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Else Churchill, Genealogist, Society of Genealogists, UK 

Class 2: Research Before 1700 – Sources
(The Parish & the Poor, Religion & Tax)

17th-Century English Research

Meet today’s presenter

Else Churchill
Genealogist, Society of Genealogists, UK
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In time of Warre, people made use of whom they could get,
without minister,clark or bell St Mary’s Reading, PRs 1641-2

“Confused times of war occasioned some confusion in the register”
St Giles Reading, PRs 1646

In the time of the Civil Wars he was, by the power of the sword, violently kept out of his 
living from  1646 till Michaelmas 1660, when by Law he was  Restored and in that 
compass of time the register had been kept very imperfectly
Memorandum in PRs  by Mr Antram, Vicar of Helton, Dorset 

“this year was a total neglect  of the registering of this parish” New Shoreham  PRs 1646
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See Chris Durston
“Unhallowed Wedlocks” the 
regulation of marriage during 
the English Revolution in 
The Historical Journal, Vol. 31, 

No. 1 (Mar., 1988), pp. 45-59 
(15 pages)

https://www.jstor.org/stable/2
639236
Contribution from Cambridge 
University Press 
Also The Family in the English 
revolution by Chris Durston
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“Dishonoured my ministry  by a constant & habitual course 
& practice of marrying all sorts of people both of my own 
and other parishes … Without banns or licence” Consistory 
Court of Canterbury
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Rise in number of paupers

Fall in number of entries in registers

Rise in number of peculiars, extra 
parochial or non parochial churches. 
Unbeneficed clergy performing 
marriages
Ministers in debtors’ prisons engaged in 
unlicenced matrimonial business
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see“All embarqued in one bottom”.. vol. An introduction to sources for 
soldiers, administrators, and civilians in civil war Britain and Ireland. 
What’s New?
Interesting developments from the universities, local  historical record 
societies and archive sector that will help 17th century genealogists
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• https://warwick.ac.uk/fac/cross_fac/myparish/about/
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Force to marry

Force child maintenance 

In Hunmanby overseers decide ro apply to a 
magistrate to compel the father of an 
illegitimate child to attend Quarter Sessions 
so that the child could be affiliated on him
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June 27. Spent in 
going to Halifax by 
virtue of a warrant to 
me directed to receive 
orders of the 
Lieutenant Collonell
about Quartering of 
Souldiers 00 00 06

Feb 18. Pd for meat, 
drink, and login Tho. 
North, his wife, and 3 
children, with a pass 
from Hull to Liverpool, 
and for ye caryadge to 
ye next Constable in 
Lanchashire in ye 
storme 00 04 06. He 
that went stayed all 
night.
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1694 

June ye 1st Daniel BRENT for his daughter Susanna

July ye 5th Mary WESTBROOK for her daughter Elizabeth

Eodem John HOWARD for his daughter in law Elizabeth  GODDARD

Ye 11th Joh TILLIER for his daughter Rebecca

1695 

August ye 25th Ann ye daughter of Elizabeth KENT? Widow 

[EK bur 1704]

1696 

August ye 7th Mary BEVIN widow

Ye 11 Magdalen ye wife of James TILLEAR yeoman

September 11h Ann DAY

1697

June 23th John GUYDON and Elizabeth his wife

[JG bur 1709, EG bur 1700]

ye 30th Elizabeth ye daughter of Elizabeth GOSLIN

[EG bur 1704] [EG widow bur 1739]

1699

September ye 6th Hannah wife of Richd BARTLETT

Eodem Richd BARTLETT fr his daughter Hannah

1704

October 9th to John VIAL a carpenter for himself  

[JV bur 1709]

QUESTIONS?
Schedule a consultation

consultations@americanancestors.org
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A History of the English Church During the Civil Wars and 
Under the Commonwealth, 1640-1660 by  William Arthur 
Shaw

Vol 2 includes lists of 
Scandalous or Malignant (Royalist) Clergy
Puritan Lecturers

Sequestered Ministers,  Royalist and their Puritan 
replacements 
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According to the Compton Census The Rector of Frittenden in Kent  anatomised nonconformity in 
his parish  in 1676 as:-

Professed Presbyterians (wholly refusing society with the Church of England)
Obstinate dissenters
Anabaptists
Quakers
Brownists
Newtralists (between Presbyterians and Conformists)
Conformists
Licentious or such as profess no religion
Infrequent resorters to their parish

The Curate of Ash reports
“Sectaries of all sects and particular persons  that do follow them … 
willfully absenting themselves from publike services and communion of the church”
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Those records of dissenting nonconformist 
denominations including the records of 
foreign embassy chapels and  foreign 
protestant churches  that  do survive are 
largely held now at the National Archives in 
the series RG 4-8. They can include:

RG4: Non-parochial Registers 1567-1858
RG6: Quaker Registers 1578-1841,
RG7: Fleet Marriages 1667-1777,
RG8: Non-Parochial & Miscellaneous
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• Thomas Huss who comptemtuously refused it 
himselfe & sayd openly in  the Churchyard …The next 
time he came to church he was forsworne, besydes
his wayling in the church and at service, spoke 
saying it was stinking ? or 
• relique of Popery. This man did openlye in the 
Morning disrupte the whole Congregation  in the 
middle  of Divine Service at the saying of the Lord’s 
Prayer
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92
Walsall Ship Money Papers [1635-37] in Historical Collections for 
Staffordshire Third Series, 1931
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Canterbury 1641 Poll Tax  online through 
Canterbury Christchurch University
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THANK YOU!
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