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David Allen Lambert, Chief Genealogist

Class 3: Using Revolutionary War 
Pension Records

Revolutionary War Research: 
Tracing Patriot and Loyalist 
Ancestors

Meet today’s presenter

David Allen Lambert
Chief Genealogist

OVERVIEW
• Presentation (60 mins.)

• Q&A (30 mins.)

• Pension timeline
• Accessing pension files
• Final payment vouchers
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Voice of
David Allen Lambert
Chief Genealogist

Confirming your 
Veterans Identity

Before you begin . . . 
• Confirm the Colonies your ancestor served from

• Know the Officers your ancestors served under

• Determine the birth and death year of your 
veteran

• Know the names of spouses and children

• Confirm that he did not go AWOL from service
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Does this pension apply to your ancestor? 

• Does the name or alias match? 

• Do the residences after the war fit? 

• When did your soldier and his widow 
die? 

• Understand when pensions were able 
to be collected relating to a given war 

Pension Timeline

Federal Pensions
• 1776: Half pay for officers and men disabled in 

the service and who were incapable of earning a 
living. 

• 1780: Half pay for 7 yrs. to widows and orphans of 
officers. 

• 1806: Pensions allowed to veterans of State troops 
and militia for the first time. 

• 1818: Pensions for life based on a period of 9 mos. 
or until the end of the war. 
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• 1820: Certified inventories of pensioner’s estate 
and income were required.  

• 1832: Pensions granted to those with service less 
than 6 mos.  

• 1838: Widows were authorized pensions for 5 yrs. 
if they had married the veteran before 1794. 

• 1848: Widows were authorized pensions for life if 
they had married the veteran before 1800. 

• 1853: All widows restrictions were eliminated. 

• 1878: Widows authorized pensions for life if the 
veteran only served 2 weeks. 

Ancestry.com
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Ancestry.com

Ancestry.com

Ancestry.com
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• Living Revolutionary War pensioners and widows 

• First census to give exact age of a resident 

• Lists who the veteran or widow is residing with 

1840 U.S. Census

1840 U.S. Census

1840 U.S. Census – Pensioners
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A Census of Pensioners . . . (1841)

Published Pension 
Abstracts

Virgil White’s Abstracts of Pensions
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Joshua Whitney – Maine Pensioner 

Revolutionary War 
Pensions 

(NARA - M804)

Fold3.com
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Pension S.37549

Pension S.37549

Pension S.37549
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Pension S.37549

Pension S.37549

Pension S.37549
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Pension S.3759 

Pension S.37549

Pension S.37549
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• Sort copies out in 
chronological order 

• Make sure front and 
back is together 

• Make another set of 
your copies and work 
with the original set 
only when needed. 

Analyzing the Pension papers 

familysearch.org

familysearch.org
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familysearch.org

familysearch.org

• Pension Payment Ledger
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QUESTIONS?

Final Payment 
Vouchers

1818-1864

Fold3.com
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Final Payment Voucher

Final Payment Voucher

Final Payment Voucher
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Final Payment Voucher

AmericanAncestors.org

AmericanAncestors.org
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AmericanAncestors.org

AmericanAncestors.org

AmericanAncestors.org
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AmericanAncestors.org

AmericanAncestors.org

AmericanAncestors.org

52

53

54

Class 3: Revolutionary War Research: Tracing Patriot and Loyalist Ancestors

©American Ancestors, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center



4/14/2025

19

AmericanAncestors.org

AmericanAncestors.org

AmericanAncestors.org
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AmericanAncestors.org

Fold3.com

https://www.archives.gov/citizen-archivist/missions/revolutionary-war-pension-files
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https://www.archives.gov/citizen-archivist/missions/revolutionary-war-pension-files

https://www.archives.gov/citizen-archivist/missions/revolutionary-war-pension-files

Revolutionary War Pension 
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The Contents of a 
Pension File

Types of Pensions

• Indicated by an "S" on the envelope
• Could be a disability or invalid pension OR a service 

pension

Survivor Pensions (Veteran)Survivor Pensions (Veteran)

• Indicated by a "W" on the envelope

Widow Pensions (Spouse of Veteran)Widow Pensions (Spouse of Veteran)

• Indicated by a "R" on the envelope

Rejected PensionsRejected Pensions

The Envelope
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Survivor Pension Information 
Collected

• Name

• Age

• Date of birth (sometimes birthplace)

• Residence

• Letters from survivor including court testimony 
that detail what unit they served in, what battles, 
etc.

• Affidavits from those that served with survivor

Widow's Pension Information Collected
• Name (including maiden name)

• Age

• Residence

• Date and place of marriage

• Date and place of spouse's death

• Letter from widow and surviving family, including 
court testimony

• Affidavits from those that served with the deceased 
soldier

The Last Pensioners of the 
Revolutionary War
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Daniel F. Bakeman (1759-1869)

Esther (Sumner) Damon (1814-1906)

American Ancestors Magazine (Fall 2024)
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QUESTIONS?

Strategies for Using 
Pension Files

Looking for Marriage Records?
• Look for any widow's pensions that were filed.

