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Else Churchill, Genealogist, Society of Genealogists, UK 

Class 5:  Some problems and Solutions

17th-Century English  Research

Meet today’s presenter

Else Churchill
Genealogist, Society of Genealogists, UK

Session 5 – 17th century problems and solutions
Part 1
• The Civil Wars
• State Papers

• Sequestration and Compounding
• Petitions
Part 2
• Court Records

• Manorial
• Criminal
• Civil

• Chancery
• Requests
• Wards and Liveries
• Star Chamber
• Chivalry
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Who 
governed the 
lives of 17th

century 
ancestors?

• The Vestry and Parish Officials – incumbent, overseers of 
the poor, churchwardens, constable

• The Diocese and Archdeacon – Prerogative (Archbishops), 
Consistory (Bishops) & Archdeaconry Church Courts, 
proctors, summoners, apparators

• Quarter Session & Assize Courts – criminal courts –
justices of the peace & magistrates

• Manorial Courts – customary lores and laws of the manor              
lord of the manor, steward or reeve, jury, constable 

• Civil/Equity & Prerogative Courts – courts of chancery, 
exchequer, requests, star chamber, wards & liveries, high 
commission 

• The State – State Papers 

The English Civil Wars?

In time of Warre, people made use of whom they could get,
without minister,clark or bell St Mary’s Reading, PRs 1641-2

“Confused times of war occasioned some confusion 
in the register”
St Giles Reading, PRs 1646

In the time of the Civil Wars he was, by the power 
of the sword, violently kept out of his living from 
1646 till Michaelmas 1660, when by Law he was 
Restored and in that compass of time the register had 
been kept very imperfectly
Memorandum in PRs  by Mr Antram, Vicar of Helton, Dorset 
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Local Histories
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Stroppy Herefordshire Women!!
• Jane Merricke’s petition was addressed to the mayor and justices of the city of 
Hereford. This was a wholly separate jurisdiction to the county of Herefordshire and 
made its own provision for poor relief. Merricke’s petition was presented to the 
authorities after the Restoration of Charles II in 1660 and detailed her service in his 
father’s cause during the siege of the city which lasted from 29 July until 2 September 
1645. Hereford was a key target in the west of England and had changed hands 
several times from the beginning of the war, although the strain of royalism was 
always strong there…..

• In her petition Jane Merricke described how, ‘when the Scotts beleaguered’ the 
city she had been ‘sorely wounded in severall parts of her bodie & limbs’. She was 
injured while ‘casting up worke for the defence of the … Cittie, which is not unknown 
to the whole Cittie’. It was clearly all hands to the pump as the royalists of Hereford 
scrambled to shore up their position against an impressive Scottish army

13

Parliamentarian Officers
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BCW Regimental Wiki
Links to reference materials, books and websites 
useful for. 
Regimental Histories and Army Lists

• Royalist Officers

• Parliamentarians

• Covenanters

• Scots Royalists

• New Model Army, Commonwealth and Protectorate

• Protestants in Ireland

16

• Thomas Clarke, late a trooper under lieutenant Hunt, to have 40s. paid to him by John 
Parsons, gentleman, one of the Treasurers etc.-Upon consideration had of the 
distressed estate of Thomas Clarke was a trooper under the command of lieutenant 
Hunt and who hath received divers wounds in the service of the Parliament, it is 
ordered that John Parsons, gentlemen, one of the Treasurers for the King's Bench and 
Marshalsey, shall upon sight hereof pay to the said Thomas Clarke the sum of 40s. for 
his present relief and at the next Sessions this court will faire order for the settling of 
a pension upon him towards his relief hereafter and the said Thomas Clarke is to 
subscribe the receipt of the same 40s. and leave this order with the said Mr. 
Chambers for his discharge herein.

• Edward Wisdoms, a foot soldier, John Greenhill, a trooper, William Mason, a foot 
soldier, to have 40s. a piece paid them by the Treasurers ete.--Upon consideration 
had of the distressed estate of Edward Wisdome who was a foot soldier under the 
command of major Hawford and who hath received divers wounds in the service of 
the Parliament, it is ordered that John Parsons, gentleman, one of the Treasurers etc., 
ut supra for twenty shillings and that Mr. Chambers, the other Treasurer, shall pay the 
other 20s.

