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Else Churchill, Genealogist, Society of Genealogists, UK 

Class 4:  Towns and Cities
17th-Century English  Research

Meet today’s presenter

Else Churchill
Genealogist, Society of Genealogists, UK

Session 4 – Town Records
• Guilds

• Freemen, Apprentices, and other records (London & Provinces)
• City 

• Freedoms, Apprenticeships, and Corporation Records (London & Provinces)
• Mayors Courts & Quarter Sessions 
• London Courts -

Hustings 
• Orphans Courts
• Education 

• Grammar Schools, Universities, and Inns of Court
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Guilds and  Associated Records 
In and Out of London

London and “Outwith” Guilds
Freemen of Guilds and Cities

Borough Records

Guilds and Livery Companies  - London
Guildhall Library Guide City of London Livery Companies 
and Related Organisation: A Guide to their Archives in 
Guildhall Library

See also Short History of Early Modern 
London, 1500-1700 by Vanessa Harding
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Useful London Sources Guides
7
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Published access to records - London Guilds and Livery Companies Apprenticeships 
and Freemen records
The Society of Genealogists library has long collected works relating to London City 
Companies (MX/CC)
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Joshua Slater s/o 
Joseph Slater of 
Granchester. 
Lancashire, chapman 
bound to Abraham 
Palmer (Citizen habr.) 
for 7 years from 1683
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SEE My  Ancestors were Freemen of  the City London by  Vivienne  E Aldous

34

35

36

Class 4: 17th-Century English Research



6/23/2025

13

Rev C T Dale

• Members of the City Livery Companies in 1641 as set forth in 
the Poll Tax (MX/CC 11)

• Citizens of London 1641-1643 from State Papers includes 
Stationers Company and Innholders Company  from Lay 
Subsidies

• Inhabitants of London 1638

Inhabitants of London 
1638 – CT Gale 

38

Boyd’s Inhabitants of 
London 60, 000 families
indexed with images on 
SoG Explore & 
Findmypast

“citizen” 
ie Freeman of the City
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Boyd’s Inhabitants of London 
extracted onto  FamilySearch Genealogies
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“Outwith Guilds”
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https://www.york.ac.uk/media/borthwick/documents/publications/The%20Comp
any%20of%20Merchant%20Taylors%20in%20the%20City%20of%20York%20Regist
er%20of%20Admissions%201560-1835.pdf 
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The Closed Shops
• Established to prevent 

competition within a guild area.
• Fixed prices for work
• Maintained standards of 

workmanship
• Regulated number of members 

depending upon the business 
requirements

• Shared civic duties and 
leadership

Three Phases 
of Guild 
Membership

APPRENTICE – sent to work for a “master” in his early 
teens. Term was between 5 and 9 years depending 
upon trade. No wages just board, lodging and training. 
Could not marry until he became a journeyman.

JOURNEYMAN – paid for his labours. Would create his 
“masterpiece” in his own time which was presented to 
the craft guild as evidence of his craftsmanship and 
work towards acceptance as a “master”.

MASTER – proven craftsman who could set up his own 
workshop and train apprentices.

Guild Rules

Most Guild Rules were similar to the following

WHEN THE GUILD MEETS NONE SHALL COME EXCEPT BY PERMISSION 
OF THE ALDERMEN

REFRESHMENTS SHALL BE PROVIDED AT THE DISCRETION OF THE 
ALDERMEN

NONE OF THE GUILD BRETHREN SHALL GO OUT OF TOWN WHEN THE 
GUILD MEETS

TWO WORTHY MEN SHALL VISIT THE SICK OF THE GUILD AND EACH 
GUILD BROTHER SHALL HAVE ONE ALLOTED TO HIM

WHEN A GUILD MEMBER DIES ALL THE MEMBERS SHALL MEET A THE 
SERVICE FOR THE DEAD

AN IMPRISONED MEMBER SHALL BE LIBERATED AT GUILD EXPENSE.

