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Class 5: Revolutionary War Research: Tracing Patriot and Loyalist Ancestors

Revolutionary War Research:
Tracing Patriot and Loyalist

Ancestors

Class 5: Applying to Revolutionary
War Lineage Societies

David Allen Lambert, Chief Genealogist
Credit: Lindsay Fulton

THE BRUE FAMILY LEARNING CENTER

€34

David Allen Lambert
Chief Genealogist

Presentation (60 mins.)

 Introduction to Rev War lineage societies
* Verifying your line and applying

Q&A (30 mins.)
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SONS AMERICAN REVOLUTION
T —

1s of the ARTY
Revolution x

Voice of
David Allen Lambert

Chief Genealogist

Popular Rev War Lineage Societies

* National Society Daughters of the American
Revolution

* Sons of the American Revolution

* Sons of the Revolution

* The Society of the Cincinnati

e The Order of the Founders and Patriots of America

* Boston Tea Party Descendants Program

National Society Daughters of the
American Revolution

¢ Founded in 1890

* Women 18+ years who can prove lineal descent
from a patriot of the American Revolution

* Application approved on national level;
membership through local chapter

* dar.org/natsociety

Daughters of the
American Revolution
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National Society
Sons of the American Revolution
¢ Founded in 1889

* Men 18+ years who can prove lineal descent from
a patriot of the American Revolution

* Application approved by the Registrar Geneal;
membership through local chapter

By invitation only

* sarorg

4/28/2025

Sons of the Revolution
Different than SAR; Founded in 1890

¢ Males who are lineal descendants of one who
served as a soldier, sailor, or marine under the
colonies or Continental Congress

* Descendant of a signer of the Declaration
of Independence, member of Continental _ —
Congress, or Colonial Congress

* www.srl776.org

The Society of the Cincinnati
* Founded in 1783

* Male descendants of commissioned officers who
served in the Continental Army or Navy and who
served to the end of the war or who ha‘g’resigned with
honor after a minimum of three years' service as a
commissioned officer :

* Representation often limited to one
current member per eligible officer

 Application approved on the state level

* societyofthecincinnati.org
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Published Volumes

10

Order of the Founders and
Patriots of America
¢ Founded in 1896

* Men 18+ years with proven descent from an ancestor
who settled in the colonies before 13 May 1657 and
whose ancestor (same line) served in the Revolution

* Application approved by the Registrar General;
membership through constituent state society

* ofpa.org

11

Pathway 1- Either Parent’s Surname

12
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Pathway 2-Through a Qualifying Ancestor

13
Boston Tea Party Descendants
Program ARTS
 Founded 2023
* Boston Tea Party Participants
— Loyal Nine
— Boston Sons of Liberty
— North End Caucus
— St. Andrew’s Lodge
— Ship guard volunteers N
— Signers of November 1773 petitions to town selectmen
* Eyewitness to History
— Inhabitants of Boston in 1773
— Eyewitnesses to History (documented family lore)
* Co-Conspirators
e b ipartyship.com/boston-tea-party-descendants
14
[T American Ancestors. " History, Herloge & Culture Bt () o

Search  Events Membership — GiveomiionNames publications Expert Help Tooks Signature Projects

Conters & Initiatives

Spilling the Tea: Researching Boston Tea Party
Patriots

Other Political Affiliations

- The Loyal Nine

= Boston Sons of Liberty

North End Caucasus

= Lodge of St. Andrew

Long Room Club
- Volunteers to "watch” the ships

* Signers of November 1773 petitions to town selectman

AmericanAncestors.org/video-library

15
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Establish your

ancestral line

chartn
onthis chr 1 Henry Adams
s Joseph Adams T
= = 1 Edith Squire
Co, A
15 Gregory Baxter
Abigail Baxter L

4, Roxbury, MA 19 Margaret

Sep

1John Adar

22 John Alden

24 Thomas Boylston

1, Thomas Boylston
riown, MA_ | 25 Sarah

& Peter Boyiston

Abt. 1678 labt." 1695 H i
26 Thomas Gardner
Aai7DC e 13 Mary Gardner T
e o . 2 Lucy Smith
8.l I
25 John White

30 Wiliam Cogswell

31 Susanna Hawkes

17

Ask yourself...

