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Researching Patriot
Ancestors

5

[Hhistory.org

{ Signers of the Declaration of
Independence

graphies on each of the 36 Declaration

Introduction
Document
AReading

Related Index of Signers v NEXT >
Information John Adams

Deciaraton
House
Delaration
Timeine
R Pennsylvania:  George Clymer | Benjamin Franklin | Robert Morris | John Merton | Benjamin Rush
T George Ross | James Smith | James Wilson | George Taylor

More Resources

Delaware: George Read | Caesar Rodney | Thomas McKean

Lesson Plan Massachusets: John Adams | Samuel Adams | John Hancock | Rebert Treat Paine | Elbridge Gerry

New Josiah Bartlett | William Whipple | Matthew Thornton |
Hampshire:

Rhode Island:  Stephen Hopkins | Wiliam Ellery |

ushistory.org/declaration/signers/index.html
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Signers of the Declaration of
Independence

Short biographies on each of the 56 Declaration
§ sicners

Introduction
Document
A Reading

Matthew Thornton

Retated
Information

pERpEE Birthplace:
Edusation: Phys
Work: A

Account
Declaration
House

Declaration

Rev. War
Timeline:

More Resources.
Lesson Plan

Died:

Matthew Thornton was born in Ireland in 1714. His parents

| emigrated to America when he was three. They first setiled at
‘Wiscasset, in Maine, but soon went to Worcaster,
Massachusetts, where Mathew received an academic
education. He became a physician, and in 1745 was appointed
surgecn to the New Hampshire troops in the expedition against
Louisburg. He later held royal commissians as justice of the

peace and colonel of miliia. His medical practice was very
successful and he acquired much land, becoming a leading
mannae s o eanTrily in Landondenry. There he held many
local offiees while also representing Londonderry at the
Provincial Assembly_ Thomton eventually became President of that assembly As a member of a local

Civil Service

Types of Civil Service

« State Officials — Provisional or new state
governments

* County and Town Officials

— Examples: Selectman, Judge, Sheriff, Justice of the
Peace, Town Clerk

©American Ancestors, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 3



4/7/2025

Class 2: Revolutionary War Research: Tracing Patriot and Loyalist Ancestors

Town Record Minutes

Record the business of the town, including elected
officials

¢ Town records date back to when the town was
first incorporated
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Town Records, South Hadley,
Massachusetts, 9 Sep. 1780

11

Locating Town Records

* Many are digitized on FamilySearch.org. They can be found
under the town in the catalogue.

¢ Ancestry.com has some town records under their Town and
Vital Records databases

For town records not online, contact the Town Clerk to ask for
access to their early collections.

Many are kept in the town's vault for safe keeping and may be
restricted.

12
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Town records, 1648-1851

Authors

& (Author)
lerk (Added Author)

Format Microfilm 35mm

Language English

Publication Date 1971

Publisher Filted by the Genealogical Society of Utah

Place of Publication Salt Lake City, Utah

Physical 3 microfilm reels ; 35 mm.

References (Digital Collection) Massachusetts, Tow Clerk, vital and town recor
Notes
Incluges proc s, tax rolis, lists of those avallable for jury duty, misc.

Massachusetts, Town Clerk, Vital and Town Records are available online, click here

FamilySearch.org
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Patriotic Service
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Acts of Patriotic Service

* These acts cannot be self-serving

* Service could only be rendered to the
Patriots

* This can be one act or a series of actions
demonstrating loyalty to the American
cause

16

Examples of Patriotic Service

* Signing oaths of allegiance to the new government

* Rendering aid to wounded (nurses and doctors)

¢ Furnishing supplies

* Lending money or munitions

* Ministers giving patriotic sermons

* Paying supply taxes

* Defenders of forts and stations

* Members of Continental Congress, State Conventions and
Assemblies

* Membership in committees during the war (ex.
Committees of Correspondence, Inspection, and Safety)

* Boston Tea Party participants

17

Patriotic Sermons

* Religion provided a moral sanction for opposing
British rule

* Ministers of the Church of England are not
eligible — they swore an oath to support the King

18
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Sermon from Rev. Samuel Langdon

Rev. Samuel Langdon - president of Harvard College preached in Watertown, CT,
May 31, 1775 (one month after the Battles of Lexington and Concord):

"We have lived to see the time when British liberty is just ready to expire—when the
constitution of government which has so long been the glory and strength of the
English nation is deeply undermined and ready to tumble into ruins—when America
is threatened with cruel oppression and the arm of power is stretched out against
New England, especially this colony, to compel us to submit to the arbitrary acts of
legislators who are not our representatives, and who will not bear the least part of
the burdens which, without mercy, they are laying upon us" (Thornton, John
‘Wingate. The Pulpit of the American Revolution: or the Political Sermons of the
Period of 1776 Boston: Gould and Lincoln, 1860, pg. 235).

