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Chris Child, Senior Genealogist of the Newbury Street Press; 
Editor, Mayflower Descendant

Contributing to 
Mayflower Scholarship

Meet today’s presenter

Christopher C. Child
Senior Genealogist of the Newbury Street Press; 

Editor, Mayflower Descendant

OVERVIEW
• Presentation (60 mins.)

• Q&A (30 mins.)

• Publishing your findings
• Writing a journal article
• Final steps
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Voice of Voice of
Christopher C. Child
Senior Genealogist of the Newbury Street Press 
and Editor of Mayflower Descendant

What’s Next?
Publishing your findings

What are your goals
• Get your discoveries out there

• Foster further research

• Finetune your research skills

• Join the Mayflower Society

• Show off to other genealogists?
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Publication outlets
• Journals – (Mayflower Descendant, Mayflower Quarterly 

Magazine, Register, TAG, TG, etc.)

• Family Associations and Newsletters

• Books – (all my ancestors, descendancy projects)

• Blogs (Vita-Brevis)

• Online Forums (WikiTree, FamilySearch)

• DNA projects (Genetics Column in American Ancestors
magazine)

Having Control over your 
Information

• Once it is published in a journal, some readers 
may only read your article and not look for 
further updates (although they should)

• Your own blog or WikiPage

Blog Posts
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WikiPages, specific focus

WikiTree

Linking to other publications

Class 5: Researching and Verifying Mayflower Ancestry

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center



11/26/2024

5

FamilySearch – learn to walk away

Tip
Some journals may not 

accept your article if 
largely discussed online

Mayflower Descendant
• Proof arguments with 

genealogical summaries

• Serial genealogies 

• Problems within the first 
5 or 6 generations and 
later
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Background & Publishing Process
• Mayflower Descendant ran 1899-1937; 1985-present

• Record articles (transcription)

• Correcting outdated information

• A new genealogical discovery (origins/spouses/children)

• Straightforward Genealogy (6th, 7th generation, allied 
families)

• Article length:
– Shorter: 2 – 5 pages
– Longer: sometimes published in multiple installments

Publishing Process
• Download template

• Contact editor with plans to publish
– Letter of agreement

• Write article, review past research/literature review

• Filling in gaps

• Genealogical Analysis

• Editorial review

AmericanAncestors.org/publications/mayflower-descendant
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The Point of Your Article is?
• How you found the records?

• What you found in the records?

• Both?

• How your interpretation of records makes a 
genealogical argument

• New argument or revisiting an old theory?

• Record transcriptions

• Straightforward genealogy

Organization by 
Article Type

Correcting Outdated Information
• Summary of past research

• Discussion of incorrect information
– Why is it incorrect
– What new evidence exists

• Corrected genealogical summary
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A New Genealogical Discovery
English/Dutch origins; parentage, spouse, or additional child/ren; etc.

• Summarize past research

• Your analysis [proof argument]

• Genealogical summary (if needed)

Straightforward Genealogy
Sixth or Seventh generations; or allied families

• Minimal introduction

• How this family connects to other Mayflower
families

• Beginning generation

• Subsequent generations (see later slides relating to 
expanded and consolidated generations)

Record transcription
• Introduction
– Provenance of record set; how they were discovered
– Why these records might be useful

• Transcribe and/or annotate

• Transcribe

• Transcribe
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Tip
Concentrate on one main 

conclusion in the genealogical 
analysis.

General Considerations
 Summarizing Past Research

 Are you correcting or improving past research?

 Is this the first treatment ever?

 Presenting negative evidence

What goes in the argument versus genealogical 
summary

 How much is too much

 Presenting evidence in a journal versus the magazine

Literature Review: 
Summarizing Past 

Research
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Literature Review (17th Century)
• The Great Migration Directory Immigrants to New 

England, 1620-1640

• Founders of Early American Families (immigrants 
to the thirteen colonies between 1607-1657)

• Hollick, New Englanders in the 1600s (published 
articles and books between 1980-2010)

• Torrey, New England Marriages Prior to 1700

• Sanborn, Third Supplement to Torrey

Literature Review (18th Century)
• American Genealogical and Biographical Index

• PERSI

• Maine, N.H., Vt., and Western Mass. Families in 
1790

• Regional journals of interest

Mayflower Specific Review
• Mayflower Descendant

• Mayflower Quarterly

• Silver Books, 5th Generation Database

• AmericanAncesTREES, applications database

• Check with Plymouth too! 
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Tip
You may miss 

something, it happens

Cooper Family (2019)