POVERTY IS NOT RECOGNISED AS THE GUILD SHALL PROVIDE.

52

53

54

Class 4: 17th-Century English Research



6/23/2025

19

Common 
Provincial Guild 
Records

MINUTE BOOKS

ACCOUNTS

COURT BOOKS – Proceedings of 
the Aldermen

RED BOOKS – Lists of all members 
and regulations

Boroughs 

FREEMEN, 

VOTING RIGHTS, 

CIVIC REPONSIBILITY,

CHARTERS & TOWN BOOKS
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Who Could Vote? 
Borough Freemen
• Apprenticeship
• Matrimony
• Patrimony
• Redemption
• Bristol, Canterbury, Coventry, York etc

Bristol Freemen

The Burgess Books of Bristol 
recording the names of men 
admitted to the freedom of the 
city exist in an almost unbroken 
sequence from 1558 to the 
present day  at the Bristol Record 
Office 

Bristol Apprentices

And here the apprentice rolls for the 
city of Bristol show that Richard Turner 
the son of John Turner , late of the town 
of Leicester, a dyer was apprenticed to 
William Beachough , Brasssfounder and 
Brazier and Mary  his wife for 7 years 
(Intriguingly it says friends are to find 
apparel and washing!)

This young man had come some 
distance to learn his trade
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Databases of Local Freemen and Apprentices
Findmypast
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Worcester Freemen
WorcesterCityFreemen.pdf (explorethepast.co.uk)
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QUESTIONS?
Schedule a consultation

consultations@americanancestors.org
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Kings Lynn 
Guildhall Court Books
Mayors Court 
23 Jun 1653

Quarter Sessions

Quarter Sessions – what to read
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Norfolk QS

• County Sessions at Norwich
• City Sessions at Norwich
• Great Yarmouth
• Kings Lynn
• Thetford
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Variety of activities

• Wiltshire Quarter Sessions 
Order Book 1642-1654
• Wiltshire Record Society
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Some Felonies 

• Burglary
• Horse Stealing
• Wounding or maiming cattle
• Trespass & threatening gamekeepers
• Murder
• Robbing an orchard

• Receiving stolen goods
• Assault – especially against Parish 

Constables
• Eavesdropping
• Destroying wagons, carts or ploughs
• Rape
• Theft of clothes

How to Start Your Research –
Court Rolls, Session Rolls, Order Books or 
Minute Books, Depositions, Petitions 

Depositions

85

86

87

Class 4: 17th-Century English Research



6/23/2025

30

Bound Over to the next meeting of the Sessions
Michaelmas 1642
• Sussex Quarter Session Orders 

published by the Sussex Record 
Society Publication no 3 

Roger Woodborne, currier, and Mary his wife bound over in £20 to 
answer a charge of being an accessory to a felony

Robert Woodyer, yeoman bound in £10 to prosecute the above

John Page, yeoman, bound in £20 with two sureties for good 
behaviour of £210 each to appear at the next session

Nicholas Allen, Tailor, bound in £20 to appear and answer a charge 
of bastardy, two sureties £10 each

William Morris, husbandman, bound in £20 to appear next sessions 
and meanwhile to keep the peace towards William Susan

William Susan, yeoman, bound in £20 to appear next session and 
meanwhile to keep the peace towards William Morris, one surety of 
£10

Guilty
at Michaelmas Session 1642
• Sussex Quarter Session Orders 

published by the Sussex Record 
Society Publication no 3 

Robert Steyphen and three others guilty of not keeping watch and 
ward. Fined 2sh each
Robert Steyphen and three others guilty of not keeping watch and 
ward. Fined 2sh each

William Tompkins, yeoman and Richard Gosden husbandman for 
assault and taking a horse. Fine 6d each
William Tompkins, yeoman and Richard Gosden husbandman for 
assault and taking a horse. Fine 6d each

John Tester, mason and Anne his wife, for an assault. Fine 12dJohn Tester, mason and Anne his wife, for an assault. Fine 12d

