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Writing and
Publishing Your
Family History
Class 1: Getting Started

December 2024

THE BRUE FAMILY LEARNING CENTER

€34

Y////

Sharon Inglis

VP of Publishing

Presentation (60 mins.)
* Choose a format
« Define the scope
« Organize your research
* Gather your tools

Q&A (30 mins.)
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An
American
Family

PHIPPEN
GENEALOGY

A Voice of
te > Sharon Inglis,
A VP of Publishing

Why are you here?

’,,
;t

FAMILY!
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1. CHOOSE

A FORMAT

THE METCALF
S F

PAPERBACK
BOOK

SIMPLE
8-1/2x11
BOOKLET

LARGE HARDCOVER BOOK

More assumptions:

* You're writing a book

* You're using MS Word
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Short, informal booklet

| '« Covers a limited number

L
Lo of people
Wl
b * No genealogical formatting
Ouw Chycaston * Contains family stories,

A History of the Keown and Kahn Families

recipes, photos, charts

* Designed, laid out, and
printed at home

12/2/2024

Focused paperback book

* Tells a single, true family story
* Limited genealogical content
* Few illustrations

* Produced by a vendor

Hardcover memoir book

* Detailed narrative for
multiple generations

* Limited genealogical
formatting

¢ Includes charts and
illustrations

* Professionally done
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12/2/2024

TOC and endnotes

TABLE OF CONTENTS )
Notes

Part I: The M

Chapter opener and child list
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Genealogical formats

Register style = Ahnentafel =
descendancy German for
format “ancestor table”

! !

« Past > present * Present > past

« Family groups « Couples

| AM A WRITER.

ANYTHING YOU
SAY OR DO MAY BE
USED IN A STORY.

2. DEFINE

THE SCOPE
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12/2/2024

TOC example 1

Book title: The Descendants of Judge
John Lowell of Newburyport,

Massachusetts
s Table of contents:

1. Four Generations of the Lowle
Family in England
2. The First Generation in America

e Dot o 3. Second Generation
JUDGE JOHN LOWELL 3 H
W et . y 4. Third Generation
5. Fourth Generation

14. Fourteenth Generation

Index

TOC example 2

Book title: So Proudly We Hail:

Ancestors and Descendants of Harold
and Elsie Cole (Whipple) Morgan

Table of contents:

1. The Morgan Family
2. The Graham Family

3. The Whipple Family
4. The Cole Family

5. The Seligman Family
Appendix: Patriotic Service
Index

TOC example 3

Book title: Our Ancestors: A History of

the Keown and Kahn Families

Table of contents:
1. Christine’s Parents — Phyllis

Johnson and Walter Keown

2. Christine’s Mother’s Ancestors
— The Steins and the Johnsons
3. Christine’s Father’s Ancestors

— The Kutteroffs and the Keowns

4. Alan’s Parents — Beatrice
LeCompte and Laurence Kahn
5. Alan’s Mother’s Ancestors

— The Littles and the LeComptes
6. Alan’s Father’s Ancestors

— The Aylsworths and the Kahns
Sources
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Don't try to do it all.

3. ORGANIZE
YOUR RESEARCH

Take time to get
organized!
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BOOK TITLE: .

Ancestors of Pearl Maria Isaacson

A;
7 g | g,

TOC:
Gen. 1: Isaac Panttila Anceatana, of
Gen. 2: Abraham Panttila - Peand Tlanias danacaany

Gen. 3: Isaac Panttila

ph
+

Gen. 4: John Panttila/Isaacson

Gen. 5: Pearl Maria Isaacson E
¥

Paper file structure 3

Generation 3 Isaac [ 4]
Today Today 2014
(1 Isaacson book Generation 1 Isaac w serafia ma...thplace.jpg
Rohrbach records Generation 2 Abraham 2013

£ Turnbull records - Generation 3 Isaac 8 Marslalri parenss
£ Unsorted Finnish records £ Generation 4 John O Serafia bia- legIElelpg
{2 Generation 5 Pearl o aledes

Electronic file structure

Q
Nl
4’%/’%
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If you're using
genealogical
software...

QUESTIONS?

4. GATHER
YOURTOOLS
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Resources at
AmericanAncestors.org

Sharing
History: Ideas from
NEHGS

THE PorTaBLE GENEALOGIST !

