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Probate Records






Why Use Probate Records?

Provide an approximate death date for the deceased

Verity family relationships

— Married daughters may be listed with their husband's surname

Wills and inventories offer a glimpse into the personal belongings of
an ancestor and how they were distributed

Provide context of an ancestor's life


















Wills and Codicils









Will of Phillip Rich, Sudbury, 1741, Middlesex County Probate File Papers,
AmericanAncestors.org
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Codicil, Anthony Henry Meinertzhagen, 1755 Suffolk County,

Mass, Case #10998







Letters of Testamentary and
Administration






Letters of Testamentary, Phillip Rich, Sudbury, 1741, Middlesex County Probate File
Papers, AmericanAncestors.org
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Letters of Administration — estate of Joseph Knight, Essex County, Mass, 1760 Case

#16000, AmericanAncestors.org
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Inventory of the Estate of Joseph Coman, Providence, Rhode Island, 1751,

Film #007650467
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Inventory of Isaac Royall, Case 19545, 1752, Middlesex County Probate File Papers,

AmericanAncestors.org
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Tip
Note the persons who are taking the
inventory. They may be family or close

friends/business partners.
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Inventory of David Waterboy's Estate, 1698, Case #2450, Suffolk County, MA Probate

File Papers, AmericanAncestors.org
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Tip
Review the inventory for any real estate
' holdings and then look for the

corresponding land deeds.



Real and Personal Estate, Inventory of Hannah Everts, Salisbury, 1851,
Film #007626797




Accounts
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Account, Estate of James Draper, Case #2456, Suffolk County, MA, 1698, Probate File

Papers, AmericanAncestors.org
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Account, Estate of James Draper, Case #2456, Suffolk County, MA Probate File Papers,
AmericanAncestors.org




Estate Distribution
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Order Distribution, Joseph Knight estate, Essex County, Mass,

Case #16001




Guardianships
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Guardianship Account, Estate of Isaac Griggs, 1698, Case #2443, Suffolk County, MA

Probate File Papers, AmericanAncestors.org




Miscellaneous Probate Papers
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Bill of Sale in Court Deposition, Estate of Samuel Wethered of

Boston, Mass., 1760, FamilySearch
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Tip
You can find lists of enslaved persons
- sold to others in bills of sale. These may

be found in probate records or land
deeds.
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Dower Record, Estate of Capt. John Wattles, Windham,

Connecticut, 1775, FamilySearch



e Record of
the administrator
collecting or paying

debts

* Record that the
estate has been
distributed

Receipt for Expenses, Estate of Nicholas
Andrews, 1730, Case #700, Essex County;,
Massachusetts
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Land Deeds



Why Use Land Records?

 In some cases, a land record may be the only documented source
you can locate.

« Land records can often trace generations of ownership of a single
parcel of land.

 Using land records, you may determine the site of your ancestor's
house or farm today.



v

Remember not all deeds were
recorded at the date of the sale.
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Indian Deed - Stamford, Conn. (1640)




Proprietor Records






Town Halls, Town Clerk, Tax Office or assessor

County Registry of Deeds
Libraries and local historical societies

Family History Library microfilm

Published transcriptions of Proprietor records




OF THE
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AND

THE TowN oF CAMBRIDGE

WITH

THE RECORDS OF THE PROPRIETORS OF THE

COMMON LANDS
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Cambridge, Mass Proprietors’ Records

THE REGISTER BOOK

24 PROPRIETORS' RECORDS,
Moore Jn Weftend ffeild aboute three A
) ckers —
foutheaft t.he high way to fresh pond fouth weft Garr:d Hk;zzen Day
weft the highway to great {wampe north eaft o1 Borty

The 5™ of Octobr 1635

[23] RicHARD Goop
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eaft the Comon pales Wiy lane fouthweft Edward Stebinge fouth.

Moore one
r {male lotthill aboute two Ackers Daniell Denison north-

eaft 3
= D“f:e [;?ﬂ& T::;as Heat fouth weft the high way to

ers Thomas Dudly Esqr north-
Weftwood fouth eaft the high

e oo

2 ers Symon Sacket north
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Tax Records can indicate when
your ancestor was paying
Real Estate Tax



Tax Records of Proprietors
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You ancestor did not need to
reside in a community to own
land there.



Proprietor’s Plans
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Tip
Use Proprietor records to determine the

earliest date of settlement for your family in
the 17th and 18th century.
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Land Deeds
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Grantor/Seller

Grantee/Buyer

Abutting neighbors

Land Measurements

Introduction of the Land Deed

AR TSI coees m'mww//ﬂy’(lﬂyl.,n-

= LR —

Essex County, Massachusetts Land Deed, Edward
Sargent of Newbury to Thomas Arnold of Newbury,
1722/23, FamilySearch.org

Location
of Land
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Terms of the Land Sale
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Appearing before the Court



Tips for Analyzing Land Deeds

Note where the buyer and seller's residence is at the time of the sale. This is a key clue
for identifying migration.