» What societies does your lineage qualify for
membership?

* Why do you want to join a particular society?

* Do you want to be active in your community?

¢ Isalocal chapter of the society near your home?

* How often do they meet?

18

©American Ancestors, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 6



Class 5: Revolutionary War Research: Tracing Patriot and Loyalist Ancestors

4/28/2025

INC YN
Step

Contact the

membership liaison

Who to Contact
Daughters of Sons of the Boston Tea Party
the American Revolution
Revolution
National Society Society of the Order of Founders
Sons of the Cincinnati and Patriots
American
Revolution

20

V42
[¢ »;‘:7: 77 Z,

Organize and document

your ancestral line
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To Organize

v’ Create a qualification outline using vital records
and vital record substitutes

v Gather and properly mark documents

v Provide scholarly citations for each document

22

Qualification Outline

Generation 1

Your name, b. in [town/city, county, state]! on [day,
month, year]. He/she married in [town/city, county,
state] on [day, month, year], name of spouse.

Name of spouse, b. in [town/city, county, state] > on
[day, month, year].

23

Citations and Footnotes

* Evidence! Citation & Analysis for the Family
Historian (Genealogical Pub. Co., 1997)

* Guide to Genealogical Writing,
‘ Writing
74 9 by

Penelope L. Stratton
y &tenry B Hoff, 6, Fasc

w o Write and Publish Your Fanily History

24
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Qualification Outline

Generation 2

Name of your Father, b. in [town/city, county, state]
on [day, month, year];* d. in [town/city, county, state]
on [day, month, year].* He married in [town/city,
county, state] on [day, month, year], name of spouse.’

Name of your Mother, b. in [town/city, county, state]
on [day, month, year];® d. in [town/city, county, state]
on [day, month, year].”

25

(2}
7
Tip

Cite as you write!

Qualification Outline

Generation 3

Name of your Grandfather, b. in [town/city, county,
state] on [day, month, year];® d. in [town/city, county,
state] on [day, month, year].® He married first in
[town/city, county, state] on [day, month, year],'° name of
first spouse. He married second in [town/city, county,
state] on [day, month, year],!! name of second spouse.

Name of your Grandmother, b. in [town/city, county,
state] on [day, month, year];' d. in [town/city, county,
state] on [day, month, year].!?

27
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Vital Records

* Birth, Marriage, and Death Records

* Often provide the names of the individual’s
parents and/or spouse

* Depending on the state, records may be held on
the state, county, and/or town/city level

* Privacy restrictions may limit access

* Certified vs. Genealogical or Informational copies

4/28/2025

28

Vital Records: Resources

Genealogist’s Handbook for New England Research,
6th ed. (NEHGS, 2021)

* Red Book: American State, County,
and Town Sources, 3rd ed.
(Ancestry Publishing, 2004)

* The Source: A Guidebook to
American Genealogy, 3rd ed.
(Ancestry Publishing, 2006)

* FamilySearch Wiki

29

Gather Documents

NEW BRAINTREE BIRTHS.

To rux v 1850,

ABBOTT (see Abbe), Wilam Heary, 5. Heary Abbott asd
Elisabeds A. Brows, Ner. 5, 1844.

ABBUT (se Abboc), EX, 5. Obed and Elisabech, Mar. 5, 1158
Mo, . Obes 4 Evsabeth, May 3, 1763,
aa s Elateih,

Sophia 124 Dore 4
Willaz, « Jurses aod Besy, June 15, 118

30
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4/28/2025

i
2%

0

w

Include explanation of

discrepancies found in

documents

20

Complete your

application, submit,

and wait!

DAR Application

* Pagel
— Contact Information

— Eligibility Clause
— Signatures
— Member For Member

Credit

— Membership Approval
Endorsements

— Chapter Member
Endorsements

33
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DAR Application
* Page2

— Lineage Information

— Generations:
* Mother & Father
* Birth
* Death
* Marriage

* Generational
Linkage

34

DAR Application

* Page3
— References for Lineage

— Citations for the
evidence submitted

35

DAR Application

* Page4
— References for Lineage

— Citations for the
evidence submitted

36
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How long will the
review process take?