Warwickshire QS proceedings 

Access to 
Archives
on Discovery
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www.civilwarpetitions.ac.uk

• Elizabethan Statute of 1593 ”for necessary relief of maimed soldiers and 
mariners” placed financial responsibility on each county through a weekly 
levy on each parish.  Continued in the 17th Century as relief for soldiers 
and their families. Paid through Quarter Sessions

• During and after the Civil Wars, wounded soldiers, war widows and other 
military family members submitted petitions to the state for financial 
relief.

• Civil War Petitions is a fully-searchable digital edition of over 4,000 
petitions for relief from maimed soldiers and war widows. It includes the 
accompanying certificates from military commanders, medical 
practitioners and local communities in support of their cases. There are 
additional details of tens of thousands of names of those who received 
military welfare for injuries and bereavement sustained during the Civil 
Wars in all English and Welsh counties.

• The material is organised by county with ten counties currently online. 
Four more will be added every quarter until completion in June 2021.

• For the Twitter and Facebook pages, or email us at 
civilwarpetitions@leicester.ac.uk for all enquiries.

20

Civil War Petitions
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Petition to JPs Against the 
Poor Rate by Rate Payers
To the Worshipfull John Hawkins Esquire and to the rest of his Majesty's Justices of the Peace for the County of 
Middlesex in their General Session Assembled.

The Humble Petition and Appeal of Diedrick Peckerson of the Parish of Saint George Middlesex, an Inhabitant 
paying to the Relief of the Poor within the said Parish, SHEWETH
That a Rate or Assessment was [...] on the nineteenth day of August last made for the relief of the Poor of the said 
Parish by John Horsford and Lancelot Bowler, Churchwardens, and William Ray, William Gunniss and John 
Hopkins, overseers of the Poor of the said Parish, and all owed by Roberts Pill and Christopher Scott Esquires, 
two of his Majesty's Justices of the Peace of the said County, which Rate was made for three Months 
Commenceing [sic] at Lady Day now last past. That your Petitioner conceives himself aggrieved by the said Rate 
because [...] heard the other Inhabitants of the said Parish are thereby Rated or Assessed by an Annual Assessment 
by the Pound, Whereas the Custom and Usage of the said Parish hath constantly for great numbers of Years last 
past been to make a Monthly Rate or Assessment, which being discretionary was much better Calculated to 
Answer immediate Occasions without bringing a perpetual burthen on the Inhabitants.
That the said Rate is in many Instances partial and unequal, and in particular that your said Petitioner is charged 
much higher in proportion to the Annual Value of the Premises Occupied by him than other Persons within the 
said Parish, and therefore and for other Defects in the said Rate your Petitioner Appeals therefrom.
Your Petitioner therefore humbly prays that your Worships would be pleased to order the benefit of the said 
Appeal to be saved to your Petitioner, and that your Worships would be pleased to appoint a Day in the next 
General Quarter Session of the Peace to hear and determine the said Appeal; And at the same time that the 
Church-wardens and Overseers of the said Parish may produce the Books of the Old Rates for the Relief of the 
Poor of the said Parish, as also the Books of the present Rate ... 
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John Renford of London petitions against neighbour’s harrassment
• John Wrenford of Longdon, gentleman. Ref.110 BA1/1/48/182 (1625)

• The petition of John Wrenford of Longdon in the county of Worcester gentleman to the worshipful his majesties justices of the peace of the same county desiring the good behaviour
against David Powell servant unto Nicholas Terrett clarke for the causes following:

• First for that the said David Powell doth beare an inveterat hate and mallice against the said John Wrenford and most of his family: the said John doth verily thinke and feare that he the 
said David will doo unto him the John his people goodes or cattell some hurte or mischiefe for he the said Powell did once lay voyolent handes made an assault and would have fought 
with him the said John Wrenford when he was his servant.

