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Lindsay Fulton, Chief Research Officer

Documenting Your Mayflower Lineage

Creating a 
Proof Argument

Meet today’s presenter

Lindsay Fulton
Chief Research Officer

OVERVIEW
• Presentation (60 mins.)

• Q&A (30 mins.)

• What resources and records should be used to document 
your Mayflower lineage

• When is a proof argument necessary?
• Case studies-Rosa A. (Richmond) Goodwin, Ancestry of Nathan Cannon,
and the Ancestry of Emeline Barker

Ancestry of Nathan Cannon 
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Voice of Voice of
Lindsay Fulton
VP of Research & Library Services

Iceberg Metaphor!

Proven Mayflower 
Ancestor 

Organization

How to properly document your 
Mayflower line:

1. Organize 
2. Locate records for each generation 

(including spouses) back to the 
Mayflower passenger

3. Determine if a proof summary is 
necessary

4. Write it down!

Class 3: Researching and Verifying Mayflower Lineage

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center



11/11/2024

3

Step

Organize

#1

Qualification Outline

Generation 11

Your name, b. in [town/city, county, state] on [day, 
month, year]. He/she married in [town/city, county, 
state] on [day, month, year], name of spouse.

Name of spouse, b. in [town/city, county, state] on 
[day, month, year].

Tip
Scholarship refers to a 

Mayflower passenger as 
Generation #1

Class 3: Researching and Verifying Mayflower Lineage
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Citations and Footnotes
• Cite as you write!

• Evidence! Citation & 
Analysis for the Family 
Historian (Genealogical 
Pub. Co., 1997)

• Guide to Genealogical 
Writing (NEHGS, 2014)

Qualification Outline
Generation 10

Name of your Father, b. in [town/city, county, state] 
on [day, month, year]; d. in [town/city, county, state] 
on [day, month, year]. He married in [town/city, 
county, state] on [day, month, year], name of spouse.

Name of your Mother, b. in [town/city, county, state] 
on [day, month, year]; d. in [town/city, county, state] 
on [day, month, year].

Class 3: Researching and Verifying Mayflower Lineage
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Step

Locate vital records 
for each generation

#2

Vital Records
• Often provide the names of the individual’s  parents 

and/or spouse

• Depending on the state, records may be held on 
the state, county, and/or town/city level

• Privacy restrictions may limit access

• Certified vs. genealogical 
or informational copies

Civil vital records
birth, marriage, and death

– Modern vital records vary from state to state
• Massachusetts (1841)
• Connecticut (1897)
• Maine (1892)
• New Hampshire (1866)
• Rhode Island (1853)
• Vermont (1857)
• New York (1881)
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Vital Records: Resources
• Genealogist’s Handbook for New England Research, 

6th ed. (NEHGS, 2021)

• Red Book: American State, County, 
and Town Sources, 3rd ed. 
(Ancestry Publishing, 2004)

• The Source: A Guidebook to 
American Genealogy, 3rd ed. 
(Ancestry Publishing, 2006)

• Family Search Wiki

Tip
Always seek out the 

original!

Good vital record

Class 3: Researching and Verifying Mayflower Lineage
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Bad vital record

Bad vital record

What do you do when 
no vital records exist?
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• Vital Records/
Certificates
– Lists parents with 

mother’s maiden name
– Marriage record is 

preferable

• Church Records

• Probate Records

• Genealogies

• County/Local Histories

• Cemetery Records and 
Headstones

• Census records

May need moreIdeal

Types of Records

Some alternative vital records:
• Church Records

• Census

• Cemetery Records

• Naturalization Records

• Land and Property

• Probate

• Military

• Newspapers

• Compiled genealogies

• Finding aids

• Local histories

• Family papers

. . .and more!

Clues to look for:
• Naming patterns

• Similar migrations

• Buy/sell land from family members

Class 3: Researching and Verifying Mayflower Lineage
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Bible Records
• Rare, but helpful

• Maintained by local 
historical societies, 
archives, or 
genealogical society 
(NEHGS)

beta.worldcat.org/archivegrid/

Census Records (Federal and State)
• U.S. Federal Census available 1790–1950

• Before 1850, U.S. Federal Census did not name each 
member of household

• Online resources:
– AmericanAncestors.org
– FamilySearchg.org
– Fold3.com
– Ancestry.com

