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Else Churchill, Genealogist, Society of Genealogists, UK 

Class 1: Hopping the Pond: Some Ideas 
and Sources for Americans Researching 
Their British Ancestors Before 1700

17th-Century English Research

Meet today’s presenter

Else Churchill
Genealogist, Society of Genealogists, UK

17th Century English Research – Hopping the Pond

England in the 17th Century

17th Century problems  “Commonwealth Gap,”

Migration to the Americas – Where did they come from? Where did they go?  

Gentry and 17th Century Heraldic Visitations etc

Preparatory searches - What has been done before?

Archives and Repositories that can help
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What to read?

4

Ancestral Trails – Mark Herber

Tracing your Ancestors in the National Archives . The Website and Beyond - Amanda Bevan

Early Modern Genealogy . Researching your Family History 1600-1838 – Paul Chambers 

Tracing Your Ancestors from 1066-1837 A guide for Family Historians – Jonathan Oates

Tracing Rural Ancestors . A Guide for Family Historians – Jonathon Brown

My Ancestor was an Agricultural Labourer – Ian Waller

My Ancestors were Londoners – Cliff Webb

My Ancestor was  an Apprentice – Stuart A Raymond

My Ancestor was a Gentleman – Stuart A Raymond

Tracing Your Ancestors in County  Records – Stuart A Raymond

Tracing History through Title Deeds – Nat Alcock

Tracing Your Ancestors through the Equity Courts – Susan Moore

The Civil War and Interregnum: Sources for Local Historians – G E Aylmer and J S Morrill

What to read?

• The Story of England. A Village and its People through the whole of English History – Michael Wood

• 1603 A Turning Point in British History – Christopher Lee

• A Companion to Stuart Britain – ed Barry Coward

• A Social History of England 1500-1750 – Keith Wrightson

• English Society 1680-1680 - Keith Wrightson

• The Family and the English Revolution – Chris Durston

• Fire from Heaven. Life in an English Town in the Seventeenth Century – David Underdown

• The Blazing World – A New History of Revolutionary England  - Jonathan Healey

• London Lives : Poverty Crime and the Making of a Modern City – Tim Hitchcock & Robert Shoemaker

• The Weaker Vessel. Woman’s lot in 17th Century England – Antonia Fraser

• The English Civil War. A Peoples History  - Diane Purkiss

• The English Civil War at First Hand – Tristram Hunt

• Remembering the English Civil Wars –Lloyd Brown & Marl Stoyle

• Going to the Wars. The Experience of  the English Civil Wars 1639-1651 – Charles Carlton

• The English Civil Wars: Local Aspects – R C Richardson

• A Free Republic. Life in Cromwell’s England – Alison Plowden 

• The Restless Republic. Britain Without a Crown – Anna Keay

• Devil-Land: England Under Siege, 1588-1688 – Clare Jackson

• God, Duty & Community in English Economic Life 1660-1720 – Brodie Waddell

• Time Traveller’s Guide to Restoration Britain – Ian Mortimer

• Restoration London – Liza Piccard

• Concise Pepys Diary

• Coffers. Clysters, Comfrey and Coifs – The Lives of our 17th Century Ancestors – Janet Few

• Global Crisis:  War Climate Change & Catastrophe in the Seventeenth Century – Geoffrey Parker
5

What to Read

• Women’s Worlds in Seventeenth-Century England  - Patricia 
Crawford and Laura Gowing

• Common Bodies. Women Touch and Power in Seventeenth-
Century England - Laura Gowing

• Domestic Dangers. Women, Words and Sex in Early Modern 
London – Laura Gowing

• Ingenious Trade . Women and Work in Seventeenth Century 
London – Laura Gowing

• Working Lives of  Women in the Seventeenth Century – Alice 
Clark

• Women in Early Modern England 1550-1700 – Jaqueline Eales

• Women and Property  in Early Modern England – Amy Louise 
Erickson

• The English Family 1450-1700 – Ralph Houlbrouke

• Birth Marriage & Death. Ritual Religion and Life Cycle in Tudor 
and Stuart England – David Cressy
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How to Read
Palaeography
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You Tube - 17th Century crash courses videos
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Podcasts

Academic – Seminars, Blogs

Useful 17th Century 
Timelines
http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/british/timeline/civilwars_ti
meline_noflash.shtml

.
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The Parish and 
the Poor

County Towns in England 1662
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Who 
governed the 
lives of 17th

century 
ancestors?

