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Parish Registers and Records

Deficiencies of registers
Finding 17t century marriages in local and civil records
Irregular and clandestine marriages in the 17th centuries
The vestry and parish administration

* Accounts and other documents

The Old Poor Law

Society of Genealogists

www.sog.org.uk
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What to Read?

Ancestral Trails by Mark Herber
Tracing Your Ancestors’ Parish Records by Stuart Raymond,

National Index of Parish registers vol. 1 - Parish Registers,
Ancillary Records etc. by D ) Steel

The Parish registers of England by John Charles Cox

The History of the Parish registers in England by John
Sutherland Burn

Birth, Marriage and Death. Ritual, Religion and the Life
Cycle in Tudor and Stuart England by David Cressy

See FamilySearch Wiki

Society of Genealogists

TRACING YOUR
ANCESTORS'
PARISH RECORDS

* 4

www.s0g.0rg.uk

Parish Registers

Baptisms

Marriages

Burials

From 1538 in England &
Wales

- Note only 800 parishes
with registers that survive
to 1538

. Originals in local county
record offices

Copies & indexes online,
on Family Search & in
library

Society of Genealogists
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Where are the
original records kept?

* Parish registers in Local County Record Offices

* Bishop’s Transcripts in Diocesan Record Offices

Society of Genealogists www.sog.org.uk
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FamilySearch Historical Maps
England 1851 Jurisdictions

All big genealogy websites moving into
indexing registers — some with original
images of records

Online parish clerks
Free Reg

* SoG holds copies, transcripts and finding aids — available in the library

Society of Genealogists www.s0g.0rg.uk
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Archive collections L

Local CROs have websites with
catalogues and guides

External links
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The 141 * Prohibited degrees of marriage embodied in

Canon Law (Cannon 99) along with those

Canons made e
governing licences, age of consent etc
n 1603 * Age of consent
* Girls 12 and boys 14

Society of Genealogists www.s0g.org.uk
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The Poor Often Cohabited?

n Fpmw\ “one Rebecca to whom he says he was married” and their hter were sent back to Oxford from
Salisbury in 159

Inthe same year Thomas W a wandering vagrant was sent back to Romsey, Hampshire from Salisbury with Elizabeth
Carpenter * a lewd woman whom he alleges to be his wife”

Humphrey Pearce and Margaret Hooper “living lewdly together and not married” were sent back to Southampton.

In 1631 James Grace, wandering with Anne Wooddes, affirmed that she was his w\fe (which on examination proved not to
be the case) that they had had one child who had died and that she was pregnant

oan Grobbyn is to be whipped openly since sha was \atelv d St Edmund s parish Salisbury of a third bastard child
, begotten upon he e affirms and conf y one Th as\Ah 3 am to lohn Wucherof:ah,buw

.ay s that one Battyn a joiner, deceased, is the fatheruf the first child, ason yet living but she does not remember the name

fyf ‘the father of the second child, a daughter because he was a stranger to her. Alsa she says she had had no pumshmem for
e same

for wagrants, Iocal pojeetfox the relief of the pear, manthy ot counts snd papers

Society of Genealogists www.s0g.0rg.uk
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The Commonwealth Gap?

In time of Warre, people made use of whom they could get,
without minister,clark or bell St Mary’s Reading, PRs 1641-2

“Confused times of war occasioned some confusion in the register”

St Giles Reading, PRs 1646

“this year was a total neglect of the registering of th horeham PRs 1646

In the time of the Civil Wars he was, by the power of the sword, violently kept out of his
living from 1646 till Michaelmas 1660, when by Law he was Restored and in that
compass of time the register had been kept very imperfectly

Memorandum in PRs by Mr Antram, Vicar of Helton, Dc

Society of Genealogists www.s0g.0rg.uk
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The Commonwealth Gap

Parish registers of Sholden Kent reconstructed

from 1630s

“This book was lost five yeares being carried away
{ut dicit) by Mr Nicols when he was sequestrated

and came nott to our hands till Anno 1662 after my
sequestration and restoration. Witness my hand
Jam?® Buville Vicar ibid. Divers who were baptized at
Sholden about these years were at Northborn in the
register books there as you may see”

Society of Genealogists
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The Commonwealth Gap
Whitchurch, Hampshire 1644

Society of Genealogists www.sog.org.uk
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New Ideas
1645-16607?

* Church Courts in abeyance from 1645
- hence no licences

Directory of Common worship
replaces Book of Common Prayer

Every Parish or Chapelry in the realm
to have a fair register book for the
names of all married and to take a
copy and produce a certificate thereof

Society of Genealogists www.s0g.0rg.uk
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New Ideas — Civil
Marriages?

Farewell, you lusty Batchelors
ent

* 1653 “act touching of the marriage and
registering thereof” appointed a register allelly A R
(registrar) to record marriages by JPs — Civil wherein 1 doe repent

that ever 1 did marry.

Registration of Marriages FINIS.

“The above mentioned Parliament had no
colour of a Parliament, but a Convention by
Oliver Cromwell when General without a
choyce of the people AD 1653; and soe
their act for a Register in every parish was
noe act; and since made voyde by the soe
called Parliament” Cerne Abbas PRs

The second part, To the same tune.

Society of Genealogists www.s0g.0rg.uk
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Society of Genealogists www.sog.org.uk
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See Chris Durston
“Unhallowed Wedlocks” the
regulation of marriage during
the English Revolution in

The Historical Journal, Vol. 31,
No. 1 (Mar., 1988), pp. 45-59
(15 pages)

https://www.jstor.org/stable/2
639236

Contribution from Cambridge
University Press

Also The Family in the English
revolution by Chris Durston

wwwsog.org.uk

Gaps in Parish Registers?

