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Eileen Curley Pironti, Senior Genealogist of the Newbury Street Press

Class 5: Making the Leap: Organizing 
Your Irish Record Research

Finding Irish Origins

Meet today’s presenter

Eileen Curley Pironti
Senior Genealogist of the

Newbury Street Press

OVERVIEW
• Presentation (50 mins.)

• Q&A (10 mins.)

• Creating a plan
• Overview of Irish records
• Go-To resources
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Voice of
Eileen Curley Pironti
Senior Genealogist of the 
Newbury Street Press

Lay the Groundwork for Success

• Place name in Ireland

• Time period

• Parents of immigrant ancestor and maiden name of 
mother

• Religion of family

• Online indexed records

Key Strategies
• Identify the records you will need

– Church records
– Civil Registration

• Where do you find them
– Your search will begin online

• Before jumping online learn 
more about Irish records and 
how to use them

Four Courts Fire, 1922, Dublin
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Tip
Learn about 
Irish History

• Economic
– Rack-renting
– Drought/famine

• Religious persecution

• Political refugees
– 1798 rebellion
– 1922 Irish Civil War 

• Economic
– Land
– Business 

• Religious tolerance

• Chain migration –
follow one’s family and 
friends

“Pull”“Push”

Why did my ancestor leave?
(Source: Paul Milner’s  Irish Emigration to North America: Before, During 

and After the Famine)

familysearch.org/en/wiki/Ireland_Genealogy
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Tip
Create a list of 

“Go to” sources for 
information

Entry for 
Ballaghaderreen, 
County Mayo
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Seek out local resources
• Local histories and genealogical sources

Monaghan County Libraries - monaghan.ie/library/local-history/

johngrenham.com/browse/
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johngrenham.com

Researching Scots-
Irish Ancestors:

The essential 
genealogical guide to 
early modern Ulster, 

1600-1800 

PRONI: nidirect.gov.uk/proni
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ulsterhistoricalfoundation.com

irish-genealogy-toolkit.com

askaboutireland.ie
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Tip
Use maps when 

searching in records

johngrenham.com
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Access maps at townlands.ie

Tip
Understand naming 

patterns and variations

johngrenham.com

Irish early to adopt hereditary 
surname

Gaelic origin, Irish clans
Norman, English, Scottish, 
Welsh origins
Names anglicized over time  

Common surnames and spelling 
variants
Be aware of use of nicknames!

Surname Origins and Spelling Variants
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dennisahogan.com

Naming Customs
• First born son named after his 

father's father

• Second born son named after his 
mother's father

• Third born son named after his 
father

• First born daughter named after 
her mother's mother

• Second born daughter named 
after her father's mother

QUESTIONS?
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Taking the leap into
Irish Records

Irish Genealogy Online

Church records
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Three Major Groups
• Anglo-Irish

• Professional and landed class
• Members of the Church of Ireland

• Roman Catholics 
• Gaelic clans and Sept system
• English plantation of Ireland and penal laws

• Scots Presbyterian
• Dissenters
• Subject to same penal laws as Catholics

Church of Ireland Records
• Established Church until 

1869

• Half of the parish registers 
were destroyed in the Four 
Courts fire in 1922 

• The baptism records don’t 
typically include mother’s 
maiden name

Where to find them?
• Repositories
– Representative Church Body Library, Dublin

– Use their online church guide

– National Archives of Ireland
– Public Record Office of Northern Ireland (PRONI)

• Websites
– RootsIreland.ie 
– FindmyPast.com
– Irishgenealogy.ie 

34

35

36

Class 5: Finding Irish Origins

©American Ancestors, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center



3/24/2025

13

Roman Catholic Records
• Most records begin 

1820s-1830s

• Records are in Latin or 
English

• Lack details of family 
relationships (witnesses, 
sponsors)

Customs and traditions
• Bride married in parish where 

baptized

• First child (children) baptized 
in mother’s parish

• Burial sometimes outside the 
area where they actually lived
– Local knowledge
– Resources like Ireland 

Reaching Out

dúchas.ie

Submission from a school in 
Tircahan, Kinawley Parish, 
County Cavan, Ireland, 1938, 
National Folklore Commission
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nli.ie 

johngrenham.com

rootsireland.ie
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rootsireland.ie

irishgenealogy.ie

Presbyterian Records
• Most records begin 1820s, 1830s

• Illegal until 1782 for ministers to 
perform marriages

• Search in Church of Ireland 
parishes for marriages

• No set parish boundaries
– Brian Mitchell’s New Genealogical 

Atlas of Ireland
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Where to find them
• Repositories
– Public Record Office of Northern Ireland (PRONI)
– Presbyterian Historical Society, Belfast

• Websites
– Rootsireland.ie has transcripts only
– Findmypast.com

QUESTIONS?

Civil Registration

46

47

48

Class 5: Finding Irish Origins

©American Ancestors, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center



3/24/2025

17

irishgenealogy.ie

Civil Births, Marriages and Deaths
Free indexes and register images at irishgenealogy.ie

• Births: 1864 to 1923

• Marriages: 1845 to 1948 
(Non-Roman Catholic marriages 
from 1845, Roman Catholic 
marriages from 1864)

• Deaths: 1871 to 1973 
(General Register Office working 
on updating collection of deaths
to bring it back to 1864)

• Northern Ireland records 
available up to 1921

Two copies exist online!
• General Registrar Office copy

• Online at Irish Genealogy.ie
• FamilySearch Library

• Local Registrar copy
– Rootsireland.ie
• Transcripts only
• Not full coverage for all counties

– Northern Ireland

Birth 14 Sept 1876 Mary Hogan
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Baptismal record for Mary Hogan

Actual date of birth August 31,
Baptismal date Sept. 1st

Civil Marriage record

Steps to take
• Search online indexes and records

– Start with www.irishgenealogy.ie

– Use www.johngrenham.com to identify district names 
and maps

• Obtain certificate from General Registrar Office

– GRO - Republic of Ireland (up to 1921), 
https://www.gov.ie/GRO

– GRONI - Northern Ireland (Post 1922), 
https://www.nidirect.gov.uk/
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Expand your Search

Valuation Office Records

– Griffith’s Valuation, 
1847-1864

– Covers from 1830 to 
1856

– Complete set of 
records with original 
maps on 
Findmypast.com

– PRONI

Petty Sessions Court Records

– Courts for 
minor crimes

– Provides 
glimpse of 
everyday Irish 
life
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Tip
Make connections 

with locals

Reaching out to locals in Ireland - irelandxo.com

Tip
Persistence pays off!
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Eileen Curley Pironti 
with the Glennon family, 
County Roscommon, 
Ireland

Recap
• Gain a better understanding of the history

• Put together a list of websites and published sources

• Remember – there are many records that have not 
been digitized, and there are gaps in record 
availability

• Don’t get discouraged, keep at it!

QUESTIONS?
Schedule a consultation

consultations@nehgs.org

Hire Research Services
research@nehgs.org

61

62

63

Class 5: Finding Irish Origins

©American Ancestors, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center



3/24/2025

22

AmericanAncestors.org/finding-irish-origins-county-not-enough-2025

THANK YOU!
AmericanAncestors.org

Copyright ©2020
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