
Connecticut 
Research Tour 2025
Pre-Tour Preparation Meeting
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Meet today’s 
presenters

Christopher C. Child
Senior Genealogist of the Newbury Street Press; 

Editor, Mayflower Descendant;
Associate Editor, the New England Historical and 

Genealogical Register

Kathleen Mackenzie
Education and Programming 

Manager
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OVERVIEW
• Presentation (40 mins.)

• Goals of the program
• Getting to Hartford
• Program overview
• Research preparation
• Next steps

• Q&A (15 mins.)
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Goals & Overview
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Christopher C. Child
Senior Genealogist of the Newbury 

Street Press; 
Editor, Mayflower Descendant;

Associate Editor, the New England 
Historical and 

Genealogical Register

Jen Shakshober
Researcher

Kathleen Mackenzie
Education and Programming Manager
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At a Glance
May 21-23 at the Connecticut State Library & Archives

Tour includes:
• Orientation to the Connecticut State Library & Archives
• One pre-tour consultation
• One on-tour consultation
• Lecture by Christopher C. Child
• Opening dinner on Wednesday
• Pre-program preparation webinar and resources

©American Ancestors, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 7



Navigating the Local 
Area
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Getting to Hartford
• From Bradley International Airport: 
– 22-minute cab/uber to downtown Hartford
– 30-Bradley-Flyer bus from the Airport

• From Logan International Airport:
– 10-minute cab/uber to Boston South Station, or 

take the Silver line bus
– From South Station, take a Greyhound or Peter Pan 

bus to Hartford
– OR 1 hour 45 minute drive to Hartford from Logan
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Parking
• Metered on-street parking is available on Oak, Russ, Lafayette 

(one-way street from Capitol Avenue), and Buckingham Streets. 

• All-day free parking is available on Hungerford Street (one-way 
street from Capitol Avenue), one block west of and parallel to 
Oak Street. Early arrivals may find spaces in the Capitol Place 
parking garage at 21 Oak Street. A parking lot at Buckingham 
and Hudson Streets offers reasonable all-day rates.

• There are several parking spots designated for those with 
limited mobility. There is a button located near the parking gate 
that calls security, who will direct you to the appropriate 
parking spot. Security can also take you through a limited 
access doorway.
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Courtesy Hotel Block
• DoubleTree by Hilton Hartford Downtown, 15-

minute walk (or 5-minute drive) from the 
Connecticut State Library & Archives

• $169/night.

• To reserve a room as part of the block, please use the 
link on the tour landing page or contact Hilton and 
request the “American Ancestors CT” hotel block.

• Book by April 21st for this special rate. 

• There are other hotels nearby, all about this distance 
from the library.
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Lunch Options Near 
Connecticut State Library & Archives
• There is a break room in the library for staff and 

visitors if you bring your own lunch/take out 
• A cafeteria at the Legislative Office Building 

diagonally across Capitol Avenue is open to the 
public

• A small restaurant is available on the first floor of the 
Connecticut Education Association (CEA) building 
on Oak Street

• Vendor trucks are available around Bushnell Park.
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Schedule
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Wednesday, May 21
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Tuesday, May 22
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Wednesday, May 23
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Participant Form
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Participant Form Part 1 –
Due May 2
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Participant Form Part 2 –
Due May 16
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Participant Form, Cont.
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Researching Connecticut Ancestors: Four 
Centuries of History and Genealogy
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Tour Landing Page
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Consultations
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Consultations

• One pre-tour 
consultation

• One on-site consultation

• 30 minutes each

• Participant form 1 due 
May 2, form 2 due May 
16
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• Focus your questions

• Bring family trees and copies of relevant 
documents (vital records, etc.)

• Be ready to list sources you have
already checked 

• Be prepared to work on a different 
branch when something turns up

• Trust the process!