Print Resources sukanga Genesogn Sctcn -

. = 3 Our Writing
from American THE PORTABLE GENEALOGIST Portable
Ancestors s — Genealogist

_ THE PorTaBLE GENEALOGIST  ° Quick-Refe
- - Eotorl Soshoct - uick-Rejerence

THE PoRtasLe Geneatogist ¢ CUides

s Reference Notes

Geneuylo_‘g‘lcal THE PoRTaBLE GENEALOGIST  °
er[ln U Indexing
0 “ 7 0 g THE PorTaBLE G| The Portable Geneaiogiey
\ [ /) V4 Compiinga ! WRITING
>
S >
g\
Penclope L. Stration

&Heary B. Hoff, 16, FASG
i

hulnwmemdfwﬂswwhmihw

AmericanAncestors.org/store

Ti
7
ip

Make a stylesheet.
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Stylesheet examples

L. (5 underscores for a missing name)

4 acres, 4 years old; 4-acre lot, 4-year-old child

Aiken’s Landing (not Aikens or Aikens’)

Gl

Al is the grandson, Albert is the father, Bert is the
grandfather

Fannie Munroe (not Fanny)

hog reeve (two words)

sawmill (one word)

g2 = e e

Pratt & Whitney (ampersand, not “and”)

(2]
7
Tip

Use an online

dictionary.

Word-Processing Programs

e MSWord m WordPerfect
[£F Zoho Writer LibreOffice
Writer
a Google Docs
Pages for Mac - ONLYOFFICE
Document
Editor
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First good thing about Word

1. Register-style template

2. Genealogical sequence
numbering

“Track Changes”

4. Index tagging

Second good thing about Word

1. Register-style template

2. Genealogical sequence
numbering

“Track Changes”
4. Index tagging
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1. SIR RICHARD' SALTONSTALL was baptized at the Church of St. John the
Baptist, Halifax, Yorkshire 4 April 1586 and died at Crayford, Kent before 25
October 161. He married, fist, at Almondbury, Yorkshire 28 November 1609,
‘GRACE KAYE, who was baptized at All Hallows’ Church, Almondbury 8 August
1579 and buried at the Church of St. Michael and Our Lady, Wragby (Halifax) 27
June 1625 (“the most saintly Lady Grace Saltonstall”), daughter of Robert and
Anne (Flower) Kaye; second, before 5 November 1628, ELIZABETH WEST,
daughter of Thomas West, 3rd Baron de la Warr, and Cecily (Shirley), Baroness
de la Warr; and, third, ca. 1640, MARTHA CAMMOCK, who was baptized at
Maldon, Essex 16 November 1587 and died between 15 October and 11
November 1662, widow of Francis Wilsford, and daughter of Thomas Cammock
and Frances (Rich) Cammock, daughter of Robert Rich, 2nd Baron Rich."
Children of Sir Richard" Saltonstall and Grace (Kaye), Lady Saltonstall i and iv-vii
baptized at the Church of St. Michael and Our Lady:’
i RICHARD SALTONSTALL, bp. at Almondbury 1 Oct. 1610; m. at London, Middlesex

C h [ l d Ii s t Sy 1633, Mo, Gusbor:

AMOND SALTONSTALL bp. 16 April 1612 and d. after 13 Feb. 1683/84. She m.
22 April 1644, Colonel Richard Pryce, MP. 1653, High Sheriff of
eryshire in 1639 and 1652, who d. after 17 Feb. 1675, son of Edward

(ucsano? Satronsaais (i ko) won i AT il
orkshire 1 October 1610, died at Hul
nd was buried at St. James” Church, Didsbury,
4. He man Church of Allhallows,
don 4 July 1633, MURIEL GURDON, who died at
Hulme 21722 April and was buried at St James” Church 25 April 1688,
n and Muriel (Sedley) o

Honey Lane, Lo

daughter of Br.
. Musketts Suffolk Manorial Familics s that Muriel Gurdon
Main en try martied “Raichard Satomssl, s shdes som of it Richand Sltomsell
of Essex [sid. and went with hini into New id [in] 1635. She

had, with other iuue, C

nd heir], who [died
without issue], and Richard Saltonstall, Citizen of London, who
also died without issue]

Childsen of Richard® snd M o) Saltossal, Lt fve probably

boen at Massichuseets Bay:™

& MURIE SALTONSTALL bps at Ass
b, at St James’ Chusch Didsh

Soflk 29 May 1634 nd 48,

ry 14 Joly 1697. She m. S Ewaxn

12/2/2024

Third good thing about Word

1. Register-style template

2. Genealogical sequence
numbering

3. “Track Changes”
4. Index tagging

@ s @D Gt S

Fe  Wome e Do Desgn lyom Reerrces Maing Redew Vier Wb Ao
A Y [E—
o i (S o Commants =

| LR RICHARD SALTONSTALL Saruel, Gilber®, Johr, Rickard®, Gilber®, Richard
Joled, Thomas', Willian®, Thomasb) was baptized at the Church of St. John the Baptis
Halifax, Yorkshire 4 April 1586 and fled at Crayford, Kent before 25 October 1661) He

| marmied, sfirst, at Almondbury, Yorkshire 28 November 1609, GRACE KAYE, who was

| baptized at All Hallows’ Church, Almondbury $ August 1579 and buried at the Church of St