Justices Note book of Captain John Pickering 1656-60 (Thoresby
Society vol 11)

Marriage 15 September 1657

M¢ That Will Barber & Marye Swindell was this day in the
p'sence of Will Swindell of Merefield; Thos Barker of the same;
Edward Barker of the same Cloth™ duly marrid at West Ardsley
before me.

Society of Genealogists www.s0g.0rg.uk
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Civil Entries in Registers?

* “The ffourth day of October 1655 John Greaway of the parish of
Bitton and Mary England of this parish being published in our
church at Marshfield according to the Act were married at
Marshfield before John Goslett Est, JP”

— Marshfield PRs

Society of Genealogists www.sog.org.uk
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1660

On the Restoration of Charles Il pre Civil War legislation was
largely reinstated. Old PRs were brought out of service if they
survived. The entries recorded by registrars are often
retrospectively recorded into the old PRs 1653-60. Church
courts reinstated

Society of Genealogists www.s0g.0rg.uk
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Places Free of the Bishop of London

(irregular or clandestine marriages)

St James Dukes Place (1664 -1691 = 40,000 marriages). In 1686 the rector of St James Dukes Place was
suspended for three years for marriages without banns or licence

Holy Trinity Minories
St Botolph Aldgate

& {After dissolution of the Priory of Holy Trinity land owned by the Priory formerly within the
parish of St Botolph became a precinct and parish of HTM with the Priory chapel forming the
new parish church. St Jas DP claimed it was a liberty because the Lord Mayor and Citizens of

London were the Lords of the Manor) HTM and 5JsDP accounted for half the wedding taking
place in London before 1696.

Tower of London
The Mint
Liberties of the Fleet Prison

— Taverns, alehouses and brandy shops within the precincts

- See also list of chapels in J S Burn Registrum Ecclesioe Parochialis The History of the Parish
Registers of England 1842 and History of the Fleet Marriages

Society of Genealogists www.s0g.0rg.uk
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England Jurisdictions 1851

Town All Saints e

Whitachagel

\

4 Bishops jatt

st i doh winous AcSate

2

kB8 Piace

‘ Stwpney 51 Thomas.
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G

St Godrge in the East SMary

X
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HOLY TRINITY, UINORIES - M 167683 [Microfiche]
Pubdshed - Eastof London £, 1991

Author  Beston, Temyfrans.

Ace.mo. $9256. 69308 Source O Fastof Lowdon S

Location Agaly 15 1brary st ‘She mak MK/ REGS9256/1-2  MXRLG /6930811 2

HOLY TRIITY, UINORIES -1 1687.92 [Typescript
Pusishad 1995

suhor e € s}

Pe—

Location Lendan Micdieses sheves

HOLY THINITY MINGRIES - W 1575-1663. Bop's marisge indes Mypescriot]

source 0 Phoys
Location Mariage index shebves Shlf sk Boers marrage index shebes

London (Holy Trinity Minories) M at SoG

Society of Genealogists www.s0g.0rg.uk
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Vicar of Tong (Kent) Penance
for Clandestine Marriage

“Dishonoured my ministry by a constant & habitual course
& practice of marrying all sorts of people both of my own
and other parishes ... Without banns or licence” Consistory

Court of Canterbury

Society of Genealogists
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Registration Acts of William 11l for carrying on the War against France with
vigour - “designed to help the exchequer”

1694-1706

graduated scale of duties on marriages, births, and burials (and a tax on bachelors &

widowers for 5 years)

tax collectors allowed full access to registers and £100 penalty on ministers who neglected
to register; assessors presented lists of all persons with the sums they would be liable to pay
in the event of birth, burial or marriage.

Society of Genealogists

www.s0g.0rg.uk
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1696 Inhabitants
of Bristol

Bristol RS 25
based on Marriage
Duty assessments

1695-1706

Society of Genealogists

Taxed burlals, births, marri
aged 25 and over and chil
Impo: liding scale of chary

Bur 4sh

Mar 2sh

Births 2:

Bachelors and widowers paid a
year

Enforced 1695 for 5 years and extended to
= August 1706

iving assessments for its
eriod with a complete

London h:
London Re
London 1695 (within the

wunbrit ry.ac.uk

ST. PETER

www.s0g.org.uk
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BIDDLE :-

Elizabeth a servant in St Giles Cripplegate
London James, his wife Mary, his son Isaac and daughter Mary in St Bride

f\'” 'tants Jc_seph,ms wife Anne and his niece Sara Briteridge in St Giles
Cripplegate

Outside t Robert and his wife Elizabeth in St Giles Cripplegate
lfv’_fﬁ‘— l g 5 Thomas, his wife Mary, his son John and his daughter Elizabeth
ails 103.

in St Giles Cripplegate

London Record
Society (vol. 45,
edited by

K

WWEITS

Society of Genealogists. www.s0g org.uk
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Rise in number of paupers

Fall in number of entries in registers

ults of Rise in number of peculiars, extra
DUt parochial or non parochial churches.