4/7/2025

19

Oaths of Allegiance

* 18th century oaths were seen as "sworn promises"

* Most colonies required an oath of allegiance by free males over
the minimum age (varied from over 16 to 21 years)

* Prisoners of war and enslaved persons were exempt from taking
an oath of allegiance

* Women were not required to take an oath of allegiance unless
required in other circumstances (ex. in New York to file a
lawsuit)

* Some colonies allowed Quakers to affirm allegiance
(Connecticut, Maryland, Massachusetts, New Hampshire, New
Jersey, North Carolina, New York, Rhode Island, Vermont)

20

Oath of Allegiance Example

L R , do swear (or affirm) that I renounce and refuse
all allegiance to George the Third, King of Great Britain, his
heirs and successors, and that I will be faithful and bear true
allegiance to the commonwealth of Pennsylvania as a free
and independent state, and that I will not at any time do or
cause to be done any matter or thing that will be prejudicial
or injurious to the j{eedom and independence thereof, as
declared by Congress; and also that I will discover and make
known to some one justice of the peace of the said state all
treasons 2 and traitorous conspiracies which I now know or
hereafter shall know to be formed against this or any of the
United States of America.”

— Oaths of Allegiance During the American Revolution 8
May 2021, Sons of the American Revolution (SAR)

21
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Three Elements of an Oath of

Allegiance
* Renouncing allegiance to the King of England

* Promise of allegiance to the state as an
independent state

* Commitment to reveal treasons and conspiracies
against any of the states

22

Oaths of Allegiance - Minimum Age
Requirements

*  Connecticut - Office holders and freemen (over 21)

* Delaware - White males over 21

*  Georgia - All men over 16

*  Maryland - Free males over 18

*  North Carolina - Free males over 16

*  Pennsylvania - White males over 18

*  Rhode Island - Men above 21

*  South Carolina - Free males over 16

¢ Vermont - Freemen (over 21)

 Virginia - Free born males over 16 (except indentured servants)

23
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Delaware Public Archives
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Oaths of Allegiance -
Massachusetts and Rhode Island

* Massachusetts and Rhode Island oaths did not include an allegiance to
a state.

* They required a man to pledge supporting the war against
Great Britain.

25

Oaths of Allegiance - Georgia

* Men were allowed to affirm allegiance

* Officers in high state positions were required to
swear an oath of allegiance

26

Oaths of Allegiance - Maryland

* Also allowed affirmation by Dunkers and Mennonites

* Separate lists were kept of those who swore and those
who affirmed allegiance

e 1781 - Permitted Quakers, Dunkers and Mennonites
to preach without affirming allegiance assuming they
had not manifested a disposition against the state of
Maryland

+ 1783 - Allowed Methodists to preach without
affirming allegiance

27
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Oaths of Allegiance - North

Carolina
* Also allowed affirmation by Dunkers,
Mennonites, and Moravians

* Men who took an oath of allegiance were allowed
to purchase land at 50 shillings/acre

— 640 acres per single man

— 640 acres per married man plus 100 acres each for
his wife and each child

28

Supply Taxes

» Congress has no authority to levy taxes. Money and supplies were
requested from the states.

* Taxes went towards raising supplies, paying troops, building ships,
providing clothing, raising bounty money, providing relief for families
of soldiers in service.

* The laws that were passed to levy taxes must state in the statute that
they were addressing a request of the Continental Congress and/or to
support the war or achieve independence.

* Each state has different tax assessments that were levied. Consult the
DAR and SAR guides on which taxes count for patriotic service.