• Secondly ther have died of late some 7 or 8 swine of the said John Wrenford or there about and for as much when some of the said swine were fleaed their flesh did appeare blacke and 
brused and maimed and the said Powell hath beene seene with staves and stackes to beate and stricke the swine of the said John Wrenford and to throwe them in a most violent manner 
from an uper grounde into a lower ground over the hedges of the said Nicholas Terrett the said John Wrenford with most of his family doo verily thinke and belive: that he the said Powell 
hath beene the occasion of most of their deathes

• Thirdly about a yeare and halfe since the said Powell did with a picke hurte two of your petioners carte horses soe that they were not well able to worke in the time of harvest.

• Fourthly upon Sunday last past beeing the 16 of this instant October by reason that the mound of the said Nicholas Terrett did lye broken downe unto the ground the horses of your said 
petioner when as the [carter?] followed them to water did goe over into the [gro...?] of the said Nicholas Terrett: where upon your [petioners?] said carter going in fresh pursuit to fetch 
[illegible] back againe into the fould of your petioner the said Powell beeing in the same ground did presently runne after the said horses in a most furious manner with a picke in his 
handes: to have beaten or maymed the said horses and with all sware to your petioners carter by God his woundes that yf thou didst bring them back that way (as they did come in) I will 
panch some of you: meaning eyther him the said carter or the horses: and soe forced the said carter to bring the said horses a great way round about an other way.

• Fiftly likewise upon the day aforesaid being Sunday last past ther being two swine of your petioners in the same ground of the said Nicholas Terrett: the said Powell with stackes did soe
beate one of the said swine, that he was scarce able to goe out there hence: and sithens ther hath died one of the swine of your said petioner: and as most of the servantes of your said 
petioner doo verily thinke and beleve it was the very same swine that was by him the said Powell soe beaten

• Sixthly beeing asked at the same time by one other of the servantes of your said petioner which did see him the said Powell soe beate the swine upon Sunday last past being the 16 of this 
instant October as [...fore?] said why doest thou beate my masters swine when as your hedges lye soe open as they doo: the [said?] Powell replied with a dreadfull oath Godes woundes
thou rogue doo thou come over the hedg and I will give thee as much more.

• For these and many more opprobrious and threatning speches [illegible] misdemeanors committed by the said David Powell being of lewd live and conversation and meane condition not 
able to make satisfaction for his wronges allreddy doone as aforesaid and that the saftie of your said petioner his family goodes and cattell may be the better secured and provided for 
your petioner doth leave all to your worshipfull consideration to be therin dealt with all as you in justice shall thinke most fitting

• To the 1 and 2 article

Humfrie James a poor day labourer

• Humfrie James, a poor day labourer. Ref.110 BA1/1/83/43 (1621)

• To the right worshipfull the Kinges majesties justices of the peace of the county aforesayd

• The humble peticion of Humfrie James a poore day laborer

• Shewing that he [was?] borne and berdd upp in Norton juxta Kemsey and there hath dwelled and kept howse being a married man 
for the spece of viii yeres last past in the rent of one Daniell Gyles of Norton aforesayd and for a bare howse without any profytes
thereunto belonging hath yerely for the tyme aforesayd payd unto him xiiii shillings yerely and within the sayd tyme hath had and 
yet hath 3 children which were borne in the [sayd howse?] and one 2 other children at his coming to the [sayd howse?] to dwell so 
that this poore peticioner ys now [charged?] with a wyfe and 4 5 children and noe [mayntaynaunce?] but his hard laboure and now 
in most [distressed?] estate for that the sayd Daniell Gyles hath [unt...?] [illegible] the parte of the peticioners sayd howse and 
[int...eth?] and voweth within this 3 wekes to throw the peticioner [his?] wyfe and children out of dores which hee will suerly doe 
wherby the peticioner his wyfe and poore children shalbe constrayned to lye in the streetes without your worships ayd in justice be 
speedely shewen and some order taken according to the forme of the statute for the [illegible] harbor of the peticioner his wyfe
and poore children

• The peticioner most humbly desiereth your worships that in some convenient place amongest the rest of the almeshowses
errected in the sayd parish that some smalle cottage or dwelling place may be sett upp and appoynted for the releefe and sucker of 
him selfe wyfe and small children and the peticioner will ever pray for your worships

• paratextin regard that Daniell Giles did receave him at first to suffer him to contynue or to fynde hym a howse

26

William Marshall of 
Oddingley, clerk

• William Marshall of Oddingley, clerk. Ref.110 BA1/1/45/73 (1620)

• To the right worshipfull his majesties justices of the peace for the county of Wigorn

• The humble peticion of William Marshall of Oddingley in the said county clerke.

