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Chris Child has worked for various departments at American 
Ancestors since 1997 and became a full-time employee in July 
2003. He has been a member of American Ancestors since the age 
of eleven. He has written several articles in American 
Ancestors, e New England Historical and Genealogical Register, 
and e Mayflower Descendant. He is the co-editor of e Ancestry 
of Catherine Middleton (American Ancestors, 2011), co-author 
of e Descendants of Judge John Lowell of Newburyport, 

Massachusetts (Newbury Street Press, 2011) and Ancestors and Descendants of George Rufus and 
Alice Nelson Pratt (Newbury Street Press, 2013), and author of e Nelson Family of Rowley, 
Massachusetts (Newbury Street Press, 2014). Chris holds a B.A. in history from Drew University 
in Madison, New Jersey. His areas of expertise include southern New England, especially 
Connecticut; New York; ancestry of notable figures, especially presidents; genetics and genealogy; 
African-American and Native-American genealogy, 19th and 20th Century research, westward 
migrations out of New England, and applying to hereditary societies. Chris has lectured on these 
topics and edits the genetics and genealogy column for American Ancestors. 

 

Jen Shakshober, Senior Researcher 
 
Jen earned a dual B.A. in English and Economics from Westfield 
State University, an M.F.A. in Creative Nonfiction from 
Bennington College, an M.L.I.S. in Archives Management from 
Simmons University, and a certificate in Genealogical Research 
from Boston University. In 2018, she completed a graduate 
internship at Old Sturbridge Village's Research Library, where 
she arranged an early nineteenth century manuscript collection. 
Her areas of expertise include Massachusetts, Connecticut, 

Vermont, North Carolina, Virginia, and Maryland. 


