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German Ancestors
Class 1: Getting Started

Rhonda R. McClure, Senior Genealogist

THE BRUE FAMILY LEARNING CENTER
EA American Ancestors.

A NATIONAL CENTER FOR FAMILY HISTORY, HERITAGE & CULTURE

Meet today’s presenter
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Rhonda R. McClure

Senior Genealogist

* Presentation (60 mins.)
» Waves of immigration
+ Identifying the immigrant
+ Finding Origins
*+ Unification

Q&A (30 mins.)
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Voice of
Rhonda R. McClure,
Senior Genealogist

.

Waves of

T

Waves of Immigration

¢ 1683-1820 e 1871-1914

¢ 1820-1871 e 1914-1945

Engraving from Harper's
Weekly, titled "From the
Old World to the New:
German Emigrants for New
York Embarking on a
Hamburg Steamer,” 1874.
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* Due to economic e Primarily from
hardships — Rheinland
— Westfalen

* Due to religious

* Many were Protestants

1683-1820 — Emigration

A — Hessen
persecutlons
— Baden
* Due to the Thirty — Wiirttemberg
Years’ War — ElsaR Lothringen

6/30/2025
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Travel along the Rhein
could be very
expensive. Each duchy,
kingdom, or principality
would require a toll

Map of the Rhine River

Parisrunes

rhei

,,,,,
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* Due to economic hardships
— Unemployment
— Crop Failures

* Avoidance of military service

* Government encouraging poor to emigrate

1820-1871 — Emigration

9
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1871-1914 — Emigration

* Major increase in emigration
— Result of affordability
— Continued economic programs
— Continued political programs

* Large numbers from eastern provinces of
PreuBen

* Began to include Polish and Jewish people

10

1914-1945 — Emigration

* Number of German immigrants significantly
reduced as a result of the U.S. quota acts
beginning in 1924

* Emigrants included
— Political dissenters

— Jewish people

— Those unhappy with post WWI developments

11

Passenger Lists and

Naturalizati

12
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Passenger Lists
during this period

lacking in information provided

birth

* 1600s-1700s — No “traditional” passenger lists

* 1800s — Passenger lists begin in 1820, but are

* Post-1906 — Passenger lists improve and begin to
include last residence and eventually place of

6/30/2025
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Naturalization Records

* 1600s-1700s — In colony of Pennsylvania
disembarking Germans required to take an “oath
of allegiance” to the British monarch

* 1800s— Any court served as a court for
naturalization

* Post-1906 — The time when the Immigration and
Naturalization Service began to get records

18
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Certificate of Communion

* An Act passed by Parliament under King George
in 1740 and adopted by Pennsylvania Supreme
Court in September 1740

¢ A document written by the minister of the
protestant church attended by the alien wishing
naturalization.

* Were used in a few colonies but were not the
only method with which aliens were naturalized
at this time.

20

21

©American Ancestors,
AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The
Brue Family Learning Center 7



Class 1: Researching German Ancestors

é Z’(( Vames s Eryfrren M- ;ﬁ.-{ Mh"

{ ; //I/fﬁﬂﬂtl?%(éfgm%m ﬁg P b

_-"’rpn,n‘y,-) §774 e « 180077 N
!ﬁ”ﬁu 4.1 fﬂ(a %lf"l ?y)‘z Peace

an ey S

Jt[r)"//ﬁtnmtd LPT LD 1 /{J N:D?M

o o,
;T;mﬂ(/
e Wewtmarn ..."
i‘:n?i/;/ml :
ﬁ,. M; S
Lo ol Mnss .
b ./ﬂ(t — X

TY &% -ae, &.__c: s
3

6/30/2025

b ‘_ﬂtrmml ﬂ?gm‘

22

Printed by J. L. Rollée, Biehango Alley

To the Honorable the Judge.. of the, (/ ,«/,,,'/ Court of the United States,
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reate a timeline of yo
ancestor’s migration