Edward Greed tailor, for an assault. Fine 2sh 6dEdward Greed tailor, for an assault. Fine 2sh 6d

Thomas Friend, husbandman, for an assault. Fine 12dThomas Friend, husbandman, for an assault. Fine 12d

Thomas Holmwood. Chandler for an assault. Fine 12dThomas Holmwood. Chandler for an assault. Fine 12d

Elizabeth Carnall, widow, now married to Drew Harman, for an 
assault. Fine 12d
Elizabeth Carnall, widow, now married to Drew Harman, for an 
assault. Fine 12d

Richard Seares, husbandman, for an assault. Fine 6d Richard Seares, husbandman, for an assault. Fine 6d 

Richard Neale husbandman, for an assault. Fine 6dRichard Neale husbandman, for an assault. Fine 6d

Robert Ollow, collier,for an assault. Fine 6dRobert Ollow, collier,for an assault. Fine 6d

Not Guilty
at Michaelmas Session 1642
• Robert Smyth, collier (i.e. 

Charcoal maker) not guilty of 
stealing a wether [a male 
castrated sheep] worth 10d
• Edward Chauntler, husbandman, 

not guilty of stealing two shirts 
worth 4d, breeches and a 
doublet 3d

• Sussex Quarter Session Orders 
published by the Sussex Record 
Society Publication no 3 

88

89

90

Class 4: 17th-Century English Research



6/23/2025

31

Petition against the Poor rate
To the Worshipfull John Hawkins Esquire and to the rest of his Majesty's Justices of the Peace for the 
County of Middlesex in their General Session Assembled.
The Humble Petition and Appeal of Diedrick Peckerson of the Parish of Saint George Middlesex, an 
Inhabitant paying to the Relief of the Poor within the said Parish, SHEWETH
That a Rate or Assessment was [...] on the nineteenth day of August last made for the relief of the Poor of 
the said Parish by John Horsford and Lancelot Bowler, Churchwardens, and William Ray, William Gunniss
and John Hopkins, overseers of the Poor of the said Parish, and all owed by Roberts Pill and Christopher 
Scott Esquires, two of his Majesty's Justices of the Peace of the said County, which Rate was made for three 
Months Commenceing [sic] at Lady Day now last past. That your Petitioner conceives himself aggrieved by 
the said Rate because [...] heard the other Inhabitants of the said Parish are thereby Rated or Assessed by an 
Annual Assessment by the Pound, Whereas the Custom and Usage of the said Parish hath constantly for 
great numbers of Years last past been to make a Monthly Rate or Assessment, which being discretionary 
was much better Calculated to Answer immediate Occasions without bringing a perpetual burthen on the 
Inhabitants.
That the said Rate is in many Instances partial and unequal, and in particular that your said Petitioner is 
charged much higher in proportion to the Annual Value of the Premises Occupied by him than other Persons 
within the said Parish, and therefore and for other Defects in the said Rate your Petitioner Appeals 
therefrom.
Your Petitioner therefore humbly prays that your Worships would be pleased to order the benefit of the said 
Appeal to be saved to your Petitioner, and that your Worships would be pleased to appoint a Day in the next 
General Quarter Session of the Peace to hear and determine the said Appeal; And at the same time that the 
Church-wardens and Overseers of the said Parish may produce the Books of the Old Rates for the Relief of 
the Poor of the said Parish, as also the Books of the present Rate ... 

Nonconformists

Boyd’s Inhabitants of London
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City of London 
Court of Husting 1258-1357 and 1358-1688. 
MX/G 245/6

94

City of London Civil Courts
Court of Husting 1258-1357 and 1358-1688. 

The Court of Husting was the oldest civil court of the Corporation of  London and hence any wills enrolled or 
recorded here may predate the ecclesiastical court records. The court probate jurisdiction within the ancient City of London 
dates from medieval times through most of the 17th century, when it became obsolete. The court can be traced back to the 
days of Edward the Confessor. It is believed to have been the County Court of London. At the beginning it  was the custom of 
the court to sit every Monday, but as time went on it  became necessary for the court to operate on both Monday and 
Tuesday. 