• Whereas your peticioner in November last was twelve monethes by the entreaty of 
friendes did pay and undertake to pay the some of tenne poundes for and towardes the 
mainetenance of twoe of the children of John Brooke deceased begotten on the bodie of 
Issabell the peticioners daughter and borne att Oddinley abovesaid and alsoe was from 
tyme to tyme after the entermarriage of the said John and Issabell burthened aswell in 
succoringe them their children and family with provision of howse keepeinge as in 
undergoeinge of the payement of his debtes to his the peticioners chardge of a hundred 
poundes att the least and whereas your peticioner his meanes was not att any tyme
heretofore nor nowe is abouve xx pounds per annum and himselffe hath a wieffe and 
three small children and his wieffe great of the fowrth besydes a familye to keepe and 
maineteine therewith; and neverthelesse, yt pleased this worshipfull court att the last 
sessions of the peace to order the peticioner to paye viii shillings monethly [to...?] the 
mainetenance of the said Issabell and her children, one of which [is?] since dead which 
payement the peticioner unto this presente [hath?] [illegible] [...rfor...?]

• Humbly prayeth that your good worshipps [wo...?] [illegible] into your grave 
consideracion the [illegible] in comiseracion thereof and of his [do...?] [illegible] and the 
great chardge and losse the [p...?] [illegible] att from tyme to tyme in succoringe of 
[illegible] her husband and their children and [p...?] [illegible] the said order of the last 
[sessions?] [illegible] peticioner is ordered to pay the [said?] [illegible] aforesaid may be 
reveresed [A...?] [illegible]

• ordered to contynue the payment etc
27
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Other Petitions 

Magistrates at QS
Civil Dignitaries (mayors, aldermen etc)
Parish Overseers
The Crown
Parliament (Houses of Commons and Lords)
See Petitions in Early Modern England: A Very Short Introduction by 
Brodie Waddell and
Brodie Waddell, ‘Petitioning in Early Modern England: An Annotated 
Bibliography’  
https://petitioning.history.ac.uk/
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The Commonwealth Gap & State Papers 

Parish registers of Sholden Kent reconstructed  from 1630s
“This book was lost five yeares being carried away (ut
dicit)  by Mr Nicols when he was sequestrated and came 
nott to our hands till Anno 1662 after my sequestration 
and restoration. Witness my hand Jams Buville Vicar ibid. 
Divers who were baptized at Sholden about these years 
were at Northborn in the register books there as you may 
see”

Institutional Pro Quest Subscription &  Free at TNA
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State Papers & Parliamentary Committees
Records at TNA

 SP 20 Committee for Sequestrations 1643-53
 SP 23 Committee for Compounding with Delinquents 1643-60*
 SP22 Committee of Plundered Ministers
 SP 19 Committee for Advance of Money*

Woodcut of a parliamentary committee, take from A perfect Dirunal
of the Passages in parliament. 1643 (PRO, SP 9/245)

* =not on State Papers Online

Sequestration and Compounding
Sequestration Committee: Books & Papers 
1643-1653
TNA SP 20
Papers of the committee for Sequestration 1643-9 which 
administered the seized  estates of those accused of having 
voluntarily helped the royalist cause or of being Catholics 
and whose lands were thereby confiscated to the service of 
the state.  Moveable goods were to be inventoried and sold, 
the landed property leased for the profit of the state.  
Based on an informant’s information rather than detection, 
if delinquency was proven the owner was permanently 
deprived of his estates and property but allowed back a 
fifth for the maintenance of his children while another fifth 
went to the informant.  In cases of recusancy the offender 
was allowed one third of his estate back.  When it was 
merged with the Committee for Compounding its working 
papers were absorbed by the new committee (SP23).  The 
13 volumes are largely the order books and are an 
important and neglected source.

