Class 4: Researching and Verifying Mayflower Ancestry 11/18/2024

Advanced Strategies

Christopher C. Child, Senior Genealogist of the Newbury Street Press;
Editor, Mayflower Descendant

THE BRUE FAMILY LEARNING CENTER

3LAND HISTORIC GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY

£ American Ancestors,

Meet today’s presenter

Christopher C. Child

Senior Genealogist of the Newbury Street Press;
Editor, Mayflower Descendant

Presentation (60 mins.)

¢ Advanced research strategies
« DNA
 Case studies

Q&A (30 mins.)
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Voice of

Christopher C. Child
Senior Genealogist of the Newbury Street Press
and Editor of Mayflower Descendant

Overview

* Advanced research strategies

— Onomastic evidence

— Sorting children out when father was married
twice

— Confirming theories through probate, land, and
other records

» Using DNA in Mayflower research
(Y-chromosome, mitochondrial, and Autosomal)

* Related case studies

Onomastic Evidence

* Some cultures may have defined naming patterns,
while others may be less rigid

* Surnames as first names or less common first
names can be clues of earlier kinships and origins

¢ Can be circumstantial evidence, but can be a
starting point or provide a working theory
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Jonathan Pinney of Plymouth, VT
Was he really born in England?

508  BARLY FAMILIES OF PLYMOUTH, VERMONT

Evaluate names from
oo . JONATHAN: PINNEY
wife’s family i

1812, Plym-
posed to_have
vt. H

s b, Apr. 2, 1
1 Pinney learned
a

* Disregard very common
names (usually)

* Had sons John and
Jonathan

* Sons Solomon, Amial,
and “Deline”

11/18/2024

Delano Pinney

2] .
Full Name of Deceased Ko 0 benea. \.b;ovm‘uz

°\tmc-n

A True Copy \

Age 2. d Y. Mos. Days

Date of Buth |

Names of varents ) o as 0 fFs oo % ]| T Blria S
Name of Husband or wife, if married ¢
Date of Death

Name of Cemetery N, piiasitile s Tl ds i
Remarts 7

John Penney and Elizabeth Delano

PENNEY, John [int. Penny] of Harwich and Elizab:th Delano
[int. Deleno], Oct. 15, 1747, [Penny of Harwick and Eliz-
aibeth] Dellano, p.c.r.]
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Class 4: Researching and Verifying Mayflower Ancestry

NYGBR, 2002

* John Penny had a nephew named Amial

* Elizabeth Delano was the daughter and sister of a Jonathan Delano

* Moved to Dutchess Co., **
N.Y. in 1750s, John died
soon after

¢ Moved back to Mass.;
Elizabeth married
(2) David Ayres
(who had son Solomon)

*  Moved with married
Penny daughters to
Plymouth, Vt.!

11/18/2024

Jonathan Pinney of Plymouth, Vermont;
only one still named Penney/Pinney

2009] Ideniifying Jonathan Pinney 101

PENNY/PINNEY FAMILY

—_— 1741 1757
William Penny John Penny m. Elizabeth Delano = David Ayres
m. Deborah Weeks  (d. 1756/7) (b. 1725)

Amiel John Judith Elizabeth Jonathan
Penny  Penny Penny Penny Pinney
(b. 1742) (b. ca. 1753) (b. ca. 1754)
m. Barnabas  m. Abel m. Priscilla
Russell Whitney Grover

cleven children,
including Dellano
and Amial

Caswell & Shaw Families of CT
* Ebenezer Rogers of Norwich, CT & Albion, NY

Jbeneser Rogers Bible
Town of Albion, W.Y.
Printed 1823

Present Owner: Mrs. Burt Griswold
West 3tete Bt., Albion, H,Y,

Ebenesex Romers b Qct 3, 1769

Betsey Lymen b Wov 15, 1771 (wife
Bbene gex* Rogers m ﬂllvh'nobert. °‘x§3 i‘.efu{li:g' i
Loose pmge, very old paper:;
Benjamiri 8hew Rogers b Apr 22, 1766
Kbenexex Rogers b Oot B, 1769 ' @ Jan 28, 1085
Hathan Ciaewell Rogers b 0ot 11, 1770 £
Elisha Merick " b " 16
Margret Rogers [3
Daniel 3 b Jen 16, 1761

b Apr 3. 1784
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Rogers, Merrick, Shaw, and Caswell
Families of Norwich, CT