29

Online Databases
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Patriot Research System PATRIOT RESEARCH SYSTEM

sar.org/patriot-research-system

34
£Fo )
Sm{ Patriot Research System (PRS) J
Use of PRS Data on NSSAR Applications:
Submissions / Updates / Corrections:
sar.org/patriot-research-system
35

Search Patriots

sar.org/patriot-research-system

36

©American Ancestors, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center

4/7/2025

12



Class 2: Revolutionary War Research: Tracing Patriot and Loyalist Ancestors

SR - ]

& Darby KELLY/KELLEY a8 P . 0

4/7/2025

Revolutionary War Public Service Claims Index

Search the Index
L B |
Contact Us

- ~
* Revolutionary War Public Service Claims Index
= B

Iva-virginia.libguides.com/public-service

38

Bell, John (Philip Johnsor

1

Title
Description

Biographicaljhistarical

Iva-virginia.libguides.com/public-service

39
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Iva-virginia.libguides.com/public-service

40
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NORTH CAROLINA LAND GRANT IMAGES AND DATA

44

nclandgrants.com

45
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LOOSE BOCUMENT IMAGES) TOR LAND GRANT FILE NUMBER 1211

115 ARE 0N THIS WEBSITE T BEENLINKEDTO THE DATA

nclandgrants.com
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Land Grant to Aaron Arnold, 1780, Orange
County, North Carolina, nclandgrants.com
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£3 American Ancestors.

Search Events Membership Give

AmericanAncestors.org
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QUESTIONS?

Researching Loyalists

Oaths of Allegiance

* In November 1775, an updated oath of allegiance
to King George III was created.

* Over 3,000 individuals took an oath of allegiance
to denounce the patriot cause and pledged
support to King George III

54
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Loyalist Oath of Allegiance

* "I, AB do therefore abjure all their Authority and
solemnly promise in the presence of Almighty
God to bear faith and true Allegiance to his sacred
Majesty George the 3rd and will to the utmost of
my power and Ability support maintain and
defend his Crown and dignity against all
traiterous Attempts and Conspiracies whatsoever".

55

Town Records

50 GIITY Document No. 150.

Boston Ss: At a meeting of the Selectmwen,, Sep’, 17, 1777.
3y acct® Qnollaw Se o] e W =
Gave M-, John Peck two Certificates for the Judge of Probate
‘of this Couuty, that Richard Smith Merch. & Daniel Chismore
Commissary General of Stores, have absented themselves from
this Town & State & voluntavily joined themselves to our Enemies.

M. Dorr appointed to make a change of the Stove in y° School
in Queen Street, the present being insullicient.

[157.] DM~ Preston & Fellows a Comm®, to view the Iay
Engine & Report what alteration in the same & of its situation
may be necessary.

Boston Selectmen's Minutes from 1776 through 1786

57
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163.] Ovdered, that . P %
the[culliu;]; i e ) that the Town Clerk issue a Warrant for

wan Mceting on Fryday next, 8 OClock .M.

“Boston Ss: At a Meeting of the S
‘ . . electmen, Decr, 26, 1777
r?)se.n.t. Mess®™. Scollaj'-, Weuﬁell. Williams, Aust'iu, Dorr. P‘relst{;t;lg‘
‘.G!l tlﬁcatres were given (hat Jonathan Loring Esq., Joshurln
oring Jun®. & Joseph Goldthwait Esq. late Residents of Boston

re now absconding & have in the opini 3 chir
ur Bremies fo. pinion of the Selectmen Join

Boston Selectmen's Minutes from 1776 through 1786

58

Newspaper Accounts

£3 American Ancestors.

PR P —— . |

Search Events Membership Give Publications Expert Help Tools. Signature Prajects Centers & infistives

U.S. Newspapers

www.AmericanAncestors.org

60
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ome  Avamced Seah  Browse PubRaK Ty Pt =

America's Historical Newspapers

Explore the nation's past in unprecedented ways
newspapers cenunes

Naea more options? Try Advanced Sesrch

Resuis ParPage -

[e——

Hew-York, Sept.29 =

https://infoweb-newsbank-com.nehgs.idm.oclc.o

62

Mome  Avencosseacn  Browse Aubianses oy oloer =

Extract of & Letter from a Gentleman of y. Dated Falmouth July 12 780

https://infoweb-newsbank-com.nehgs.idm.oclc.o
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) 01 Friftay the 1 Yinftant departed this life, much
lamented, aiter a lung and tedious ilinels, which he
‘hnewull great patiemce, in the 6oth year of his age,
Me. SAMUEL JARVIS, a Lovavisr from
Stantord, in Cinneélicut,~=and on Sunday evening

his remaine were interred, attended by a numerous
bady of the inhabitants of this city, a id loyalits
from diffzren t parts, —=—He way ever much relpeéted

by the circle of his acquaintance, as an hu..tll man,
an affeflionate hutband, teader parent,
friend, He difcharged lht duties of Rec
town of Stanford for many years, in which he gave!
univer(al fatiefaflion, until the commencement of
this cruel rebellion, which he eaily oppoled with a
patriotic zeal, and ever .I.Jk)\.ﬁll!l‘ a firm, unalterable
advocate in behalf of his Sovereign and the glorions,
conftitution. His fons, b ylhnr Flecution of the rabels, |
were early foresd from their poffeffians, and came|
within the Brutith lines. Nowithftanding the muly‘
and frequent abufes he met with, in perfon and pro-|
perty, from the banditti, he remained in pofleffion

https://infoweb-newsbank-com.nehgs.idm.oclc.or
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Advertisement | massachusetts Spy(Worcester, Massacusetts)

roge 41 v 4 rapesats View Full Page Searen Issue View Detads.

