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Basic Steps of Military 
Research 
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Why research a veteran?
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How old was your veteran?
Too young or too old ?

• Ages not listed, no town given

• Age range of typical soldier, 18-35

• Average birth year 1735-1760

• Extremes early 1700s & late 1760s
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Patriotic Service
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Acts of Patriotic Service 
• These acts cannot be self-serving
• Service could only be rendered to the Patriots
• This can be one act or a series of actions 

demonstrating loyalty to the American cause
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Examples of Patriotic Service
• Signing oaths of allegiance to the new government
• Rendering aid to wounded (nurses and doctors)
• Furnishing supplies
• Lending money or munitions
• Ministers giving patriotic sermons
• Paying supply taxes
• Defenders of forts and stations
• Members of Continental Congress, State Conventions and 

Assemblies
• Membership in committees during the war (ex. 

Committees of Correspondence, Inspection, and Safety)
• Boston Tea Party participants
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Patriotic Sermons
• Religion provided a moral sanction for opposing 

British rule

• Ministers of the Church of England are not 
eligible – they swore an oath to support the King
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Sermon from Rev. Samuel Langdon

Rev. Samuel Langdon – president of Harvard College preached in Watertown, CT, May 
31, 1775 (one month after the Battles of Lexington and Concord):

"We have lived to see the time when British liberty is just ready to expire—when the 
constitution of government which has so long been the glory and strength of the English 
nation is deeply undermined and ready to tumble into ruins—when America is 
threatened with cruel oppression and the arm of power is stretched out against New 
England, especially this colony, to compel us to submit to the arbitrary acts of legislators 
who are not our representatives, and who will not bear the least part of the burdens 
which, without mercy, they are laying upon us" (Thornton, John Wingate. The Pulpit of 
the American Revolution: or the Political Sermons of the Period of 1776 Boston: Gould 
and Lincoln, 1860, pg. 235).
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Oaths of Allegiance
• 18th century oaths were seen as "sworn promises"

• Most colonies required an oath of allegiance by free males over 
the minimum age (varied from over 16 to 21 years)

• Prisoners of war and enslaved persons were exempt from taking 
an oath of allegiance.

• Women were not required to take an oath of allegiance unless 
required in other circumstances (ex. in New York to file a 
lawsuit)

• Some colonies allowed Quakers to affirm allegiance 
(Connecticut, Maryland, Massachusetts, New Hampshire, New 
Jersey, North Carolina, New York, Rhode Island, Vermont)
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Oath of Allegiance Example
• “I, ----------, do swear (or affirm) that I renounce and refuse 

all allegiance to George the Third, King of Great Britain, his 
heirs and successors, and that I will be faithful and bear true 
allegiance to the commonwealth of Pennsylvania as a free 
and independent state, and that I will not at any time do or 
cause to be done any matter or thing that will be prejudicial 
or injurious to the freedom and independence thereof, as 
declared by Congress; and also that I will discover and make 
known to some one justice of the peace of the said state all 
treasons 2 and traitorous conspiracies which I now know or 
hereafter shall know to be formed against this or any of the 
United States of America.”
– Oaths of Allegiance During the American Revolution 8 

May 2021, Sons of the American Revolution (SAR)
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Three Elements of Oath of 
Allegiance

• Renouncing allegiance to the King of England

• Promise of allegiance to the state as an 
independent state

• Commitment to reveal treasons and conspiracies 
against any of the states
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Oaths of Allegiance – Minimum Age 
Requirements

• Connecticut – Office holders and freemen (over 21)

• Delaware – White males over 21

• Georgia – All men over 16

• Maryland – Free males over 18

• North Carolina – Free males over 16

• Pennsylvania – White males over 18

• Rhode Island – Men above 21

• South Carolina – Free males over 16

• Vermont – Freemen (over 21)

• Virginia – Free born males over 16 (except indentured servants)
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Oaths of Allegiance –
Massachusetts and Rhode Island

• Massachusetts and Rhode Island oaths did not 
include an allegiance to a state. 