pattern in America

Nicholas Kalch - Timeline
Event Details Record Notes
ca. 1820 Birth Nicholas Kalsch, age 30, 1850 U.S. Census, 4™ W Also in the housahold is
blacksmith, b. Germany New Orleans, Orleans Catherine, age 25, b.
Parish, Louisiana Germany and Henry, age 2, b,
Louisiana
©a.1820 Birth age24 1844
years Intention, Albary County,
260et1840  ArivaL  Nicholas Kalch, b. Schwelx, 1847 Petition of He has two versions ofthis
Bavaria; amived at New York  Naturalization, District of record.
on or about 26 October Louisiana
1840; has resided in the U.S.
for more than five years
3Sept 1844  Residence ge 24 1844 Declaration of
years, residing in Albany Intention, Albany County,
Co., NY. whan he declared New York
his intention to become a
7 May 1847 Residence Nicholas Kalch submits his 1847 Petition of He has two versions of this.
petition for naturalization in  Naturalization, District of record.
New Orleans, Orleans Louisiana
Parish, Louigiana
8 Aug 1850 Residence Nicholas Kalsch, age 30, 1850 U.S. Census, 4" Ward, Also in the household is
blacksmith, b. Germany , Orleans. Catherir
Parish, Lot a Germany and Henry, age 2, b.
Louisiana
Nicholas Kalch Timeline

27
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QUESTIONS?

Identifying the
S |

Identifying the Immigrant

* Need to work from the known to the unknown

* Systematically work in traditional genealogical

records
— Census — Deeds
— Vital — Newspapers
— Cemeteries — Church
— Probate

30
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Census
* 1820, 1830 - Persons * 1900 —same as 1880,
enumerated who were plus: year of imm.,
foreigners (not named) number of years in U.S.,

naturalization status
¢ 1850, 1860 — Place of

birth (may simply say * 1910 -same as 1880,
German) plus: year of immigration,
naturalization status

e 1870 - Place of birth

(usually lists kingdom) e 1920 -same as 1910,
plus: person’s and
parents’ native tongue

* 1880 — Place of birth of
person and parents

31

Census

¢ 1930 - Birthplace of person and person’s parents,
native tongue, year of immigration, naturalization
status

e 1940 - Birthplace, naturalization status. If answered
supplementary questions

— Parents’ birthplace
— Native tongue of person

e 1950 - Birthplace, naturalization status. If answered
supplementary questions:

— Parents’ birthplace

32
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—Native tongue spoken

Tip:

could be a clue.

36
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Native Tongue

Yiddish: Indicates Jewish individuals

Polish: Suggests they came from the eastern
areas of Prussia

May be found on passenger lists

May be mentioned in census records

6/30/2025
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Newspapers

* Are often published in the U.S. towns where

Germans settled

* Carry news from the towns back in Germany

* Helped Americanize new immigrants

* May indicate where in the old country

individuals were from

38

394.

39s.

American.
1035 North Broadway
Los Angeles, California 90012
Editors: Cleto M. Baroni and Mario Trecco
Sponsor: n.i.
Language: Italian

IL LEONE.  The Lion.
5051 Mission Street
San Francisco, California 94112
Editor: Roland G. DeRocili
Sponsor: Grand Lodge of California, Order of
Sons of Italy in America
Language: Italian

L’ITALO AMERICANO DI LOS ANGELES.

Los Angeles Italian

1908
Circulation: 4,400
Frequency: weekly
Subscription: $2.00

1931

Circulation: 12,007
Frequency: monthly
Subscription: $3.00

Lubomyr R. Wynar’s and Anna T. Wynar'’s Encyclopedic
Directory of Ethnic Newspapers and Periodicals in the United
States

39

©American Ancestors,
AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The
Brue Family Learning Center

13



Class 1: Researching German Ancestors 6/30/2025

Finding German
Newspapers Online

* Available through Genealogical

HISTORIC

German Publishing Company

Newspapers www.genealogical.com
ONLINE

* Keep in mind that some of the
areas may have been part of
the Austro-Hungarian Empire.

