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Eileen Curley Pironti, Senior Genealogist of the Newbury Street Press

Class 2: Before you Leap: Searching American 
and Canadian Records for Irish Origins

Finding Irish Origins

Meet today’s presenter

Eileen Curley Pironti
Senior Genealogist of the

Newbury Street Press

OVERVIEW
• Presentation (60 mins.)

• Q&A (30 mins.)

• Organizing your search
• Standard resources for US and Canada
• Expanding your search
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Voice of
Eileen Curley Pironti
Senior Genealogist of the 
Newbury Street Press

Start With What You Know

• Work back to 
earlier generations

• Use family group 
sheets, create 
timelines

• Talk to relatives

Set Yourself Up For Success

• Research the area 
where your ancestor 
settled

• Maps

• Guidebooks
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Tip
Get to know town and 
county boundaries, 
establishment dates, former 
names or parent towns, and 
other details

AmericanAncestors.org/tools/research-guides

American Ancestors Online Research Guides

familysearch.org/en/wiki/Main_Page

FamilySearch Research Wiki
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Rhode Island, U.S., State and Federal Naturalization Records, 1802-1945 at Ancestry.com

Entry for 
Ballaghaderreen, 
County Mayo
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Sources to Utilize When 
Conducting Research

Town Records

Report of the Record 
Commissioners of the City 
of Boston, vol. 13, page 63

Selectmen’s Minutes, 
1719-1720
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Report of the 
Record Commissioners 
of the City of Boston, 
vol. 13, p. 52

Selectmen’s Minutes, 
1719-1720
(27 April 1719)

Town and County Histories

• Biographical sketches
• Details about the 

settlement of groups in a 
particular area

Biographical Sketch of 
Alexander Denniston
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Biographical Sketch of John McCarthy

Where to Locate 
Town and County Histories

• Hathitrust.org
• Books.google.com
• Archive.org/search
• Familysearch.org
• Libraries and archives

Church Records
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Check Town and County Histories for 
Details About Area Churches

American Ancestors has a transcription of the 
original Session Book in its manuscript 
collection, and also offers it in database form 
(Ireland: Session Book of Aghadowey, 1702-1725)

Manuscript Collections

Erin’s Sons: Irish 
Arrivals in 

Atlantic Canada 
(four volumes)
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Vital Records – U.S.

• Births: parent’s 
birthplace

• Marriages and deaths: 
person’s birthplace

• Access and availability 
varies state to state

• Groom: Thomas Chesney, 
birthplace Ireland

• Bride: Agnes Fanning, 
birthplace Ireland

Wisconsin, U.S., Marriage Records, 
1820-2004 (Ancestry.com)

Even an index can provide 
valuable clues about a 
person’s family origin

Wisconsin, U.S., Births and Christenings Index, 1801-1928 (Ancestry.com)
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1920 U.S. Census, Johnstown, Rock 
County, Wisconsin (Ancestry.com)

rootsireland.ie

Death Records

When checking death 
records, make note of 
the informant’s name. 

Massachusetts: Vital Records, 1841-1910
(AmericanAncestors.org)
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The Berkshire County Eagle (Mass.), 
27 Jan. 1909, p. 11

Rootsireland.ie

Rootsireland.ie Rootsireland.ie

31

32

33

Class 2: Finding Irish Origins

©American Ancestors, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center



2/28/2025

12

Johngrenham.com

Tip
Use FamilySearch.org research wiki 

for states to obtain details about vital 
record resources

FamilySearch.org Research Wiki page:
Minnesota vital records 
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QUESTIONS?

Vital Records - Canada

• Kept at the provincial level
• Some records date back to 

the 1860s
• By the 1920s, registration 

of vital records was taking 
place in all provinces

AmericanAncestors.org, Familysearch.org, 
Ancestry.com Databases

Barrington and Argyle, Nova Scotia: Vital Records, 1734-1908, AmericanAncestors.org
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Cemetery Records – U.S.

• Contact cemetery office or affiliated 
parish church

• Historical/genealogical societies, 
libraries and archives

• Online sources

Boston, MA: St. Augustine Cemetery Records, 1819-1859 (AmericanAncestors.org)

Headstone provides information 
about their Irish origins

Boston, MA: St. Augustine Cemetery Records, 1819-1859 (AmericanAncestors.org)
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James Bogue’s Irish origins 
included in this record, 

matches information on his 
headstone

Massachusetts, U.S., State and Federal 
Naturalization Records, 1798-1950 
(Ancestry.com)

Description of headstone 
and inscription condition

Cemetery Records - Canada

• Check area maps for 
small cemeteries 
located in rural areas

• Sexton records
• Online and printed 

sources
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Immigrants at Grosse Île Quarantine Station, 1832-1937 
Library and Archives Canada (www.bac-lac.gc.ca)

U.S. and Canadian Newspapers

• Check archives and libraries 
for newspaper collections

• Free and subscription websites 

Several entries include the 
parish and county in Ireland

“Irish-American Obituary: Died,” 
Irish American (New York) 13 April 1878, p. 8
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Don’t limit your searches to death notices/obituaries

“Information Wanted,” The Pilot (Boston) 10 May 1845

Advertisements from The Pilot

AmericanAncestors.org
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Published prior to 
establishment of 
the “Information 
Wanted” column 
in The Pilot

“Information Wanted,” The Western Star and Harp of Erin (New York) 29 August 1812

“Passengers on board the Ship Lorenzo,” 
The Shamrock (New York) 4 May 1816.

