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Finding Irish Origins

Class 5: Making the Leap: Organizing
Your Irish Record Research

Eileen Curley Pironti, Senior Genealogist of the Newbury Street Press

THE BRUE FAMILY LEARNING CENTER

£ American Ancestors.

A NATIONAL CENTER FOR FAMILY HisTORY, HERITAGE & CULTURE

Meet today’s presenter

) A

Eileen Curley Pironti

Senior Genealogist of the
Newbury Street Press

Presentation (50 mins.)

+ Creating a plan
» Overview of Irish records

* Go-To resources

Q&A (10 mins.)
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| | Voice of
Eileen Curley Pironti
‘ Senior Genealogist of the
= Newbury Street Press

Lay the Groundwork for Success

¢ Place name in Ireland

* Time period

* Parents of immigrant ancestor and maiden name of
mother

* Religion of family

¢ Online indexed records

Key Strategies

* Identify the records you will need

— Church records
— Civil Registration

* Where do you find them

— Your search will begin online

* Before jumping online learn
more about Irish records and
how to use them

Four Courts Fire, 1922, Dublin
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[el
Learn about

Irish History

Why did my ancestor leave?
(Source: Paul Milner’s Irish Emigration to North America: Before, During
and After the Famine)

“Push” “Pull”

* Economic e Economic

— Rack-renting — Land
— Drought/famine — Business

* Religious persecution * Religious tolerance

* Political refugees * Chain migration —
— 1798 rebellion follow one’s family and

— 1922 Irish Civil War friends

familysearch.org/en/wiki/lreland_Genealogy

9
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[el
Create a list of
“Go to” sources for
information

Marie E. Daly
with Judith Lucey

11

Entry for
Ballaghaderreen,
County Mayo

‘
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| | Pant
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g
Kilco natlerengh
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Seek out local resources

* Local histories and genealogical sources

HOWTO TRACE YOUR

ANCESTORS

IN COUNTY MONAGHAN
MONCHAN COURTY LERVGES

14

Irish Ancestors: Browse

Records~

Counties~
Maps -
Emigration -
Addresses -
Links -

Articles -

johngrenham.com/browse/

15
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Galway genealogical records

County Galway (Gailimh)

16

Researching
Scots-IrishiAncestors
|

Researching Scots- B 5

Irish Ancestors:
The essential
genealogical guide to
early modern Ulster,
1600-1800

17

The Public Record Office of Northern Ireland (PRONI) is the official
archive for Northern Ireland.

Search archi i What's on at PRONI R d learniny
« Will calendars « Talks and events at PRONI + Ireland 1916

« PRONI Historical Maps viewer + PRONIon YouTube + First World War resources
« eCatalogue o Image gallery + Plantationsin Uister
Your visit Your research

+ Getting to PRONI and opening hours + PRONI enquiry service

« Registration and preparing for avisit + Family and local history records

« Subscribe to PRONI's eNewsletter + Information leaflets

PRONI: nidirect.gov.uk/proni

18
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. Uister Historical
3 Foundation
P

SuriSerching  ResarchSevices  Memberinp  EenisandCourses  Library  Dicowr  SupportUs  Forolo

Discover your family
history in a whole new
way

We ae o prof crgnisation. ounded i 1956, decsted
1o heling ndvduataroups educators and,

albal
asporss g adeeper understanding o the rich istoy of
Visterand s famies.

Start your journey.