Highiight Tof3nghighs = »

TOP A [TT

[ S Y]
Oune Hundred Dt OLL Alls Ll‘.ward.

sawn grey
s gresncon: faced with bl
velvet waifleoat, and brown velvet beeechen
alfo a brown coat and waillcoar, and may pe.fibly
have taken other cloathes with b
crofled over Delaware ac Cooper's Feny laik mghx.
and it is endeavour to
Loard ane of the mea of war in the river, or
Hook.
m.rp.-mu this Jangerous enemy to the Amarican
cavfe. and a Reward of One Hundred Dollare in here-
by offered 10 any perfon or pesfons that all take and
bring him back 10 the gaol of this eity, and all rea-
rmil: cchurge, puid.
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Published
Town Histories

John Kenney, Esq., was appointed by the town to obtain
evidence against the Tories. In regard to five, no action
appears to have been taken, but Edward Taylor was so
obnoxious that Kenney determined to have him arrested.
Taylor, ascertaining the situation of affairs, declared that
he would not be taken alivee. He made a great dis-
play of fire-arms, and it was asserted that he had no less
than seven guns in his house at one time; and when he went
into the village he was a walking arsenal. Accordingly, Mr.
Kenney procured the assistance of Squire Tudor, who had
been judge advocate in the Continental army, came to
Stoughton, put up at the old May tavern, and in three
days, having obtained sufficient evidence, ordered, as the
town’s attorney, the arrest of Taylor. He was arrested at
midnight, and after a vigorous resistance, conveyed into
Boston and confined in the guard-house.

o

Daniel T.V. Huntoon, History of Canton (1893)

68

In 1777 an Act of the General Court obliged the selectmen
“to present the names of all thos
the common cause, and had endeavor
of April, 1775, to counteract the united struggles of this, and
the United States for the preservation of their liberties and

who were unfriendly to
since the nineteenth

privileges.” Six only were found; namely, William Curtis,
Noah Kingsbury, Samuel Capen, Henry Crane, Edward

Shale, and Edward Taylor. William Curtis was an

Stougliton men. Noah
paid his ministerial rates
not the Canton man of
» and Jerusha (Talbot)
nd died in Stoughton, Apr

bigail (Peffer) Cranc:
he was born May 6, 171, and married Abigail Lyon, Nov.
29, 1744 He was a
its constant friend and supporter.
Shale lived in the Bet Everton ln
lution; he was married to F
of Milton, in 1753 ; he died A
Edward, who was born Oet
1776, and was in the pa
the old house until April
seventy-sixth year of he
had no one to follow her to her gr

Daniel T.V. Huntoon, History of Canton (1893)

69
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Online Databases

7 American Ancestors

Search Events Membership Give

Search Database

Last Name

cestors.org/search/databasesearch/80/massachusetts-divided-hearts-

massachusetts-loyalists-1765-1790

71

£ American Ancestors.

Search Events Membership Give

Massachusetts: Divided Hearts, Massachusetts
Loyalists, 1765-1790

= -
L}

www.AmericanAncestors.org/search/databasesearch/80/massachusetts-divided-hearts-

massachusetts-loyalists-1765-1790

72
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144 Massachusetts Loyalists

4/7/2025

nz b. 3/6/1735[6] at Northampton, d. 12/14/1805 at An-
ke ] herst: Amherst; Yale 1756, lawyer, JP

RM

A 1777
STUART, William: St. George; yeoman
L; St. Andrews, NB
6B
STUDSON, John: scituate; housewright
M

quilty inimical trial 1777; J 1777

STURTEVANT, d. 8/1775; Halifax, NS

Josiah: w. Lois & 6 children RM
Ply. prop. L 1782

Divided Hearts Mass. Loyalists 1765-1790

73

EDWARD DOUGHERTY

of Boston, where he gained a comfortable livelihood. In September,
1775, he joined the Loyal Irish Volunteers at Boston, under the command
of James Forrest (7.2.), and served until the evacuation of that town by
the British troops, when he went to Halifax and thence to New York.

