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Robert Battle, FASG, Editor of the Register

Class 5: Determining Ancestral 
Origins

Researching Colonial 
New England 
Ancestors

Meet today’s presenter

Robert Battle, FASG
Editor of the Register

OVERVIEW
• Presentation (60 mins.)

• Q&A (30 mins.)

• Cautions and challenges
• Resources for determining immigrant origins
• Confirming conclusions
• Case Study
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Voice of 
Robert Battle, FASG, 
Editor of the Register

Class Outline

Class Coverage
Cautions/Challenges Check the literature for the 

immigrant’s origin
Comprehensive colonial 
history of the immigrant
Check the literature again for 
connections’ origins
Collect clues
Consult indexes

Confirm
Compose
Celebrate
Case Study

Class Coverage
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Cautions/Challenges

Cautions/Challenges

Not every search will 
be successful

From Ian Watson, The Great Migration: Immigrants to New England 1636-1638, vol. 1 A-Be 
(2024), 230-231:

“…Additional Lancashire records have often been 
linked to this immigrant [Humphrey Atherton], but 
in fact do not permit a conclusive interpretation. In 
the early seventeenth century there were multiple 
Humphrey Athertons in Lancashire (where the 
surname is not uncommon) and also elsewhere in 
England…”
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From John D. Baldwin III, “Why the Origins of Nicholas Camp, Sr. of Milford Remain 
Elusive!” Connecticut Nutmegger 30 (1997):62-63:

“…The baptism registers of Nazeing, Essex include 
Nicholas of 1591, 1597, and 1604, all of which have 
been circulated as that of the immigrant to 
Milford….Yet another Nicholas is named among the 
nine children of a John Camp buried Nazeing 
1612…”

https://www.familysearch.org/en/mapp/

Parish register and Bishop’s transcripts for 
Durnford, Wiltshire
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Parish register for Durnford, Wiltshire

https://www.familysearch.org/en/mapp/

Parish registers for Great Stambridge, Essex

Marriages missing 1584-1629

Baptisms missing 1601-1616
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Cautions/Challenges

Surviving records can 
be difficult or costly 

to access

Cautions/Challenges

Records can be 
difficult to read

Parish register for Little Waldingfield, Suffolk
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What this requires from you:
1. Time and patience

2. Ability to read different types of handwriting

3. A modicum of Latin

4. Creativity/resourcefulness

QUESTIONS?

Check the literature for the 
immigrant’s origin
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• New England Historical and Genealogical Register

• The American Genealogist

• The Mayflower Descendant

• The Genealogist

• The Essex Genealogist

• The Connecticut Nutmegger

• Rhode Island Roots

• Vermont Genealogy

• The Maine Genealogist

Journals (especially post-2015)
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www.wikitree.com/wiki/Project:Puritan_Great_Migration

www.wikitree.com/wiki/Category:Puritan_Great_Migration
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Comprehensive colonial history 
of the immigrant

The following are helpful for 
identifying an immigrant’s origin:

• Passenger list

• Birthdate

• Immediate family who were 
also probably born in 
England

• Any other relatives 
(including those without the 
exact connection known)

• Other connections
– Employees/employers
– Neighbors (especially sharing 

more than one location)
– Witnesses
– Court sureties

• Initial New England 
location, any later removes

• Occupation, education, 
social rank/status

• Religious tendencies, 
character traits

Check the literature again for 
connections’ origins
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Collect the clues

Clues to collect
• Items gleaned from the comprehensive 

colonial history (passenger list, birthdate, 
family members, etc.)

• Mentions of English locations (in passenger 
lists, notarial records, probate records, land 
records, court records)

Sort out the most useful clues
• Any known English locations

• Any suspected English locations
– Connections with known origins
– Trends in specific years or towns
– Later English distribution charts (for uncommon surnames)

• Any linked names (known family relationships between or 
among immigrants)

• Things that are unique or uncommon
– Names (immigrant or family)
– Occupations
– Advanced education, higher status
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your-family-history.com/surname/a/atherton/

your-family-history.com/surname/a/atherton/

Consult indexes
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Consulting the indexes is 
necessary:

• If you have a specific parish to check
– To get an idea of the prevalence of the name(s) in 

that parish
– To cover the other parishes nearby
– In case that parish was just a stopping point in a 

longer journey

• If you have a specific county or region to check

• If you don’t know where in England to check

Available indexes online
• England-wide (free and paid sites)

– England Births and Christenings, 1538-1975
– England Marriages, 1538-1975
– FreeReg

• Individual counties (paid sites)

QUESTIONS?
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Confirm

Confirm: Follow up on apparent 
matches

• Don’t stop with the indexes – read through the original registers 
yourself

• Check available bishops’ transcripts

• Check far enough to make sure that the suspected immigrant didn’t 
die and didn’t stay in England

• Document everything checked, and everything you find useful or 
interesting there

• Don’t settle for weak evidence
– “Name’s the same” not good enough
– BUT “six names are the same” might be (family units, connections, etc.)
– Uncommon names carry more evidential weight than common ones (but 

tread carefully here)

Parish register of St. Mary the Virgin, 
Great Baddow, Essex
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Confirm: Follow up on apparent 
matches