Searching Newspapers
ONLINE:
• chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/Newspapers.com
• GenealogyBank.com
• NewspaperArchive.com
• Ancestry.com, FamilySearch.org

MICROFILM/PUBLISHED RESOURCES:
• Local libraries and historical societies
• Worldcat.org
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U.S. Census Records

• Starting in 1850: all household members listed 
by name

• 1870: notes whether an individual is a U.S. citizen
• 1900/1910: includes a person’s year of 

immigration and naturalization status 
• Starting in 1920: lists the year someone 

naturalized 

AL= Alien; hasn’t begun naturalization process
PA= First papers filed; declaration of intent
NA= Naturalized

Naturalization status

New Jersey, U.S., State Census, 1915 (Ancestry.com)

Canadian Census Records

• Pre-1871: varied by time period and location
• 1871 and 1881 census: Individual’s birthplace
• 1891 census: Birthplace of both parents
• 1901 census: Month and year of birth, year of 

immigration and naturalization

55

56

57

Class 2: Finding Irish Origins

©American Ancestors, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center



2/28/2025

20

1851 census, Lanark, Canada West (Ontario) (Ancestry.com)

Naturalization Records

• A number of records, in 
particular 20th-century records, 
provide birthplace

• Names of witnesses may 
provide additional leads for 
research

• Arrival details will help 
identify ancestor

Naturalization process

• Declaration of Intent 
(1st Papers)

• Application (Petition) 
for Naturalization 
(2nd Papers)

• Certificate of 
Naturalization
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Details include birthdate, 
place of birth, date of arrival, 
name of ship

Montana, U.S., County Naturalization Records, 1867-1970 (Ancestry.com)

Passenger List – SS Franconia

Massachusetts, U.S., Arriving Passenger and Crew Lists, 1820-1963

QUESTIONS?
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Expanding Your Search

Funeral Home Records

• Funeral home records may 
pre-date vital record 
registration for some states

• These records are located in a 
variety of archives and 
libraries, as well as online 

California, San Francisco Area Funeral Home Records, 1835-1979 (FamilySearch.org)
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Provincial Archives of New Brunswick (archives.gnb.ca)

Fraternal Organizations

• Religious - heritage - occupational
• Popular organizations:

– Ancient Order of Hibernians
– Knights of Equity
– St. Patrick’s Alliance of 

America
– Knights of Columbus
– Catholic Order of Foresters
– Freemasons/Masons

Was your ancestor a member?

• Symbols on 
headstones

• Objects that belonged 
to ancestor

• Death notices
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Check a Variety of Sources

• Membership 
applications

• Commemorative 
materials

• Obituaries

Masonic Records

Massachusetts: Grand Lodge of Masons Membership Cards, 1733-1990, AmericanAncestors.org

Centennial History of the Grand Lodge, Free and Accepted Ancient 
Masons of Missouri, 1821-1921, pp. 86-87 (FamilySearch.org)
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1880 Chicago City Directory (ChicagoAncestors.org)

Tip
If still active, contact 

organization’s head office to 
ask about records

Massachusetts Catholic Order of Foresters

Daily Boston Globe, 29 September 1931, p. 30.
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Marriage of John McGrath and Helen Blute

Massachusetts: Vital Records, 1841-1910, AmericanAncestors.org

Massachusetts Catholic 
Order of Foresters:

John McGrath 
Application

Massachusetts Catholic Order of Foresters:
John McGrath Application
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John McGrath Baptism

1901 Ireland Census, Ballyphilip West, Kilcockan Parish, Waterford

Familysearch.org
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Employment Records

Colorado, Steelworks Employment Records, 1887-1979,  Ancestry.com

United States, Panama Canal Zone, Employment Records and Sailing Lists, 1905-1937, FamilySearch.org

Where to Locate Employment Records

• Databases: FamilySearch.org, Ancestry.com

• Special collections at libraries and archives

• In some instances, contact the company to see if 
they maintain an archives of its older records
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Bank Records

Emigrant Savings Bank, New York City
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Identifying details of account holder

Why Should You Search These Bank Records?

Emigrant Savings Bank
Index Book

Searching for Associated Records
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Test Book Entry, Thomas Sullivan, 7 
Feb. 1861

Ellen Brown, Test Book, 
28 November 1851 

Transfer, Signature, and Test Book

Notes changes to account holder’s information, including
change of address and the names of other individuals who
may access account.
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Provident Institution for Savings

Tremont Street, 
Boston location 
from 1833-1856

Details about Birthplace, 
Occupations

Details about family members
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Where to Locate Bank Records
• Databases: AmericanAncestors.org, 

FamilySearch.org, Ancestry.com

• Special Collections at libraries and archives

• If it is still in business, contact the bank to see if it 
maintains an archives of its older records

Final Tips
• Take a second look at the records you’ve collected

• Expand your research to include relatives and 
close associates of your ancestor 

• Don’t be too narrow in your research—think 
outside the box and explore a variety of records! 

QUESTIONS?
Schedule a consultation

consultations@americanancestors.org

Hire Research Services
research@americanancestors.org
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AmericanAncestors.org/finding-irish-origins-county-not-enough-2025

THANK YOU!
AmericanAncestors.org
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