Here he joined a volunteer company and endeavoured to carry on a little
business. With his memorial is a schedule of his losses.

A certificate of allegiance is signed by Governor William Ttyon, o
New Yorlk, January 24, 1777. Two certificates, signed by Captain Oliver

f['f:mpln:t_on, of the Loyal New York Volunteers, state that Dougherty
joined his company, November 10, 1777, and served until May 11, 1782,
while another certificate, signed by James Forrest, states that he joined

the Loyal Irish Volunteers in September, 1775. (F.O. 4/1) In his
affidavit of April 12, 170, Dougherty says that he joined the Associated
Luly:gl)sts of Boston before joining the Loyal Irish Volunteers. (A.O.
13/98.

He was granted £20 in 1787, apparently to return to Nova Scotia.
(A.Q 1)2/102, {. 103.) He claimed [432 and was allowed f8o. (A.O.
12109,

E. Alfred Jones, The Loyalists of Massachusetts (1930)

74

Maryland Loyalism Project

Maryland Loyalism Project

75
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Connecticut Loyalists

.7 o7 stata Libeary AT DN COUSTONS  STARON NEWS | CONT TR TS

History & Genealogy Indexes

Index to Loyalist Connecticut court records, 177684

76

Index to Loyalist Connecticut Court
Records, 1776-84

mDATA &
sl

e 10 Loyals Conecticut Court Racords, 1776-84

77

QUESTIONS?
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Women's Roles
During the

Revolutionary War

How did women show patriotic

service?
* Making home spun clothes

* Boycotting British goods

 Paying taxes

* Fundraising money for supplies for soldiers

* Battlefield service (camp followers, nurses,
military service)

80

Daughters of Liberty

Established in 1765 ~ PROVIDENCE, March 12.

* Organization composed
solely of women

Boycotted British goods
and made their own,
including homespun cloth

wreuld purchale

mare Britifh Masufrélures wleds

Providence Gazette 12 Mar 1766
via Early American Newspapers

81
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Spinning Bees

* Gatherings of women
spinning yarn

* The amount of thread
and yarn produced at the
spinning bees was
published in the
newspapers

82

F ) 81D 1ullowingT§tn Account of the Pertormances
’1 of a Number of Miffes at Warren, in this Colony,
who, ata late Spinning-Match in that Town, fpun in
one Day, of good Linen Thread, the Quantities afcri~
bed to their refpe@ive Names, viz.

Mifes Sk KnTh,  Miffis Sk KnTh.
Lydia Cockrum, 4 11 ofPatience Miller, 3 11 25
Reb.Eafterbrooks, 4 11 20{Roby Thurber, ¢ 5 o
AnnaBalterbrooks6 4 ofElizabeth Eddy, ¢ 8 15
Lydia Turner, 4 2 14|Betty Bowen, 5§ 4 ©
Roby Luther, 4 9 z2o|Lois Cole, 5 130
Lilles Barton, 4 3 2|{Rebecca Miller, 3 12 :9
Polly Miller, 4 § ofNabby Bradford, 4 8 20
Lilles Hale, 4 4 ofHarty Cole, 5 234
Patience Hill, 5 4 o|Mary Cary, 41313
Deborah Cole, 5 11 o e —
Rebecca Nuning, 4 3 30 TFotal, o6 2 18

The Newport Mercury 26 May 1766
(Early American Newspapers)

83

Tea Boycotts

* Foreign tea was not allowed in social gatherings

* "Liberty teas" were made instead from herbs and
fruits

— Labradore tea (also known as Hyperion Tea)

— Yeepann tea (popular in North Carolina)
— Raspberry Leaf Tea

— Indian Lemonade Tea

84

©American Ancestors, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 28



Class 2: Revolutionary War Research: Tracing Patriot and Loyalist Ancestors

* 5] women in Edenton,
North Carolina, led by

October 25, 1774

* The women signed a
statement of protest to
give up tea and boycott
other British products

4/7/2025

Edenton Tea Party

Penelope Barker, met on

85

uwmcry, wed m it has bewn

EDENTON, Nenrw Canciina, Ofhber 35 1734,

§ we cannot be indifferent on any
that appasrs merly to it the Paace sod H

o~ oy e
e it feversl parcicolar by a Mesting of
a8 Dty which we owe,

The Virginia Gazette 3 November 1774 (Early
American Newspapers)

