
b

‘German Gene

5¢ contains GerTaBn words WL Ul Englsh trnstatons, O st Coniputers, CTLYF wil 60r<h this G206 for the word You wish to Word L
The words ncluded here e those tha ou ae kel ind in gsmealogical source

s 52, pleasa consult 8 German-Englih dictionry, (h online Grimim Deatsch

Fegional oniine Bctionares oued B wo

See the Latin Word List (34077).

the word you are looking for is not on
(one of the best sources), or other

2. ¢ 5.Latin words are ofter

found in German recors, 5nd A few are included in this

German is spoken in Germany, Switzeriand, and Austria. Records written In German may be found In these countries and alse in parts of
Patand, Denmark, Lukembaurg, C26ch Republic, Hungary, and Wherever German peaple setticd, Thers aro several different dialects i the
Garman languaga. Far example, in the province of Westfolen and other areas of Garmany that border the Netheriands, you may notice

Downloadabl
‘wards that are ciasely related to Dutch words. You may find the Dutch word lst useful when working with these recorts. List
I addiion, German is feund in some early records of the United States, such a5 in Pennsylvania, Texas, Wiscansin, and other states - #OF File
where Germans ved. Handwriting
Gonens [fise]
1 Languoge Characterisics = Old German Scrip
11 Variant Forms of Words Familysearcn, ¢
1.2 Diteets Associated Cd
3 Alphabtical Ordor i .
4 Speting - Begum

7 Additonal Resoveces

9.1 Mo
9.2 Daye of the Week

www.familysearch /en/wiki/German_Genealogical_Word_List
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OLD GERMAN PROFESSIONS

i By Navigason Fanl - Document Outine

[Document Outline
© OUCUPATIONS and ILLNESSES
PAECEE LN QR RS T YWY T
= Comtributed by Brigitic Gastel Lioyd

 Tcinstaicd o Gesensn i the Eiglish anguage by Ol Weiss

i
[ Arivace
 Abcocker-kinner

vith
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e cres o cler: sventuree o "Abeococrers
[ Ablader Jongsboremnan

[ Apestmeenann scod rumer an e et

Abosins -phoco
 Achiedsmann Han et on e estae
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e Juryman
 chicrmann -t on tarm i vocs's o
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Ackerer fumer;uller of the il
Ackesnesns -furmbast

sites.rootsweb.com/~romban/misc/germa

26

Pommerseher Verein Sreistadt

The Pomeranian Society of Freistadt

German Words with English Translations

Diseases, Occupations, Military Terms

Deyoted 1o
preserving Pomeranian Diseases and Causes of Death
culture and history .
Abortus / Abtreibung - abertion [Haisentzlindung - throat infection
Horme Alter - age, old age i
Aitersschmacho - weakness of od age - brain fover
L Passots - leprosy JHusten - coug? B
Abouk s Ausserer Schaden - external damage infiuenze, Grippe - influenza

Contact
Where is Pomorania?
Mamber Log In

o or Renow-US Mall

Pomerantan Tour
Downlond

https://pommerscher.

0 - Conmmpion, wasting Sy
Bandwurm - tapeworm
Beulonpest - bubonic piague
Bistterrose - shingles
Biinddarm - appendicitis
Biutfiuss, Blutiauf, Bhagang - hemorrhage
Braune - quinsy, angina
Brand am Fuss - gangrene on the feot
Brechruhr - scholera.
Bruchschaden - hernia
Brustensindung, Brustheber - plewrisy,
t

inneriche Kronkhelt - internal diseose.
Ischias - sciatiea (p joint problems)
Keuchhusten - whoaping couah
Kindbettfieber - chigbed fever
|Kinderpocken - chicken pox
rockenfrass - bone disease
Knockenkreds - bane cancer
JRolk-dysomery
Kopfwasser - hydrocephalus - fluid on the brain
[Krampfe - cramps, convulsions

Donatons / Voiuntser fiarmation of th che |Rratze - scobies
s Brustirampl - cromps, spasms, convulsions | Wrebs - eaneer
LU Brustwassersucnt - droosv of the chest Ixroaf - aoiter

/cpage.php?pt=176

27
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ABs Sprachen | BN SV IS/RU RO PR IT SK PT N WU FI LA £S BO HR NO CS DA TR PL EO SR EL BS | 5K FR IS HU M.

1 - aimatein

QUESTIONS?