Unbeneficed clergy performing
marriages

Ministers in debtors’ prisons engaged in
unlicenced matrimonial business

Society of Genealogists wevevisog orguk

32

O Lt o 10710 TR

PR bu{.tj s:r)--lh‘wl ft 'xzt}-fz»nn\_ e
g b fio iy
Bag.ack ‘“:H'“ J?l&?bﬁyﬁ!—n?

odie el

‘e
‘ﬁ. () of- Somss monalk
cfotRe s s anett

, d of Wm. & Martha Gwatki
bap. Jan 9, bur. [afl Eliza
Philpott] ... : 25 July  1zm
[Wine. Tomey, Wi Comwles, gardians, 1711.]
Esther, d.of Thos. & Eleanor Cooke, bap. 15 Apr.
Jobn Smith, bur, [aff. Margt Churchyard] 7 Oct
za Walker]  § Nov.
Cobbin, bap. 23 Dec
ridians, 1712.)
y [ 29 Mar.
Anne, d. of T Anne Hopkins, bur. 21 May
Edmund, s. of W & Martha Gwatkin,

bap. B w37 July

i i
Bt Sk

Burial in Woolen affidavits
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BIRTH. MARRIAG
H

& DE

17th Century Family

Society of Genealogists. www.s0g org.uk
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What else? The Parish

Society of Genealogists wwws0g.org.uk
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Ay THE
What else? The 3}3\111\'}{
Parish Chest @i

W.E. TATE

+ See FamilySearch Wiki
for guidance on finding
these records through
FamilySearch Catalogue
https://www.familysearch
.org/wiki/en/Parish_Chest
_Records

Society of Genealogists wwws0g.0rg.uk
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. Parish G in a
Parish Government s M

o L e The Buckminster Town Book 1665-1767
Vestry minutes '%K INGD O/M ES and it :

weckdy ol oven bispacket of L uster,

nd ok 1755-1813
Constables accounts

Overseers accounts

Rate books

Church Repairs
Highways

Parish apprenticeships
Administer the poor laws
Dispersals and relief

see“All embarqued in one bottom’”.. vol. An introduction to sources for
soldiers, administrators, and civilians in civil war Britain and Ireland.
What's New?

Interesting developments from the universities, local historical record
societies and archive sector that will help 17th century genealogists

Society of Genealogists Edited by Alan Fox

6/6/2025

Section

Found in local =
. Wigston Magna Parish Records
record offices.

Church papers, -1822-1911, nd.
Churchwardens Accounts, 1615-1863
Constables Account Book, 1654-1713
Overseers of the Poor Account Book, 1728-1756
Field Reeves 1752-1764 & Eveners 1748-1764 Account
Book
Memoranda Book, 1805-1810
Church Rate Books, 1855-1867
Valuation Book, 1838
8 . St. Wolstan's Accounts, 1873-1888
* Not all parishes will have all Al Saints Accounts, 1883-1884
types of documents Other accounts, 1863-1924
Charity, 1839-1909
Wigston Graveyards, 1676-1863
Schools, 1883-1884
Removal and Settlement etc., 1691-1932
Copy return re population enquiry for Wigston Magna, 1831
Pamphlet re repair of highways in Great Wigston, c1874

* Rarely online

Society of Genealogists www.s0g.0rg.uk
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The Vestry governed the parish taking both a
clerical and secular role. From the 16th Century the
vestry took on many of the administrative
functions of the medieval manorial court.

It nominated the officers of the parish — church
wardens, constables, surveyors of highways,

Vestry overseers etc.

0 It set the various parish rates or assessments to pay
Min utes for the running of the parish and oversaw the
accounts presented by the officers

It decided how parish money should be dispersed
for the upkeep of the church, the parish and
highways and to provide for its poor and infirm
under the poor laws.

Society of Genealogists www.s0g.0rg.uk
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Isleworth Vestry Minutes 1655-1713

A rate made April 1657 for “repaireing the High
Wayes belonging to the parish of Isleworth by virtue
of an ordnance or declaration from his Highness the
Lord Protector and his councell”

6/6/2025

Churchwardens Accounts

Pew-rents
Church rates
Maintain fabric of the church

Provide bread & wine for
communion

Later included civil duties such
as payment for killing vermin

Supporting the poor

Society of Genealogists

Warwick University - Network for Parish Research

 https://warwick.ac.uk/fac/cross_fac/myparish/about/

B My-Parish

The Churchwardens' Accounts of England and Wales

Society of Genealogists

www.s0g.0rg.uk
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Parish Overseers responsible for
Relief of Poor Impotent Persons

Register Books of the Poor and the reasons of their taking relief

Persons receiving relief to wear badges

Build Cottages for the Poor (with the leave of the Lord of the Manor) on
the waste for habitation of poor impotent persons and place inmates or
more families than one in a cottage

Place poor apprentices

Raise poor rates

Society of Genealogists www.s0g.0rg.uk
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: i e
Parish s gy oo
e s e i

Overseers of the Poor msclJAl-er-gm i

making of the Wit Trble a
it

INS—— i *“ I

e e  Jobn Arvood, e comaic, ¢ ouc
P‘ " for the Lnalc and Marshalsey

e have put forth no apprentice this yeare.

ave ot any new dweling place crectd fo the poor b every
o s wal placed anprovided

not any allowed in our parishe to begg.

any one have defuulted in the monethly meeting

thable poore in our parihe have lacked pust,
e

oloms an ety datd nd Apil 1605 conerming the chice of o
o o st for e st )

booke of accompt for the parish of Allhlles sene and allowed by

Williaam Page.