Consultation Prep
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Fellow
Participants
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Your Research at the 
Connecticut State 

Library

©American Ancestors, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 30



Collection Highlights
• Biography, Town, and Subject clipping files

• “Connecticut Archives”, 1629-1820

• Genealogical Indexes

• Manuscript materials on family names, towns, and subjects

• Maps

• Microfilm and Microfiche Collections

• Newspapers

• Special genealogy files (bible records, researchers’ notes, corrections to the 
Barbour Collection, etc.)

• Databases (Ancestry.com, American Ancestors, Early American Newspapers, 
the Hartford Courant, and more)
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Catalog
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https://libguides.ctstatelibrary.org/primo/
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https://cscu-csl-primo.hosted.exlibrisgroup.com/primo-
explore/search?vid=CSL_V1&lang=en_US&sortby=rank
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Search within CSL Catalog
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New Haven Divorce Guides
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Guide, Index, and Location of original record
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Putnam Church Records
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https://finditct.org/eg/opac/home
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Putnam Church Records at CSL and elsewhere
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Finding Aids
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https://cslarchives.ctstatelibrary.org/
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https://cslarchives.ctstatelibrary.org/repositories/2/resources?
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Tip
Some archival records stored at the Connecticut State 

Library’s off-site facility are currently unavailable in 
preparation for and installation of new compact shelving.

For the status of specific record groups, contact History 
and Genealogy Unit reference staff by email: 

CSL.ISREF@ct.gov or phone: (860) 757-6580, or State 
Archives staff by email: CT.Archives@ct.gov.
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Library Spaces and 
Procedures
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The History & Genealogy 
Reading Room

• This is where we will spend most of our time—all 
non-archival materials are viewed in this room.

• Your consultations will take place here.

• No food allowed

• Water, bags, laptops, etc. 
are all allowed in this 
area. 
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Reading Room Equipment
• One book scanner in the History & Genealogy reading 

room. Two in the Law reading room. No charge.

• Camera stand in Archives Reading Area.

• Two microfilm readers and three reader scanners in the 
reading room. One hour limit for the machines. If no one 
else is waiting, you can continue using.

• Two public access computers in the reading room, wifi
available. 

• One photocopier.

• Prints/copies are 25 cents/page. Dollars/coins only. 
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Accessing Archival Materials
• A pass is required to view archival materials.

• Ask a librarian for a researcher application and 
submit with current photo ID. 

• You may request up to five items (e.g. a box, 
volume, or envelope, etc.)

• Complete one request slip for each item.

©American Ancestors, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 48



Retrieval Schedule
• Onsite Retrieval
– 10:30 a.m., 12:00 p.m., & 2:00 p.m.

• Offsite Retrieval
– 10:45 a.m.

• Request slips need to be given to the staff member 
15 minutes prior to the Retrieval time.
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The Archives Reading Area
• This is a separate area for viewing 

archival materials

• You may enter the Archives 
Reading Area after your requested 
materials arrive

• You’ll show your pass and photo 
ID upon entering and sign in

• This area is limited to a 
maximum of 5 people at one 
time.

• Only pencils and notepaper 
allowed
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The Archives Reading Area, Cont.
• Certain equipment can be used with approval (camera, 

reference materials, etc.)

• Lockers are available- keys are at the reference desk

• You’ll show your pass and photo ID, and sign in with the 
attendant

• Use one item at a time

• Photographing items is ok, but ask staff about photocopying 
procedures

• Allow the attendant to inspect your notes when you leave, then 
sign out

• Items may be held over for three working days.
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Next Steps
1- Visit the tour webpage

2- Submit participant forms
3- Consider viewing materials from Researching 
Connecticut Ancestors course, under “Pre-Tour To-
Dos”
5- Use the online catalogs 

6- Make research to-do lists

7- Book a hotel as needed, courtesy block at 

Hilton DoubleTree must be booked by 04/21
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QUESTIONS?
Kathleen.Mackenzie@americanancestors.org
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THANK YOU!
AmericanAncestors.org
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