©American Ancestors, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 10



Class 2: Rearching German Ancestors

Handwriting Types

¢ Latin script
— Same alphabet, same letter-forms as English script
— Used when church records were written in Latin
— Used for titles/headings/names in records

* Kurrentschrift/Siitterlin/German script/Gothic script
— “Running” or cursive writing
— Same alphabet, different letter-forms
— Used up to ca. mid-20t century

— Kurrentis the general term, Siitterlin was a specific
form taught from 1915-1941

7/7/2025

31

Kurrent/Siitterlin for Genealogists

* Where to find it?

— Church books (esp.
Lutheran)

— Civil registration

— Military service papers

— Letters

— Basically, any
handwritten document

written in German
before about 1941!

32

Pfaltzgraff

Wagonmaker

Death, ev. Lut. Kirche, Langensoultzbach

33
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The Alphabet in Kurrent

4 Jf; s/fﬁ)
vl E LB AT
or s LZ 24
0 FY 0w e ¥
Eﬁ% n”%’ ﬁMW
r/f nmﬁv xz,Z”
sy 2B 7Y
h gf’/ q,;'@'
i K DR uf%

Al o U

Sl G AP

34

Das Siitterlin - Alphabet im Vergleich zu Kanzleischriften des 17. - 19. Jahrhunderts
To compare: Suetterlin alphabet to older writings of 17th - 19th century
Pour comparer, alphabet Siitterlin A des écritures plus anciennes de 17¢éme - 19¢me siécle

= Grofibuchstaben / capital letters / Majuscules

“ AdAacuaadx o
(4] BESESBIVAE

c CErYTYSAt

“[3] 3208/9953098%¢

(g Rl v e o crevrsnrrorrieer g
MRS d R Ll il bl

"l HEHEEA LA
R kel adat ikl

suetterlinschrift.de/Lese/Kanzleil.htm

35

Tip:
e ape

individual
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H ceoad= T cin / 2d /“«-Lzr
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prn /];M[M A A ;.//f’ 7%

7/7/2025

Church book index - letter “H"

37

s EandR = 2 e Fand]

Easily Confused Letters

Lowercase Letters Capital Letters

FandS fawdf « MandN W anfl
e MandN s @wud 2 e DandV AJand ¥
e RandV + wwd o * BandL .;fm“ﬂx

* GandY y""‘”‘g? « CandL [ w2

Fand F

38
Surname Examples
7 ”
Bock Bach
4 Ziy/.
/ Lotz Leyh
39
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Old German Script - Guides

e IfI Can, You Can
Decipher German
Records (1982)
by Edna M. Bentz

7/7/2025

40

Old German Script - Guides

a7

D I JIF 8T IITND o p a

s Y
B2 LDIRNND | <O,

é%ﬁ%ﬁﬁj yﬂ/@by’ﬁ 029,97

41

. Deciphering Handwriting in
German Documents
by Roger P. Minert
(2nd ed., 2013)

Old German Script - Guides

3 .

42
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Old German Script - Guides

L0175 whn e o bt

e, The a1 e i st o e e e

e o

pR—

43

{ funaen Damm

read Suetterlin/ read blackletters &?ﬂmun.-
0= Ros 6 e

Mere yu s prinset Mbscetees

the "German

NIl b i i St ek here

DRUTSCHE VERSION. VERRON PRANCAISE

ectoronsertpe s, cresed by me v graptec 193w 141 g e
ey
S e pag "Deveicpeacat o Licn W
Pl o  cberpenetns oien When oty
ocurments a0 Chch bocks s 43 v he Ko o s e 1 i) Moy
vl of e “Stmten e, which o s 5 z v callod

¥

Spectl German charciers: .0, 4 v b s e b b MKl Ages  wa. g "e” s ) n o

Kurrentschrift Schreiblehrgang
von Margarete Miicke

willkammen
Schreiblehrgiinge als PDF

Was Ist Kurmantschritt?
Hier inden Sie meine Schveiblehepinge ofs PBI-Datel, G Sie sich Kostenios henunteriaden
Schuulblahrgang r
Schreiblshroang 2014
SChrablehrging Kurrentschit 1.0beraebaitung 2014, Macgarste ke