Society of Genealogists o 5. . b b raied by e e
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Overseers accounts

of poor children blic authorities and if
Bk i Sotoa o Hepty VIILS g
of Edward

the parishes soon came
soon
inwanted children off

Society of Genealogists. www.s0g org.uk

6/6/2025

46

Force to marry

Force child maintenance

lllegitimacy —

child support
In Hunmanby overseers decide ro apply to a
magistrate to compel the father of an

illegitimate child to attend Quarter Sessions
so that the child could be affiliated on him

Society of Genealogists wevevisog orguk
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e
e of e ad o g of

“for the keeping of Margarett
Wickenden and her bastard child”
Cowden Overseers Accounts 1651

16
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1662 the Act of Settlement sought to remedy the previous unsuccessful attempts to define where
responsibility lay for the poor based upon the Parish in which they were resident.

The definition required that the parish be responsible for the poor if they had lived in the parish for 40 days or
more. However it also required certain status to be actually eligible for payment of relief;

= Proven paternal descent in the parish
a £10 holding
completed apprenticeship
or prior working/ hire for a year

If you didn't qualify within these characteristics, then the responsibility was for nothing more than
removing the poor person from the parish back to the parish that was responsible for them.

1696/97 Bristol obtained an Act of Parliament: to sanction the establishment of a large Workhouse. Its
example was followed by numerous other cities. Overseers were given power to allocate tickets to the poor so
they could rightfully seek work outside the parish but as registered paupers they had to wear distinctive clear
badges, this stigma was of course socially humiliating, if partly well intentioned.

Society of Genealogists www.s0g.0rg.uk
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The Settlement Act of 1662 (paper work!!)

* Settlement Examinations
* Settlement Certificates
* Removal Orders

* Bastardy Bonds

Society of Genealogists www.s0g.0rg.uk
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A Warning Letter from Headcorn Parish to a
Prospective Resident, 1679

Goodman Goomery

Whereas the parishioners of Hedcorne have had intelligence that
you intend to make your habitation there, they therefore thought good
to declare to you that they utterly and altogether dislike thereof and
therefore desire you not to put your selfe to that trouble and charge to
remoove thither, for that they apprehend the lawe will not permitt you
to continue there without their consent, therefore would have you to
prevent that trouble that will certainely ensue if you come thither.
This is all from them who shall continue your freinds (while you
remaine where you are).
Hedcorne the John Woollett } Churchwardens
3oth of May Avery Ramsden
1679 Mathew Porter | Overseers

James Backhurst | of the poore

Préift6l2 [Nine other signatures]

Society of Genealogists www.s0g.org.uk
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Pt 10
oty o Settlement certificate

Exhall, Coventry 1689

ﬁ-/””’“vv it iste outifo wl:;‘; iy st

P G

ohn, Smith, late of of Foleshill, in the county and

city of Coventry, being a long inhabitant of our

parish Foleshill, and having not a convenient place

for his calling in our said parish, and having a taken

better place for his calling in your said parish parish

for the better maintenance of his wife and children
&  Gin wee the the ministers and churchwardens with the
EsSmBes itk Rroe 5 s names of the rest of inhabitants in our said parish
s of iy iy AT do hereby faithfully promise to receive said John
Lt L L " Smith and his family as members of our said, parish
3 of Foleshill at what time they shall become
chargeable ... 1689

' Richis Soilfow) o o,

=tk
T i

Hepid s g s wwws0g org.uk

Removal order authorized by two JPs to the
churchwardens of Beaminster that Hannah
Chaker of Lower Kingcombe in the Parish of
Toller Porcorum is falsely come into their said
said parish and doth not rent the value of £10
nor hath served an apprenticeship or been a
covenant servant or hath in any other life
obtained a legal settlement .. But is likely in case
of settlement to become chargeable to this
parish ...

Remove and convey her out of Beaminster to
Toller Porcoram 1699

o SR> www.s0g.0rg.uk

Bastardy order

John Weaker, yeoman of Worth the reputed
father of the said bastard child of Jone Elis
(sic)widow of Worth shall weekly paie unto the
churchwardens and or the overseers for the
poor of the parish of Worth ...

www.s0g.org.uk

6/6/2025
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Sep 20. Gave for ane pole ta be a couking (ducking)
stoole 00 01 06

It. For leading itt from Bank Top Weod 00 01 06

THE SOWERBY e e
CONSTABLES e et
Extracts from the

accounts 1675-

1708

“Certificates for
the Evil”
Harmondsworth

wevevisog orguk

QUESTIONS?

Schedule a consultation
consultations@americanancestors.org
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Session 2 — Religion & Tax

Religious Upheavals, Nonconformity, Quakers, Protestant Dissenters and Recusants)

Tax Pay:

Society of Genealogists. www.s0gorg.uk
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ROMAN PROTESTANTS
CATHOLICS

Brief overview of the religious ‘The Pope in Rome The king or queen ‘The king or queen

atio arly 17 Cardinals, archbishops is priests, o
situation in the early 17th pn ;
il Unmarried priests Married or single clergy Miaried or singe dergy anday preachers

- i Phi brown dlthes
Barry Coward and Chris. Vestments — highly rown cl
B decorative robes.
Durston in The English = - 5 =
c in Mass i
evolution, Advanced History bt

Source B body and blood of Christ. simple service: sermons

e

Bible in English for all ©o

il Very
Decorated ch s ol e
:hur(yhzx — wall ‘windows, statues, altar cloths, royal coat ::"' e L

d benches.