Daniel Rogers = Grace Williams Benjamin Shaw = Margaret Dean

Grace (b. 1703) Daniel ~ Ebenezer (other sons) Hannah = Nathan Caswell (1712-1800)
= Elisha Merrick

3 unaccounted other children, and possibly more  Daniel
erandsons

Benjamin Shaw Rogers Ebenczer Rogers  Nathan Caswell Rogers  Elisha Merick Rogers  Margaret Rogers  Daniel Rogers  Amy Rogers
(. 1766) (b.1769) (®.1770) ®.1776) ( 1776) ®.1781) (. 1784)

11/18/2024

George Rogers of Whatley, MA

v Ayt
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George Rogers family

Daniel Rogers = Grace Williams Benjamin Shaw = Margaret Dean

Grace (b. 1703) Daniel ~ Ebenezer Hannah = Nathan Caswell (1712-1800)
=Elisha Merrick

George Rogers = Caswell Daniel

Benjamin Shaw Rogers  Ebenczer Rogers  Nathan Caswell Rogers  Elisha Merick Rogers  Margaret Rogers  Danicl Rogers  Anna Rogers
(. 1766) (. 1769) ®.1770) ©.1776) (@ 1776) ©.1781) ©.1784)
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@
Tip
Naming patterns are not
always a guarantee

of kinship.

Challenge:
Determining maternity
when a father has
two wives

Challenges

* Sometimes a man may be married to two women
with the same first name, two sisters, or even
(rarely) women who have the same full name!

* Researching a complete timeline with probate,
land records, military, pensions, or any possible
record

* Following leads on family members of male
subject and both of his wives
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Land Records and naming patterns

George Rogers (say 1740-1820)
= Caswell (no death date)
= (2) Ann Brewster (no marriage date, died 1824, aged 83)
Benjamin Shaw Rogers  Ebenezer George Rogers  Nathan Caswell Rogers  Elisha Merrick Rogers  Margaret Rogers  Daniel Rogers  Anna Rogers|
(born 1766) (born 1769) (born 1770/1) (born 1776) (died1776)  (bom1781)  (bom 1784)

Key Documents

¢ Probate Record of Ann Brewster’s brother Daniel
Brewster in 1779 lists sister Ann as still single

* Lebanon Land Records, 1781, “George and Ann
Rogers,” sell land to Elijah Hyde, Jr.

* 1776 Death date of Margaret: sibling or mother?

George Rogers (say 1740-1820)
= Caswell (ao death date)
= (2) Ann Brewster (no marriage date, died 1824, aged 83)

Benjamin Shaw Rogers  Ebenezer George Rogers  Nathan Caswell R ‘Elisha Merrick R largaret Rogers Daniel Rogers  Anna Rogers
(bom 1766) (born 1769) (bom 1770/1) (bomn 1776) (ded1776)  (bom1781)  (bomm 1784)

11/18/2024

Arranging the two mothers

George Rogers (say 1740-1820)
= (1) Margaret Caswell (died 1776)
:‘ (2) (ca 1780) Amn Brewster (no marriage date, died 1824, aged §3)

Benjamin Shaw Rogers  Ebenczer George Rogers  Nathan Caswell Rogers  Elisha Merrick Rogers  Dasiel Rogers  Anna Rogers|
(bom 1766) (bom 1769) (born 1770/1) (bom 1776) (bom 1781)  (born 1784)
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DNA - Basic Principles
* DNA contains hereditary material.

* Testing companies use genetic markers to compare
your DNA to other testers and population groups.