Loselibunten
Lesniibungon New: Damit Sie einige Original Handsehriften kannenlemen, finden Sie hisr Texte 3us
Griginaldricke einem
Paesisalbum ab1850
Sriginalhondachriton
1529 - 2010
Handwriting tha old German “Kurrent” Script
] Kurrent 2018 Anweisungen
Tmpresaum,
Impras Schreiblehroang 2016

‘Sehremiahrgang Kurrentschrit 2.(berarbaitung 2016, mit Frakiur - Margarete Miske

Der Schesbichrgang 2016 (s genau wie der van 2014 sufgebaut, Zusstlich findos
o rechenden Buchs C-Dn

-lernen-muecke.de/lehrgang.php

45

A
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BYU Script Tutorial

o Letters Test

ngn o e
Garman Documents
[
Soniguer & Toos
3 oritor an B or n umiauled vowel in o6 of the answer boses i, copy and pasts trom tha foliowing: A& 06 010 1
PART |: [DENTIFY THE FOLLOWING LETTERS

o

https://script.byu.edu/german-handwriting/interactive-exercises/letters-test

in German script

bay_ 4iamil))
1V S

et Yoo ez 1l41\_

PR
Lt/ I

TDed schdlier brouner Fuhs i3 Woer den

Linit{af __

ich _legre. Deu'ts

TTERanRoToIunIreny

Handwriting practice page

48

©American Ancestors, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 16



Class 2: Rearching German Ancestors 7/7/2025

Tot: o Ergana Bt 4 3 Sialen Ol

T Gltf Wl Fpep Fps GOef Scbrife  Sihull

O fngland

deutsche-handschrift.de/adsschreiben.php#schriftfeld

49

Deciphering German Script

* Understanding key words and where they are
likely to be mentioned in a record helps you catch
on to an individual’s specific handwriting style

* Become familiar with letters by studying known
words like given names and town names, as you
will then be more easily able to decipher unknown
words

50

Tip:
W :

practice!
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Baptism
Location M/F and
Entry Address Birthdate and Date Child’s Name

poi. Wfopth \Tebtn ) g, o B,
Fi Wlf/lr_ ""'“’Mﬂ}p f?é'-[‘_“ﬂ t]ﬂ-’l/kfﬂ[d/zf[n

i - A
| Ham, 3 ; Jetfy.
| . 24, 12 ”{' ved()
i | Derselbst ;Siebter Ja- Kirche Knabe -
251 | Am Wasser | nuar Mittags 12% Januar Paulus Wilhelm
3 L-Num. 34 12 Uhr - Retitfa
The same place Church Boy
Am Wasser Seventh January 12" January Paulus Wilhelm
#34 12:00 in the Petter
afternoon

Baptism, Paulus Wilhelm Petter, Famb:
1839

52

am 4 Febr. der ehrsame Junggesell Joh. Adam Christoph

on 4 February the honorable bachelor Johann Adam Christoph

: /"“7 el "Mﬂmm i
S e

‘Weyh mit Jungfer Ursula Elisabetha Heymelin

Weyh with maiden Ursula Elisabetha Heymelin

istoph Weyh and
Fambach, 1739

Marriage, Johann Adam
Ursula Elisabetha Heym:

53

am 4 Febr. der ehrsame Junggesell Joh. Adam Christoph

on 4 February the honorable bachelor Johann Adam Christoph

e

‘Weyh mit Jungfer Ursula Elisabetha Heymelin

Weyh with maiden Ursula Elisabetha Heymelin

Marriage, Johann Adam Christoph Weyh and
Ursula Elisabetha Heym: Fambach, 1739

54
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9. Ein todtgeborener Knabe der Johann Adam Gruber

9. A stillborn baby boy of ](vhdnn Adam Gruber

Soldner hieselbst wurde am 10. August beerdiget

mercenary soldier of this place was buried on the 10 of August

Burial, Unnamed Child, Méttingen, 1838

7/7/2025

55

9. Ein todtgeborener Knabe der Johann Adam Gruber

9. A stillborn baby boy o(]nh'\m\ Adam Gruber

S

Soldner hieselbst wurde am 10. August beerdiget

mercenary soldier of this place was buried on the 10 of August

Burial, Unnamed Child, Méttingen, 1838

56

Anno 1594

Year 1594

- I ff.; +
o2 Gl LS 5ok .,1. Sun b iy //»ﬁvﬁ &,mr\

Melchior, Hans Miillers Sohn ist den 26 Martj gestorb und begrab

Melchior, son of Hans Miiller, died and was buried on March 26"