Contact the Work yvith your
Registrar to
determine the best
line for you so apply

Determine your

et Bmmad Registrar with your

line(s)

The Chapter will
Document your line finalize your line and
back to your Patriot [ have you sign your
Ancestor application and pay
the application fee

h S If accepted: Congratulations, you are a member
T. e Natu.ma Society — of the NSDA
in Washington DC
reviews your If reiected: i l
application i rejected: Have two years 'to provide proper
documentation

38

Your application is
sent to the NSDAR

Vital Record
Alternatives
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Bible Records

* Rare, but helpful

* Maintained by local _*
. . P e
historical societies, & v -
archives, or iz
genealogical society
(American

Ancestors) &«

40

DO ACTIEGTG HIOW 10 SealCh | ATCTVEGT B100 | COMECT U MChi0E vour Corecions W Saved

“john adams” bible

80 "john adams" bible

EusTVEW

Recrts 110 00180l 2 [3][¢ 5 [+ | show 10

Bible record for the John Adams family, 1776-1909.

New England Hi Socity

on the John and Belsy (Stone) Adams famiy

Captain Bushrod Bennett Taylor Bible, 1849-1859.

Taylor, Bushrod Bennett
e —
100

1 the witen nscrption on the fronpiece reads: "Lelut Bush B. Tayor, U. 5. Navy 185¢

o iy Recor cippings. The end of his time in the U. 5. N
Accorting fo accession records, Taylor was stationed in China ca. 1870. A poenn, eniiied "Tne Crystal Rve” by Dr. Albert King, writien in January 1927 when . King
years of age i inserted n the back of the Bibke

Tris Biok has the name "Mini” embossed on the front eather

researchworks.oclc.org/archivegrid

41

Census Records (Federal and State)

» U.S. Federal Census available 1790-1950

e Before 1850, U.S. Federal Census did not name each
member of household

* Online resources:

— AmericanAncestors.org
— familysearchg.org

— fold3.com

— ancestry.com

42
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Cemetery Records and Inscriptions

* Include a clear photo of marker
with surrounding stones

* Societies do NOT accept
modern memorials

* Online resources:
— findagrave.com
— billiongraves.com
— interment.net
— locateagrave.org

43

Church Records

* Baptisms, marriages,
confirmations, burials

* To find, identify your
ancestor’s religion and church

* Sources:
— Church archives
— NEHGS library
— AmericanAncestors.org
— familysearch.org

44

(2}
7
Tip

Include title page for

published records
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Deeds & Land
Records

* May identify relationship
between grantor (seller)
and grantee (purchaser)

* Sources:
— American Ancestors
library
— familysearch.org
— Family History Library

4/28/2025

46

Local Histories &
Well-Documented Genealogies

* Unacceptable as singular proof

* Properly cited material can
provide supplemental proof

* Online resources:
— archive.org
— books.google.com
— books.familysearch.org

47

Probate Records

* Identify heirs: spouse,
children, grandchildren,
and siblings

* May include death
information

* Sources:
— American Ancestors
library
— AmericanAncestors.org
familysearch.org
— Family History Library

48
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m m MEMBERS GENEALOG|

Daughters of the

American Revolution® National Society ~ Constitution Hall ~ Museum |

Research Your Family History

Are you just starting out on your journey to discover your family roots....or are you one document away from solving a mystery of ont
your genealogical process, DAR s here to help. The DAR Genealogical Research System (GRS) includes free online databases cont
ancestors, descendants of those patriots, as well s the vast array of genealogical resources from the DAR Library.

www.DAR.org

49

RECORD COPY i DAR.org =fy

Danghters of the
merican Revolution*

GENEALOGY RESEARCH Ancestor Member Descendants GRC Bibles Resources Catalog

Genealogical Research System

National Society Daughters of the American Revalution

i Become a Member!
& provided by the National Society Daughters of the American
Revolution @ (DAR) to aid general genealogical research and to
N i tecion
GRS:ntoral by the DARsince s founding n 1990.
Open Larger Window gencalogical preservaton and research,and the Nationa Socity is
committed o being a premier provider o gensalogical resources.
0years
genealogilresources of the DAR Libary The creation ofthes research toos was funded inarge part by the
%DAR Ancestor Member Descendants GRC Bibles Resources Catalog

Virtual Tour
Ancestor

Working database of the DAR Genealogy Office.