• The Vestry and Parish Officials – incumbent, overseers of 
the poor, churchwardens, constable

• The Diocese and Archdeacon – Prerogative (Archbishops), 
Consistory (Bishops) & Archdeaconry Church Courts, 
proctors, summoners, apparators

• Quarter Session & Assize Courts – criminal courts –
justices of the peace & magistrates

• Manorial Courts – customary lores and laws of the manor              
lord of the manor, steward or reeve, jury, constable 

• Civil/Equity & Prerogative Courts – courts of chancery, 
exchequer, requests, star chamber, wards & liveries, high 
commission 

• The State – State Papers 

The Commonwealth Gap?

In time of Warre, people made use of whom they could get,
without minister,clark or bell St Mary’s Reading, PRs 1641-2

“Confused times of war occasioned some confusion 
in the register”
St Giles Reading, PRs 1646

In the time of the Civil Wars he was, by the power 
of the sword, violently kept out of his living from 
1646 till Michaelmas 1660, when by Law he was 
Restored and in that compass of time the register had 
been kept very imperfectly
Memorandum in PRs  by Mr Antram, Vicar of Helton, Dorset 
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Migration to the Colonies

Who went?

When did they go?

Where did they go to and from?

Why did they go?

Total Immigration to US to 1790

“The Source: A Guidebook to American Genealogy” ed  Loretto Dennis Szucs   

Emigration to Americas 
Chronology 1600s

• 1607 Jamestown, VA founded by English colonists

• 1609 Bermuda colonised

• 1620 Mayflower carrying Pilgrims arrives in Massachusetts

• 1627 Barbados

• 1629-1640 The Great Migration - Puritans migrate to New England

• 1634 Lord Baltimore founded Maryland as haven for English 
Catholics

• 1642 Outbreak of Civil War in England brought decrease of Puritan 
migration

• 1650s Royalist sympathisers escape Parliament to Colonies and 
Americas

• 1660 Charles II  restored to the Monarchy and officially discourages 
emigration from England 

• 1670s English Courtiers settle in the proprietary colonies of the 
Carolinas

• 1681 Quakers founded Pennsylvania

• 1697 Slave trade monopoly of Royal African Company ended – slave 
trade expands rapidly

25

26

27

Class 1: 17th-Century English Research



5/30/2025

10

Migrants to 
America

Migrants to America had many different reasons to cross the Atlantic.

• Voluntarily or Under Duress?.

• Religious, political and economic motives. 

• Migration might be the entrepreneurial founders of the Virginia company 
who  brought indentured labourers to work in return for land

• Religious migrants came  to New England as part of the Great Migration

• Royalists fled after defeat in the Civil War. 

• Charles II  restored to the Monarchy on 1660 officially discourages 
emigration from England but the 1670s saw English Courtiers settle in the 
proprietary colonies of the Carolinas. In 1681 Quakers founded 
Pennsylvania and in 1697 the slave trade monopoly of Royal African 
Company ended – slave trade expands rapidly

Four Folk 
Pathways to 

America 

• The Exodus of the English 
Puritans 1620-1641

• East Anglia to 
Massachusetts 

• Distressed Cavaliers  and 
Indentured Servants to 
Virginia 1642-1675

• South and West of 
England to Virginia 

• The Friends (Quaker 
Migration) 1675-1725

• North Midlands to 
the Delaware

• The Flight from North 
Britain 1717-1775

• Borderlands to the 
Back Country

The Great Migration

• The Exodus of the English Puritans 1620-
1641
• East Anglia to Massachusetts 
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Distressed Cavaliers  
and Indentured 

Servants to Virginia 
1642-1675

- South and West of 
England to Virginia • available at Archive.org

The Friends 
(Quaker 
Migration) 1675-
1725
North Midlands 
to the Delaware
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The Immigrant Servants Database | 
Price Genealogy

https://virtualjamestown.org/indent
ures/search_indentures.html

https://earlysettlers.msa.maryland.g
ov/

https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/Proj
ect:British_Indentured_Servitude

Indentured Servants Register 1718-1822
The register gives names and destination for 
servants going to the colonies. The young 
boys and girls listed are going to Maryland , 
Pennsylvania and Jamaica

• This register contains names & surnames of those who 
voluntarily contracted & bound themselves to go beyond the 
seas into H.M. Colonies & Plantations in America, & certified 
to Sessions according to the directions of the statute. It 
contains c. 3600 entries; for the same period there are c. 
1894 memoranda of agreements & for 1733-1759 a further 
c. 1185 [see separate card for details of these agreements, 
1718-59]. A few agreements are not entered in the register.