SearchRecords  Gethelpfrom  View Courses§  Visitour Online
Database our Experts Store

Start Your Search

B —— Search name, town, area, profession.
s ———————

oricalfoundation.com

irish
. genealogy
B TOOLKIT

Discover your Irish ancestors and heritage

Genealogy  Tools & Resources  News  Publications  Heritage  Names  About

Welcome to Irish Genealogy Toolkit Plssenats am curently akinga

Your free and independent guide to finding your Irish ancestors

Irish genealogy gained a reputation long ago
for being a frustrating one-way street fo
disappointment and headache. Genealogy
Bargains
Thankfully, caliming potions and analgesics

are no longer essential equipment for the
amateur genealogist because family history
in Treland has entered a golden era

More and more records - many of them free
- are now available online and offine.

irish-genealogy-toolkit.com

20

Ask about Ireland

o)
as Reading | -1 Libraries
+* Room N

3 Learning ‘\G.ﬂFO
\El Zone ‘,'
(e Discover your focal ing 20m
Content of trelani's rary and lotsoffocal.

area sustainable living,
1 your own and

much more

Thousands of articies,
images, maps, audio tracks,
ebooks, videos.

ol

What's New? eBooks

BB

Information
Services

askaboutireland.ie
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Use maps when
searching in records
A New
Genealogical Atlas of
Jreland
23
24
8

©American Ancestors, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center



Class 5: Finding Irish Origins 3/24/2025

"

Irish Townlands

Ireland

Counties

Access maps at townlands.ie

25

[el
Understand naming
patterns and variations

Surname Origins and Spelling Variants

Irish early to adopt hereditary
surname

Gaelic origin, Irish clans
Norman, English, Scottish,
Welsh origins
Names anglicized over time
Common surnames and spelling
variants
Be aware of use of nicknames!

Surname Dictionary

johngrenham.com

27
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Holbars. g idesn

dennisahogan.com

28

Naming Customs

First born son named after his
father's father

* Second born son named after his
mother's father

* Third born son named after his
father

*  First born daughter named after
her mother's mother

* Second born daughter named
after her father's mother

29

QUESTIONS?

10
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Taking the leap into

Irish Records

Irish Genealogy Online

ancestry
G find mypast
=5\ findmypast:

\ FamilySearch

32

Church records
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Three Major Groups

* Anglo-Irish
* Professional and landed class
* Members of the Church of Ireland

* Roman Catholics
* Gaelic clans and Sept system
* English plantation of Ireland and penal laws

* Scots Presbyterian
* Dissenters
* Subject to same penal laws as Catholics

34

Church of Ireland Records

 Established Church until
1869

* Half of the parish registers
were destroyed in the Four
Courts fire in 1922

* The baptism records don’t
typically include mother’s
maiden name

35

Where to find them?

* Repositories
— Representative Church Body Library, Dublin
— Use their online church guide
— National Archives of Ireland
— Public Record Office of Northern Ireland (PRONI)

* Websites
— Rootslreland.ie

— FindmyPast.com
— Irishgenealogy.ie

36

12
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Roman Catholic Records

* Most records begin sy
1820s-1830s

Records are in Latin or
English

* Lack details of family
relationships (witnesses,
sponsors)

4

3/24/2025

37
one
Customs and traditions
* Bride married in parish where
baptized
* First child (children) baptized
il’l mother’s arish A County Roscommon
P wedding, 1892
* Burial sometimes outside the
area where they actually lived
— Local knowledge
— Resources like Ireland
Reaching Out
r a8
7
im diralind  the proals i Prpreard A eres
108l o oy, k. sk Ll <t g piler
;' friepls bad great- seopuct for Lhir paciets:
e ay, thay b lhe priink slamipy o s
oo ity pla
(10
@ ol e ot 7% W’Z;‘:% 4o
Submission from a school in | wwomars droight o couple g cako g ot
Tircahan, Kinawley Parish, "_:4“"’ . flmf‘”,;:; :/L L
County Cavan, Ireland, 1938, o dottle o «"»J{Zy (ke ond, ;.r-,:,..s 2,;
National Folklore Commission il i
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!
i

i

Catholic records for Killoe

Killoe

41

ROOTSIRELAND

Search All Ireland Records ®

rootsireland.ie

42
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Home  Seach  MyAccount  SeachbyCounty e OnlineSources  AboutCentre

