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Overview
 Brief History of Newspapers

Types of Newspaper Articles

 Search Tips

Newspaper Collections
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History
• 1566 – Handwritten news sheets in 

Venice. War and politics was the 
focus.

• 1609 – First printed newspapers 
published weekly in Germany. 
Reported foreign news.

• Post-1695 – English relaxed 
censorship on newspapers, with more 
papers published in London as well as 
in American colonies like Boston and 
Philadelphia.

• 1830's – High speed presses were able 
to print newspapers at a cheaper cost.

Title page of the Relation aller Fürnemmen und 
gedenckwürdigen Historien from 1609 (Wikimedia 
Commons)
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Birth Announcements
• List parents and location where baby was born
– Parents’ residence may be listed
– Later obituaries may list the hospital where baby 

was born when hospitalization became more 
common
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Birth Announcement Example

Salina Evening Journal - 26 Aug. 1919 (Newspapers.com)
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Engagement Announcements
• Details can include the following:
– Couple’s parents’ names
– Residence of the couple
– Upcoming wedding date (if date was set)
– Occupation/education of the couple
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Engagement Announcement 
Example

The Bridgeport Post – 22 Aug. 1954 
(Newspapers.com)
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Bridal Shower Articles
• Bridal shower details were quite detailed - hosted 

by close family or friends

• Guests usually include relatives
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Bridal Shower Example Charlottetown Guardian – 9 Feb. 1929 
(islandnewspapers.ca)
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Marriage Announcements
• In lieu of a long write-up, these are typically 

shorter, but include the following details:
– Date of marriage
– Parents
– Residence
– Where couple married
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Marriage Announcement 
Example

Drogheda Argus and Leinster 
Journal – 2 Dec. 1905 
(Findmypast.com)

Research Getaway in Boston: Filling in the Dash: Uncovering Ancestral Stories

©American Ancestors, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 11



Wedding Articles
• Information about the couples’ families

• Where and when the wedding took place

• Who was in the bride’s and groom’s wedding party

• The guests in attendance

• What the bride wore

• Where the couple will 
honeymoon

• Future residence of the couple
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Wedding Article Example Charlottetown Guardian – 25 Feb. 
1920 (islandnewspapers.ca)
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Obituaries
• Include the following:
– Details on the deceased's parents 

• sometimes mentioning their full names
– Siblings
– Spouse
– Children
– Other surviving relatives 

• ex. Grandchildren, nieces, nephews
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Obituaries Cont'd
• Details of the death are noted
– Date of death
– Location where ancestor died 

• Sometimes hometown is noted
– Cause of death in some cases

• Could be a mention to a "long illness"
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Obituaries Cont'd
• Funeral home arrangements
– Were flowers accepted or were donations asked?
– For donations, what organization were funds 

requested for?
• This may be a crucial clue into your ancestor's health or 

membership associations

• Location for services and burial
– Family’s house of worship mentioned?
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Obituary Example (1884)

Herald – 16 Apr. 1884. Accessed from Library and 
Archives Canada microfilm.
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Obituary Example (1957)

Drogheda Independent –
17 Aug. 1957 (Irish 
Newspaper Archives)
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Funeral Announcements
• Following the death there is an article that may give 

specifics on the funeral ceremony:
– Was it well attended? 
– Who were the pallbearers?
– Place and date of burial
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Funeral Announcement 
Example

Charlottetown Guardian – 21 Nov. 1942 
(islandnewspapers.ca)
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Crime Articles
• Newspapers carry a 

wide variety of 
articles about local 
crimes
– Recap on event
– Witness stories
– Trial proceedings

St. Louis Post-Dispatch – 24 
May 1934 
(Newspapers.com)
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The Meriden Journal, 8 Jan. 1917, p. 3. 
Accessed on www.newspapers.com
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Marriage of Isidor Siegel and Clara 
Rohrlich

Historical Vital 
Records web site, 
New York City 
Municipal Archives 
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Tip
Research the people 
associated with your 

ancestor for additional 
records
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Probate
• When an ancestor died intestate (without a will), 

descendants needed to be sought out to divide up 
the deceased’s assets (particularly the land) and 
settle up any debt that the deceased incurred

• Notices placed in newspapers for a number of 
weeks
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Probate Example Charlottetown Guardian – 10 Aug. 1942 
(islandnewspapers.ca)
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Land Sales
• Land for sale was posted in newspapers to attract 

buyers

• Land sales that occurred were also recorded
– Grantor and grantee may be related - esp. If sale 

amount was nominal ($1)
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Land Sale Example
Abilene Weekly Reflector – 23 
Nov. 1899 (Newspapers.com)
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Local Interest/Historical Stories
• Anniversaries of events will be posted
– Ex. Founder’s day, memorial for locals who 

died in a tragedy 

• Military Articles About Current and Former 
Residents

• Neighborly disputes and other civil court issues
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Local Interest/Historical Story 
Example

Charlottetown Guardian –
24 Feb. 1945 
(islandnewspapers.ca)
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Local Interest/Historical Story 
Example

Charlottetown Guardian – 24 Feb. 
1945 (islandnewspapers.ca)
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Local Interest/Historical Story Example Charlottetown Guardian – 1 Aug. 
1934 (islandnewspapers.ca)
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Local Interest/Historical Story 
Example