• Reference Code: CLA/047/LR/05/02/006; FROM 
COLLECTION: CITY OF LONDON SESSIONS records at TLA

• Microfilmed. Virginia Colonial Records Project, 1961. For a 
discussion of the contents of the register & a list of 
indentured servants, see Emigrants to America, Indentured 
Servants Recruited in London 1718-33 by J. Wareing  See also

• 'Apprentices to Foreign Plantations': a list of references to 
those bound as indentured servants to service in plantations 
[mainly America and West Indies] extracted from Waiting 
Books Vols. 13 and 14. Compiled by P.W. Coldham

• Reference Code: CLA/047/LR/05/02/013; FROM TLA  
COLLECTION: CITY OF LONDON SESSIONS 

Not everyone “transported” to America was a criminal

Three orphan boys, William Gentleman, William Jones and Thomas Hathorne were 
living rough on the streets of the City in 1684. Many children, who had no-one to 
look after them, ended up in the same situation. However, a scheme had been set up 
to send street children to America as servants. In 1684, the Lord Mayor, offered the 
boys a deal. They could go to America  as servants to new master, John Lightfoot, the 
Virginian Planter  or be punished. 

• William Gentleman agreed to serve Lightfoot for
fifteen years 

• William Jones for twelve years

• Thomas Hathorne for ten years 

The time they served would be measured from the date of their arrival in Virginia. 
Each boy was given his indenture, or apprenticeship agreement, to keep safely. From 
now on they were indentured servants

The story following their journey from London streets to Virginia and life on the 
plantations can be found on Packed Off to America. An online exhibition  illustrating 
documents from the London Archives

Page From the Lord Mayor's Waiting Book, 1684  
London Archives CLA/004
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Involuntary (Convict) Transportation

37

1615 and 1699 c. 2,300 convicts to the American colonies (that we know of)

1700s-1776 52,200 convicts mostly to Virginia and Maryland (which suggests a 
sizable minority went elsewhere)

Abuses to system of indentured servitude as early as 1630s – Kidnap of the 
poor and desperate

“inveigling, purloining, carrying and stealing away of boys, maids and other 
persons and transporting them beyond the seas without any knowledge”

Assize and 
Quarter Session 

Court Criminal 
Transportations 

to America

• Surname & Christian name(s) where given in 
the original

• Parish of origin (where none is shown the 
original bills of indictment should be 
consulted)

• Occupation or status most often shown as 
“labourer” in original documents and therefore 
not transcribed

• Sentencing court, offence, and month and year 
of sentence

• Month, year and ship (if shown) on which 
transported

• Place, month and year (if known) landed in 
America

• English county in which sentenced 

• Additional detail has been given only when it 
appears to be of special interest

Few Passenger Lists

Most important survival 1634-5 from London Port Books 1635

Licences to Pass Overseas 1635 – TNA E 157 and are known correctly as the Registers of licences to pass beyond the seas, 1573-1677 original 
images on Findmypast

• A good proportion of these are soldiers, including mercenaries, taking the oath of allegiance before departing English shores to serve in the 
Low Countries with the Protestant side during the Dutch Revolt. However, others are unemployed or under-employed artisans looking for 
work (for example, weavers), or people visiting family and friends, or simply travelling for the pleasures of touring itself. Others are 
Protestant refugees from the Low Countries visiting relatives. 

• After 1609, all travellers over the age of 18 had to take an oath of allegiance to the monarch, which was registered by the Clerk of the 
Passes and led to the issuing of a licence. There was an expectation that the licence would be used quickly and, indeed, some were time-
limited and required return to England within a specific period of time. The dates shown in the records are the date of the oath or the date 
of issue of the licence – not the date of actual departure.

• The records showing  more than 5000 passengers licensed to embark to the Americas are tremendously rare early survivals. We see parties 
bound, for example, for Barbados, Bermuda, Boston, New England (Boston, MA), Charles Town, New England (Charlestown, MA), New
England, Providence Island Colony , Salem, New England (Salem, MA),St Kitt’s (St Christopher),  Maryland, and for Virginia, mostly within 
the 1630s but with some outliers such as 1677.

See

The Complete Book of Emigrants 1607-1660 etc

The Original Lists of Persons of Quality

Planters of the Commonwealth
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Check the Literature

Read Peter Wilson Coldham’s Books!

