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Evaluation Process
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Catch 22 in Using Published Genealogies

• Why aren’t the books enough?

• Access to sources – correspondence to internet

• Acceptance without analysis is truly dangerous 
when it comes to published genealogies

• Don’t always trust a compiled 19th or early 20th

century genealogy completely without question
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Evaluation Terminology
• Was the Author…
– More experienced
– Less experienced

• Was the material in the genealogy…
– More helpful
– Less helpful
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Perfect 10
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Take into consideration
1. Who’s Who

2. Peer Review

3. Format

4. Scope

5. Citations

6.  Completeness

7.  Restraint

8.  Age and  Methodology

9.  Analysis

10. Access
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1. Who’s Who
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Who wrote and researched
• Family-researched 

• Family-written, but professionally researched

• Professionally researched and written for family

• Look for other works by author in library catalog

• Search Online: Internet Archive, Hathitrust, 
FamilySearch

Online Workshop: Verifying Your Family Tree

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 8



Lists of Reputable Genealogists
• Lists of Professional Genealogists
– Fellows of American Genealogical Society
– Board for Certification of Genealogists
– Members of Association of Professional 

Genealogists

• Authors of articles in Register, TAG, Mayflower 
Descendant, etc.
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https://www.ngsgenealogy.org/hall-of-fame-members/
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2. Peer Review
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Reputation of Author
• Book reviews

• Articles updating and correcting earlier work

• Articles exposing fraud

• Lists of recommended recent research

• Guides to published research
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Book Review
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Corrections/Additions
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Guides to Published Work

Martin E. Hollick, New Englanders in the 1600s, A Guide to 
Genealogical Research Published between 1980 and 2010.
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Great Migration Begins
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Bibliographic Notes
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Great Migration Newsletter
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Fraud
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Horatio Gates Somerby
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3. Format
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Genealogical Formats
• NEHGS Register Style

• All-my-ancestors

• Male line descendants

• Male and female line descendants

• Groups

• None
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NEHGS Register Style
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All My 
Ancestors
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Direct Line Through Each Surname 
to Earliest Ancestor
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Agnate (Male) Descendant Genealogy
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Children of Peter Bulkley
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Male and Female Descendants
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Male and Female Descendants
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Groups of Individuals
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No Format

Delano Genealogy, 1899
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4. Scope
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Author’s Intent
• “All” my ancestors or five generations, or 

selected

• “All” the descendants of – or through five 
generations, or just the living family

• Who is in the “Group”?

• English ancestry, or beginning with American 
immigrant
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Tip
Read the Preface for 
the Author’s Intent
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Read the Preface
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5. Citations
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Are Sources Cited?
• Footnotes, endnotes, embedded notes

• Clear description of the source so that the reader 
can find it

• Secondary sources only?

• Analysis of the source’s reliability

• Other sources for information
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Footnotes
1 Essex Co PR, 166:60. 
1 Wenham VR, 1:8. 
1 Beverly VR, 2:368; Wenham VR, 183. 
1 Note: Essex Antiquarian, 5:2-3 and subsequently Babson 1934, 17, assign a death 

date for Mehitable of 1 Aug. 1759. A second daughter named Mehitable was included, with 
no birth date, who married John Killam. By 1977 the death record of Mehitable (Babson) 
Killam was found, which gives her age in 1830 as 79 and matches the known birth record
in 1759. As there is no record for the death 1 Aug. 1759 of a Mehitable Babson, we are
including only one daughter of that name. 

1 Wenham VR, 87. 
1 Ibid., 50. 
1 Babson 1997, 24. 
1 Babson 1977, 17; Babson 1934, 16, says d. 1784. 

The Babson Genealogy, 1606-2017
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End Notes

Dawes-Gates Ancestral Lines, Mary Walton Ferris, 1943
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Embedded
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6. Completeness
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Have All Logical Sources Been 
Thoroughly Gleaned?

• Beyond births, marriages and deaths
– Wills, deeds, church, court, historical society 

collections, state archives

• Primary records 

• Secondary sources that cite primary records

• Secondary sources with no citations
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Effort to include everyone?
• What does “all” mean?

• Family over relatives?

• Limited by geographic area, time frame?

• What does the book specifically not include?

• Information on daughters and their children?

Online Workshop: Verifying Your Family Tree

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 45



7. Author Restraint
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Really?
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Author Restraint
• Did the author(s) intend on a multi-volume set 

and only complete one or two volumes?

• Where is the genealogical correspondence or 
notes from the author for the other volumes ?

• Did the author supply an index to their 1,500 page
genealogical work?
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Tip
When you are picking a 

project set realistic goals, 
and also index the volume
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8. Age and 
Methodology
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Age
• Advantages of older published genealogies
– Author may have had access to family papers
– Some records have been lost or destroyed
– Access to older people who remembered a 

generation or two more further back
– Correspondence with living descendants who 

provide the information about their immediate 
families

– Does this correspondence survive at an archives 
like American Ancestors or elsewhere?
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Oral History

H. Franklin Andrews , History of the Andrews Family (1890)
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Methodology
• Did they try to use the “best practices of their 

time”?

• Compare the style of an NEHGS Register article 
published the same year as the genealogy was 
printed for comparison for “best practices”

• Development of Genealogy Standards
– Board for Certification of Genealogists

www.BCGcertification.org

Online Workshop: Verifying Your Family Tree

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 53



9. Analysis
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Robert Charles Anderson, Elements of Genealogical 
Analysis.

First Fundamental Rule: All statements must be 
based only on accurately reported, carefully 
documented, and exhaustively analyzed records.

Second Fundamental Rule: You must have a 
sound, explicit reason for saying that any two 
individual records refer to the same person
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Analysis of a simple entry
• Is it listing a full date of birth, marriage or death?

• Is a location or a region listed?

• Does this reference give you a valid source?

• Is the author still living?

• What do earlier or later genealogical books or 
articles state for the same facts?

Online Workshop: Verifying Your Family Tree

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 56



10. Access
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Expanding Digital World

• Nearly every genealogy that is not under 
copyright (and some that are) can be accessed 
online

• Images being converted from microfilm

• New images directly to digital

• Scattered among various providers with various 
success 
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https://Archive.org
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https://www.hathitrust.org/
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https://www.familysearch.org/library/books/
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Evaluation in Practice –
Published Genealogy
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Original, Derivative or Authored?
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When Was the Record Created?

Publication Date of Source NOT the same as 
when the individual record was created
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Who Provided the Information?

Author is not the same a person who provided 
information about William Cogswell – We 
don’t know who provided the information. 
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Genealogical Information?
Date of Birth

Wife

Date of death

Children and dates
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Information Primary, Secondary, 
Unknown?

Date of Birth

Wife

Date of death

Children and dates
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Footnotes, Endnotes, Citations of 
Any Kind?
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Review
1. Do not always assume a 

published genealogical work is 
the final say, or accurate

2. Confirm sources, and contact 
authors if you question their 
scholarship

3. Consider revising an earlier 
published genealogy to bring it 
up to 21st standards
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QUESTIONS?
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THANK YOU!
AmericanAncestors.org
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Copyright © 2024
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