Burial, Melchior ller, Alsenz, 1594

57
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Anno 1594
Year 1594

7/7/2025

——————— r—— -
- e R e S
BN Avnd a5 g4

L 2 Gl WL o i S 2l ,n.-u!,/r/o;{(‘f—s aszf\

Melchior, Hans Miillers Sohn ist den 26 Martj gestorb und begrab

Melchior, son of Hans Miiller, died and was buried on March 26"

Burial, Melchior Muller, Alsenz, 1594

58

Tip:

Even records written in German

will include the occasional
Latin word/phrase

Use what you know to help you
translate

* Look for clues
— What letters or words do you recognize?

* Use approximate spellings to search for possible
words in the word list or dictionary

60
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S J5F Aom /’;’»;m”ﬁjq‘ f% S’ﬁm«/}'.!

L2

Burial, Johann Caspar Heller, Fambach, 1829

61

Do | see these letters elsewhere?

bl 43 e @hma 5y

Years Months Days

Jahre Monate Tage

Burial, Johann Caspar Heller, Fambach, 1829

62

familysearch.org/wiki/en/German_Genealogical_Word_List#T

63
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Tip:
Most men will have
their occupation near
their name.

QUESTIONS?

Fraktur and German
Gothic Print

©American Ancestors, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 22
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Gothic Print

* Standard text style in
Germany from about the
9th century up to 1941

— A style of handwriting
before moveable type was
invented

— Also common in the Czech
Republic and Scandinavia

e Also known as
“blackletter” or Fraktur

* A few variations

67

Gothic Print for Genealogists

* Where to find it?

— Headings in church books
and military records

— Newspapers, books,
gazetteers, printed
material before about 1941

— Gravestones

68

Gothic Print/Fraktur - Guides

- -

* Handwriting Guide —
German Gothic

— https://feefths.org/sites/de

fault/files/guide/german- F S Fas? @al!B
gothic.pdf Ebnfv .Qauf IJat e [tn %ur

bnn @nu [L iit clu Uutten

- g q
Dec1pher1ng Death Gjeﬂ hl an .@mlél ﬂnzin
Dn ttl I)at nrei @au[et %iitt

Notices in German
Newspapers (PP~ 2'9) l)n Ie mg nen @utl ":Em xfrtl er

— https://www.slcl.org/sites
[default/files/01-2010.pdf

69
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The Alphabet in Fraktur

Aaq BH Cc Db Ge
A Bb Coq D4 E o
i Gg 5 Jij &Y
F 1 a g H b, IJij K &k
gL Mm Nn, Do PP
L)Y Mmw» Noa O P p

*plus letters

7/7/2025

GdrEMRPROS with umlauts!
70
Easily Confused Letters
Lowercase Letters Capital Letters
* FandK fandf + AandU Aand U
e Fand S f‘““sr e BandV %aﬂbﬁ
¢ RandX tandy « Fand] Sand’
. SZandB'g““‘b[3 e Tand] ‘}anbﬂ
Jand
71

Heading Examples

-

&in‘zq. Sai;:vism‘, Menat @'5‘4’/‘:&,

72
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Heading Examples

E:itz!z : e 18577, Monat @,//‘,;‘M .
Seite Jahr B Monét

Mainunlidd. "”eiﬁ'[-ifb-'-

Mainnlich Weiblich

73

1. ¥nna Maria i
Hebl, amn,a,“’fu’Su’f’ﬁ.’.";?.’&,“li"mfé'ﬁﬁ':ﬁ;“’"""“""’
2. Jacob Monbheimer, Aderdmann ;
3. Jobana Avam Monbeimer, WMaurer;
4. @lifabetha Monbefmer, ledig und ohne Gewerbe;
5. Midyael ‘]I‘font:e'!n:cr, ‘J)?Lmtre:;

ion nof Amts-und

lich Bayerischen

T

1. ®fnra Maria Monbeimer, G
Hebl, Winger, Ju !ﬁ«bnum,n:u mg;g:;;‘*mbdm(m

2. Jacob Monbeimer, Aderdmann ;

3. Jobana Abam Monbeimer, Maurer;

4. @lifabetha Monbeimer, Tebig und oyne Gewerbe;
5. Midyael 'D‘fon_t:eh:r, “’i‘“‘."ﬁ