• They required a man to pledge supporting the war 
against Great Britain.
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Oaths of Allegiance - Georgia
• Men were allowed to affirm allegiance

• Officers in high state positions were required to 
swear an oath of allegiance
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Oaths of Allegiance - Maryland
• Also allowed affirmation by Dunkers and Menonists

• Separate lists were kept of those who swore and those 
who affirmed allegiance

• 1781 – Permitted Quakers, Dunkers and and 
Menonists to preach without affirming allegiance 
assuming they had not manifested a disposition 
against the state of Maryland

• 1783 – Allowed Methodists to preach without 
affirming allegiance
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Oaths of Allegiance – North 
Carolina

• Also allowed affirmation by Dunkers, Menonists, 
and Moravians

• Men who took an oath of allegiance were allowed 
to purchase land at 50 shillings/acre
– 640 acres per single man
– 640 acres per married man plus 100 acres each for 

his wife and each child
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Supply Taxes
• Congress has no authority to levy taxes. Money and supplies 

were requested from the states.

• Taxes went towards raising supplies, paying troops, building 
ships, providing clothing, raising bounty money, providing relief 
for families of soldiers in service.

• The laws that were passed to levy taxes must state in the statute
that they were addressing a request of the Continental 
Congress and/or to support the war or achieve 
independence.

• Each state has different tax assessments that were levied. 
Consult the DAR and SAR guides on which taxes count for 
patriotic service.
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Types of Civil Service
• State Officials – Provisional or new state 

governments

• County and Town Officials
– Examples: Selectman, Judge, Sheriff, Justice of the 

Peace, Town Clerk
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Town Record Minutes
• Record the business of the town, including elected 

officials

• Town records date back to when the town was 
first incorporated
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Branford, Connecticut Town Meetings during 
the American Revolution
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FamilySearch.org
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Delaware Signers of the Oath of 
Allegiance
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Examining Previous Service 
in the Colonial Wars

Salt Lake City Research Tour 2024

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 24



Determining the Military Service of 
your Ancestor before the Revolution

• Age at enlistment

• Wars during his lifetime

• Documents & Artifacts

• Genealogies and local histories

• Pensions – may reference earlier service
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What colonial wars occurred during his 
lifetime?
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18th Century Conflicts 
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King George’s War: 1740-1748
• Key battle: Fortress Louisburg on Cape Breton in 

modern day Nova Scotia, 1745

• 1748, return of fortress to 
French control
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French and Indian War
• “Seven years war” over boundary disputes 

between English colonists and French

• Recapture of Fortress Louisbourg in 1759

• Many British soldiers 
would later fight against
the crown in Revolution
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American 
Revolutionary War 
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Does his age fit the Muster Roll?
• Drummer Boy

• Student Soldier

• Married with Children

• Seasoned Veteran

• Senior Soldier
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Family Relics in the Attic
• Letters
• Diaries
• Paintings
• Guns & Swords
• Discharge Papers
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Forgotten Images
• Do you have an image of your soldier?

• Did your veteran live into the 1830s?
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Oral Family Traditions
• 1775 to 2024
• Lost in translation
• Preserving stories
• Confirming stories with 

primary sources
• Hero or Deserter?
• Proving or disproving 

Grandma
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Cemetery 
Clues and Pitfalls

• Is there a gravestone for your vet?

• Cemetery and burial records

• Transcribed gravestones

• Where is his spouse buried?

• Is there a flag marker?

- S.A.R. marker on the right grave?
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American 
Revolutionary War 

Resources
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Useful Resources
• Muster rolls

• Quartermaster 
rolls

• Published 
genealogies

• Correspondence 
from officers

• Town histories 

• Pension files 

• Journals and 
diaries

• 1840 Census

• Maps

• TIP: Adopt the 
regiment! 
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From Published to 
Primary Sources
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Mass. Soldiers & Sailors 
The following is his Revolutionary War sketch from Massachusetts Soldiers and Sailors in the 

Revolutionary War (12:559).

Poor, Jonathan, Newbury. Captain of a company of militia, Col. Samuel Gerrish’s 
(2d Essex Co.) Regt., which marched on the alarm of April 19, 1775; service, 6 
days; also, Captain; return of militia officers who joined Col. Jedediah 
Huntington's Regt., dated Roxbury Camp, Dec. 22, 1775; ordered in Council 
Feb. 3, 1776, that said officers be commissioned; also, Captain; list of officers 
of companies under command of Col. Huntingdon which reinforced the army; 
commissioned Feb. 3, 1776; also, copy of a return of said Poor's co. [year not 
given]; copy of a receipt dated New bury, march 18, 1777, signed by men 
belonging to said Poor's co., for wages for 6 weeks service, appears on reverse 
of return; also, Captain, 1st co., Col. Daniel Spafford's (7th Essex Co.) regt. of 
Mass. militia; list of officers to be commissioned in said regiment; ordered in 
Council June 26, 1777, that said officers be commissioned; reported 
commissioned June 26, 1777. 
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Looking for the Sources
• Poor, Jonathan, Newbury. Captain of a company of militia, Col. 