Class 3: Researching and Verifying Mayflower Lineage
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Cemetery Records and Inscriptions
• Locate a clear photo of marker 

with surrounding stones

• Online resources:
– findagrave.com
– billiongraves.com
– interment.net
– namesinstone.com

Church Records
• Baptisms, marriages, 

confirmations, burials

• To find, identify your 
ancestor’s religion and church

• Sources:
– Church archives
– NEHGS library
– AmericanAncestors.org
– familySearch.org

Tip
Include title page for 

published records

Class 3: Researching and Verifying Mayflower Lineage
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Deeds & Land 
Records

• May identify relationship 
between grantor (seller) 
and grantee (purchaser)

• Sources:
– NEHGS library
– FamilySearch.org
– Family History Library

Local Histories & 
Well-Documented Genealogies

• Properly cited material can 
provide supplemental proof

• Online resources:
– archive.org
– books.google.com
– books.familysearch.org

Probate Records
• Identify heirs: spouse, 

children, grandchildren, 
and siblings

• May include death 
information 

• Sources:
– NEHGS library
– AmericanAncestors.org
– FamilySearch.org
– Family History Library
– County Courthouse

Class 3: Researching and Verifying Mayflower Lineage
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Military Records
• Pension records

• Military rolls

• Enlistment papers

• Draft card/records

• Manuscripts (such as 
diaries or letters home)

– fold3.com
– nationalarchives.gov.uk 
– americanancestors.org   

QUESTIONS?

Step #3
Determine if a proof 

summary is necessary

Class 3: Researching and Verifying Mayflower Lineage
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Link generations together

Parents

Grandparents

Great‐
Grandparents

Great‐Great 
Grandparents 

Tip
Don’t forget about 

maiden names!

Class 3: Researching and Verifying Mayflower Lineage
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What is the purpose of 
a proof argument?

• Interpreting documentation

• Connecting generations

• Explaining conflicting documentation

When is a proof argument necessary?
• No primary source documentation

– Vital records 
– Probate records

• One (or no) secondary sources
– Genealogy
– County history

• Documentation that suggests the relationships, 
but not explicitly stated

• Correcting information 

When a proof argument is 
not necessary

• Vital Records/primary sources exist
– i.e., Death record
– Census records

• When the documentation clearly shows a 
connection

Class 3: Researching and Verifying Mayflower Lineage
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Step

Write it down!

#4

Anatomy of a proof argument
• Clearly stated Objective

• Recognition of Earlier 
Scholarship (Correct or 
Incorrect)

• Research Summary 
– What did you find?
– What didn’t you find?

• Address anomalies or 
mistakes in the research 
process

• Suggest Alternative 
Possibilities

• Conclusion

• Provide a Genealogical 
Summary

Clearly State Objective
• What is the genealogical Question?

• Include information such as:
– The Primary Individual (Date/Place of Birth and 

Date/Place of Death- if known)
– The name of the Primary individual’s Spouse 

(Date/Place of Birth and Date/Place of Death- if 
known)

– The names of the Primary Individual’s Parents

Class 3: Researching and Verifying Mayflower Lineage
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Recognize Earlier Scholarship
• What has been 

presented previously?

• How Scholarly is that 
material?
– Correct
– Incorrect

• If nothing has been 
done, say so

Research Summary

• Provide an explanation of 
the relevant records found
– Logical progression
– Clear and concise 

• Use scholarly footnotes
– Guide to Genealogical Writing

Address Anomalies
• Missing records

• Numerous Individuals with the same name

• Incorrect Information on a record or an incorrect 
published genealogy

• Present this information honestly 
– Do not distort or underplay a record

Class 3: Researching and Verifying Mayflower Lineage
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Suggest Other Possibilities
• Cover all your bases, Even if unlikely 

• Does your conclusion jive with historical, 
geographical, and religious facts

• Conflating two persons?

• Creating Two persons?

• Clearly State Your 
Conclusion Based on 
your analysis 

• Give too much 
information- just state 
the facts

• Present new information 

DON’TDO

Conclusion

Genealogical Summary

• Register style

• Include relevant 
persons and their 
relationships

• Continue to provide 
scholarly citations

Class 3: Researching and Verifying Mayflower Lineage
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Tip
Be thorough!

To Properly Document your line
Create a qualification outline using vital records 

and vital record substitutes

 Provide scholarly citations for each document

 Link one generation to the next- with maiden 
names!