Campited by
Esnest Thads

40

Der deutsche Straienbahiner
Titelzusatz:
Erscheinungsort:

aftliches Fachblattdar “Deutchen StraBanbahner-Gaerkschaf

Erscheinungsverlauf:
Erschelnungsweise:

Deutschostereichische Unabhingicketspartsl

lectons 19141918

Deutsche Zeitung
Erscheinungsort:
Erscheinungsverlauf:
Erscheinungsweise:
Kooperat

Deutsches Nordmahrerblatt
Erscheinungsort: omouc (oimitz)
1899-1016

entich

Deutsches Sudmahrerblatt
Titelzusatz: Wachenschrft fur die Tteressen des devtschen Sidmaheriandss
Erscheinungsort: )

Erschelnungsverlauf:
Erscheinungsweise:

Kooperation:

41

‘The Library of Congress >> Researchers

. Newspaper & Current Periodical Reading Roo

GOVERNMENT PUBLICATIONS DIVISION

> Online Refererce Collection >> Newspapers

inHMicm'on“ in | News & Current Periodical Pages v | igol

Newspapers in Microform

Catalog record for this title
These volumes are available in two formats
+ The page tumer s a collection of page images in both a low and a high reselution format (GIF or TIFF). These

pages load relatively quickly
+ The PDFs are very large. and may take several minutes fo load They can be searched by keyword

VolumelYear Format
Volume 1: A-O Page fumer EDF (132MB)
Volume 2: P-Z and Title Index Page tumer EDF (78MB)
Volume 3: Foreign Countries Page tumer EDF (67MB)

@ Top of Page

Home >> Online Reference Collection >> Newspapers ¢« i [ News & Curent Povadcal Pages * | @
in Microform

The Library of Congress >> Researchers Legal | External Link Disclaimer Contact Us:
November 12,2014 Aska Librarian

www.loc.gov/rr/news/news_research_tools/newspapersinmf.html

42
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Newspapers in Microform: Foreign Countries

6/30/2025
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Neuo deuteche Baugrnzeitung.  1961- a WnU s [1871-1875]
GyBoGT m 1961-1975
Newer Vorwarts. 193¢ a
Seporzodos Vorwarts,
News internationale undschat dor Azbeit. o michdiaie repociod

GYDIZ m 19421084

Das Neus Montagsblatt, My 2-21,1904, W
GyDIZ m 1604

UPB & N 12, 1845-1940

Neus prenssische Kreus Zeftung. Mr 1929~
36283922 d

Lickt-Bild-Buhne. 1625~ 2 Continues Neue preussische Zethung, TER /1105871
GyDMA m 1025-02, 1938 Continned by Treus Zotbung, o Nd = 1646-1850
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Church Records

* Records often retained their German language,
even well into the 20t century.

* Recorded information in manner done back in
Germany.

¢ Original towns of birth may be listed for parents
in baptisms or bride and groom in case of
marriage.

* Denomination may eliminate certain regions.

44

Tip:
Lol

different records offer
different information

45
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QUESTIONS?

Finding Origins

Finding Origins

* Ancestors immigrating in more recent years have
records that identify place of birth.

* Passenger lists prior to 1892 generally just list the
country of origin.

* Naturalization records may supply a kingdom.

* Earliest immigrants may be Palatines.

54
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Finding Origins

* Some online databases may be of help as a result
of record abstracts.

* Important to know as much as possible about
your ancestor in order to identify the correct
person in such databases.

55

RECORDS ~ GENEALOGIES ~ CATALOG  BOOKS WK
Records  Collections
s Search Results from Historical Records
1,062 resuits for Name: johann futscher, Spouse Name: ottilia rebholz
toshow: 3] 50 7
,,,,, R

spouse: Otilla Rebhoiz

EVENT. ptisms, 15581898 child:  Pauiina Futscher

spouse: Otilla Rebhoiz

aptisms, 15584898 child:  Pauiina Futscher

spouse: Orilie Rethoiz

Save Time and Work Together

spouse: Otille Rebholz

Germany Biths and Baptims, 1556-1898 child:  Carolne Franziska Futscher

FamilySea

56

ID COPY | & PRINT | & SOURCE BOX v |2 SHARE v

[ Johann Georg Futscher

mentioned in the record of Paulina Futscher

Narme: Johann Georg Futscher
| Gender Male
|

Wie: Ottiia Rebholz
Daughter Paulina Futscher

Other information in the record of Paulina Futscher
from Dettschland Geburten und Taufen

Name: Paulina Futscher

Event Date: 1848

Gender: Female

Birth Date: 14 May 1848

Birth Year 1848

Birthplace: Boll (A. MeRkirch), Baden, Germany
Christening Date 14 May 1848

Christening Place: Boll (A. MeRkirch), Baden, Germany
Father's Name: Johann Georg Futscher

Mother's Name: Ottilia Rebholz

System Origin: Germany-EASy , [GS Film Number: 1055527] Indexing Project (Batch) Number: €954211

57
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Tip:
Don't forget later

marriages for
information.

