
David Allen Lambert, Chief Genealogist
Credit: Lindsay Fulton

Class 5: Applying to Revolutionary 
War Lineage Societies

Revolutionary War Research: 
Tracing Patriot and Loyalist 
Ancestors

Class 5: Revolutionary War Research: Tracing Patriot and Loyalist Ancestors

©American Ancestors, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 1



Meet today’s presenter

David Allen Lambert
Chief Genealogist
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OVERVIEW
• Presentation (60 mins.)

• Q&A (30 mins.)

• Introduction to Rev War lineage societies
• Verifying your line and applying
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Voice of
David Allen Lambert
Chief Genealogist
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Popular Rev War Lineage Societies
• National Society Daughters of the American 

Revolution

• Sons of the American Revolution

• Sons of the Revolution

• The Society of the Cincinnati

• The Order of the Founders and Patriots of America

• Boston Tea Party Descendants Program
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National Society Daughters of the 
American Revolution

• Founded in 1890

• Women 18+ years who can prove lineal descent 
from a patriot of the American Revolution

• Application approved on national level; 
membership through local chapter

• dar.org/natsociety
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National Society 
Sons of the American Revolution
• Founded in 1889

• Men 18+ years who can prove lineal descent from 
a patriot of the American Revolution

• Application approved by the Registrar General; 
membership through local chapter

• By invitation only

• sar.org
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Sons of the Revolution
• Different than SAR; Founded in 1890

• Males who are lineal descendants of one who 
served as a soldier, sailor, or marine under the 
colonies or Continental Congress

• Descendant of a signer of the Declaration
of Independence, member of Continental 
Congress, or Colonial Congress

• www.sr1776.org
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The Society of the Cincinnati
• Founded in 1783

• Male descendants of commissioned officers who 
served in the Continental Army or Navy and who 
served to the end of the war or who had resigned with 
honor after a minimum of three years' service as a 
commissioned officer

• Representation often limited to one
current member per eligible officer

• Application approved on the state level

• societyofthecincinnati.org
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Published Volumes
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Order of the Founders and 
Patriots of America

• Founded in 1896

• Men 18+ years with proven descent from an ancestor 
who settled in the colonies before 13 May 1657 and
whose ancestor (same line) served in the Revolution

• Application approved by the Registrar General; 
membership through constituent state society

• ofpa.org
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Boston Tea Party Descendants 
Program

• Founded 2023

• Boston Tea Party Participants
– Loyal Nine
– Boston Sons of Liberty
– North End Caucus
– St. Andrew’s Lodge
– Ship guard volunteers
– Signers of November 1773 petitions to town selectmen

• Eyewitness to History
– Inhabitants of Boston in 1773
– Eyewitnesses to History (documented family lore)

• Co-Conspirators

• bostonteapartyship.com/boston-tea-party-descendants
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AmericanAncestors.org/video-library
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Step 1
Establish your 
ancestral line
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Ask yourself . . . 

• What societies does your lineage qualify for 
membership? 

• Why do you want to join a particular society?

• Do you want to be active in your community? 

• Is a local chapter of the society near your home? 

• How often do they meet? 
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Step 2
Contact the 

membership liaison 
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Who to Contact
SocietyState SocietyLocal Chapter

Boston Tea PartySons of the 
Revolution

Daughters of 
the American 

Revolution
Order of Founders 

and Patriots
Society of the 

Cincinnati
National Society 

Sons of the 
American 
Revolution
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Step 3
Organize and document 

your ancestral line
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To Organize
Create a qualification outline using vital records 

and vital record substitutes

Gather and properly mark documents

 Provide scholarly citations for each document
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Qualification Outline

Generation 1

Your name, b. in [town/city, county, state]1 on [day, 
month, year]. He/she married in [town/city, county, 
state] on [day, month, year], name of spouse.

Name of spouse, b. in [town/city, county, state] 2 on 
[day, month, year].
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Citations and Footnotes
• Evidence! Citation & Analysis for the Family 

Historian (Genealogical Pub. Co., 1997)

• Guide to Genealogical Writing, 
3rd ed. (NEHGS, 2014)
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Qualification Outline
Generation 2

Name of your Father, b. in [town/city, county, state]
on [day, month, year];3 d. in [town/city, county, state]
on [day, month, year].4 He married in [town/city, 
county, state] on [day, month, year], name of spouse.5

Name of your Mother, b. in [town/city, county, state] 
on [day, month, year];6 d. in [town/city, county, state] 
on [day, month, year].7
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Tip
Cite as you write!
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Qualification Outline
Generation 3

Name of your Grandfather, b. in [town/city, county, 
state] on [day, month, year];8 d. in [town/city, county, 
state] on [day, month, year].9 He married first in 
[town/city, county, state] on [day, month, year],10 name of 
first spouse. He married second in [town/city, county, 
state] on [day, month, year],11 name of second spouse. 