41

Peter Wilson Coldham 
books searchable on Ancestry

42
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Complete 
Book of 
Emigrants 
1661-1699

Common Questions
My Ancestors Arrived 
in New England 
in 1635 
or Virginia in 1623

Where did they come from?

Identify the 
Individual
Who?

What?

When?

Where?

• Search FamilySearch and other 
online sites

• Try localisation techniques using 
earlier and later generations

• Any research done before?

• Family - Association - Network?

43
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Do Your Preparatory Literature Searches
What’s already been done?

Know as much as 
you can about 
your identified 
17thC ancestor

1

Know what 
research has gone 
before

2

Read everything 
published  online, 
in books and  
journals 

3

Exhaust the local 
resources from 
local US archives  
and archives

4

Exhaust lineage 
and local 
genealogical 
societies

5

Read Bob 
Anderson’s Books

48
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Useful English 
Genealogical 

Bibliographies

• The Genealogist’s Guide by G W Marshall, 1903

• A Genealogical Guide by J B Whitmore, 1953

• A Catalogue of British Family Histories by T R Thomson, 
1922

• The Genealogist’s Guide by G B Barrow, 1977

G W Marshall
The Genealogist’s Guide
(To 1903)
on SoG Data Online 
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Ormerod’s 
History of 
Cheshire

Published 
Pedigrees
Peerages

see 
https://www.the
peerage.com/

• Barlow's Peerage 1772    British Compendium 1726, 1746

• Burkes Family Index 1976 Burkes Dormant & Extinct Peerages 1883

• Burkes Peerage, Baronetage & Knightage 1828-2003 (107th ed), 

• Collins' Peerage (ed. by Bridges)

• Complete Peerage - George Edward Cokayne (GEC)  ed Vicary Gibbs et al 1910-40

• Debrett's Peerage & Baronetage 1805-2008

• Dodd's Peerage, 1878, 1897, 1944 Edmondson's Present Peerage, 1785

• English Compendium 1753,1761 Foster's Peerage, Baronetage & Knightage, 1880, 1883

• Lodge's Genealogy of the British Peerage & Baronetage,1832, 1857

• Nicolas's Peerage 1825, 1857

• Pine's New extinct Peerage Ridgeway's Peerage 1847-1869

• Sharpe's Peerage, 1830 Stockdale's Peerage, 1816-1832

• Whitakers Peerage, Baronetage, Knightage & Companionage 1910-1933

• The Scots  Peerage 1904, 

• The Peerage of Scotland 1767, 1790

• Lodge's Peerage of Ireland 1789

Collected 
Genealogies and 
Reference Works

• Hertfordshire families: The Victoria history of the 
counties of England: History of Hertfordshire 
genealogical volume

• Joseph Foster’s Yorkshire Pedigrees

• Howard & Crisp’s Visitations of England and Wales

• William Berry’s County Genealogies

• Berks, Bucks, Essex, Hants, Herts, Kent, 
Sussex, Surrey
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QUESTIONS?

HUSBANDMAN

A husbandman in England in the Middle Ages and the early modern 
period was a free tenant farmer, or a small landowner. The social 
status of a husbandman was below that of a yeoman. The meaning 
of “husband” in this term is “master of the house” rather than 
“married man”. According to anthropologist Charles Partridge, in 
England, “Husbandman is a term denoting not rank but occupation… 
Knights, esquires, gentlemen and yeomen were also husbandmen if 
occupied in agriculture, but were never styled husbandmen because 
of their right to be styled knights, etc. The agriculturist who had no 
right to be styled Knight or esquire or gentleman, and who, not 
being a forty-shilling freeholder, was not a yeoman, was described 
as husbandman.“

Wikipedia

• It has also been used to mean a practitioner of animal husbandry

YEOMAN

• Yeomen farmers owned land (freehold, leasehold or copyhold). 

• "a person qualified by possessing free land of 40/- (shillings) annual [feudal] value, 
and who can serve on juries and vote for a Knight of the Shire. 

• “a small landowner, a farmer of the middle classes" 

• Yeoman would not normally have less than 100 acres" (40 hectares) "and in social 
status is one step down from the Landed gentry, but above, say, a husbandman".

• hard to distinguish minor landed gentry from the wealthier yeomen, and wealthier 
husbandmen from the poorer yeomen. 

• constables of their parish, and sometimes chief constables of the district, shire or 
hundred. Many yeomen held the positions of bailiffs for the High Sheriff or for the 
shire or hundred. 