Michael and Our Lady, Wragby, Yorkshire 27 June 1625 (‘the most saintly Lady Grace

| Saltonstall"), daughter of Robert and Amne (Flower) Kaye 2adsecond, before 5 November
1625, ELIZABETH WEST. daughter of Thomas West, 3rd Baron de la War, and Cecily

| (Shiley). Baroness de la Wam, ead: 3third, ca. 1640, MARTHA CAMMOCK, who was
baptized at Maldon, Essex 16 November 1587 and died between 15 October and 11
November 1662, widow of Francis Wilsford, and daughter of Thomas Cammock and Frances
(Rich) Cammock, daughter of Robert Rich, 2nd Baron Rich; and fourth, ca. 1630, ANNE
Swanv!

Children of Sir Richard*Saltonstall and Grace (aye), Lady Saltonstal i and iv—sii baptized at

the Church of St. Michael and Our Lady:?

v Saltoustals st o~
the artcle comtmes it otheSaonstall il - s20
also 1879Ragistecfo disosin of Clckeszd

i RICHARD? SALTONSTALL, bp. at Almondbury 1 Oct. 1610; m. at London, Middlesex 4 July 1633,
'MURIEL GURDON.

~{ Comment [5s2]: Ses Ragiser 45: 511 for probae
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Last good thing about Word

1. Register-style template

2. Genealogical sequence
numbering

3. “Track Changes”
4. Indextagging

TSPt for bl SppIed o sy - Wirozo o e

 Gamatnits 3 8 terge o Dmaien o (3 B o, e e

ettt - G soe onr -
e &

om0

ey ciston

Mark Index Entry - [
1. SIR RICHARD! SALTONSTALL was baptized

Baptist, Halifax, Yorkshire 4 April 1586 and dif | Index

October 1661. He married, first, at Almondbury| | man enry:
GRACE KAYE, who was baptized at All Hallows| i
1579 and buried at the Church of St. Michacl and| | 34272

i Tune 1625 (“the most saintly Lady Grace Saltor] | optons

o

Anne (Flower) Kaye; second, before 5 Noves s (B
aughter of Thomas West, 3rd Baron de la Warr| | & :
de la Warr: and, third, ca. 1640, MARTHA C. @ Current page

o, Essex 16 November 1587 and died|
November 1662, widow of Francis Wilsford. and|
and Frances (Rich) Cammock, daughter of Rober]| Bookmark:

Children of Sir Richard" Saltonstall and Grace (K| | Page rumber format
baptized at the Church of St. Michacl and Our Lady?| | [ gold

2 i Ricuaro? SaUToNsTALL, bp. at Almondbury 1{ | [ paic
M G

) Page range

i Rosa ‘Apil 1612 of|| His dislog box stays apen so that you can mark mitpie
- ;- index entries.

> bp.
after 22 April 1644, Colonel Richard Py

[ ek Cancel

than according to the liturgy and practice of the Church of England.” The

<

b
Poge Lot | Wargs 54 | 5 | [EECEEREIS

[ 6 ‘ My Stylesheet

- AW
AN ol
SHmRpOWEE
SN ASTOY.
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A look ahead...

* Writing & citing — Class 2 & Class 3

* Finding & adding images — Class 4

* Final steps to publishing — Review, revise, layout,
index, print — Class 5

QUESTIONS?

Schedule a consultation

consultations@nehgs.org

Hire Research Services
research@nehgs.org

T Amencan Ancestors. e Do O G omerr = o
Search Events Join Give 10 Millon Names Publications Expert Help Tools Signature Projects Centars & Infatives
Home ‘Wiriting and Publishing Your Family History Dec 2024

Writing and Publishing Your Family History Dec 2024

JOIN THE LIVE BROADCAST

Click

fzoom.us/j/9sea1328104

1 you ore una

CLASS TOPICS

AmericanAncestors.org/writing-and-publishing-your-family-history-dec-2024
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THANK YOU!

AmericanAncestors.org

NEw ENGLAND HiSTORIC
(GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY
AmericanAncestors.org

Copyright © 2024
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