Jagueline Eales intings, sained glass,  of arms
.  sates, rich lar cloths - Sraning sl o Londonand e
POrtin England  Very small minoriy, south-east of England

‘mainly in the north in the majority by 1640

and west

59

ADVICE
ASS EOI'\/IBLY

Comeming
o G o Fiih:

Wi Qoo sy T s of

Minutes of the sessions of the Westminster Assembly of Divines while
engaged in preparing their directory for church government, confession of
faith, and catechisms

Society of Genealogists www.s0g.org.uk
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»f /9[‘

,,‘,%,f, ‘
o Plundered Ministers TNA SP/22
Jid
=
;»M 7 \'{{""’l{ Document showing the annual redistribution in 1647/8 of £50

,‘Ex.a

from the impropriate rectory of Comspton [? Compton
Chamberlain] Wilts, sequestered from the estate of John
Penruddocke for the maintenance of the minister of Maydon
Bradely [Maiden Bradley] as noted by the Committee of
Plundered Ministers (PRO, SP 22/2A). [It is not clear whether this
is Sir John Penruddock senior of Compton Wiltshire whose will
was dated 1647/8 and which was proved June 1648 or his
youngest son lohn Penruddocke , brother of Thomas and
George, who matriculated aged 16 at Queens College Oxford on
20 Jan 1636/7 and was executed as a royalist colonel at Exeter
Castle 16 May 1655, probably the latter]

wwwsog.org.uk
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Gorten. ALSO wee qunt that the Chappell of Gorton is distant
from the p]ah Church of Manchester three myles and a halffe
and fiyfty poles, and is nearer to Birch Chappell then to any
other Church or Chappell, and that M". David Dury! a
painfull and godly minister, is teacher att Gorton Chappell,
and hath his sallery and wages payed vnto him by the
voluntary contribudon uf the Inhabitants of (1(\11011 saveinge
twenty six shillingg g

close of Land lyir
the said Chappell JEEROUIVE ISRV

tyths win the san TNA C/97 & Lambeth Palace
shillings f-nm. ;m\
;‘hmdgd win the s

Openshaw. ALSOE wee psent that there is not any Chappell wiin
Openshawe in the pishe of Manchester, and that the Inhabi-

62

Pr. o Livcouxe. Dy Browsss
Da. P
Dr. Wi

Dr. Hacker. e

yperstitions,
et it by the Low

A History of the English Church During the Civil Wars and
Under the Commonwealth, 1640-1660 by William Arthur
Shaw

Vol 2 includes lists of

Scandalous or Malignant (Royalist) Clergy

Puritan Lecturers

Sequestered Ministers, Royalist and their Puritan
replacements

63
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Puritan lecturers
nominated or
sanctioned by the
Long Parliament up to

the outbreak of the
war, so far as they
appear in the
Journals of
Parliament.

6/6/2025

\ TOWARDS
Recovring n ACCOUNT of the

NUMBERS and SUFFERINGS

T A e e A
CALAMY REVISED had. ¥
BEING A REVISION OF is anoshe of che Scandalous and. Mali-
L A e e nane Priefls of the Century 5 an

» MINISTERS AND OTHERS EJECTED bave been Hanged than Sequefire / if the C vge
oF THE AND SILENCED, s upon him was fufficiently proved = For it is there
C L E fatd, that he had been Pex'd 3_and thax quarrel-
[ Y w h bis Wike abour 2 Whore, he Kickd
Sifui A. G. MATTHEWS, MA. o £y, which occafioned her being De-
livred of 3 Deed Chld foon affer. . But then Ur-
CHURCH of ENGLAND,
u
Feads of Collzges, Tellows, Scholars, &, who| running abroad to orher Chur
¥ere Sequefter'd, Harrafs'd, €. inthe late Times Ordersof the Church 3 Rudmg th
or THE and going ino his Majefty’s Service, complear

: his Accufarions. 1 am informed from his Suc
@}ﬂl‘b Rebellion: 3 for in this Living, shas be cannot find. that b
| guilty of thofe C, ¢ are there * laid to bis
{4 by the Nisch Chapeer (now the Scxond Volume) of| Charge : Befides, thofe i ofons (e, or L
lony's dbidgment o the LHEnFM{Bma Together # living) who knew bim, never beard of any fuch th
Eriinanaf T e chnged wpon ridg v e
. nd indeed ke fam
ienly.

.‘\LC\H:HOH H
the feore of b
Jhical Court, and v
up tbe Difcipln e o b C
o and panifhing all_ Perfons har we
Religious Upheavals iy b lergalariis which ave Cogni-
bleond Corgiblc b e Cntns nd. Cont-
el L wihaiy
Delievel. and<PiLiRed mish the: urmef Eriand
Rage, and very narramly of ;
j& © For bis_Enemies bunt wiliod him o
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PRISONERS 1N 163 COLLECGTTUN
e, ey SUFFERINGS

for tythes nev

EXTRACTS FROM STATE PAPERS

the Excheq Of e PEOPLE alll
Ui o Tower [James Whit

i
A“ e s {durham pris.
“ i,. Tn QUAKERS
1,’—/—‘»1,_».,,;.“,@......M.Y..,,.am.“
Trnans

RAC b LONDON

Gyt
FONTERRA “ [Pt od 5l by Lok Hixoe, s e B n Goge Tk

TAUNTON GOALE
on y* Lords day jlliam Wokey for speake
oae By | v  fo o2

ety i, ollaer, Quakers

m grocess out {Wiliam pessly

h an action of s peneel W] : * Quaker registers at TNA in RG6 —

PR P * ONLINE on BMD Registers 1578-1841
s {‘““ by i mends * Digests at Friends House and on film at SoG
Bt e :

(. W ot el )

www.s0g.0rg.uk
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The BOOK of

Common Prayer,
Acd Adsiniftracion of the

SACRAMENTS,

AND atmEm

RITES and CEREMOKIES

Act of Uniformity 1662

T * An Act for the Uniformity of Publique Prayers
C . H U R € H. and Administracion of Sacramentes & other Rites &
Arrarlind b B Ceremonies and for establishing the Form of

The CHURCH of ENGLAN

PSS ALT

making ordaining and consecrating Bishops Preists
and Deacons in the Church of England.