Explore other spaces at DAR
Headquarters

staff of the
DARS Office of the Registrar General. With few exceptions, the data i taken

& dded on a daily basis.
on searching this database, please refer to the Overview and Help section on the
Ancesior Tab.

‘Adding Patriots

that the I

are proven through DAR membership applications and supplementals. Requests

DAR Library

DAR Library 360,

honored. Al inthe  poninglon,0c 20 The DAR Library is one of the foremost

datab b h may ‘genealogical resources in the United States,
Please housed in a beatiful room that served as the

more details - PR .

51

©American Ancestors, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 17



Class 5: Revolutionary War Research: Tracing Patriot and Loyalist Ancestors

ZDAR

Member Descendants GRC Bibles Resources Catalog

4/28/2025

Ancestor Search

Seatch for Revolutionary Era Ancestors.

 You must enter a value in atleast one of the marked felds.

Ancestor Last Name Poor

Ancestor First Name sonathan *

State of Service °

Ancestor Number *

State of Birth © Year: 1731

State of Death © Year:
Spouse Last/Maiden Name

‘Spouse First Name

*

Search Options
Ovenvew & Help ®

New Search

Advanced Search
childSearch

Refine Search

Become a Member!
—r

A"

52

ZDAR

Member Descendants GRC Bibles Resources Catalog

POOR, JONATHAN
Service: MASSACHUSETTS Rank: CAPTAIN

Birth: 1201737 NEWBURY ESSEX CO MASSACHUSETTS
Death: 3191807 NEWBURY ESSEX CO MASSACHUSETTS
Service Source: MA SOLS & SAILS, VOL 12, P 559

Service Description: 1) COLS SAMUEL GERRISH, JEDEDIAH HUNTINGTON, DANIEL SPAFFORD

RESIDENCE

SPOUSE

Numbe

n

2) LEXINGTON ALARM, ESSEX CO MILITIA

Nam

1) City: NEWBURY - County: ESSEX CO - State: MASSACHUSETTS

SARAH DOLE

030s36 [N Advanced search

child Search
Recent

Refine Search

Become a Member!

N

DAR members are women who
come from diverse background
and hold a variety of interests.
Their common bond is their ineal

53

ZDAR

wMemher Descendants GRC Bibles Resources Catalog

Add

Nt Num oo ° e #]Spouse
9770 o ANNE  [1]BENJAMIN STICKNEY
19202 s o SARAH (1] JOHN BUTLER
101281 o SARAH  [1]JOHNBUTLER
101262 o SARAH  [1]JOHN BUTLER
112069 o SARAH  [1]JOHN BUTLER
18476 o SARAH  [1]JOHN BUTLER
163388

[0} SARAH (1] JOHNBUTLER

[
=

National
Headquarters

Encompassing an entire city block
in Washington, D.C. we invite you
10 explore all there s t0 offer at our
National Headquarters.

Lean More

54
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%DAR AnceslorWDescendan\s GRC Bibles Resources Catalog

Shepherd, Harriette L. Briggs
NatNum:9770  Chapter: 1143NY

Become a Member!

DESCENDANT LISTINGS (Whatis this?)

Ancestor: POOR, JONATHAN (A090836)

ANCESTORS (REVOLUTIONARY)

Purchase Associated Record Copy [DAR menbefs & Women who
come from diverse backgrounds
and hold a varety of interests.