Charlottetown Guardian –
1 Aug. 1934 
(islandnewspapers.ca) 

Research Getaway in Boston: Filling in the Dash: Uncovering Ancestral Stories

©American Ancestors, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 33



Abilene Daily Reflector, 13 June 
1891, p. 4, Newspapers.com
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Business Advertisements
• Regional newspapers may have advertisements for 

your ancestor’s business and include the following 
details:
– Name of business
– Address
– Types of goods
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Business Advertisement 
Example

Western People – 26 May 
1900 (Irish Newspaper 
Archives)
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Personals
• Newspapers were the social media of our time 
– Announcements were made of people visiting 

from out of town visiting the area on holiday
• If visiting relatives, they were noted 

– Local neighbors in the hospital
– People moving and to where
– Local events occurring
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Personals Column Example
Charlottetown Guardian -
islandnewspapers.ca

Research Getaway in Boston: Filling in the Dash: Uncovering Ancestral Stories

©American Ancestors, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 38



Personals Column Example
Charlottetown Guardian -
islandnewspapers.ca 
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Search Tips
• Searching by name
– Use known nicknames
– Abbreviated names/initials (ex. J.B. Connolly)
– Use different variations (spellings) of surnames
– Proper addresses (ex. Mr. Connolly)
– For women, use the husband’s name (Mrs. 

James Connolly) as well as maiden name
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Search Tips Cont'd
• Searching by location
– Specific city/town
– Ancestor’s address
– If ancestor was from a different state/province 

or country, check local newspapers near where 
they were raised
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Search Tips Cont'd
• Searching by business
– Business name
– Business address
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Optical Character Recognition (OCR)

• Computer software 
that looks for specific 
shapes and transcribes 
the text

• Most newspapers are 
digitized with OCR 
software due to the 
time it would take to 
index every article

• Not all characters read 
by computer correctly
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OCR Tips
• OCR Transcription Errors
– “m” transcribed as “rn”
– “e” transcribed as “c”
– “l” transcribed as “1”
– “o” transcribed as “c”
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OCR Tips Cont'd
• Vary your keyword searches
– Ex. When searching for “Smith”, try “Srnith”
– Use multiple keywords to narrow results 
• Ex. “Corcoran” + “Dillonstown”
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Newspaper Databases for American 
Ancestors Members

• Irish Newspaper 
Archives

• Nineteenth Century U.S. 
Newspapers
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Examples of Newspaper Databases 
on American Ancestors Web Site

• Boston Evening Transcript: Genealogy Pages, 
1911-1940

• New Hampshire Gazette: Newspaper Abstracts, 
1756-1769

• Portsmouth, NH: Abstracts from Newspapers, 
1776-1800
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Newspapers.com Birth, Marriage, 
and Obituary Indexes

• Ancestry has indexed millions of birth, marriage, and 
obituary articles found on Newspapers.com for U.S. and 
Canada newspapers.

• These indexes are invaluable in determining the parents, 
siblings, children, of your ancestor.

• Caution: Records are OCR'ed so there may be errors 
with matching records to your family or issues with 
spelling, incorrect relationships, etc.
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https://www.ancestry.com/search/collections/catalog
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www.ancestry.com
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Free Newspaper Collections
• Ancestor Hunt

• Chronicling America

• Elephind

• Google News Newspaper Archive

• Old Fulton Post Cards

• Small Town Papers

• State Newspaper Project web sites 
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Chronicling America (1789 – 1963)
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Library of Congress U.S. Newspaper Directory
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Subscription Based Newspaper Sites
• Arcanum Newspapers (The Eastern European 

Newspaper Archive)

• British Newspaper Archive

• Irish Newspaper Archives

• Genealogy Bank

• Newspaper Archive by Storied

• OldNews by MyHeritage
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https://www.familysearch.org/search/catalog
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Newspaper Abstract Example
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Newspaper Abstract Example
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Obituary of Philip Rooney
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Newspaper Databases on 
AmericanAncestors.org

• Boston Evening Transcript (Genealogy Pages, 
1911-1940)

• Boston Pilot: Irish Immigrant Advertisements 
(Search for Missing Friends), 1831-1920

• Christian Intelligencer: Death Reports of 
Reformed Dutch Church, 1830-1871
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Newspapers on Microfilm at 
American Ancestors

• Boston Evening Transcript

• Charles R. Hale Collection (Offsite Storage)
o Also available on Ancestry.com 

• Columbian Centinel
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Reference Books at American 
Ancestors Headquarters

• Deaths in Boston, 1700-1799

• Index of Obituaries in Boston Newspapers, 1704-1800

• New England Vital Records from the Exeter News-
Letter, 1831-1865
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Where Can I Find More Newspapers?

• American Antiquarian Society (Worcester, Mass.)

• Libraries 

• University collections

• Archives
– Newspaper Archives
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Review
1. Newspapers are a window into an 

ancestor's daily life.
2. You may uncover hidden vital 

records by researching your 
ancestors and relatives in the 
newspapers.

3. New stories are often found by 
researching the newspapers of 
the community where your 
ancestor lived.
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THANK YOU!
AmericanAncestors.org
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