1. Anna Maria Monheimer, Ehefrauvon 1. Anna Maria Monheimer, wife of

Heinrich Hehl, Winzer, zu Heinrich Hehl, vintner, resident of
Niederkirchen wohnhaft; Niederkirchen;

2. Jacob Monheimer, Ackersmann; 2. Jacob Monheimer, plowman;

3. Johann Adam Monheimer, Mauerer; 3. Johann Adam Monheimer, bricklayer;

4. Elisabetha Monheimer, ledig und ohne 4.  Elisabetha Monheimer, single and
Gewerbe; unemployed;

5. Michael Monheimer, Maurer; 5. Michael Monheimer, bricklayer;
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Zum
Andenken an
Adam Wartman

In
memory of
Adam Wartman

7/7/2025

76
[t deint 722
. B.-,Imﬁ&m: el
Military pass AR -
book page with
questions
regarding the
identity of the
service member

77

Vor- und Familien-Name: e
[or wun Fanitiotane]
=

Geboren am

Verwaltungs-Bezirk:
.

Ob verheiratet

Kinder:

Military Pass Book, Adam Ignatz Chyla, 1879

First and family name:

Born on

Administration district:

Whether married

Children:

78

©American Ancestors, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center

26



Class 2: Rearching German Ancestors

Numbers and
Abbreviations

7/7/2025

Numerals

¢ Arabic numerals are used in both Kurrentand
Fraktur

¢ Some variations in how these numerals are
written

Of234567850 0123456789
& 3 1 7
2 9 17 18

80

Dates

German (and most European) dates are written
DAY/MONTH/YEAR

“tens place
— Einundzwanzig = one and twenty = 21
— A . i

-4
six = 1926

=ni hundred twenty-

451855
The -ten ending in German is equivalent to -4 ending in
English
— Some irregular numbers, e.g. eins (one) becomes erst (first)
— Seven - seventh, as in “on the seventh of April” + H
— Sieben > siebten, as in “am Siebten April’

— A period after the numeral is the abbreviation for this ending -
“7. April’

A
oy
g

Sometimes Roman numerals are used in headers

Starting with 21, German numbers are formed as “ones place” + | 72 ksl

81
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Time

* Many church records
include exact time of birth,

baptism, death, or burial

(and to a lesser extent, »

marriage) e e
¢ The word Uhr (hour) is 4, dzy “;9'!‘ in s

«

used to also mean “ocloc]
— 7 Uhr Morgens=7:00 am
— gegen, um (about)

— zwischen (between)

»

82
Common Abbreviations
* *blrth Kirchenbuchverfilmung
* ~ baptism
* 00, © marriage :::m:
* + death e—
* geb. = geboren (born), nee T b e
(maiden name) M_::‘m
* et. ux. (Latin) = and wife
* ehel = ehelich (legitimate)
83

Andreas Kniese
b. 6 March 1780
m. 9 April 1815
d. 28 March 1831

Anna Catharine Horle

b. 4 Nov 1786 in Moischeid
m. 9 April 1815

d. 1 April 1851

Marriage, Andreas Kniese and Anna Catharine

Horle, Bischhausen, 1815

84
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wiki-de.genealogy.net/Genealogische_Symbole_und_Zeichen

85

Tip:
~_Install a translator

extension to your web
browser

Review

* Original records can provide more details than
transcriptions/translations

* Utilize all tools that you need to feel comfortable
using the records - keep one or all handy:
— German dictionary
— Copy of the alphabet in Kurrentand Fraktur
— Genealogical word list
— Examples of translated records

* Practice, practice, practice!

Diclen Dank!

87
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QUESTIONS?

Schedule a consultation
consultations@americanancestors.org

Hire Research Services
research@americanancestors.org

Consultations

Book a one-on-one
consultation with
a genealogist and

receive help with your

family history research!

AmericanAncestors.org/ -
Expert-Help/Consultations @ AN ME

89

£ American Ancestors.

Search Events Join/Renew  Give 10Milon Nares | Pbbcations | ExpertHelp | Tocks | Proects | Conters nktistives

Researching German Ancestors 2025

JOIN THE LIVE BROADCAST

https://www.americanancestors.org/researching-german-ancestors-2025
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THANK YOU!

AmericanAncestors.org/Education

E?A American Ancestors.

A NatioNar CENTER FOR FamiLy History, HERITAGE & CULTURE
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