Ancestor #: A090836
POOR, DUNATHAN OB oo i et
Child/Child : ANNE /[1] BENJAMIN STICKNEY descent from Patrots of the
Service: MASSACHUSETTS Rank: CAPTAIN fimricen Revoiiton

Leam more
Birth: 1:20.1737 NEWBURY ESSEX CO MASSACHUSETTS

Death 319-1807  NEWBURY ESSEX COMASSACHUSETTS
Service Source: MA SOLS & SAILS, VOL 12, 559
Service Descrption: 1) COLS SAMUFL GERRISH, JEDEDIAH HUNTINGTON, DANIEL SPAFFORD DAR Ouick Facte

55

RECORD COPY | DAR.org mfve

Daughters of the
"American Revolution®

(GENEALOGY RESEARCH] Ancestor Member Descendants GRC Bibles Resources Catalog

@ Online Library Documents Service

Purchase and Download Record Copy Papers

Patriot: POOR, JONATHAN (A090836) B 1STRUCTIONS FOR ORDERING
Member #: 9770

Become a Member!

Application
Downloadable Adobe PDF

Preview: Lincage.

Price: $10

Add To Shopping Cart

56

FDAR “Ancestor wm.mnn' Ree War_ Bbies Resources
‘Search Options

sescoms ust

Become a Member!
]

ASHECITED AKCESTOR (EVALTRMARY BECER0

soon ousTin L]

57
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INSPI Il[NEJ MERICAN
PATRIOTISM
siNcE1889.

www.SAR.org

www.SAR.org

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED

60
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N a~

SM{ Patriot Research System (PRS) J

Use of PRS Data on NSSAR Applications:

Submissions / Updales / Corrections

Documentation Reguests;

61

o

'Fsalrio( Research System (PRS) /

ks Data on NSSAR Appiications

Submissions / Updates / Corrections

Documentation Requests:

62

Search Descendants

63

©American Ancestors, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 21



Class 5: Revolutionary War Research: Tracing Patriot and Loyalist Ancestors 4/28/2025

64

65

66
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Memberships for 2024 and 2025

NOTES:

Remewals et New Me;

PLEASE - If you have

67

Joining UELAC

* You join a branch of UELAC which gives you the
benefits which that branch offers, plus those
benefits which are offered by UELAC to all
members.

* You may join additional branches if you wish. The
fee to do so is lower, as a portion of your fee for
your primary branch goes to Dominion Office to
fund its operations.

68

Choosing a Branch

¢ The branches of the UELAC are located from the
Atlantic (Halifax) to the Pacific (Victoria)

* We recommend that you join a branch which is
close to you if there is one so that you can
participate with them, and keep current on related
local events.

69
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Select the Branch

70

71

After joining a Branch

* To apply for a UELAC (United Empire Loyalist
Association of Canada) certificate, you need to
first join a UELAC branch. Then, as a member,
you can apply for a certificate of Loyalist descent,
which requires you to provide documentation
proving your lineage back to a UE Loyalist
ancestor. The application process includes a
review by the branch's genealogist and a final
approval by the UELAC Dominion Genealogists.

72
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-

s ® Review

-

-

- 1. Establish your ancestral line
™

= 2. Contact your membership liaison
=~ Organize and document your
= ancestral line

- 4. Complete your application,
e submit, and wait!

-

——

- 1

- +

e t

-

o ‘

- |

= |

- I

QUESTIONS?

Schedule a consultation

consultations@americanancestors.org

Hire Research Services
research@americanancestors.org

Consultations

Book a one-on-one
consultation with
agenealogist and

receive help with your

family history research!

AmericanAncestors.org/ -
Expert-Help/Consultations @ fahli:

75
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2 American Ancestors. i e L i

Search  Events  Join/Renew  Give [P S S S ——

Revolutionary War Research: Tracing Patriot and Loyalist Ancestors 2025

JOIN THE LIVE BROADCAST

https://www.americanancestors.org/revolutionary-war-research-tracing-patriot-and-
loyalist-ancestors-2025

THANK YOU!

AmericanAncestors.org/Education

£ American Ancesto

A NatioNaL CENTER FOR FamiLy HisTtory, HERITAG]
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