The testators were often wealthy, male artisans and merchants. Most of the female testators were widows. Married women 
needed to have permission from their husbands to create a will. Furthermore, unmarried women, who may have inherited or 
owned property, would lose their rights to the property when they married. Due to the law of  Coverture, upon marriage, all of 
a woman’s personal and property rights were subsumed by her husband. The law did not change until the 19th century 
with the Married Women’s Property Acts. 

There are two introductions written for both volumes of will abstracts. The first was written in 1889 and the second, a year 
later. Both were created by the editor of the volumes R R Sharpe and are at the SoG and online on Findypast, The Genealogist 
and British History Online with PDF downloadable from Family Search Library The introductions include a detailed history of 
the court,  with examples of cases, and court procedures. 

• Cited in Boyd’s Inhabitants of London

• Nb copies of London wills may also be enrolled or exhibited in other Civil Courts such as Chancery and Exchequer or even in 
the Corporation of London  Letter Books or the Middlesex Deeds registries

95

Court of Orphans

The Court of orphans supervised the administration and distribution of 
the goods of Freemen of the City of London who died leaving children 
under age. It did not deal with real property, but its records include 
over 2000 inventoriesc1600-1760 of personal estates, including 
household and trade goods grouped by rooms. 
Cited in Boyd’s Inhabitants of London. 
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Bristol Court of Orphans
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Grammar Schools
Endowed grammar schools dating back to the sixteenth century did not provide elementary education but usually 
taught classical subjects such as Greek and Latin in preparation for a University education. These schools were 
funded entirely or partially by a permanent charitable endowment. By 1851, there were 3,125 endowed schools in 
England.

Public Schools
A public, or independent, school is an institution educating secondary-level students for a fee. These schools are 
independent of the state systems in regards to both endowment and administration. These institutions began to be 
called “public” in the 18th century when the reputation of some of the grammar schools spread beyond their 
environs and began taking students whose parents could afford residential fees, becoming public rather than local 
schools.  Public Schools are often defined as those schools whose headmasters were  elected to the Headmasters 
Conference founded in 1869.  The term “independent school” began to be preferred by the institutions themselves 
by the late 20th century. The Society of Genealogists holds published school registers for many public schools.

Public, Grammar & Foundation Schools

Biographical List of Boys Educated at King Edward vi free Grammar School Bury St Edmunds
from 1550-1900
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• Alumni
• University Calendars from c 1800
• University Poll Books. The Convocation of Oxford and the Senate of 

Cambridge had the right to elect their own Member of Parliament 
• (e.g. at SoG - Poll Books Cantab 1784-1831)

• Individual College Registers

Oxbridge

Oxbridge (limited degrees to members of the established church)
Alumni Cantabrigienses – 1261-1900 John & J A Venn (Ancestry)
Alumni Oxonienses 1550-1714, 1715-1886)– Joseph Foster (Ancestry & SoG Data Online)

Later published universities and college registers at SoG including early Scottish and Irish Universities
See also http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_UK_universities_by_date_of_foundation

Universities

Alumni Oxonienses 1500-1714
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Barristers & Inns of Court
see My Ancestor was  a Lawyer by Brian Brooks & Mark Herber

• Lincolns Inn:
Admissions 1420-1895

• Middle Temple
Admissions 1501-1975

• Inner Temple
Admissions 1505-1850  see  Admissions data base 
Calendar of the Inner Temple records vols 1-8 1505-1833 
(1-6 only @SoG)

• Grays Inn
Admissions to 1521-1899 (SoG data online)

Also issued in alphabetical order with fuller entries but 
covering letters A-C only (at SoG)

QUESTIONS?
Schedule a consultation

consultations@americanancestors.org
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AmericanAncestors.org/17th-century-english-research-2025

THANK YOU!
AmericanAncestors.org
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