• These records required some form of proof indicating 
that the widow was married to the veteran soldier.

• Often, you find letters from the town clerk's office 
indicating if marriage was filed, letters from the 
officiant attesting they performed the marriage, and 
even witnesses saying they observed the wedding.
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Marriage Record Abstract, Benjamin Page Pension, W5489 
(Fold3.com)

www.familysearch.org

Marriage Record, Congregational Church, Rye, 
New Hampshire (FamilySearch)

Original Record

Copy Book Version
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Identifying Widows Who Married 
Multiple Times

• In some widow pensions, you may see references to 
additional marriages before or after the pensioner has 
died.

• Reviewing the contents of the pension files of each 
husband can be helpful for confirming her maiden 
name and noting the order of the marriages.

Sarah Osborn
• Accompanied her husband, 

Aaron Osborn to West Point 
and then travelled with the 
Continental Army

• She worked as a 
washerwoman and a cook

Photo courtesy of Wayne 
County Historical Society, 

Honesdale, PA

Sarah Osborn Benjamin's Widow's 
Pension File
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Correspondence, Sarah Osborn Benjamin's 
Widow's Pension File

Correspondence, Sarah Osborn 
Benjamin's Widow's Pension File

Migration Patterns
• Review any correspondence written by the veteran 

soldier (or surviving widow).

• Often, they describe where the soldier was born, 
where they enlisted, what campaigns they served 
in.

• Note the return addresses on any letters that 
indicate the family moved to a different state.
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Affidavits
• Review the pensions of others that served with 

your ancestor.

• You may find a letter from your ancestor 
providing an affidavit for someone else to receive 
their pension file.

Identifying New Cousins
• Review the letters towards the end of the pension 

file.

• A cousin may have requested a copy of the 
pension file before the records were digitized and 
added online.

Letter from Descendant of John Stockbridge
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Loyalists
Pensions and Claims

Locating Records 
from the National 

Archives (UK) Online

Audit Office – (AO-3/276)
• Series consists of four volumes of pensions paid out to American 

Loyalists and others seeking refuge in Great Britain

• Each list contains the names of persons who will receive the pension 
or allowance, the period for the pension or allowance, and the amount

• The typical period was one year, however, there were exceptions

• Widows and children were included in the allowances

• Records are held at the National Archives in Kew, England; not 
currently digitized
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Audit Office – (AO-12)
• This series consists of fifty-six volumes of claims 

for or against giving compensation

• Claims were judged on the circumstances of the 
claimant and included the arguments for or 
against the claim being awarded by the 
commissioners

Tip
AO-12 is consolidated and easy to read, 
however, these volumes are abstracted; 

AO-13 contains the original documents.

Audit Office – (AO-13)
• Original papers for the actual claims in a collection of 

141 boxes

• Contain the memorial by the claimant or their 
representative

• Includes various certificates and documents relating 
to the claim including wills, deeds, and valuations 
of seized property

• Claims were judged on the circumstances of the 
claimant and included the arguments for or against 
the claim being awarded by the commissioners
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American Loyalist Claims
• American Loyalist Claims, 1776–1835 (AO 12–13) 

The National Archives of the United Kingdom, at 
Kew, Surrey, England.

www.ancestry.com/search/collections/3712/

www.Ancestry.com/search/collections/3712/
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www.Ancestry.com/search/collections/3712/

WO 42
• Officers' Birth Certificates, Wills, and Personal 

Papers.
– These applications for pensions or benefits for 

widows and children contain vital records (birth, 
baptism, marriage, and death), probate records, 
and other personal papers of officers who died 
between 1776 and 1881

– Original records at the National Archives in Kew, 
England. They are digitized on Ancestry.com.

Ancestry.com
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Tip
Use the arrow keys to 

look at all pages of a  file. 
Not all documents were 

indexed!

Ancestry.com

Affidavit of Annie Parker, Simeon Jones Widow's 
Pension, Ancestry.com
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WO 97 and 120
• Royal Hospital Chelsea Pensioner Registers and 

Service Records

• Royal Hospital Chelsea served as the 
administrative office for the British army and 
distributed pensions to British soldiers since the 
1680's

Ancestry.com

Ancestry.com

109

110

111

Class 3: Revolutionary War Research: Tracing Patriot and Loyalist Ancestors

©American Ancestors, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center



4/14/2025

38

Ancestry.com

Royal Hospital Chelsea Pension Service 
Documents, Richard Jones, Ancestry.com

Genealogical Details
• Name of the person or family affected for the 

purpose of the claim

• Residence(s) of the individual or family

• Financial estimates of their losses

• Actual documents to support the claim

• Details of the Loyalist’s life in America 
before, during, and after the Revolutionary War
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QUESTIONS?
Schedule a consultation

consultations@americanancestors.org

Hire Research Services
research@americanancestors.org

Consultations
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https://www.americanancestors.org/revolutionary-war-research-tracing-patriot-and-
loyalist-ancestors-2025

THANK YOU!
AmericanAncestors.org/Education

Copyright © 2025
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