Committee for Compounding with Delinquents: Books 
& Papers 1643-1660
TNA SP 23 

35

Papers of the Committee for Compounding with Delinquents 
1643-59 responsible for negotiating the conditions upon which the 
delinquents regained their estates. Sat in Goldsmiths’ Hall, 
London. Initially Catholics and the Kings political advisors were not 
permitted to compound although some certainly did.  From 1644, 
after sequestration of their estates, most royalists and non 
combatant catholic delinquents who were prepared to sacrifice 
part of their estate to safeguard the rest and protect themselves 
could/were permitted to pay compensation and were allowed to 
“compound or appeal to have their lands restored in return for a 
fine expressed as a fraction of the capital value of the property”. 
Can contain “vast amounts of information about marriage 
contracts, dower rights, Annuities to younger sons, etc. which 
were deductible from the pre-composition assessment in certain 
circumstances . Contains most of the papers of the Committee for 
Sequestration.  266 volumes
(once known as Royalist Composition Papers.  W P W. Phillimore 
Royalist Composition Papers Index Nominum

34
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Deposition signed by Edward Farnham Committee 
for Compounding with Delinquents 
SP 23/86 p 169

Published Histories
2471.pdf 

(quornmuseum.com)

Charges on the Estate
“the records of the delinquent royalists and 
the fortunes lost in encumbered debt-ridden 
estates seized by Parliament”
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Many Local Composition 
Records Published
• Robert Barlow  of Urmston.
• Letter dated at Wigan, 22, May, 1650, signed by Peter Holt, 

Robert Cunliffe, and George Pigot, mentioning that they had 
received the information enclosed touching the delinquent, 
Robert Barlow, of Urmston, …

• The information of Richard Starkey, of Urmston, gentleman, 
taken at Wigan, the 22nd of May, 1650, who informed and said 
that he had by relation from James. Heys, of Urmston, and John 
Shawcrosse, of Flixton, that Robert Barlowe, of Urmston, 
gentleman, at such time as Prince Rupert with his forces 
marched through that county joined in arms with those forces 
and marched along with them to the battle at York, and was 
there at the battle, and continued a long time after in arms with 
the said forces.

2019YoungCLphd.pdf.pdf (royalholloway.ac.uk)
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Some SP Calendars Online

State Papers, Domestic Series, of the Reign of Charles I, ed J Bruce, W D Hamilton, 
S C Lomas (London, 1858-1897) 23 volumes

43
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Calendar of State Papers Colonial, America 
and West Indies: Volume 1, 1574-1660.
• 1625, Oct 19 

Mayor and Aldermen of Southampton to the Privy Council. Their Lordships 
letters for setting forth a vessel of great burden for relief of Virginia have been 
received. Are informed that a ship of 120 tons, Capt. Whitaker, with Grindall, and 
one Coe, master, is now setting forth from London for that colony, and that 
Abrah. Jennens is doing the like at Plymouth, besides another undertaken by Mr. 
Pescod and company. Pray that they may be spared, or receive jointly in 
adventure with Mr. Pescod in two ships, either for profit or loss.

• 1622-28, 
List of twenty patents for plantations in New England, granted to Sir Ferd. 
Gorges, Capt. W. Mason, and others, in 1622 and 1628, entitled 
"Catalogue of such patents as I know granted."
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QUESTIONS?
Schedule a consultation

consultations@americanancestors.org

Session 5 – 17th century problems and solutions
Part 1
• The Civil Wars
• State Papers 

• Sequestration and Compounding
• Petitions
Part 2
• Court Records

• Manorial
• Criminal
• Civil

• Chancery
• Requests
• Wards and Liveries
• Star Chamber
• Chivalry
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residence

a single administrative unit of estate

manor distinguished by court

various size

What is a Manor?