Look for deeds where a husband is selling property. If his wife is living, first name will
be referenced in the deed and/or the court inquiry to release her dower.

Note the deed witnesses and abutting neighbors. They may be relatives of either party.

Look for phrases like "in consideration of natural affection” to identify family
members.

Quit claim and power of attorney deeds are useful for documenting the children of a
deceased parent.



"In consideration of natural affection and fatherly
love"




New England
Land Records

Overview
state-by-state






Connecticut Land Records

The earliest land was granted by the Conn. General Court to town
Proprietors.

Proprietors distributed the land within the town.

Records are held on the town level

o The only exception are the border towns of Woodstock and Suffield which were once
part of Massachusetts.

FamilySearch has microfilmed deeds on the town level through 1900 in most
towns.

There is no statewide or county index to deeds.



Search  Events

. A National Center for Family History,
E} American Ancestors. Heritage & gul'ture o v
Join/Renew  Give 10 Mi
Home Database Search
Search Database
[ 9

Hartford, CT: General Index of Land Records of the Town of Hartford, 1639-1839

[JExact Search [ Soundex

First Name Last Name
First/Middle/[Maiden] names Last Name

Years Location [JExact Location
From To e.g. Boston, Massachusetts

Keywords
Enter terms or words

Family Members (Father/Mother/Spouse)

‘A”Y "‘ First and Middle Names Last Name

+ Add family members +

www.americanancestors.org




Maine Land Records

Maine deeds are recorded on the county level by the
Registrar of Deeds

Cumberland Co. Land records were not destroyed.

First 18 vols. York County Deeds covering all Maine to
1736 were published by the state from 1887-1910
on AmericanAncestors.org

Some land dealt with through the Land Office in Maine
after 1820.



above Wnting Wells Febry the Eighth 1721/2 —
John Wheelwright John Gray Quor Unus Just Pacis In Perpetuam Rer Memoriam
A true Copy of the Original Received August 20. 1730
Attest: Jos : Moody Reg’

To all People to whom these Presents shall come Greeting Know ye that we John Watson
Watson & & Jabez Dorman of Arundel in the County of York wathan lus Ma)¥* Province &c¢
Dorman Yeomen for & in Consideration of the Sum of Eleven Pounds to us in Hand before
Te Pukins the Ensealing hereof well & truly paid by Thomas
Perkins [Jur¥] of the Town & County afores? Yeoman the Receipt whereof we do acknowledge & our
selves therewith fully satisfied & contented & thereof do exonerate acquat & discharge the s? Thomas
Perkins has Heirs Exec™ Admin®™ for ever by these Presents have given granted bargained sold aliened
conveved & confirmed & by these Presents freely fully absolutely give grant bargain aliene convey &
confirm unto him the s9 Thomas Perkins his Heirs & Assigns for ever all our Right Title Interest
Claam Challenge or Demand We have had or ought to have by Virtue of any Deed or Grant
whatsoever unto a Parcel of Upland or Tract of Land situate lyving & being in Arundel afores? known
by the Name of Monteque Islands Bounded Westwardly by a Ditch & Creek Northwardly by Marsh
now in the Possession of the s9 Watson & Dorman Eastwardly by a Creek & Ditch to the Flats or Salt
Water Cove which is the South Bounds of the s4 Land To have & to hold the s9 granted and bargained
Premusses with the Appurces Priviledges & Commodities to the same belonging or in any wise apper
— or belonging To lum the s Thomas Perkins his Heirs & Assigns for ever To his & their proper
Use Benefit & Behoofe for ever — And that the s9 Thomas Perkins his Heirs & Assigns shall & may
from Time to Time & at all Times for ever hereafter by Force & Virtue of these Presents lawfully

York County Deeds Published
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New Hampshire Deeds

Masonian Proprietary Period 1629-1641 New Hampshire Provincial and
State Papers (Vols. 29).

Original Town charters from the 17% and 18" century can be found in the New
Hampshire Provincial and State Papers (Vols. 27-28).

New Hampshire Provincial and State Papers online on University of
New Hampshire web site and HathiTrust

Massachusetts Era 1641-1679



University of New Hampshire
Scholars Repository Home UNHLibrary About FAQ MyAccount

SEARCH Home > DIGITAL_COLLECTIONS > NH_STATE_PUBS > PROPAPERS

Submissions from 2004
Enter search terms: . .
AP NH Provincial and State Papers Index, Frank Mayer

| Search

. Submissions from 1943
in this series v

& POF New Hampshire court records, 1640-1692, Court papers, 1652-1668, State papers vol, 40, Ne

Advanced Search Han

Notify me via email or RSS Submissions from 1941

BPDE  Probate records of the province of New Hampshire vol, 8 1767-177] state papers series vol, 39, Ne
Hampshire. Probate Court
BROWSE
Collections Submissions from 1940
BPDE  Probate records of the province of New Hampshire vol 8 1764-1767 state papers series vol, 38, Ne:

Disciplines

Authors

CONTRIBUTORS

Author FAQ

Submissions from 1939

WJAPOF  Probate records of the province of New Hampshire vol. 7 1760-1763 sta

Submissions from 1938

MEDE  Probate records of the province of New Hampst

s
n

Submissions from 1936

J POF Probat

pshirevol.51

A name index compiled by Frank C. Mevers is able from the N.H. Secretary of State website Hamr e P

https://scholars.unh.edu/propapers




New Hampshire State Papers Index

A
Abbe, Ichabod XxXX:309
Joseph XXIV:231
Thomas XXIV:454
Abbets, Joseph XXVI:527
Abbey, Joseph XXXTI:599
Abbit * See Abbott
Abbot, Abiel VIII:410, 414, 465, 545, 739, 763; XV:529; XXX:159
Abraham XV:751
Amos XV:405
Bancroft Xv:592
Benjamin IX:402; Xv:87, 510; XVII:3
Beriah Xv:608, 729; XxvI:210, 239, 277, 501
Chandler XV:515
David VIII:264; 1IX:64; XVI:785
Ebenezer XV:612, 731
Edward Jr. VI:479
Elias Xv:129, 185, 698; XVI:105, 147, 530
Ephraim IX:759; Xv:185, 515
Ezra Xv:129, 185, 515
George IX:141; Xv:210, 212, 595, 720; XvVI:204, 272,
803, 804; XXVIII:378, 380
Isaac XV:129
Jacob VII:453, 470, 597, 692, 778; VIII:50, 57, 79, 10e,
133, 139, 149, 174, 183, 185, 320, passim, 338,
399, 841, 852, 951, 956, 966; XVI:114, 145, 157,
880, 881, 882; XVIII:807
James XV:592
Jeremiah VIII:607; Xv:175, 268, 271, 274, 275, 419, 514;
XvI:88, 93, 255, 501, 604, 882
Jesse XVv:185, 234
Joab VII:514
Joel XVI:694




(RanKin)Renn;ns, Samael

land in Londofderry

Provincial Deed & Probate Index
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All Provincial Deeds before 1771 are
registered in Rockingham County, N.H.



Rhode Island Land Records

The earliest land grants were made by the colony. The records of these grants
are known as "land evidences" are held at the Rhode Island State Archives.

The Rhode Island General Assembly granted land to groups who in turn
became Proprietors of that town.

Some early grants and land transfers were recorded in Proceedings of the General
Assembly, 1646 to 1851, located at the Rhode Island State Archives and online
on FamilySearch.

Rhode Island Deeds are recorded on the town level.



Vermont Land Records

The earliest land owners in Vermont were town
Proprietors.

Some early Vermont land recorded 1688-1786 appears in
Secretary of State. New York Land Patents 1688-1786:
Covering Land Included in the State of Vermont (Vol. 7).

Land Grants 1778-1881 were published in Secretary of
State, Petitions for Grants of Land 1778-1881. State Papers
of Vermont, (Vol. 5). The petitions lists the location,
property, and the reason purpose for the petition.

Vermont land deeds are recorded at the town level.



,_}5. o . )
g{ FamilySearch  Family Tree Search Memories Indexing Activities @ 3 O a Melanie McCor

Records Genealogies Catalog Books Wiki

New York land patents 1688-1786 : covering land now included in the
state of Vermont (not including military patents)

STATE PAPERS OF Title No 63489
VERMONT

Creator Vermont. Secretary of State
Nye, Mary Greene

Language English
i NEW YORK LAND PATENTS
: 16881786 eng
: COVERING LAND NOW INCLUDED IN THE STATE OF en
VERMONT
PR —
Publisked by Anthorizy Subject Vermont - Land and property
by
RAWSON C. MYRICK
g Secazvany or Svare Extent 537 P'
) 47
- Page Count 537
Edited by = T
MARY GREENE NYE Owning Houston Public Library
Institution
Publisher Digital FamilySearch International
Access Level Public
= -~

www.familysearch.org
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Searching the FamilySearch
Catalog
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Searching on
AmericanAncestors.org
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Review

Probates and land deeds are invaluable
records to help confirm family
relationships.

Search for probate records for extended
family outside of your ancestors. Their
records may reveal the details you've been
seeking.

Pay close attention to any witnesses,
abutting neighbors, guardians, and more.

Seek out land deeds in all of the locations
where your ancestors lived.



QUESTIONS?

Schedule a consultation
consultations@americanancestors.org

Hire Research Services
research@americanancestors.org




Book a one-on-one
consultation with

a genealogist and

receive help with your
family history research!
AmericanAncestors.org/ @ scan v
Expert-Help/Consultations Bl




THANK YOU!
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