PESALMS of DAVID,
ird i ehey are ie be fag or fad i Chirobes.

wwwsog.org.uk
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arles 11)

Li

* From 1672, nanconformist ministers could apply for licences to teach
their congregations, and buildings could be licenced for nonconformist
worship.
These licences can be found in TNA, classes SP29/320-1, 5P44/27, and
SP44/33A-B. They are printed in Original records of early nonconformity
under persecution and indulgence, 3 vols ed. G L Turner, 1911. Some are
also at Lambeth Palace

Under the Toleration Act of 1689 mi| s

permitted to apply for a licence to legitimise their
Licences for meeting houses could be granted by bath the
Quarter Sessions and the Bishop or Archdeacon.

For example records of meeting houses licensed by the City of London
and Middlesex LA/047/LRf02/04/001, MR/R/H, MI/S/B/B,

www.s0.0rg.uk
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Compton Census 1676

* Ecclesiastical survey of 1676 = “ a telling of nos:
counting conformists [inhabitants], nonconformists and
papists held in the William Salt and Bodlian Libraries
undertaken by Henry Compton Bishop of London for
archbishop Gilbert Sheldon. Occasionally includes names.

www.sog.org.uk

Nonconformity?

cording to the Compton Census The Rector of Frittenden in Kent anatomised nonconformity in

ing society with the Church of England)

nformists)

Licentious or such as pro
Infrequent r

es of all sects and particular persons that do follow them ...
willfully absenting themselves from publi rvices and communion  of the church”

Society of Genealogists www.s0g.0rg.uk
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Those records of dissenting nonconformist
denominations including the records of
foreign embassy chapels and foreign
protestant churches that do survive are
largely held now at the National Archives in
the series RG 4-8. They can include:

RG4: Non-parochial Registers 1567-1858
RG6: Quaker Registers 1578-1841,
RG7: Fleet Marriages 1667-1777,

RG8: Non-Parochial & Miscellaneous

Society of Genealogists Www.50g,0rg.uk
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e S
From Strangers
to Citizens

The Integration of Immigrant.
‘Communities in Britain, Ireland and
Colonial America, 15501750

Edited by

Randolph Vigne and
Charles Littleton

Immig

Dutch & Swiss Protestants
Flemish Weavers

Craftsmen and Artisans
Huguenot Refugees
Partuguese Jewish Community
Ashkenazy Jews

Africans Slaves and free men
Turks and Moors

Merchants and Traders

www.s0g.0rg.uk
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| HUGUENOT
HERITAGE

Foreign Protestants

TRACING YOUR - Huguenots

o=l HUGUENOT [ e—e
WY B! L

I ANCESTORS

Society of Genealogists

../ /A GUIDE FOR FAMILY HISTORIANS

Huguenot
Huguenat f Great Britain v
wer library

74 wwws0g,org.uk

B. The Exciseman,

75

from a broadsheet entitled A Dialogue betwixt an EXCISE-MAN and DEATH.
BL, TT669f 21 (58)
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Recusant Rolls

= At TNA (E376 -379).
Fines imposed for non
attendance at church.
Recorded names, rents,
descriptions, date of
seizure and payments or
arrears.

Society of Genealogists www.s0g.0rg.uk
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Protestation Returns 1641/2
Parliamentary Archives
Census of Adult Males

* Thomas Huss who comptemtuously refused it
himselfe & sayd openly in the Churchyard ...The next
time he came to church he was forsworne, besydes
his wayling in the church and at service, spoke
saying it was stinking ? or

* relique of Popery. This man did openlye in the
Morning disrupte the whole Congregation in the
middle of Divine Service at the saying of the Lord’s
Prayer

Society of Genealogists www.s0g.0rg.uk

77

POPLAR & BLACKWALL
o I

unt
taken the pe
Mercurii 5 1

Mr William Commines
AT

George Riggs
Mathew Merrett
Joh

Thomas Heath
John Dy

Oliver

C
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s wenins (80

I protestatien Retur: Suasex: Chicheatar Rope: Ensebiam
: bt wanint (8]
—

onpemse. Q1o W remany

Parliamentary Archives digitising
Protestation Returns

6/6/2025
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Protestation " THE PROTESTATION

Ret urns an?E:elr’gr':e?n};IO?:;lffgs
& i |
Aid for Distressed Protestants in

Ireland

Subsidies

Poll Tax

Solemn League and Coven

/1

i 3 p ¢
(| Federation o F ory Sociel
i 1= %/ ik
Society of Genealogists www s0g org.uk
i g - "
o U £ e (e eegs

[T —
mecerd ot seoven mesums. CESTEED 2
et i =

Shropahive

Stah

81
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Oath of Protestation 1641/2 How %0 look for records of

Oaths of loyalty to the Crown and Church of
Vow and Covenant 1643 England

Solemn League and Covenant 1643

Test Act 1672 Sacrament
Certificates

Association Oath 1696

2. Essential nformation

Society of Genealogists www.s0g.0rg.uk
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Free and Cheerful Gift 1625*

