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Immigration & Naturalization
• For most genealogists this means:
– Passenger lists
– Traditional naturalization records
• Declaration of Intent
• Petition for Naturalization
• Naturalization Certificate

• The National Archives has many other records in 
addition to these
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Immigration & Naturalization
• RG 21 – Records of District Courts of the U.S.

• RG 36 – Records of the U.S. Customs Service

• RG 56 – General Records of the Dept. of Treasury

• RG 85 – Records of the Immigration and 
Naturalization Service (INS)

• RG 90 – Records of the Public Health Service
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Immigration
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Immigration

Passenger 
List

Arrival

Examin-
ation

Problems?

Admit/
Deport
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https://www.archives.gov/research/genealogy
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Immigration Forms

Passenger Lists
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Guide to Federal Records
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https://www.archives.gov/research
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https://www.archives.gov/research/guide-fed-records
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www.archives.gov/research/guide-fed-records/groups/085.html
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RG 85 Files
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RG 85 Case Files
• Often referred to as Entry 9 files

• U.S. Subject Index to Correspondence and Case 
Files of the Immigration and Naturalization 
Service, 1903-1959

• On microfilm (publication T458)
• On Ancestry.com

• The records generated from detention of, 
investigation of, or questions about immigrants.
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Case Files
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Subject Index – T458
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Subject Index

While Alyna Lina was listed in the 
Subject Index because of her Ellis Island 
hospital admission, she was detained 
for an entirely different reason.

Washington, DC Research Tour 2025

©American Ancestors, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 16



Entry 9 Case Files
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Entry 9 Case Files
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Case File
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Possible Records
• BSI and Detainee lists

• Detention Cards

• Medical certificates and 
other health records

• Board of Special Inquiry 
interviews

• Correspondence

• Bills for expenses

• Bonds

• Court records

• Verification of landing

• Records generated by 
county officials

• Arrest warrants

• Deportation warrants
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Other Immigration 
Files

Washington, DC Research Tour 2025

©American Ancestors, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 21



Americanization Files
• Education and Americanization Files, 1914-1936 

(Entry 30)

• Citizenship Training Textbooks, 1918-1935 (Entry 
34)

• May not have information on your ancestors but 
offer insight into what immigrants were 
experiencing in becoming Americans.
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Citizenship Training
• Much of the information is the business of the 

schools

• May luck out and find that lists of graduates have 
been included

• Could show an ancestor who went through such a 
class, but perhaps died before completing the 
naturalization process.
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Citizenship Training (Entry 30)
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Citizenship Training (Entry 30)
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Entry 34 – Training Books
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Registers & Indexes

Registers of Letters Received, 07/12/1891-09/11/1903 
(Entry 3)

Records of Passports Procured by the Deportation 
Division, 1927-1937 (Entry 11)

Index of Fraudulent Naturalizations, 1906-1915 (Entry 
28)

Index to Naturalizations of World War I Soldiers, 1918 
(Entry 29) 
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The Land
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Finding Federal Applications and 
Warrants

• Destroyed bounty application files have been replaced 
by cards
– Name of veteran, rank, unit, warrant number, numbers 

of acres granted, date issued, assignee

• National Archives (NARA)
– Applications:  M804 Revolutionary War Pension and 

Bounty Land Warrant Application Files 1800-1900
– Warrants:  M829 Revolutionary War Bounty Land 

Warrants Used in the U.S. Military District of Ohio and 
Related Papers 
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Example
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M804 – Bounty Land Entry
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War of 1812 Bounty Land
• Located in present day states of Arkansas, Illinois 

and Missouri (Michigan was planned but not 
fulfilled)

• First and Second Acts:  24 December 1811 and 11 
January 1812 for 160 acres for soldiers and non-
commissioned officers

• Act of 10 December 1814
– Provisions for soldiers enlisting after 1814
– 320 acres of land 
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Finding the 1812 Warrant
• NARA Publication
– War of 1812 Military Bounty Land Warrants, 1815-

1858  (M848, 14 rolls)

• Ancestry Database:  “U.S., War Bounty Land 
Warrants, 1789-1858” (includes M848 and M829 
– Ohio Warrants)

• Fold3 Database: “War of 1812 Military Bounty 
Land Warrants, 1815”
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Later Bounty Land Acts
• 27 July 1842 – Could use 1812 warrant for land outside of the 

three areas set aside

• 11 February 1847 – for one year’s service in Mexican War, 160 
acres

• 28 September 1850 – War of 1812 and Indian Wars
– Nine months of service – 160 acres
– Four months of service – 80 acres
– One month of service – 40 acres

• 22 March 1852 – Removes restriction on assignment for all 
warrants

• 3 March 1855 – Extended land benefits to groups previously not 
covered, including Native Americans.