* Ethnicity results are speculative.

* Test results are only as good as a company’s
database—they will improve over time!

11/18/2024

Using DNA in Family History

What DNA can do: What DNA can't do:
Test a hypothesis Solve a brick wall ancestor
ithout alogical
Confirm a matrilineal or :lee:rtclhany genealoglc
patrilineal origin
Determine Native

Provide possibilities of
recent non-paternity
events

Open up a can of worms

American tribe

Be proof positive of a
suspected distant kinship

What is DNA?

* Autosomal DNA

- 22 Chromosome Pairs

* Sex Chromosome Pair (XX or XY)

* Mitochondrial DNA

Autosomal DNA
Mitochondria

Mitochondrial DNA
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Basics of Y-DNA

* YDNA is inherited from a person’s father

* Patrilineal-related people (even several
generations back) share the same STR markers

* People who do not share the same markers are not
patrilinealy related within recorded history (a few
centuries)

* Most cases involve the solicitation of many people
and existing descendants who have already
participated

Y-DNA Testing

* Y-chromosome passed from father to son (only men
can take this test)

* Testing Company: Family Tree DNA

3 B 50 e BE " L) .I”'. LI )
t® B ® &5 ® ®-8
P8 B

Y-DNA is Best for:

* Researching your paternal ancestry

* One name study projects

» Comparing immigrants to the new world

Grave of
Benjamin Child, Jr.
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Case Study:
Adoniram Allen

(Y-DNA)

Adoniram Allen (ca. 1751-aft. 1830)

* Lived in North and South Carolina and Kentucky

¢ David Allen (b. 1712/3), born Suffield, Conn.,
later of Hanover, N.J., had a brother Adoniram
that died young

* A David Allen, from New Jersey, was in Surry
County, North Carolina by 1771, with two other
Allen men of age to be his sons

Y-DNA

Tested Allen Descendants

John Y. B. Alln
e
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Case Study:
Lt. John Sprague

(Y-DNA)

John Sprague’s Matches

Y-DNA
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Ti
?
Z
ip

DNA probably won't “throw” you out

of the Mayflower Society (especially
in cases of misattributed parentage)

Fuller Big Y Test

[c—} {

| |

Big Y DNA update
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QUESTIONS?

The Mitochondrial Test

* Tests the full Mitochondrial DNA
Cell

Autosomal DNA —__

Mitochondria

£

Mitochondrial DNA

mtDNA Testing
% ,* * Inherited from mother
to child (both men and
§ women can take this test)

h e Males inherit mtDNA,

; Y s s but do not pass it to
/"\ /"\ @ @ /w ‘ their children
* Testing Company:
Family Tree DNA
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Basics of mtDNA

* mtDNA is inherited from a person’s mother

* Matrilineal-related people (even several
generations back) share the same mtDNA markers

* People who do not share the same markers are not
matrilineally related within recorded history (a
few centuries)

* Most cases involve the solicitation of many people
and existing descendants who have already
participated

mtDNA is Best for:

* Researching your Cell Mitochondria

(MDNA is found inside the mitochondria)

maternal ancestry

» Comparing to see if
two people have the
same mother or
maternal grandmother

N Cytoplasm,
(most of our DNA is found in

Case Study:
Esther (Dyer) Flanders

(MmtDNA)
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Esther Dyer of Braintree, Vermont

¢ Born Vermont, about 1790

* Married Braintree, Vermont, 1814, George
Flanders, and moved to New York

* Inlater censuses, Esther lived with Tarrant Dyer, a

grandson of Ichabod Dyer, Sr. of Braintree,
Vermont

¢ Based on the 1800 censuses, Esther could be a
daughter of Ichabod Dyer, Jr., or his eldest son

Ichabod Dyer, Jr.

11/18/2024

Which family does Esther belong to?

