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Meet today’s presenters

Kathleen Mackenzie
Education & Programming 

Manager

Melanie McComb
Senior Genealogist
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OVERVIEW
• Presentation (45 mins.)

• Q&A (15 mins.)

• Goals of the program
• Getting to American Ancestors headquarters and navigating the area
• Program overview
• Research preparation
• Next Steps
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Goals & Overview
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David Allen Lambert
Chief Genealogist

Rhonda R. McClure
Senior Genealogist

Melanie McComb
Senior Genealogist

Kathleen Mackenzie
Education & Programming Manager
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At-a-Glance
February 20-22 at American Ancestors headquarters in Boston

Bootcamp includes:
• In-depth lectures and hands-on activities
• Two, 30-minute consultations with expert genealogists (one 

virtual pre-tour consultation, one on-tour consultation)
• Resource packet with detailed handouts, exercises, and articles
• Group meals (daily breakfast, opening reception, and closing 

luncheon)
• Certificate of completion
• Pre-program preparatory webinar and resources
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Navigating the Local Area
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www.AmericanAncestors.org/genealogical-skills-bootcamp-2025
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AmericanAncestors.org/about/accommodations-near-research-center
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Transportation – From the Airport
• Logan Express Back Bay
– Bus that will take you to the Boston Public Library or Back Bay Station 

from Logan Airport. 
– Free from the airport, $3 from Back Bay to the airport
– Leaves every half hour

• Cab/Uber
– About a 15-minute ride from the airport to American Ancestors
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Transportation – Around Boston
• American Ancestors is close to the Copley and 

Arlington Green line MBTA stops (T stops), as 
well as the Back Bay Orange line stop
– You can purchase tickets via the machines in each 

station, or you can pay with a credit card at the 
turnstiles

• Back Bay is a very walkable area, with many 
restaurants nearby, a large CVS Pharmacy, 
Trader Joe’s, and more.

• There are always many ubers/lyfts in the area
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Dining Options Near 
American Ancestors

• Caffè Nero
• Thinking Cup
• Trader Joe’s
• Starbucks
• Sweet Green
• Life Alive
• Chick-Fil-A
• Chipotle

• Joe’s American

• Parish

• Buttermilk & Bourbon

• Piattini

• Saltie Girl

….And much more!
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Sightseeing
• Boston Public Garden

• Boston Common

• Boston Public Library

• Massachusetts Historical 
Society

• Freedom Trail
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Schedule
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Thursday, February 20
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Friday, February 21
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Saturday, February 22

Preparatory Presentation: Genealogical Skills Bootcamp

©American Ancestors, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 20



Participant Forms
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Participant Forms
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Participant Form Part 1
Due February 7
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Participant Form Part 2
Due February 14
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Participant Form, Cont.
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Consultations
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Consultations
• One pre-bootcamp 

consultation

• One on-site consultation, 
pre-scheduled

• 30 minutes each

• Participant Form Part 1 
due February 7 – essential 
for scheduling pre-
bootcamp consultation

Preparatory Presentation: Genealogical Skills Bootcamp

©American Ancestors, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 27



Consultation Prep
• Focus your questions

• Bring family trees and copies of relevant documents (vital 
records, etc.)

• Be ready to list sources you have
already checked 

• Be prepared to work on a different branch when 
something turns up
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Fellow Participants
• Your packet will include 

the group’s research 
interests—you may find 
a cousin!

• Ask each other about 
your research, invite 
each other to lunch or 
dinner, keep each other 
going!
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Your Research at the 
American Ancestors

Preparatory Presentation: Genealogical Skills Bootcamp

©American Ancestors, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 30



Getting the Most From Our 
Library
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Tip
Make a Plan for Your Research 

Trip!
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What do You Want to Learn?
• Make a list of your research questions for the trip. Which. . .

 Ancestors
 Locations
 Time periods

. . . will be your focus?

• Identify what you already know about these ancestors, locations, 
time periods

• What is missing and what can I learn at American Ancestors?
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Collections at American Ancestors
• 30,000 published genealogies

• 40,000 local histories and records

• 5,000 journals and periodicals

• 12,000 rare books

• Millions of manuscript items

• Millions of records on microform

• Reference works, compilations, guidebooks, and more
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External Databases Available Onsite
• Ancestry.com

• FamilySearch.org (Affiliate 
Access)

• Fold3

• ArkivDigital

• Boston Globe (1980-Present)

• Early American Newspaper, 
Series I 1690-1876

• FindMyPast

• Gale Databases

• Genealogy Quebec

• HeritageQuest Online

• HistoryGeo.com

• Irish Ancestors 

• Irish Newspaper Archives

• The Jewish Advocate (1905-Current)

• New York Times (1980-
Current)

• Newspapers.com

• Parchemin Notarial 
Database

• ScotlandsPeople
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Library Catalog
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Library.AmericanAncestors.org
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Tip
If you joined recently as a member, you may not 
have an account in our online catalogue. Please 

contact us to add you manually if you don't have 
access to the My Lists feature. 
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Offsite Books
• The genealogy, county history or other book you seek may be      off-

site:
– If the book is off-site, it will be marked in the catalog
– Request offsite books via email (approximately one week to retrieve) – 

manuscripts@americanancestors.org
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1. Explore our holdings for your ancestor’s name, location and 
time period

2. Email/print queue those items you wish to review at the 
library

3. My lists – available to members only
4. Catalog entries tell you which library floor has your item
5. Request offsite books at least one week prior to your trip to 

Boston. Email manuscripts@americanancestors.org

Planning Your Trip 
Via the Catalog

Preparatory Presentation: Genealogical Skills Bootcamp

©American Ancestors, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 56



Manuscripts
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Manuscript Requests:
manuscripts@americanancestors.org

Preparatory Presentation: Genealogical Skills Bootcamp

©American Ancestors, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 59



Family History Library 
Digital Images
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familysearch.org/catalog-search
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familysearch.org/catalog-search

Preparatory Presentation: Genealogical Skills Bootcamp

©American Ancestors, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 62



Research Guides
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AmericanAncestors.org
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AmericanAncestors.org/tools/research-guides
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AmericanAncestors.org/tools/research-guides
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AmericanAncestors.org/tools/using-research-center
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Video Library
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AmericanAncestors.org
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AmericanAncestors.org/video-library

Preparatory Presentation: Genealogical Skills Bootcamp

©American Ancestors, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 70



AmericanAncestors.org/video-library

Preparatory Presentation: Genealogical Skills Bootcamp

©American Ancestors, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 71



Research Templates
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• Wi-fi access throughout library

• Bring your flash drives

• Cameras (no flash!) are allowed

• Manuscript copying at discretion of archivist

• Pencils preferred; leave stickies at home

• Lockers are available–no overnight storage

• Elevator

• No food or drink in the library except covered water bottles

Things to know
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1. Explore the tour webpage

2. Submit the first participant form if you haven't already

3. Explore our collections in our library catalog on 

AmericanAncestors.org

4. Make research to-do lists

5. Submit requests for manuscripts in advance

Next Steps
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QUESTIONS?
Kathleen.Mackenzie@americanancestors.org
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THANK YOU!
AmericanAncestors.org
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