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Software Interfaces
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Some Genealogy Programs
• Ancestral Quest – www.ancquest.com

• Brother’s Keeper - www.bkwin.org/

• Family Tree Maker – www.mackiev.com/ftm/index.html

• Heredis – www.heredis.com/en/

• iFamily - ifamilyformac.com/

• Legacy – www.LegacyFamilyTree.com

• MacFamilyTree – www.syniumsoftware.com/macfamilytree

• Reunion – www.leisterpro.com

• RootsMagic – www.rootsmagic.com
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Other Options
• Online trees

• Apps

• Paper and 
physical files
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Ancestral Quest (Win & Mac)
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Brother’s Keeper (Win)
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Family Tree Maker (Win & Mac)

Online Research Workshop: Verifying Your Family Tree

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 7



Family Tree Maker App
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Heredis (Win &Mac)
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Heredis App
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iFamily (Mac)
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Legacy (Win)
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MacFamily Tree
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Reunion (Mac)
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Reunion App
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RootsMagic (Win & Mac)
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RootsMagic App
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Essential Features
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Essential Features

• Data Entry

• Merging of Duplicates

• Basic Reports

• Reliability Checks
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Data Entry
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Names
• Simple Surname
– Rufus Herman BAILEY

• Multi-Word
– George DE LA VERGNE

• Dit Names
– Pierre DU BOIS DIT MORELET

• Hyphenated Surnames
– Louise BECK-SMITH
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Dates
• Standard Dates
– 6 Mar 1806

• Approximated Dates
– ca 1707
– bef 5 Jun 1877
– btw 1898-1903
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Free-form Dates
• Quaker Dates
– 1707 6th mo 4th day

• Regnal Dates
– 4 May in the 3rd year of the reign of His Majesty, 

George III
– This actually translates to 4 May 1763
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Places
• Understand how your genealogy program handles 

places

• You may need to include extra commas to ensure 
that the places are accurately recognized

• If a town isn’t recognized as a town, you may not 
be able to do a search on the town
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Sources
• One of the most important aspects of recording 

your research

• Cite sources as you enter information about a new 
person

• The sources you cite will be the basis of evaluation 
when others see your research
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Merging Duplicates
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Legacy
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Legacy
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MacFamilyTree
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Basic Reports
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Family Group Sheets

• May include basic events or all events

• May not resemble the standard fill-in forms
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RootsMagic
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MacFamilyTree
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Multigenerational Charts
• Offers a road map of our ancestry

• May include 4 to 6 generations

• Some programs allow you to add colored boxes or 
photographs
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Family Tree Maker 

Online Research Workshop: Verifying Your Family Tree

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 35



Brother’s Keeper
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RootsMagic
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Reunion
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Genealogy Reports
• Narrative-style reports listing descendants or 

ancestors

• May resemble journal formats of the Register or 
NGS Quarterly

• May include sources embedded in the report
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iFamily
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Legacy
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Family Tree Maker
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Reliability Checks
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Reliability Checks
• Spell Checkers
– Spelling of names and places
– Spelling of words in free-form text windows

• Date Authentication
– Typos may creep in as we enter new information
– Date authentication is an internal method of 

alerting the researcher to when such an error 
occurs
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Technical Support
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Technical Support
1. Online manuals

2. Blogs

3. Bulletin Boards

4. Email Support

5. Phone Support
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http://www.rootsmagic.com
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RootsMagic Forums
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www.heredis.com/en/support/
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Moving to a new 
program
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Moving to a New Program
1. Determine import options in new program

2. If necessary, create a GEDCOM in old program

3. Use import function in new program

4. Take note of exceptions of information imported

5. Re-locate or move images to proper place for 
new program
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Step
Determine import 

options

1
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RootsMagic
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Legacy Import Wizard
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Step

Create GEDCOM

2
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Step

Use import function

3
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Step
Take note of 
exceptions

4
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MacFamily Tree

Online Research Workshop: Verifying Your Family Tree

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 61



Step
Relocate or move 

images

5
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Legacy
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MacFamily Tree
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MacFamily Tree
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MacFamily Tree
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Tip
SAVE GEDCOM until 

you’re sure ALL 
information is there
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cyndislist.com/software/
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www.americanancestors.org/education/learning-resources/read/genealogical-software-programs
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Online Trees
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Online Trees
• American AncesTrees (americanancestors.org)

• Ancestry (ancestry.com)

• FamilySearch Family Tree (familysearch.org)

• GENI (geni.com)

• MyHeritage (myheritage.com)

• WikiTree (wikitree.com)
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Tip
Test the online trees 
with a small group of 

ancestors.
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Wikitree.com
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Wikitree.com
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Geni.com
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FamilySearch.org
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FamilySearch.org
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FamilySearch.org
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Alabama Marriage Record
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AmericanAncestors.org
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AmericanAncestors.org
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AmericanAncestors.org
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The Tree
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Adding Someone to Tree
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FamilySearch Hint

Online Research Workshop: Verifying Your Family Tree

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 85



Leads and Hints
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Evidence List
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Next Steps
1. Research options
2. Download trial version 

(if available)
3. Transfer to the trial version a small 

grouping of familiar families with 
media, etc. to see what happens

4. Select your program
5. Use small group for online tree 

testing
6. Stay positive and flexible!
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QUESTIONS?
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THANK YOU!
AmericanAncestors.org/Education

Online Research Workshop: Verifying Your Family Tree

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 90



Copyright ©2024

Online Research Workshop: Verifying Your Family Tree

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 91