Identify the manor where your 
ancestor lived and worked and 
locate surviving manorial 
records via TNA’s Manorial 
Documents Register
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Matlock Manor

56

Manorial Records

Court roll  showing 
Free tenants and jury
& electing 

manorial officials
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Manorial Courts 1600+
Court Baron…..3 weeks

Court Leet with view of Frankpledge…twice a year

Regulation of the common fields

Copyhold admissions and surrenders

The Court Baron – transfer of the use of land

The Court Leet – the police court
And that Juliann Guld widdowe hath
suffered her ditch adjoininge to her 
backesyde to remayne unscoured to
the prejudice of the tenants therefore
shee is amerced xivd

58
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Court Leet, Conisbrough, Yorkshire, 1605

• Cuthbert Reyney 6d because he kept illicit sheep.
• Person Leadbetter 12d because he did not constrain six pigs. 
• Widow Lewes 4d because she carried away a faggot of wood from the hedges.
• Roger Belgh 2s 6d because he held illegal games in his house at night.
• Thomas Whitehead de le Elme 12d because he held illegal games, namely 

globands.
• Matthew Sampson 6s 8d because he made an affray and drew blood from 

John Barley.
• John Hurst 3s 4d because he gave a box on the ear to Godfrey Roebuck, 

constable, in the execution of his office to keep the lord king's peace.

https://www.dhi.ac.uk/conisbrough/browse/roll_1605_2.html

Court Roll 28th March 1676
West Wycombe Manor

• Item it is ordered that every person that shall henceforth putt any cattle 
uppon any common within this Mannor except such as have lawfull right to 
common shall for every default therin every weeke so offending forfeit x s

• Item it is ordered that every copieholder that shall at any time from 
henceforth take any surrender of any cottage or tenement sett or erected on 
the common within this Mannor shall forfeite and pay unto the poore people
of the parish of West Wycombe aforesaid the sume of v L of lawfull English 
money for every offence

• Item it is ordered that noe person whatsoever shall att any time hereafter 
plough, breake or digg upp and carry away the waste or commons within this 
Mannor uppon paine or forfeiting for every pole……..of ground soe ploughed 
or digged up and carried away x s

• Item it is ordered that every person that shall keepe any geese on the 
commons shall for every month? soe offending forfeite and pay for every 
goose soe kept vi d

Manorial wills – peculiar courts

61
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65

William Keate buried 15 June 1653
Fovant, Wiltshire PRs on Ancestry (neighbouring parish 

to Compton Chamberlain)

Presentments of the Jury or Homage at the Manorial Court of 
Compton Chamberlayne 1651-1660 in Wiltshire Farming of the 17th Century. 
Wiltshire Record Society vol 57

John Armoney the elder takes 99 year 
lease of shop and forge in Compton 
Chamberlain, 1653. John Armonet the 
elder buried 20 June 1666 Compton 
Chamberlain, . Will and inventory proved 
1667,  blacksmith

Presentments of the Jury or 
Homage at the Manorial Court of 
Compton Chamberlayne 1651-1660 
in Wiltshire Farming of the 17th

Century. Wiltshire Record Society 
vol 57

64

65

66

Class 5: 17th-Century English Research



6/30/2025

23

Manorial and Estate Records

Mortgages 1790-1800 deposited in Harewood Manor Estate Records at 
Herefordshire Record Office  relating to Windmill Hill near Llanwarne
mention Thomas Churchill of Llanwarne, only surviving son and  heir of 
James Churchill, late of Llanwarne decd, who was the eldest son and 
heir of Thomas Churchill of Llanwarne labourer and James Churchill of 
St Weonards his eldest son - 4 generations !!!

6

Thomas Churchyard/Churchill 
b ca ?1670-75 of Llanwarne,
bur 1739
James Churchet c 1706 Llanwarne
Thomas Churchet c 1747 Llanwarne
James Churchill 
c 1775 Llanwarne 
bur 1845 St Weonards

Thomas CHURCHMAN
d. 1664 St Weonards
Tuition/Curation bond to sister Eleanor Vaughan for his only 
son Thomas 1664

Thomas CHURCHMAN 
z. 1650 ? prob about 14 in 1664James CHURCHYARD =(1) Margaret and/or =(2) Ann?

z 1640-1650?
bur 1723 Llandinabo
children 1674-1688  in Llanwarne & Llandinabo
no earlier surviving baptisms or marriages

Thomas CHURCHYARD = Elizabeth
z?  bur 1739          bur 1741
having  children from 1705, m. i. mortgage

James  CHURCHET = Hester ARTHUR
c 1705 Llanwarne
bur 1761 Llanwarne, m. i. mortgage

????????????
Same person? 