Ship Money 1630-40*

Inhabitants of London 1638 (Lambeth Palace)
Forced Loans 1626 & 1639

Taxing Times Aid for Distressed Protestants 1641*
Poll Tz 1641-1697*
17t Century e e

Free and Voluntary Present to Chas Il 1661*
St Paul’s Cathedral Fund 1677/8 (The London Archives)
Hearth Tax 1662-1689*

* = at The National Archives

Society of Genealogists www.s0g.0rg.uk

83

LAY TAXES N
ENGLAND ano WALES

1188-1688 - .
M Jurkowski, C L Smith and D Crook Essential Reading

¢ Tax records at The National Archives, Kew in E179

* Catalogue of taxes by place online on E179 database on

TNA website

www.s0g.org.uk
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Editing rights on the English Wik are changing July 1, 2024,
More nfarmation.

England Taxation

ond + Taxation

Contents [r+,)
1 Orkow tasaurces
2 ttroduction
Tavation records of greseet pencologialvalue
2.2 Taxaion Records Tenesee
23 Racords ot the FamilySeerch Ubeary
o

Online RESOUICES (v ss sourcs |

= 1662-1674 England and Wales, Hearth Tax, 1662- 167417 at MyMeritage — index (]

1 Duties paud for Appre

Seattam B
- fndkmyp

£ (), insex

+ Maieval taxaton and

INtroduction |ss e sese

Tax records ave-often GANcult o find, are nat usually idexed, and give Med Information, Because of Uns, they are normally searched only aer exhausting cther sources, Certain
‘areumStances may suggest cansulting Lax records earir, For example, pDIENTICe LAX fecerds should be CoNSuted if the persan seught was empiayed in 3 irade which had a guie
uring the 18th e arty 19 centuries. They serve as INNaBIants sts I periods pre-daung Hars? fegistration of bAgiisMs, Marmages, and bural. Aso, Land Tax Assessments may
ey rack famiy the 1780 Records exist for o Engisn nistory. "

assessment and coliecton of he taxes.

firancial need, National taxes were

3 naticn tases d

g times of spect

separate from the lozal axes, or ‘rates; for local relef (see England

6/6/2025

1601-1865 Poor Rates (replaced by Union rate in 1868) 1672-1828 [Test Act-for Catholics, and 1850 (Jews)
1604-1671 Stuart Lay Subsidies 1672 Ucences for Iying-In Hosokals
1618-1688 [Foreign Protestants and aliens registration 16731628 [Sacrament Certiicates
671641 [Ship Money 1676 Compton Census
1641 Poll Tax e77 Poll Tox:
YTy Srotestation Returms 1677-1678 [Contributions to rebulding St. Paul's Cathedral
1641-1642 Collection in Ald of Distressed Irish e Fist i insurance company
ez 1680 onthiy snd weekty et 1661-1940 City of London Freedom Records
1643 [Vow and Covenant . [Dissenters Mecting House licences and Nonconformist
[Chapel Trustees lists
16451644 Solemn League and Covenant (657 1563 Cand Tax (mast compiete for 1760-1837)
1647-1868 [Church Rates a compulsory part of Poor Rates e Lot State Tontine
1654 1841 [Highway and Surveyors Rates ate 17th ¢ Start of e Assurance companies
[Mid-17th ¢ Freemasons started 1604 ol Tax
=3 [Cecimation Tax 1654 [Bank of England establisted
16561799 Port Basks (customs) 1695-1696 [Rssociation Ooth
1660 poll Tax 1605-1706 Tax inhabitants Lists
1660-1650 at dury 169051993 Uoya's insurance company and names
1660-1689 Oaths of Supremacy and Alleglance to the Crown 1696 Freeholgers Lists Qury Usts)
1661-1662 Free and Voluntary Present to King Charles 11 1696-1634 House Tax
1661-1834 Royal Alds 16961651 Window Tax
16621736 |Constables Rates 1696-1868. Poll Books
1662-1688 Hearth Tax 1698 Poll Tax
1663-1858 Tumpike Trustee lists 165 1738 G20l Rates
eee 1667 ol Tox 1702 0ath of Abjuration
= T ———— 1710-1863 Sun Fire and Royal Exchange Fire insurance Lists
1672 1828 [Test Act-for Cathalics, and 1860 (Jews) 17101611 Apprenticeship Indenture Duty
- 1710 [Records of bankrupts began

86

fwww.nationalarchives.gov.uk/e179/

7\ The National Archives

e | b | e | St et | fotim e

. |E179 Database
] pe
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TNA E 179 database
www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/e179 e e

(Faversham)

Society of Genealogists

You e har: s > st

€19/ o

SE——T—
" E 179 Database

Dwccme abow

[t p— Queon 2

120

1657 P 160 Ay 1
1654 e o)
1659 i 25 1 165 o o bt

1853 it 251 1654 s ]
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1640 Dsc 10-25 o sbedon
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1652 Moy 19 bt

wwwsog.org.uk
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Foriy e Sewn

Records of the Exchequer ai
Office of Fi
[hearth taxes and other sub:
particulars of account and
taxation, 1272-1678

Society of Genealogists

www.s0g.0rg.uk
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g A o

Ko™ Wt waee w Bov,
e i
R ot o

d on rents, annuiti
offices but limited scope. Few extant
list:

Domestic (TNA SP16). Writs & ord
directed to sheriffs in Privy Council
Register (TNA PC2). Occasional papers
found locally. Often published

ollections for

Society of Genealogists www.s0g.0rg.uk
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Aloman mangled info Jorred a yaiier thatit
war 1ot pefible bee honld by Fuonne &
apter 14 Villarne wified bis hander i her:
Foodr, wiar 1aken by the Trooprrs ading
1o be harsgod leapred of the lader % higed
Hinfilfe ke @ Blooder Tiger.