6/30/2025

& Michael Hummer

Name Michael Hummer

Event Date 26 Jun 1883

Event Place Manhattan, New York, New York,
United States

Event Place (Original) Manhattan, New York

Gender Male

Race White

Birth Year (Estimated) 1835

Father's Name Heinrich Hummer

Spouse's Name Mary Beinert Franz

Spouse's Gender Female

Spouse's Age 42

Spouse's Marital Status ‘Widowed

Spouse's Birth Year (Estimated) 1841

Spouse's Birthplace York, Baden

Spouse's Father's Name Jacob Beinert

Spouse's Mother's Name Margaret Zuflucht

www.familysearch.o

59

[5 Michael Hummer

mentioned in the record of Michasl Hummer and Mary Beinert Franz
Name Michael Hummer
Event Type Marriage
Event Date 26 Jun 1883
Event Place Manhattan, New York, New York,

nited States

Event Place (Original) Manhattan, New York
Gender Male
Age a8
Race White
Birth Year (Estimated) 1835
Birthplace i Bavaria
Father's Name Heinrich Hummer
Mother's Name Mary Roth
Spouse's Name Mary Beinert Franz
Spouse's Gender Female
Spouse's Age a2
Spouse's Marital Status Widowed
Spouse's Race White
Spouse's Birth Year (Estimated) 1841
Spouse's Birthplace York, Baden
Spouse's Father's Name Jacob Beinert
Spouse's Mother's Name Margaret Zuflucht

www.familysearch.o

60
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feamﬁ the Meyers Gazetteer

schw*x‘ x

search.

Don't worry about diacritics when searching. Just use the simple vowel.

You can search the gazetteer using * as a wildcard. This wildcard will match any
number of characters. For example:

* To find all places that start with Kai, enter Kai* for your search.

* To find all places that end in miihle, enter *muhle for your search.

* To find all places that start with K and end in muhle, enter K*muhle for your

You can use multiple wildcards in a search.

For more information on how to use this site, please visit the help guide.
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T s

Search results for [schw*x]

Schweix 1)
D. (village)

Schweix, Pirmasens, Pfalz,_Bayern

Schweix 2)
WIr. (Farm or Small Village)
Schweix, Forbach, Loth., Elsass-Lothringen

Bavaria

www.meyersgaz.org
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GAZETTEER

Schweix 1)
Schweix, Pirmasens, Pfaz, Bayern
Entry Map Ecclesiastical Related E-ma Feedback
Sdjiweiz, 1) D., Bay., RY. Pfals, VA AG,  Volume 2
Rivmafens, BRDo. Biveibriiden, P Trulben, Page 778
I 14 km Bitjch; 311 G, B, GHdL, Yath. Bft. -
— Dazu Gin. Hiljtermithle 4, Shweizer= Type D.
miihle 8 G. Lvi | Bay.
o Sowpreicus and et ey RB Pfalz
few entry on PDF of the original page s s
e . y AG Pirmasens
TP N BKdo Zweibriicken
B s ] StdA Schweix 1) [self]
LS e Germany kath.Pfk. 1
ey Population 311
Ll P ¥
i &, s Detail
2R D. - Schweix is a Dorf (Village).
srence Y - Level | shows which Kingdom or
Gbgie g s sams esent State the place is located in. Schweix is
located in Bayern
- The Regierungsbezirk for Schweix is
Town of Schweix, Bavaria
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o7 =X
: 7
i £ g e Detail
PSS Sae 7 - Schweix is a Dorf (Village).
Fancs (LRl Po i | ~Level | shows which Kingdom or
Google ey suaca 009, Gone, it oot o State the place is located in. Schweix is

located in Bayern.