67

68

69

Class 5: 17th-Century English Research



6/30/2025

24

Crime and the Courts

• Crime and Punishment in England. A sourcebook edited by 
Andrew Barrett and Christopher Harrison 

• Crime in Early Modern England  1550-1750 by J A Sharpe 
• Crime and the Courts in England 1660-1800 by J M Beattie
• Women Crime and the Courts  in Early Modern England 

edited by Jenny Kermode & Garthine Walker 
• Criminal Ancestors by David Hawkings 
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Civil Courts/Kings Prerogative Courts

• Chancery
• Exchequer
• Common Pleas
• Kings Bench
• High Commission (abolished 1641)

• Requests (1492-1642)

• Star Chamber (abolished 1641)

• Palatines – Chester, Durham, Lancashire
• Duchy – Lancashire 
• Wards and Liveries (abolished 1660)

• Local Civil Courts – e.g. London Mayor’s Court, Hustings, Sheriff’s Court, Orphans, Court of Chivalry
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TNA – Research Guides
Research guides - The National Archives

Chancery cases used to compile genealogy information
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17th Century Chancery Indexes on Findmypast
Charles I Chancery Index
This unique resource, created by Peter Wilson Coldham makes available for the first time an index to all 82,000 
Chancery Cases launched during the reign of Charles I (1625-49). Chancery records are a particularly important 
source of information for descendants of early migrants to North America. 

Proceedings in Chancery were instituted mainly, though not exclusively, by those with money and property. The 
aggrieved party (the Plaintiff) would have his lawyer draw up a Bill of Complaint setting out in stiff, formal 
language, and always at great length, the substance of his complaint. This document always begins with the 
plaintiff’s name, title or occupation, and place of residence, names the offending parties (the Defendants), and 
seeks the Court’s authority to require the Defendants to provide written Answers to a series of specific questions. 
So the next document which would appear would be the Answer(s), and the wheels of law would begin to grind. 
The Plaintiff might submit objections to the Answers, called a Replication, which would be followed by further 
Answers. The Defendants might enter a Demurrer to the Bill of Complaint, saying that the case was defective in 
law and required no Answer. 

Bills of Complaint and Answers are often not filed together under the same reference, which explains, at least 
partly, why many of the cases have multiple references. 

TNA Reference
If you wish to search the source documents yourself at TNA, Kew, they are held in Class C2, subclass Chas1. The 
references here give only the piece and folio numbers (eg H77/40), since the Class & subclass is always the same. 
The full references would be, for example, C2/Chas1/H77/40. 

Sample C2 Chas 1 Abstract
• Abstract of Chancery Case Documents 

Provided by Helen Osborn Research Ltd
This is an abstract of original documents held in Class C2 at The National Archives, Kew, England 

Origins References 
Bannister v. Somerscales
B110/27
B110/27
94384_4093101.rtf 

Date Abstract Made 7/7/06 

Condition & Size of Document(s) 
2 membranes parchment, A1 size and A2 size 
very good condition 

Document Type (bill of complaint, etc) 
Bill of complaint 
Joint and Several answers 

Short Extract of Names and Places together with any date mentioned in the document(s) 
29 May 1628 
Richard Bannister of Barnoldswicke in the Co. of York, gent. 
Richard Frankland of Pasehowse in the Co of York, gent, son and heir of Raphe Frankland, Margaret and Joan 
Frankland 
Thomas Somerscales of Gisborne, York, uncle to Margaret and Joan, brother to Bridget their mother 
John Bannister 

Opinion on Reproduction of Document 
These documents give a wealth of detail about the Bannister and Frankland families. 