Aid for Distressed Protestants in Ireland

&% - - 1641 Irish Rebellion

g P il T e e e T
. ,b’ . encourage payment of taxes
oy o e Relolh 2 5P 28
T e A TNAE 179 & 5P 28
et CATEA A & e s ot Listed by Cliff Webb in Genealogists
2 Mag vol 18 p140 & Vol 19 pp 84-5, 152

Gibson & Dell

www.s0g.org.uk
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=
LpRET,

s

1641 Depositions [witness statements] online

Society of Genealogists www.s0g.org.uk
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Records Commissioners Reports (frish Manuscript
Commission)

State Papers Ireland (TNA)

Cromwellian Settlement of Ireland — John Prendergast
(S0G IR/G 46)

17t Century N ' .
Civil Survey of Ireland 1654 vols1-10 (irish Manuscript
Ireland — Land  Commission $o0G IR/G15-25)

Grants? * Census of Ireland 1659 — John Pender (SoG IR/C3)

Ormond Papers (see HMC Calendars and Bodlean
Library’s Carte MS 1660-87 website)

Hearth Tax Monies (NAI)

Down Survey

Society of Genealogists www.s0g.0rg.uk
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wwworiish history.ac uk

T'he Inhabitants of London in 1638

Society of Genealogists www.s0g.org.uk
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Inhabitants of London in 1638: St. Alban’s, Wood
Street

s

ST. ALBAN'S, WOOD STREET.

Graduated poll tax for disbanding the

armies granted by Parliament,

1641-1660 (TNA E179) described in Lists & Index Society
Vols. 44, 54, 63, 75, 87. Laid down prescribed sums from
every one over the age of sixteen and not in receipt of
alms according to status in life. Lowest contribution six
pence, the est £100. Catholics paid double, widows a
third. For ed returns see Texts & Calendars | & If
(Mullins). Listed in Gibson & Dell.

This shows the assessment for Waddesdon “The Ladye
Dormer being rated £20 being a recusant paid £40”. (TNA,
E 179/244/4)

www.s0g.0rg.uk
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Atham, Lancasive Roll Tax 162D € 179/250/4

$(0S2/6L1 3

Society of Genealogists www.s0g.0rg.uk
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Canterbury 1641 Poll Tax online through
Canterbury Christchurch University

Society of Genealogists www.s0g.0rg.uk
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THE HEARTH TAX

other later Stuart Tax Lists
and the

ASSOCIATION OATH ROLLS

Second Edition

LEELUREN

Subsidies
Poll Tax 1660, 1667, 1678, 1689, 1691, 194, 1697

Compiled by Jeremy Gibson L5 Sy s
Land Tax from 1692/3

Window Tax from 1696

Other Taxes

www.s0g.org.uk
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Hearth Tax TNA. E 179 & CROs

jearly at Michelmas§23,5eft8nber) and Lady Day (25 March)

eturns of payments were sent ta t equer (and are lodged at The National A in E179) and to local quarter sessions {which can
\mlcmmu Record Offices.)

houses above 20 shillings rent and whos poor and church rates.

or peaple In alms and those who inhabited ho than twenty shillings a year, pt as were, at the beginning, hospitals, al
nd industrial hearths.

jable on each he;

id by the accupier of the ho and was on the o s ability to pay, but landlords

very unpopular. It was thaught 1o be Intr spactors came into your property which from our modern perspective miu

The Hearth Tax was ineffclent. I never rajsed as much revenue as had been expected. Collection unhe ax was eventually farmed out to private individuals which
might an early form of privati and as these “tax farmers” took their cut, t rown diminished,

eful and th

Society of Genealogists www.s0g.0rg.uk
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Search Browse catalogue ‘Subject guides Using B

rowse collection: London Hearth Tax London Hearth
e e T e Tax on British
History Online

desex (1666

o have sarched for (ETEETEISTINET) A
Oispiaing 1.3 of resus

London Hear

Dislligr b St i = City 1662 & 1666

* Westminster 1664

London Hearth Tax: West

London Hearth Tax: City of London and Middiesex, 1666
e of e £ an Loncor

rom SAS-Space (vp/sas-space.sas. on Hearth Tax

Dispaying 13013

Society of Genealogists www.sog org.uk

Hearth Tax Digital

Beta version

Mome | About Records  AdvancedSeach  Datsbasket@  Map

P
S

Further informations

Society of Genealogists www.s0g.0rg.uk
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England and Wales, Hearth Tax, 1662-
1674

s s
Hearh Tax. 0420074

108
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©MyHeritage
Mary Tritton
[ et }
A
e
Society of Genealogists www.sog org.uk
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Surveying
! Documenting a growing 17t
century population

* Hearth Tax
* Poll Taxes
* Marriage Duty Act

* Compton Census

110
www.s0g.0rg.uk

QUESTIONS?

Schedule a consultation
consultations@americanancestors.org
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7 American Ancestors.

Search  Events Join/Renew Give

AmericanAncestors.org/17th-century-english-research-2025
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THANK YOU!
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