Ichabod Dyer, Sr. (1745-1828)
:‘Mm'lcmes (1746-1820)

Ichabod Dyer, Jr_ (ca 1766-1856/7) Samel Dyer (1774-bef. 1870) Esther Dyer (ca. 1790-1876)
=Pheba Nichols (1772-1814) = Betsey Gleason (ca. 1783-bef. 1865) =George Flanders

Tarrant King Dyer (1799-1881)

Matrilineal descendants

Margaret Priscilla Mullins of the Mayflower
= William Nichols = John Alden

3 generations

3 generations Mary Jones (1746-1820)
= Ichabod Dyer, Sr. (1745-1828)

(1772-1814)  (ca. 1766-1856/7)

Esther Dyer (ca. 1790-1876)
Pheba Nichols = Ichabod Dyer. Jr = George Flanders

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center
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Matrilineal descendants

Margaret
= Willam Nichols

Mary Nichols Hannah Nichols

Haplogroup 3 generations
H2Ta

Priscilla Maullins of the Mayflower

< John Alden

|
Ruth Alden

2 gencrations

Mary Jones
= Ichabod Dyer, Sr.

Pheba Nichols = Ichabod Dyer. Jr. Mary Dyer

Polly Dyer

5 generations

Pheba Nichols
mtDNA

6 generations

Mary Jones
mtDNA

T T
Elizabeth Sarah

miDNA participants
haplo - H6ala9

!
Rebecca

Esther Dyer
= Grorge Flanders

5 generations

Esther Dyer
mtDNA

11/18/2024

Expected Conclusions

¢ Matrilineal descendants of Phebe Nichols should match
descendants of Margaret ( ) Nichols

* Matrilineal descendants of Mary Jones should match
descendants of Priscilla Mullins

* Matrilineal descendants of Esther Dyer should match one

of these two groups

 If Esther’s descendants match the Nichols bunch, she was a
daughter of Phebe Nichols and Ichabod Dyer, Jr.

« If Esther’s descendants match the Mullins/Alden bunch,
she was a daughter of Mary Jones & Ichabod Dyer, Sr.

Margaret
= Wilkiam Nichols

Mary Nichols  Hannah Nichols

Haplogroup 3 generations
H2Ta

Results!

Priscilla Mullns of the Mayflower

 Joha Alden
| T
Ruth Alden Elizabeth  Sarah
2 generations.
Mary Jones miDNA participants

= Ichabod Dyer. St.

Pheba Nichols = Ichabod Dyer, Jr.  Mary Dyer

Polly Dyer

5 generations

Pheba Nichols
mtDNA
H27a

6 generations

Mary Jones
mDNA
Héala9

haplo - Halad

!
Rebecea

Esthier Dyer
= George Flanders

5 generations

Esthier Dyer
mDNA
Héala9
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Class 4: Researching and Verifying Mayflower Ancestry

Esther Dyer is a daughter of
Ichabod Dyer, Sr. and Molly Jones

Margaret Priscila Mallins of the Mayflower
= Wiliam Nichols = Jokn Alden
| T T
Meary Nichols Hannah Nichols Ruth Alden Elizabeth  Sarah Rebdces
|

2 generations

Haplogroup 3 generations Mary Jones mDNA participants
H27a = Ichabod Dyer, Sr. haplo - H6ala9
[ T 1
Pheba Nichols = Ichabod Dyer, Jr.  Mary Dyer Esther Dyer
= George Flanders
Polly Dyer
5 generations 6 generations 5 generations
Pheba Nichols Mary Jones Esther Dyer
mDNA mDNA mDNA
H27a Héala9 Healad

The Sisters of Sarah Church

Why DNA testing can aide in
colonial Mayflower research

* An additional piece for the paternity of a male
ancestor or maternity of a female ancestor, by
comparing DNA results of living descendants

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 17
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What Companies are useful

+ For most of this talk relating to 17t century
Mayflower:

— FamilyTreeDNA.com

* Inavery limited scope:
— AncestryDNA
— 23andME
— MyHeritage

QUESTIONS?