Baptismal/Birth Records for Co. Meath

o 257 o on s ssrptors - bre

rootsireland.ie

43

& Search the church records |

About the Church Records project

Current list of available parishes

irishgenealogy.ie

44

Presbyterian Records

* Most records begin 1820s, 1830s

* Illegal until 1782 for ministers to
perform marriages

* Search in Church of Ireland
parishes for marriages

. . Presby { Ch ‘h
* No set parish boundaries o T

Trio Fist 125 Yoars (1887 - 2012)

— Brian Mitchell's New Genealogical
Atlas of Ireland

45

15
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Where to find them

* Repositories
— Public Record Office of Northern Ireland (PRONTI)
— Presbyterian Historical Society, Belfast

* Websites
— Rootsireland.ie has transcripts only

— Findmypast.com

46

QUESTIONS?

Civil Registration

16
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Civil Births, Marriages and Deaths

Free indexes and register images at irishgenealogy.ie

*  Births: 1864 to 1923

¢ Marriages: 1845 to 1948
(Non-Roman Catholic marriages
from 1845, Roman Catholic
marriages from 1864)

* Deaths: 1871 to 1973
(General Register Office working
on updating collection of deaths
to bring it back to 1864)

* Northern Ireland records
available up to 1921

irishgenealogy.ie

49

Two copies exist online!

* General Registrar Office copy
* Online at Irish Genealogy.ie

* FamilySearch Library

* Local Registrar copy
— Rootsireland.ie
* Transcripts only

* Not full coverage for all counties
— Northern Ireland

50
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Birth 14 Sept 1876 Mary Hogan

51
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Baptismal record for Mary Hogan
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Steps to take

¢ Search online indexes and records

— Start with www.irishgenealogy.ie

— Use www.johngrenham.com to identify district names
and maps

* Obtain certificate from General Registrar Office

— GRO - Republic of Ireland (up to 1921),

https://www.gov.ie/GRO

— GRONI - Northern Ireland (Post 1922),

https://www.nidirect.gov.uk/

54
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Expand your Search

55

Valuation Office Records

— Griffith’s Valuation,
1847-1864

— Covers from 1830 to
1856

— Complete set of
records with original
maps on
Findmypast.com

— PRONI

56

Petty Sessions Court Records

— Courts for
minor crimes

— Provides
glimpse of
everyday Irish
life

57

19
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[el

Make connections

with locals

Ireland o+ s s ssssgenos covmovee ogn (R aonname cmpagn 2o

Trace your Irish ancestors & find

living relatives in Ireland.

Reaching out to locals in Ireland - irelandxo.com

[l

Persistence pays off!
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Eileen Curley Pironti
with the Glennon family,
County Roscommon,
Ireland

61

Recap

* Gain a better understanding of the history

Put together a list of websites and published sources

* Remember - there are many records that have not
been digitized, and there are gaps in record
availability

* Don't get discouraged, keep at it!

62

QUESTIONS?

Schedule a consultation
consultations@nehgs.org

Hire Research Services
research@nehgs.org

21
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» 5 A 'National Center for Family
£ American Ancestors. s e e Boakstore (1) Aboutus

Search Events Join Give  1oMilionNames publications Expert Help Tools Signature Projects Centers & niiatives

Finding Irish Origins: A County is Not Enough! 2025

‘Thank you for registering for the online conference, Finding Irish Origins: A County is Not Enough!

When it comes to Irish research, knowing the county your ancestor came from is ot enough! To suceeed in Irish research and work in Irish

records, you need to know the townland and parish. Discovering that information, however,is a times the biggest challenge in Irish family

This course includes five 90-minute classes and exclusive access to handouts and recordings of each presentation. These
recordings and all course materials will be available for the foreseeable future.

JOIN THE LIVE BROADCAST

AmericanAncestors.org/finding-irish-origins-county-not-enough-2025

THANKYOU

AmericanAncestors.org

New EncLaND HisTORIC
GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY
AmericanAncestors.org

Copyright ©2020
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