Washington, DC Research Tour 2025

©American Ancestors, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 35



Land Entry Case Files
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What is a land entry case file?
• These are records that document the transfer of 

public lands from the U.S. government to private 
ownership

• The National Archives holds over 10 million land 
entry case files that cover 30 public land states!
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Which States Were Not Included as 
Public Land?

• Original 13 colonies
– Connecticut, Delaware, Georgia, Maryland, 

Massachusetts, New Hampshire, New Jersey, New 
York, North Carolina, Pennsylvania, Rhode Island, 
South Carolina, Virginia

• Hawaii, Kentucky, Maine, Tennessee, Texas, 
Vermont, and West Virginia
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What Types of Land Entry Case Files 
Exist?

• Military Bounty Land Warrants

• Pre-1908 General Land Entry Files

• Post-1908 General Land Entry Files
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Military Bounty Land Warrants

• Filed by the year of the congressional act that 
authorized the warrant, number of acres granted, 
and warrant number
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Mexican War Bounty

February 11, 1847: 
ScripWarrant Act of 1847
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Records Before July 1908

• Organized by state, land office, type of entry (ex. Credit, 
cash, homestead, timber, and mineral), and final certificate 
number

• Large portions of these files are NOT organized by name

• Seven States Index (Alabama, Alaska, Arizona, Florida, 
Louisiana, Nevada, and Utah)

• Includes Canceled or Relinquished Land Entries
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Records After July 1908

• Regardless or state or type, organized in one large 
series by a serial patent number

• The National Archives holds name indices that 
include the patent number through the mid 
1950's.

• The Bureau of Land Management district office 
would need to be contacted for records after mid-
1950's
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Cash Entry Files
• Most land entries after the Cash Act of 1820 was 

passed and before the Homestead Act of 1862 
were direct cash purchases

• The purchaser did not have to be a citizen, 
provide proof of residency, or improvements on 
the land.

• In the 1830's and 1840's, preemption laws 
required proof that the entryman met specific 
requirements
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Using the Bureau of 
Land Management 

GLO web site
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https://glorecords.blm.gov
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https://glorecords.blm.gov
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https://glorecords.blm.gov
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https://glorecords.blm.gov
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https://glorecords.blm.gov
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Land Entry Case File

Warrantee:
Epperson, James

Record Group 49
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RG 49 – Land Entry Files
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Homestead Acts
• Southern Homestead Act of 1866

– Included and encouraged African Americans to obtain a 
homestead

• Timber Culture Act of 1873
– Claimant required to plant trees
– No residency requirement

• Kinkaid Amendment (1904)
– 640 acres to new homesteaders in western Nebraska

• Enlarged Homestead Act (1909)
– Doubled acreage from 160 to 320 acres in marginal areas

• National Stock-Raising Homestead Act (1916)
– Granted 640 acres for ranching purposes
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Dawes Act
• Passed in 1887 under President Grover Cleveland

• Allowed the federal government to divide tribal lands. Native 
Americans who accepted the division were allowed to 
become U.S. citizens.

• 160 acres of farmland or 320 acres of grazing land 
was granted to the head of each Native American family.

• To receive allotment, enroll with the Office of Indian Affairs. 
Their name went on the "Dawes rolls".
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What's in the Homestead File?
• Final Certificate

• Final Receiver's Receipt

• Testimony of Claimant

• Testimony of Witness

• Final Homestead Affidavit

• Application and accompanying affidavits
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Finding Records at 
NARA
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https://www.archives.gov/research/guide-fed-records/groups/075.html
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https://catalog.archives.gov/advancedsearch
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https://catalog.archives.gov/advancedsearch
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https://catalog.archives.gov/advancedsearch
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https://catalog.archives.gov/advancedsearch
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Military Records 
at NARA
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Revolutionary War
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Revolutionary War Resources
Pension Records and Bounty Land

• Early Bounty Land records were destroyed in two 
fires at the War Department in 1800 and 
1814. Many Pensions will make a reference to a 
BLW Number, and state "No papers".

• Fold3 has digitized all Revolutionary War Pension 
records from the microfilm.

• Revolutionary War Pensions cannot be examined 
at NARA.

Washington, DC Research Tour 2025

©American Ancestors, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 64



www.fold3.com
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www.fold3.com
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Joshua Whitney Pension File
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Joshua Whitney Pension File
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Joshua Whitney Pension File
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Joshua Whitney Pension File
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Revolutionary War Resources
Final Payment Vouchers

• Fold3 has the index to Final Payment vouchers, 
and the images for the states of Georgia and 
Delaware.