Write a proof argument (if necessary)

Case Study: 
Rosa A. (Richmond) 

Goodwin

Class 3: Researching and Verifying Mayflower Lineage
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• Rosa A. Goodwin’s 
death record 

• Rosa’s obituary

• Census records

• Rosa A. (Richmond) 
Goodwin’s birth record

• Rosa’s marriage record

What we don’t haveWhat we have

Ancestry of 
Rosa A. (Richmond) Goodwin

1881 Death Record
Rosie A. Goodwin

1881 Obituary 

Class 3: Researching and Verifying Mayflower Lineage
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1881 death record
William Richmond

All set!

When is a proof argument 
necessary?

• No primary source documentation
– Vital records 
– Probate records

• One (or no) secondary sources
– Genealogy
– County history

• Documentation that suggests the relationships, 
but not explicitly stated

• Correcting information 

Class 3: Researching and Verifying Mayflower Lineage
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Case Studies
• One and the same 
– Ancestry of Nathan Cannon

• Almost nothing exists 
– Ancestry of Emeline Barker

Case Study: Ancestry 
of Nathan Cannon  

Ancestry of Nathan Cannon

Nathan Cannon
1741- bef. 1769

Thankful
Bassett

1746- aft. 1790 

Nathan 
Cannon

Bap. 1777-1832

Rachel 
Landers

abt. 1766-1847

__

__

Class 3: Researching and Verifying Mayflower Lineage
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• Nathan Cannon’s baptismal 
record

• Nathan’s death record 

• Nathan and Rachel Lander’s 
marriage intention 

• Entry in Mayflower Families 
Through Five Generations 
(Howland)

• Guardianship record

• Proof Nathan Cannon 
removed from 
Barnstable, 
Massachusetts to 
Fairfield, Maine

What we don’t haveWhat we have

Ancestry of Nathan Cannon

What do we need to prove?
• Was Nathan Cannon, son of Nathan Cannon and 

Thankful Bassett, the same Nathan Cannon who 
died in Fairfield, Maine in 1832?

Start with the vital 
records

Class 3: Researching and Verifying Mayflower Lineage
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Marriage record

Death record

Obituary

Class 3: Researching and Verifying Mayflower Lineage
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Exhaustive Search 
• Church Records

• Census

• Cemetery Records

• Naturalization Records

• Land and Property

• Probate

• Military

• Newspapers

• Compiled 
genealogies

• Local histories

• Family papers

*Remember the clues to look for:
• Naming patterns

• Similar migrations

• Buy/sell land from family members

Similar Migration 

Class 3: Researching and Verifying Mayflower Lineage
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History of Fairfield, Maine
• Settled by people from 

Barnstable County, MA

• Originally called Nye’s 
Plantation

• Incorporated as the 
town of Fairfield, 
Lincoln County, 
Massachusetts (now 
Maine) on 18 June 1788

Deeds between family 
members

Nathan Cannon deeds
• 17 March 1803, purchased the north part of Lot 

No. 37 from Moses Appleton of neighboring 
Waterville, Maine. 

• 5 August 1806 Nathan Cannon, along with 
Barnabas Holway, purchased part of Lot No. 39 in 
Fairfield from Moody Landers

Class 3: Researching and Verifying Mayflower Lineage
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Connection?

John Landers = Content Nye

John Landers = Abigail Gifford Thomas Landers = Jerusha Parker

Abraham Landers = Mehitable Bates Rachel Landers = Nathan Cannon

Moody Landers

Naming Pattern

Class 3: Researching and Verifying Mayflower Lineage
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Children’s names

Names in Common?
Nathan Cannon

1741- bef. 1769
Thankful

Bassett
1746- aft. 1790 

Nathan 
Cannon

Bap. 1777-1832

Rachel 
Landers

abt. 1766-1847

__

__

MELINDA CANNON
THOMAS B. CANNON
THANKFUL CANNON
NATHAN CANNON JR.
MARY CANNON
ELIZA CANNON
TIMOTHY CANNON
LEMUEL CANNON
STEPHEN CANNON
HEMAN CANNON

Jerusha 
Parker

__Thomas 
Landers

Making the Connection
• Vital Records

• Community in Fairfield, Maine

• Naming Pattern

• Deed between Nathan Cannon and Moody 
Landers 

Class 3: Researching and Verifying Mayflower Lineage
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QUESTIONS?