86

* Chapter 205 - Acts and
Resolves of the Province
of Massachusetts Bay

* Inhabitants of several
towns were required to
supply cattle or money
to purchase beef for the
Continental Army

Beef Tax

87
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Philadelphia Ladies Association

‘Te SENTIMENTS of ai ’ ?iﬁ?ﬁiﬁﬁﬁ?ﬁxﬁﬁg :
Anl\g ER Irg. A .,H }YMO MAN: formed the organization in
N e o f st v, e Voma of i i 1780

Ammmdb ihe et
el bnoe paripers

¢ Torrow at i oy, in pot ol
el Tia s o e
oo e )
% * The purpose of the women's
group in Philadelphia, as
stated in their Sentiments of
an American Woman, was "to
contribute as much as could
depend on them, to the
deliverance of their country."

o 6l
ing themfelves uader ite
the difgrace of humitiation.

* Members were the elite,
married ladies of Philadelphia

89

Canvassing

* The city was divided into ten districts as well as
one near Germantown

* A team of women was assigned to canvass the
district seeking donations from every woman
"according to her ability, and her disposition"

* The organization amassed over 300,000 dollars
from 1400+ residents

90
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Donations Received by the Philadelphia Ladies Association by
District, Life an spondence of Josepl on archive.org
T T

W0, i SERCRITTION ENTELKD IXTO BY THE LABIES OF FAILATELIA 43

A DONATION 79 THE SOLDIELS OF THE ANERICAN ARAT.

Donations Received by the Philadelphia Ladies Ass
District, Life and correspondence of Joseph Reed on archive.org

Loyalist Women
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What actions made a woman a
Loyalist?

* Married a Loyalist man

* Importing and selling British goods

* Delivered intelligence to the British

* Housing or supplying British soldiers

* Resisted edicts from Committees of Credit: What is a
Safety or other local militias Female Loyalist?
By Kacy Tillman,
* Declared pacificism Common Place,
issue 13.4
 Fled their homes to live with other (Summer, 2013)

Loyalist exiles

4/7/2025

94

Women Merchants

Loyalist women refused to sign
nonimportation agreements,
banning the importation of goods
from Great Britain or other parts
of Europe

‘When the First Continental
Congress accepted Virginia's
nonimportation resolution laws in
1774, every single female milliner
and dressmaker who arrived in
Williamsburg, Virginia between
1766 and 1771 announced they
would leave the colony of Virginia

month,

e — — o

“’numsnunu. WU, 34 75
$ Lincend for Great A ot
L\ ately, all mrs. Rathel
GOODS will be abfolutely fold by publick
vendue, the 1oth and 11th days of next
month, for ready money, with a large
f’{“ window, {(Ume {how-glaffes, and glafs
Cafes —eoennAll perfins indebted 1o vars.
athell ar: vequefted. to difcharge their
accounts immediately, cither to Fohn
Tazewell, efq; of this city, or to

November 24, 1775 edition of
Purdie's Virginia Gazette, Colonial
Williamsburg Foundation

95

Legislative Petitions

* Between 1776 and 1780, the legislatures of Virginia,
North Carolina, South Carolina, and Georgia
received over 780 petitions from women.

* In 1782, twenty-one Whig women of Wilmington,
North Carolina signed a petition against the 48-
hour eviction of Loyalist families, arguing that it
was "beneath the character of the independent State
of North Carolina to war with women and

children."

Credit: Southern Women in
Revolution, 1776-1800: Personal and
Political Narratives by Cynthia A.
Kierner.
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Review

1. Town Records are an important record set for finding
your patriotic ancestors paying taxes and serving in
civil positions, as well as identifying Loyalists who
were brought before the Committee of Safety and/or
left town due to their Loyalist sympathies

2. Consult your State Archives for records that will prove
your ancestor's patriotic or Loyalist service

Consult multiple repositories and record sets to prove
your ancestor's allegiances and participation during
the Revolutionary War. There are many ways that
individuals contributed!

4. Don't forget to research the ladies! They contributed
in many ways including boycotts, petitioning,
fundraising, paying taxes, and more.

AR AR N R N RN RN

(o]
~

QUESTIONS?

Schedule a consultation

consultations@americanancestors.org

Hire Research Services
research@americanancestors.org

Consultations

Book a one-on-one

consultation with

agenealogist and
receive help with your
family history research!

AmericanAncestors.org/ -
Expert-Help/Consultations @ fahli:
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THANK YOU!

AmericanAncestors.org/Education
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