RB Pfalz - The Regierungsbezik for Schweix is
Pfalz. The Regierungsbezirk s a
government district that is in hierarchy
between the State and Kreis level

o - The Bezirksamt for Schweix is
Pirmasens. The Bezirksamt s the District
Office

AG Pirm - The Amtsgericht for Schweix
is in Pirmasens. The Amtsgericht is where
the Lower District Court is located.

E ken - The Bezirkskommando
for Schweix is in Zweibr(icken. The
Bezirkskommando is the District Military
Command. You can look in the BKdo to find
military records.

] - The Standesamt for
Schweix is in itself. The Standesamt is
where the Civil Registration Office is
located.

- Schweix has 1 katholisch
Pfarrkirche (Catholic parish church)

Town of Schweix, Bavaria
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Understanding Parishes

* 68-volume set:

— Vols. 1-55 devoted to

: kingdoms, duchies,

Provisce o RHINELAND I1T - States

— Vols. 56-68 focus on
large cities

ot Kinnom of Brsia

PaLatinate (PraLz)

* Includes maps and
information on
Lutheran and Catholic
parishes
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PARISH KEY

67

1 TOWNKEY

SN <. 1T
Schopp. i 10
Schoppermutie............. 10

Stausteinerhof ...

German Names

* Surnames can offer you some hints as to origins
or occupation

* Preeminent source: Hans Bahlow’s Deutsches
Namenlexikon

* Translation of Bahlow: Edda Gentry’s Dictionary
of German Names
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©American Ancestors,
AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The
Brue Family Learning Center 23



Class 1: Researching German Ancestors

Bahlow’s Deutsches
Namenlexikon
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Gentry’s Dictionary of
German Names

et

et o Frotns
fraacus Tyl Tromas Fcar o 80

71

|,._.‘n|hr!v

Frohloff

Frohm(e),

Fro(hlich? *fr

Fro(h)ling (ndd

Er\wl;r:|1d\'!

Bahlow and Gentry

HIGHHIEENE . AISO TClaled 18 FTo0e (Hbg:)
Frodermann  (Westph.): expanded from

2 1“7 Froder; contracted as Frormann.
lrr--).ﬂ-“k Frihler (UGer.): evidently = Friuler,
r‘.‘)n:h”\!‘ Westf.) Freuler; of. Frolinkint, Frkf. 1525 =
T s 1S Friuleinkind (girl child]. Hainr. Fraweler

1288 means at a convent
Vro- Froth)lich: “cheerful, high-spirited’. Cf.
Duke Oto of Austria, the Cheerful, 1331
LGer. Frileke, Frohlck (Wismar), patr.
s ik Frohlking (Westph.): Vroleke, Barth 1387,
e chriges Wik Fralich Pritze, Stolp 1500
ny Frifiling (LGer.) = UGer. Frihling
[scason of spring]. Vrolynk, Barth 1431
Frohloff (LGer.) comes from Frodolf, like
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Germany—Unification

* Pre-1871: Kingdoms, Duchies, and other smaller
principalities

e 1871-1918: German Empire

¢ 1918: Germany
* 1945: Post World War Il Germany

74

Germany - Pre 1871

75
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THE GERMAN REICH
1191y

76

Germany- Post 1918

Germany- Post 1945
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1957

QUESTIONS?

Schedule a consultation

consultations@americanancestors.org

Hire Research Services
research@americanancestors.org

Consultations

Book a one-on-one

consultation with E ;ﬁEl
agenealogist and ; *
receive help with your -

family history research! [=] ¢

AmericanAncestors.org/ -
Expert-Help/Consultations @ AN ME
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£ American Ancestors.

Search Events Join/Renew  Give

Researching German Ancestors 2025

JOIN THE LIVE BROADCAST

https://www.americanancestors.org/researching-german-ancestors-2025

THANK YOU!

AmericanAncestors.org/Education

£ American Ancestors.

A NatioNar CENTER FOR FamiLy History, HERITAGE & CULTURE

Copyright ©2025

84

©American Ancestors,
AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The
Brue Family Learning Center 28