• Don’t stop with the indexes – read through the original registers 
yourself

• Check the bishops’ transcripts if possible

• Check far enough to make sure that the suspected immigrant didn’t 
die and didn’t stay in England

• Document everything checked, and everything you find useful or 
interesting there

• Don’t settle for weak evidence
– “Name’s the same” not good enough
– BUT “six names are the same” might be (family units, connections, etc.)
– Uncommon names carry more evidential weight than common ones (but 

tread carefully here)

St. Wulfram, 
Grantham, 
Lincolnshire:
Baptisms in December 1637

Parish register

Bishop’s transcript

Confirm: Follow up on apparent 
matches

• Don’t stop with the indexes – read through the original registers 
yourself

• Check the bishops’ transcripts if possible

• Check far enough to make sure that the suspected immigrant didn’t 
die and didn’t stay in England

• Document everything checked, and everything you find useful or 
interesting there

• Don’t settle for weak evidence
– “Name’s the same” not good enough
– BUT “six names are the same” might be (family units, connections, 

etc.)
– Uncommon names carry more evidential weight than common ones 

(but tread carefully here)
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Confirm: multiple points necessary 
for more commonplace clues

Confirm: Check other local records
• Probate records

• Parish chest records

• Manorial records

• Apprenticeship records

Excerpt from manorial court records for 
Winfarthing, Norfolk; court of 20 July 1635
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Confirm: Were there other 
immigrants from that area?

• Keep your eyes open for other possible immigrant 
families when you go through parish registers

• Check the Great Migration Parish Map for known 
immigrants from nearby parishes
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Confirm: Document Everything

• Research logs can be helpful

• Write down each item of interest as you find it; if you wait 
until later you might forget it or lose it

• Find a system that works for you. 
– My method is to have a separate Word file for each source 

consulted (especially parish registers and wills). The Word 
file for each parish is stored in a folder for the county it is in, 
and all of the county folders are stored in a larger “English 
parish registers” folder, e.g. English parish registers > Essex > 
Great Baddow.docx

– Each will has its own folder, with a Word file (the 
transcribed or extracted will and source information) and 
the image(s) of that will.

Compose: 
write it up in article form

52

53

54

Class 5: Researching Colonial New England Ancestors

©American Ancestors, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center



5/29/2025

19

Celebrate!

AChurchNearYou.com
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Still from a YouTube video taken at the parish 
church in Little Waldingfield, Suffolk
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Brass in the parish church of Little 
Waldingfield, Suffolk, depicting John 
Colman, clothier (d. 1506)

Brasses in the parish church of Little Waldingfield, Suffolk, depicting the 
six sons and seven daughters of John Colman and his wife Katherine, 

together with a request for prayers
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Case Study
Robert and Caleb Carr of Rhode Island
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In England: 

• Robert Carr (born about 1613/14) (brother of next) 
• Caleb Carr (born about 1623/4) (brother of previous) 
• (possibly) Mercy _____ (m. Caleb Carr by 1654) 
• Robert Jeffreys (b. about 1604/5, m. next by 1627/8) 
• Mary (_____) Jeffreys (b. about 1607/8); their children: 

o Thomas Jeffreys (b. about 1627/8) 
o Elizabeth Jeffreys (b. about 1628/9) 
o Mary Jeffreys (b. about 1631/2) 

Onomastic clues (names of children, not including those named after a parent or uncle): 

• Edward (Caleb) 
• Elizabeth (Caleb, Robert) 
• Esek (Robert) 
• Francis (Caleb) 
• James (Caleb) 
• John (Caleb) 
• Margaret (Robert) 
• Mary (Robert) 
• Nicholas (Caleb) 
• Samuel (Caleb) 
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Parish register for Allington, Kent

Bishop’s Transcripts for Maidstone, Kent
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Parish register for St. Gregory by St. 
Paul, London

Will of Barbara (Carr) Gaunt, 1634

In England: 

• Robert Carr (born about 1613/14) (brother of next) 
• Caleb Carr (born about 1623/4) (brother of previous) 
• (possibly) Mercy _____ (m. Caleb Carr by 1654) 
• Robert Jeffreys (b. about 1604/5, m. next by 1627/8) 
• Mary (_____) Jeffreys (b. about 1607/8); their children: 

o Thomas Jeffreys (b. about 1627/8) 
o Elizabeth Jeffreys (b. about 1628/9) 
o Mary Jeffreys (b. about 1631/2) 

Onomastic clues (names of children, not including those named after a parent or uncle): 

• Edward (Caleb) 
• Elizabeth (Caleb, Robert) 
• Esek (Robert) 
• Francis (Caleb) 
• James (Caleb) 
• John (Caleb) 
• Margaret (Robert) 
• Mary (Robert) 
• Nicholas (Caleb) 
• Samuel (Caleb) 
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QUESTIONS?
Hire Research Services

research@americanancestors.org

Chat with a Genealogist
AmericanAncestors.org/chat

Consultations

10% Off Great Migration Collection
Use promo code GMMayflower525 at 
checkout for 10% off Great Migration 
titles.  
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https://www.americanancestors.org/researching-colonial-new-england-ancestors

THANK YOU!
AmericanAncestors.org/Education

Copyright © 2025

94

95

96

Class 5: Researching Colonial New England Ancestors

©American Ancestors, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center