Autosomal DNA

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 18
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Limitations

» While the identification of the unrecorded person
may be perfectly reasonable and sound, a registrar
may want all pertinent vital records, many might
be impossible to legally obtain

* Getting permission from your matches to have an
article published in print or online

* Some articles have included Gedmatch numbers

The father of Laura (Brown) Doley
of Louisiana

¢ Born in 1846 to Pauline Clark, a
free woman of color, and
“Brenna Brown”

¢ Searches of the area for men named
Brown/Braun/Brownel, etc.

* Solon Brownell (1810-1880)

Following Solon’s movements

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 19
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(2}
a7

In many situations, genealogical
theories on 17t century families
cannot be aided by DNA
(or your own DNA is "useless")

Does your problem
have a DNA
component?

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 20
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Is DNA possible?

* Are there living descendants?

* Are they willing to test?

11/18/2024

Does your problem...

* Discuss the paternity of a male?

* Maternity of a female?

Do you Need DNA?

Villiam Chreutt, probably by Hlannah Semith, possibly not in the

Janer: e, bsay sttt Wi
10 iv. Narma Oneurr b
1w e

W
Pk,

1 Wastamss (Josiah
«'); m. (2) Anier
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Getting Participants

Finding them

Looking through published genealogies, vital,
census, and probate records, for people who
appear as children in the 1930 and 1940 census

Finding deaths of these people through the Social
Security Death Index and State Death Indexes

Getting obituaries that identify children and their
then residences

Using online people finders

Online finders

» US. Public Records Index, = 4¥ FamilyTreeNow
1950- 1993 (Ancestry.com)
[for birthdates] Search Criteria

* Whitepages.com

* FamilyTreeNow.com Chatenses

* Netronline.com

* Voter Records

* Assessor Records
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Associated Relatives, Contact Info

=
=

Wiy mors information on Joy Challender at p b 9 -
Lo =

Getting DNA from strangers

* Say enough so they don’t think you are a spammer

* Be as forthcoming with your goals

¢ Don’t sound too “stalkerish”

* Your request may sound weird

* Offer them a genealogical gift if they are interested

* Pay for the test

(2}
Have aplan A, B, C D

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 23
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Some people may just want
to be left alone...

David could not be your husband’s father. He was
married at the time. He was faithful to his wife. | am
sorry but Greg won’t get his answers from David. David
is a good man but is not happy to think that someone
thinks he was unfaithful. | wish you the best of luck.

Figuring people out without
contact information

mschnauzer

Did you mean: "schnauzer

CMP Directory - Music For Healing & Transition Program
ity +find ed-music-practitioner-cmp +

Ethical Obligations
and Possible

Consequences
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11/18/2024

Your participant doesn't match

* Bad genealogy?

» Adoption?

* Parentage outside of marriage

* Your obligations or future assistance

* Publish negative findings?

(2}
7
Tip

DNA may corroborate one

generation, but you still

have to verify the rest!

Final thoughts

*  Genetic findings within an MD article can be cited for the purposes of

documenting a descent

* DNA evidence can be one piece of evidence (amongst many), and
should not be the only piece of evidence

* Every lineage society has their own policies on accepting
circumstantial and genetic evidence, which can change periodically

* Publishing your ienetic evidence (especially for more recent findings)
may not be possible

* Just because the lineage society rejects your evidence does not mean

you are wrong

* Publishing your findings will benefit additional generations of
descendants

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center
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QUESTIONS?

Schedule a consultation

consultations@nehgs.org

Hire Research Services
research@nehgs.org

A e Gy —_ _, |

£ 2 American Ancestors. iy, e e & Eopure

Search Events Join Give

Researching & Verifying Mayflower Ancestry 2024

ande fals wil be ovailable for

JOIN THE LIVE BROADCAST
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Click here ta join the live sessions: hutps://zo0:

600730 PMET
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10 Million Names Publications Expert Help Tools Signatura Projects Centers & Initiatives

THANK YOU!
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