Case Study:
Ancestry of 

Emeline Barker

Ancestry of Emeline Barker

Elihu
Finney

abt. 1776-1813

Judy/Judith
Swift

abt. 1780-1849 

Mary Finney
abt. 1815- 1865

Justus Barker
abt. 1816-1873

Emeline Cecelia Barker
1849-1907

George Henry 
Williams
1846-1888

__

__

__

Class 3: Researching and Verifying Mayflower Lineage
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• Emeline (Barker) 
Williams Death 
Certificate

• Emeline’s obituary

• Census records

• Land records

• Finney-Phinney Families 
in America

• Vital records for Mary 
(Finney) Barker

• Probate Record for Elihu
Finney or Judith/Judy 
(Swift) Finney

What we don’t haveWhat we have

Ancestry of Emeline Barker

What do we need to prove?
• Emeline (Barker) Williams is the daughter of 

Mary (Finney) Barker

• Mary (Finney) Barker is the daughter of Elihu
Finney of Sharon, CT

Tip
Start with the known, 

and move to the 
unknown

Class 3: Researching and Verifying Mayflower Lineage
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Step
Confirming Emeline’s 

parents

#1

Death Certificate of 
Emeline Cecilia Williams

Marriage Records

Class 3: Researching and Verifying Mayflower Lineage
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Allegan News

• Lists birthdate and 
birthplace as Sharon, CT

• Does not list parents

1870 Census, Saugatuck, Allegan 
County, Michigan

• Birth, marriage, and 
death dates for Emeline 
Cecelia Barker

• Birthplace: Sharon, CT

• Parents names: Justus 
and Mary

• The maiden name of 
Mary Barker

What are we missing?What do these records 
prove?

Checking in

Class 3: Researching and Verifying Mayflower Lineage
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Justus Barker Family

Allegan Co., MI Deeds, Vol. 65, p. 77

Allegan Co., MI Deeds, Vol. 65, p. 322

Class 3: Researching and Verifying Mayflower Lineage
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Tip
Look for Vital Records 

for Siblings

Death record of Elbert Barker

Class 3: Researching and Verifying Mayflower Lineage
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Marriage Record of Elbert

Build out the family

Justus 
Barker

Mary 
Finney

Florence
Barker

_______
Billings

Emeline Cecelia 
Barker

__

==
George Henry 

Williams

Jay F.
Barker

Cornelia A.
Barker

Elbert O.
Barker =

Melissa M. 
Wild

Frances
Barker

Step
Connecting Mary 
(Finney) Barker to 

Elihu Finney

#2

Class 3: Researching and Verifying Mayflower Lineage
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Finney-Phinney Families in America

Verifying the 
genealogy

Marriage of Elihu Finney and Judy Swift

Class 3: Researching and Verifying Mayflower Lineage
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Death of Elihu Finney

Children of Elihu and Judy

Finney‐Phinney Families in America, p. 81

Salisbury, CT Vital Records, p. 90

Class 3: Researching and Verifying Mayflower Lineage
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George Finney/Phinney

1860 Census , Austerlitz, Columbia 
County, New York

What does this prove?
• Accuracy of genealogy

– Marriage of Elihu and Judy
– Death of Elihu
– Information on children of 

Elihu and Judy is proven 
accurate

• Therefore, Elihu having a 
daughter named Mary is 
likely accurate

Class 3: Researching and Verifying Mayflower Lineage
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The Allegan News, 
Friday, December 13, 1907

1850 Census, Sharon, Litchfield 
County, Connecticut

Naming Pattern
Elihu

Finney
Judy/Judith

Swift

Mary 
Finney

Justus 
Barker

Cornelia 
Finney

George 
Finney

__

== William 
Winegar=

Nancy 
Kehoe

Cornelia 
Finney

James 
Finney

George
Finney

Mary 
Finney

Harriet 
Finney

Emeline 
Barker

Cornelia 
Barker

Class 3: Researching and Verifying Mayflower Lineage
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• Emeline’s death 
certificate 

• Obituary

• Census

• Land Records

• Elbert Barker’s Vital 
Records

• Genealogy

• Geographical 
Connection

• Repetition of name 
Cornelia

Mary Finney to Elihu FinneyEmeline Barker to Mary Finney

Making the Connection

QUESTIONS?
Schedule a consultation

consultations@nehgs.org

Hire Research Services
research@nehgs.org

AmericanAncestors.org/researching-verifying-mayflower-ancestry-2024
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THANK YOU!
AmericanAncestors.org
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