• churchwarden, bridge warden, and other warden duties.; overseer for his parish;  
constable and bailiff

• Yeomen often filled ranging, roaming, surveying, and policing roles. In districts 
remoter from landed gentry and burgesses, yeomen held more official power: this is 
attested in statutes of the reign of Henry VIII (reigned 1509–1547), indicating yeomen 
along with knights and squires as leaders for certain purposes.  

Wikipedia
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LANDED 
GENTRY

• The landed gentry, or simply the gentry, is a largely historical British social 
class consisting in theory of landowners who could live entirely from rental 
income, or at least had a country estate. It belonged to Aristocracy, but was 
distinct from, and socially "below", British Nobility or Peerage, although in 
fact some of the landed gentry were wealthier than some peers, and many 
gentry were related to peers. They often worked as administrators of their 
own lands, while others became public, political, religious, and armed forces 
figures. The decline of this privileged class largely stemmed from the 1870s 
agricultural depression; however, there are still many hereditary gentry in 
the UK to this day, many of whom transferred their landlord-style 
management skills after the agricultural depression into the business of land 
agency, the act of buying and selling land. 

• The designation "landed gentry" originally referred exclusively to 
members of the upper class who were landlords and also commoners in the 
British sense – that is, they did not hold peerages – but usage became more 
fluid over time. Similar or analogous social systems of landed gentry also 
sprang up in countries that maintained a colonial system; the term is 
employed in many British colonies such as the Colony of Virginia and some 
parts of India. By the late 19th century, the term was also applied to peers 
such as the Duke of Westminster who lived on landed estates. The book 
series Burke's Landed Gentry recorded the members of this class. Successful 
burghers often used their accumulated wealth to buy country estates, with 
the aim of establishing themselves as landed gentry. 

Backbone of the 
County
• Wills

• Estate Records

• Manorial Courts and Records
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Published Pedigrees
Gentry
Although not part of the peerage these works follow on from the peerage works and 
act as a bridge into the biographical reference works

• Burke's Authorised Arms, 1860, 1863

• Burke's Visitations of Seats & Arms, 1855-8

• Burke's Colonial Gentry 1839

• Burke's Handbook of the British Empire

• Burke's Commoners 1836, 

• Burke's Landed Gentry 1839 (1st ed) – 2005 (19thed)

• Burke's Landed Gentry of Ireland 1898-1958

• Kelly's Upper Ten Thousand/ Handbook to the Titled, Landed & Official Classes 
1875-1977

• Walford's County Families 1860-1920

• Complete Baronetage
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Heraldic Visitations 16th & 17th Centuries

• MOST IMPORTANT  source of genealogical information for 
armigerous minor gentry  and those middle-class families who  
prospered by buying land and property (and status) after the 
dissolution of monasteries after the 1530s

• Visitation records at College of Arms, copies occasionally at BL in 
Harleian Manuscripts 

• Often published by the
Harleian Society – e.g. London visitations 1568, 1593,1634,1666 and 
1687

Derbyshire, 1611, 1634, 1662-4

See 

Cecil R Humphery-Smith Armigerous Ancestors

An Index to the Pedigrees and Arms Contained in the Heralds’ 
Visitations – Richard Simms

Visitation Pedigrees and the Genealogist – George Squib

Heralds and Genealogy by Patric Dickinson : Genealogist's Magazine 21 
5 145-9 Mar 1984 Ormerod’s History of Cheshire drawn from 

Heraldic Visitation Pedigrees

65

Reproduction of the pedigree of Vavasour of Weston, from a 
published version of Sir Robert Glover’s Visitation of Yorkshire 
1584/85 by Joseph Foster (1875), with their Blazon (Or, a fesse 
dancettee sable, in chief 2 mullets of 6 points sable).
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Links to online copies of 
Heralds Visitations on 
Medieval Genealogy 
website
http://www.medievalge
nealogy.org.uk/sources/
visitations.shtml
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Visitation of 
London 1687, 
Harleian Society 
NS vol 16/17
Visitation of 
Middlesex 1663
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Periodicals

Older Antiquarian and Genealogical Periodicals in the Society of Genealogists Library

The history of Genealogy as a subject can be discovered in the older antiquarian and genealogical 
periodicals found in the upper library. Most were edited by distinguished genealogists and 
scholars of their day but some were, shall we say, a little less academically robust in their 
accuracy?  These journals reflect the interest of their editors, their whims and indeed the feuds 
that persisted within a select field. The biographies of some of the editors, found updated in the 
New Dictionary of National Biography, are enlightening. 