Name of your Grandmother, b. in [town/city, county, 
state] on [day, month, year];12 d. in [town/city, county, 
state] on [day, month, year].13
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Vital Records
• Birth, Marriage, and Death Records

• Often provide the names of the individual’s  
parents and/or spouse

• Depending on the state, records may be held on 
the state, county, and/or town/city level

• Privacy restrictions may limit access

• Certified vs. Genealogical or Informational copies
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Vital Records: Resources
• Genealogist’s Handbook for New England Research, 

6th ed. (NEHGS, 2021)

• Red Book: American State, County, 
and Town Sources, 3rd ed. 
(Ancestry Publishing, 2004)

• The Source: A Guidebook to 
American Genealogy, 3rd ed. 
(Ancestry Publishing, 2006)

• FamilySearch Wiki
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Gather Documents
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Tip
Include explanation of 
discrepancies found in 

documents
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Step 4
Complete your 

application, submit, 
and wait!

Class 5: Revolutionary War Research: Tracing Patriot and Loyalist Ancestors

©American Ancestors, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 32



DAR Application
• Page 1
– Contact Information
– Eligibility Clause
– Signatures 
– Member For Member 

Credit 
– Membership Approval 

Endorsements
– Chapter Member 

Endorsements
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DAR Application
• Page 2
– Lineage Information
– Generations:
• Mother & Father
• Birth
• Death 
• Marriage
• Generational 

Linkage
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DAR Application
• Page 3
– References for Lineage
– Citations for the 

evidence submitted
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DAR Application
• Page 4
– References for Lineage
– Citations for the 

evidence submitted
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How long will the 
review process take?
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Determine your 
Chapter

Contact the 
Registrar with your 

line(s)

Work with your 
Registrar to 

determine the best 
line for you so apply

Document your line 
back to your Patriot 

Ancestor

The Chapter will 
finalize your line and 

have you sign your 
application and pay 
the application fee

Your application is 
sent to the NSDAR

The National Society 
in Washington DC 

reviews your 
application

If accepted: Congratulations, you are a member 
of the NSDAR!

If rejected: Have two years to provide proper 
documentation

Example of Application Steps – DAR
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Vital Record
Alternatives
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Bible Records

• Rare, but helpful

• Maintained by local 
historical societies, 
archives, or 
genealogical society 
(American
Ancestors)
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researchworks.oclc.org/archivegrid
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Census Records (Federal and State)
• U.S. Federal Census available 1790–1950

• Before 1850, U.S. Federal Census did not name each 
member of household

• Online resources:
– AmericanAncestors.org
– familysearchg.org
– fold3.com
– ancestry.com
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Cemetery Records and Inscriptions
• Include a clear photo of marker 

with surrounding stones

• Societies do NOT accept 
modern memorials

• Online resources:
– findagrave.com
– billiongraves.com
– interment.net
– locateagrave.org 
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Church Records
• Baptisms, marriages, 

confirmations, burials

• To find, identify your 
ancestor’s religion and church

• Sources:
– Church archives
– NEHGS library
– AmericanAncestors.org
– familysearch.org
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Tip
Include title page for 

published records
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Deeds & Land 
Records

• May identify relationship 
between grantor (seller) 
and grantee (purchaser)

• Sources:
– American Ancestors

library
– familysearch.org
– Family History Library
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Local Histories & 
Well-Documented Genealogies

• Unacceptable as singular proof

• Properly cited material can 
provide supplemental proof

• Online resources:
– archive.org
– books.google.com
– books.familysearch.org

Class 5: Revolutionary War Research: Tracing Patriot and Loyalist Ancestors

©American Ancestors, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 47



Probate Records
• Identify heirs: spouse, 

children, grandchildren, 
and siblings

• May include death 
information 

• Sources:
– American Ancestors

library
– AmericanAncestors.org 
– familysearch.org
– Family History Library
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www.DAR.org
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www.SAR.org
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www.SAR.org
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Joining UELAC
• You join a branch of UELAC which gives you the 

benefits which that branch offers, plus those 
benefits which are offered by UELAC to all 
members.

• You may join additional branches if you wish. The 
fee to do so is lower, as a portion of your fee for 
your primary branch goes to Dominion Office to 
fund its operations.
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Choosing a Branch
• The branches of the UELAC are located from the 

Atlantic (Halifax) to the Pacific (Victoria)

• We recommend that you join a branch which is 
close to you if there is one so that you can 
participate with them, and keep current on related 
local events.
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Select the Branch 
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After joining a Branch
• To apply for a UELAC (United Empire Loyalist 

Association of Canada) certificate, you need to 
first join a UELAC branch. Then, as a member, 
you can apply for a certificate of Loyalist descent, 
which requires you to provide documentation 
proving your lineage back to a UE Loyalist 
ancestor. The application process includes a 
review by the branch's genealogist and a final 
approval by the UELAC Dominion Genealogists.
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Review
1. Establish your ancestral line
2. Contact your membership liaison
3. Organize and document your 

ancestral line
4. Complete your application, 

submit, and wait!
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QUESTIONS?
Schedule a consultation

consultations@americanancestors.org

Hire Research Services
research@americanancestors.org
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Consultations
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https://www.americanancestors.org/revolutionary-war-research-tracing-patriot-and-
loyalist-ancestors-2025
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THANK YOU!
AmericanAncestors.org/Education
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