• Revolutionary War Vouchers are being digitized at 
NARA and currently cannot be examined.
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https://www.archives.gov
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https://www.archives.gov
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Index Card to Final Payments
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NARA – Final Payment Voucher
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NARA – Final Payment Voucher
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NARA – Final Payment Voucher
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NARA Request for Military Records Form
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Civil War
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Compiled Military Service Records

• Confederacy: Online on Fold3

• Union: Some states and USCT (U.S. Colored 
Troops) are on Fold3.com:  D.C., GA MA, 
TX, and UT

• You can make requests for the originals at 
NARA for the other states
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nps.gov/civilwar/soldiers-and-sailors-database.htm
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Pension files
• T288 Index – Alphabetical by veteran

• T289 Index – Arranged by Regiment 

• Pensions for the U.S. Navy & Marines online 
on Fold3 and are not in this series.
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T288 – Alphabetical Index
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T289 - Invalid's Pension
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Typical Pension File Papers
• Declaration for pension and pension application

• Certificate of disability

• Surgeon’s certificate with disability description (form 
and sketch)

• Questionnaires (Form 3-447 used before 1902; Form 
3-389; widow questionnaire)

• Affidavits (for and against the pensioner)

• Correspondence

• Bills and receipts
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Declaration for Pension Form
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Surgeon’s certificate
• Includes a form and sketch describing disability
• Form provides:

– Date of examination
– Name and rank of claimant
– Claimant’s post office address
– Cause of disability
– If a pensioner, the amount 

of pension
– Claimant’s statement 
– Full description of disabilities
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Questionnaire Form 3-447
• Used before 1902
• Genealogical goldmine of information
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Questionnaire Form 3-389
• Used as of 1915
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Widow’s pension
• After Sept. 8, 1916, accompanied

by a questionnaire asking:
– Widow’s certificate no.
– Name of soldier (or sailor)
– Service of soldier (or sailor)

“Sir:  I am pensioned under the above certificate 
number, because of the service of the soldier (or 

sailor) named.  I was his wife during the Civil 
War.  I am ___ years of age, having been born 

_______ at ________.  I am entitled to the 
increase of pension provided by the first section 

of the Act of September 8, 1916.”
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Affidavits & Correspondence
• Sworn statements regarding the legitimacy of the 

veteran’s claim; expressing the need of pension or 
disability

• Provided by fellow soldiers, doctors, state and 
federal soldiers’ home, or neighbors

• Guardian declaration for minor child pension
• Letters from veteran or his family regarding        

application for pension 
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Bills and receipts
• Bills and Receipts for the veteran and his widow 

billable to the Pension Office
• Last payment to the veteran or widower
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www.archives.gov/research/military/civil-war/confederate/pension.html
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RG94 –Adjutant General's Office
• Carded Medical Records for Regular Army, 1821-

1912
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www.archives.gov
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Carded Medical Record for Charles E. Minor
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M1523
Proceedings of the U.S. Army Courts-Martial and 
Military Commissions of Union Soldiers Executed 
by U.S. Military Authorities, 1861-1866

• Arranged in alphabetical order

• Includes 267 Union soldiers who were executed, 
mostly for desertion or murder

• Executions were carried out by firing squad or 
hanging
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www.familysearch.org
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Court Martial Proceedings Example, 
FamilySearch
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WWI
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RG26 – U.S. Coast Guard
• Muster Rolls, 1833-1932

• Honorable Discharges, 1917-1919

• Personnel and Pay cards, 1917-1921

• Officer personnel files, 1915-1929

• Vessel logbooks, 1915-1947

• Casualty and wreck reports, 1913-1936
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RG41 – Bureau of Marine 
Inspection and Navigation

• Merchant seaman lost in WWI, 1914-19

• Recruit enrollment & application 1918-1921

• Applications to serve on Merchants Ships 1918-19

• Seamen’s Protection Certificates, 1918-1919

• Merchant Marine Logbooks (RG 26 – Coast 
Guard)
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Office of the Judge Advocate 
General – RG 153

• Ledgers of all A.E.F. Court Martial convictions, 
1917-1919
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RG 391 - U.S. Army Mobile Units
• Infantry divisions and brigades

• Corps of Engineers Battalion and company 
records, muster rolls.

• 1st through 15th U.S. Cavalry Regiments

• Infantry divisions and brigades

• Field artillery regiments

• Coastal Artillery Units and Mine planters
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RG 395 - U.S. Army Overseas Operations

• U.S. Army troops stationed in China 1912-1938

• A.E.F. troops in Siberia 1918-1920 

• Troops stationed in Puerto Rico 1918-1919.
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U.S. Navy Logbooks 
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https://www.archives.gov/research/military/logbooks/navy-online-thru-1940
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https://www.archives.gov/research/military/logbooks/navy-online-thru-1940
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https://www.archives.gov/research/military/logbooks/special-list-44-named
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https://www.archives.gov/research/military/logbooks/special-list-44-named
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https://www.archives.gov/research/military/logbooks/special-list-44-named
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QUESTIONS?
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