Cooper Family (2014)
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Covering & Correcting 
Past Research

Stating Erroneous Claims

• Briefly in the text

• In a footnote

• Not at all

Tip
Don’t be too “mean” to 

past genealogists

Class 5: Researching and Verifying Mayflower Ancestry

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center



11/26/2024

13

Example

Example

Example
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Savage on Wrestling Brewster

Fake Records, be relentless

QUESTIONS?
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Journal Articles 
without genealogical 

summaries
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Article by the author of MF5G

Journal Articles with 
Genealogical 
Summaries: 

Writing in Register Style

Register (descendancy) style

PRESENT

PAST
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Resources at 
AmericanAncestors.org

Our Writing
Portable 
Genealogist 
Quick‐Reference 
Guides

Print Resources 
from American 
Ancestors

Shop.AmericanAncestors.org

Tip
Follow a template.
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AmericanAncestors.org/publications/mayflower-descendant

MS Word

When a summary has been treated 
already with detail
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Documenting the “patrilineage” or 
“mayflowerage”

Brief Summary 1

Brief Summary 2
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Ongoing 
Generations

Consolidated Generations

Families already treated well
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Cross Referencing

Cross Referencing

Tip
You’ll likely find other 

problems once you get to 
the summary! 
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Just doing the genealogical 
summary

Filling in Gaps
• Don’t let gaps in your research prevent you from 

writing

• Keep a running list of items to review

• OR mark gaps within your draft

• You won't find everything!

Omission versus Commission
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Summarizing records searched
• For Mayflower Descendant, articles generally 

avoid a “travelogue”

• Might be summarized by record type, i.e. a 
summary of land records, or in chronological 
order

• Pick the presentation that keeps your argument 
moving

Succinct ways to indicate you looked

Summaries, Full Transcriptions, or Images 
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Summaries, Full Transcriptions, or Images
How easy is it for others the get this record? 

Explaining Conflicting Evidence

Facts that do not need significant 
explanation
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Summarizing 
Evidence of 

Non-Principal 
Subjects

Expanding the Article’s Focus

Footnote Summaries
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Footnote Summaries

QUESTIONS?

Citation Styles
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Standard Short References

Repeated references
• Christopher Challender Child, The Nelson Family 

of Rowley, Massachusetts (Boston: Newbury Street 
Press, 2014), 14-16

• Child, The Nelson Family of Rowley, 17

• No Ibids (generally)

Online sources
• Online image at FindAGrave.com, posted by "Maria" 

(memorial #50699162).

• Births, marriages, deaths, ca. 1834-ca.1870, Mashpee, 
Mass., image #42 [FHL #7009563]

• Madison Co., Ala., probate case files, no. 739, Levi 
Byram (1817), "Alabama, Wills and Probate Records, 
1753-1999," online at Ancestry.com

• "Whaling Crew List Database," New Bedford Whaling 
Museum, online at WhalingMuseum.org
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Tip
Cite as you write!

Final Steps in 
Publication

Review of the steps so far . . .
Download template

Contact editor with plans to publish

Write article, review past research/literature review

 Filling in gaps

Genealogical Analysis

• Editorial review
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Before Sending a Draft . . .
• Read and re-read your article
– Does it make sense?
– Are you following the template?
– Copyedit (will be copyedited by NEHGS staff)

• Send images and charts as separate files (not 
embedded)

Queries

Thanking Colleagues: Giving Credit
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• Copyedited

• Final formatting

• Indexing

• Print and publish!

• Approve final draft 
before to going to press

• Receives two copies of 
issue

By AuthorBy NEHGS

Final Steps

Tip
It’s okay to publish 

an update

My first MD article 2004
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Next issue!

Journal to Blogpost

Blogs are even easier
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You can do it!
• Take it one step at a time

• You don’t need to write your article in order

• Communicate with your editor

• Your article will benefit descendants of these 
families and genealogists working on the families 
in the future

QUESTIONS?
Schedule a consultation

consultations@nehgs.org

Hire Research Services
research@nehgs.org

AmericanAncestors.org/researching-verifying-mayflower-ancestry-2024
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THANK YOU!
AmericanAncestors.org

Copyright ©2024
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