Samuel Gerrish’s (2d Essex Co.) Regt., which marched on the alarm 
of April 19, 1775; service, 6 days; also, Captain; return of militia 
officers who joined Col. Jedediah Huntington's Regt., dated Roxbury 
Camp, Dec. 22, 1775; ordered in Council Feb. 3, 1776, that said 
officers be commissioned; also, Captain; list of officers of companies 
under command of Col. Huntingdon which reinforced the army; 
commissioned Feb. 3, 1776; also, copy of a return of said Poor's co. 
[year not given]; copy of a receipt dated New bury, march 18, 1777, 
signed by men belonging to said Poor's co., for wages for 6 weeks 
service, appears on reverse of return; also, Captain, 1st co., Col. Daniel 
Spafford's (7th Essex Co.) regt. of Mass. militia; list of officers to be 
commissioned in said regiment; ordered in Council June 26, 1777, that 
said officers be commissioned; reported commissioned June 26, 1777. 
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Muster Roll Index  Microfilm

Massachusetts Muster Rolls 
(index file cards) of the 

Revolutionary War, 1767-1833 
259 Microfilms
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Capt. Jonathan Poor
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Capt. Jonathan Poor

Volume: 13 - Page: 43
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Capt. Jonathan Poor
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Capt. Jonathan Poor
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Citing the Primary Source
Jonathan Poor “Newbury. Captain of a company of 

militia, Col. Samuel Gerrish’s (2d Essex Co.) 
Regt., which marched on the alarm of April 19, 
1775; service, 6 days”[1]
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Citing the Primary Source
1. Muster/payrolls, and various papers (1763-1808) of 

the Revolutionary War - Lexington Alarm rolls 1775, 
13:43. [FHL US/CAN Film 
# 1906243] Online: 
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-
CSJ7-HJMC?i=416&cat=729681 (May 3, 2019) 
Repository: Massachusetts State Archives.
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Going beyond Abstracts 

and 

Dissecting Pension Files
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Going Beyond Abstracts 
and Dissecting Pension 

Files
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Virgil White Pension Abstracts
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Joshua Whitney Abstract
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www.fold3.com
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www.fold3.com
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Joshua Whitney Pension File
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Joshua Whitney Pension File
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Joshua Whitney Pension File
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Joshua Whitney Pension File
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Joshua Whitney Pension File
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Joshua Whitney Pension File
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Joshua Whitney Pension File
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Joshua Whitney Pension File
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Joshua Whitney Pension File
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Joshua Whitney Pension File

Salt Lake City Research Tour 2024

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 69



Final Payment Vouchers 
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Index Card to Final Payments
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NARA – Final Payment Vouchers
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NARA – Final Payment Vouchers
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NARA – Final Payment Vouchers
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www.FamilySearch.org
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www.FamilySearch.org
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www.FamilySearch.org
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1911 State Capitol Fire in Albany
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www.FamilySearch.org

New York are published in Calendar of 
Historical Manuscripts, Relating to the War 
of the Revolution, (Albany: 1868)

A large collection of documents relating to 
officers and enlisted men from the 
Revolutionary War from New York are 
published in this two volume set.
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Journals and Diaries

• Published journals
• Transcribed accounts
• Local historical 

societies
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digital.americanancestors.org
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digital.americanancestors.org
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digital.americanancestors.org
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digital.americanancestors.org
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digital.americanancestors.org
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digital.americanancestors.org
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digital.americanancestors.org
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digital.americanancestors.org
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Diary of Dr. Ezra Green, Mss A 1462, American 
Ancestors Digital Library and Archives
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1840 Census of Pensioners
• Revolutionary 

War pensioners 
and widows

• First census to 
give exact age

• Lists who veteran 
is residing with
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• fold3
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Adopting the 
Regiment
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Consider Adopting the Regiment or Crew

Consider using the steps 
you have learned and 
examine the pensions and 
stories of those men who 
served with your ancestor.  
The details in the diaries, 
letters, and pensions of his 
fellow veterans may add 
more detail to the story 
you know from 
researching his records.
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QUESTIONS?
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THANK YOU!
AmericanAncestors.org
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