The titles are arranged alphabetically by title on the shelves and range from periodicals published 
in the eighteenth century to the twentieth century. The hand-out shows, where possible, the 
editors, when they were published and whether the genealogical information they contain on at 
least three generations of families has been listed in the bibliographies compiled by either George 
Marshall in The Genealogist’s Guide (1903) or J B Whitmore in A Genealogical Guide or have been 
described by Stuart Raymond in his bibliographic work British Genealogical Periodicals. A 
Bibliography of their Contents -

Vol.1 The Ancestor; Collectanea Topographica et Genealogica; Topographer & 
Genealogist

Vol.2 The Genealogist

Vol.3 Miscellanea Genealogica et Heraldica

Vol.4 Supplement 1: British Genealogy in Miscellaneous Journals

76
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Scholarly 
Genealogical 

Journals

• The Ancestor - ed. Oswald Baron, 12 vols & index 1902-05. (indexed - Whitmore/Raymond). 

• Collectanea Genealogica - ed. Joseph Foster, 1881-5 vols 1-3 (indexed - Marshall). 

• Collectanea Topographica et Genealogica - ed. John Gough Nichols, 1834-43, Vols 1-8, (indexed - Marshall/Raymond)..

• Genealogical Magazine: A Journal of Family History, Heraldry & Pedigrees, 1897-1904. Vols 1-7. Indexed - Whitmore)

• The Genealogical Quarterly - eds various inc. Henry de Lavel Walter & Christopher Telford, of 52 Lincolns Inn Fields, 
1932-1970. Indexed - Whitmore)

• Genealogical Queries & Memoranda - ed. George Tudor Sherwood, 1896-1899. (Precursor of the Pedigree Register). 

• The Genealogist - ed. G W Marshall, 1877-1922, vols 1-7, NS 1-38, (indexed - Whitmore/Marshall/Raymond/Bernau). 

• The Genealogists Magazine 1925 - date (indexed - Whitmore). 

• The Herald & Genealogist - ed. John Gough Nichols, 1863-1874 (indexed - Marshall). 

• Miscellanea, Genealogica et Heraldica - eds. inc. Joseph Jackson Howard & A W Hughes Clark, 1868-1938, vols 1-2, NS 1-
4, 2S 1-5, 3S 1-5, 4S 1-4, 5S 1-10 (indexed - Marshall/Whitmore/Raymond). 

• The Northern Genealogist - ed. Alfred Gibson, 1895-1903, (Largely extracts from many records notably northern wills & 
marriage licences etc, there are not very many pedigrees. Indexed - Marshall)

• The Pedigree Register - ed. George F Tudor Sherwood, 1907-16, 3 vols, (

• Topographer - ed. Sir Samuel Egerton Brydges and Stebbing Shaw, 1789-91 (indexed -Marshall). 

• Topographer & Genealogist - ed. John Gough Nichols 1846-58, vols 1-3 (indexed - Whitmore/Raymond). 

Who 
governed 
the lives of 
17th century 
ancestors?

• The Vestry and Parish Officials – incumbent, overseers of 
the poor, churchwardens, constable

• The Diocese and Archdeacon – Prerogative (Archbishops), 
Consistory (Bishops) & Archdeaconry Church Courts, 
proctors, summoners, apparators

• Quarter Session & Assize Courts – criminal courts –
justices of the peace & magistrates

• Manorial Courts – customary lores and laws of the manor              
lord of the manor, steward or reeve, jury, constable 

• Civil/Equity Courts – courts of chancery, exchequer, 
requests, star chamber, wards & liveries 

• The State – State Papers 
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Breakthroughs Will Come!

• Any breakthrough towards new discoveries 
will come from greater access to previously 
uncatalogued and/or unindexed sources 
such Chancery and other Equity Courts, Tax 
records, Manorial and Ecclesiastical Courts, 
Petitions etc. etc.  …  as they become more 
readily available, catalogued and name 
indexed!!  

• Make regular visits to TNA Discovery 
catalogue and websites/catalogue of the 
appropriate local English County Record 
Office
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QUESTIONS?
Schedule a consultation

consultations@americanancestors.org

AmericanAncestors.org/17th-century-english-research-2025

THANK YOU!
AmericanAncestors.org

88

89

90

Class 1: 17th-Century English Research