Chancery – Bernau Index
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High Court of Chivalry 

• 5 ANDREWS V MORRIS
• Michael Andrews, esq, Surgeon to the King v Richard Morris of St Dunstan-in-the-East, London, barber-surgeon 

December 1637 - February 1639

Abstract
• Andrews, one of the surgeons to the king, accused Morris of having used insulting language against him at a 

meeting of the Court of Assistants in the hall of the Company of Barber Surgeons in London in September -
November 1637. His libel alleged that Morris had given him the lie and claimed he was 'a better man than I... and 
had spent more money in the company and had done more good', and that 'he did no more care for me than the 
shoestrings of his shoes'. Morris countered that nothing in the libel was true and that Andrews had first provoked 
him by calling him an 'old viper' before the Company of which Morris had been three times governor. Morris also 
pointed out that the Company's Court of Assistants that had met to resolve the matter voted that Andrews was in 
the wrong, although the verdict had not been entered in the court's register because the clerk, Richard Turner, 
had sided with Andrews. [For further details of the quarrel, see Morris's counter suit, cause 449]. Arundel held a 
preliminary hearing on the complaint of Andrews and John Woodhall against Morris, in the Court of Chivalry on 
12 December 1637 and, having decided that there was a case to answer, committed Morris to the custody of the 
messenger until he could find sureties. [For Woodhall's cause against Morris, see 727]. Morris lost the case, and 
on 28 November 1638, Andrews was awarded £30 damages and 20 marks expenses. Morris was ordered to 
perform his submission in the parlour of Barber Surgeons' Hall on Mogwell [Monkwell] Street, in the city of 
London, before the master and wardens on 1 February 1639.

89

• against Thomas Hanslopp of Aynho in September 1638 for wrongfully assuming the 
title and arms of a gentleman

• On 20 November 1638 Dr Duck delivered the articles against Hanslopp, and on 5 
December Dr Sweit (defence) while acknowledging that Hanslopp described himself 
as a gentleman refused to accept that he was a plebiean. 

• On 28 January 1639 the prosecution alleged that Hanslopp had lived in Aynho, co. 
Northampton, and his father before him, and that the family were plebeians, despite 
Hanslopp having been an overseer of the poor in Aynho in 1638. Sentence was 
appointed to be heard in February 1639.

Duck v Hanslopp
Arthur Duck, LL.D., King's Advocate v Thomas Hanslopp of Aynho, co. Northampton
September 1638 - February 1639
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17th Century 
• Who?

• name, status, FAN, Family Reconstructions
• Where?

• place is paramount, records dispersed, not everything online
• Jurisdictions - parish, town, county, diocese, province, circuit, sessions, hundred, 
• can you try to localize a name to a place or area? 
• know the local county history, record society publications, etc

• When?
• Commonwealth Gap

• What?
• occupations, religious persuasion, 
• what’s been done before?

• Why?
• manage expectations

Who 
governed the 
lives of 17th

century 
ancestors?

• The Vestry and Parish Officials – incumbent, overseers of 
the poor, churchwardens, constable

• The Diocese and Archdeacon – Prerogative (Archbishops), 
Consistory (Bishops) & Archdeaconry Church Courts, 
proctors, summoners, apparators

• Quarter Session & Assize Courts – criminal courts –
justices of the peace & magistrates

• Manorial Courts – customary lores and laws of the manor              
lord of the manor, steward or reeve, jury, constable 

• Civil/Equity & Prerogative Courts – courts of chancery, 
exchequer, requests, star chamber, wards & liveries, high 
commission 

• The State – State Papers 
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Websites 
• FamilySearch

• Wiki Catalogue, Labs, Maps Jurisdictions
• Commercial genealogy websites
• American Ancestors
• Collaborative websites

WikiTree (early colonist genealogical profiles and discussions) 
• National Archives Discovery Catalogue 
• Early English Books Online 
• Oxford Dictionary of National Biography

QUESTIONS?
Schedule a consultation

consultations@americanancestors.org
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AmericanAncestors.org/17th-century-english-research-2025

THANK YOU!
AmericanAncestors.org
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