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Class 2: Researching & Verifying Mayflower Ancestry

Applying to the
Mayflower Society

Kristi Leigh Schkade, Library and Research Services Coordinator of the General Society of Mayflower Descendants
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Meet today’s presenter

. )
Kristi Leigh Schkade

Library and Research Services Coordinator
General Society of Mayflower Descendants

OVERVIEW

Presentation (60 mins.)
* Why Join the Mayflower Society?
+ Beginning an Application
* Becoming a Member

¢ Q&A (30 mins.)
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What is the Mayflower Society?

« Lineage society whose members have
proven direct descent from one or more
Mayflower passengers

«» Over 30,000 Active Members

«+ Over 106,000 Members accepted since
1897

«+ Dedicated to research & education about
the Mayflower’s 1620 journey, her
passengers, and their descendants

M The
7 F7Mayflower
{Aj Society

History of the Mayflower Society

1894 1896 1897 2020 2024

New York Conn., Mass., Penn. General Society Australia 54 Member Societies
B The
-7Mayflower

ociety
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General Society
of Mayflower
Descendants

(GSMD)
International headquarters
in Plymouth, Mass.

Governed by Executive
Committee & Member
Society Representatives

Membership in both GSMD
& Member Society
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Why should you join?

* Professional verification of research ¢ Discounts!

= Plymouth-area attractions

= GSMD Research Services

* Organized trips to Pilgrim sites = American Ancestors membership
% Scholarships = Mayflower Descendant

< Preservation of family history

<+ Mayflower Quarterly Magazine

“» GSMD Research Center Library ’l& The
1&g
¢ Members-only merchandise Mayﬂower
. sz’ Society
¢ GSMD & Member Society events Zaed 2o Generl sty Maylover Dscendants

How to Apply

54 Member Societies

Application prepared by
Member Society Historian

Submitted to GSMD for
approval

o

- AUSTRAUIA

How much does it cost to join?

<« Fees set by Member Societies

RS

% Fees paid to Member Societies

o
&

* Due dates vary by Member Society

3

% Application Fees: $150 to.$400

% Annual Dues: $35 to.$150
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QUESTIONS?

Membership Application
Process

1 2 3

Identify Lineage Mayflower Lineage Contact Member
Match Society

4 5 6

Prepare Application Submit Application Membership
& Documentation to GSM Approved!

#  The
“=-7Mayflower
sodiely
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IDENTIFY YOUR LINEAGE
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Who is your ancestor?
51 Mayflower Passengers with Proven Descendants

Your
Mayflower
Lineage

Generation 1:
Mayflower Passenger

Line of Direct Descent

Fill in each generation down
to Applicant

Include all
Spouses/Partners

11/4/2024
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COMPLETE A MAYFLOWER LINEAGE MATCH
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What is a Mayflower Lineage Match?

11/4/2024

<+ Compare your lineage to EVERY lineage FT————
approved by GSMD since 1897 L remogee William Bradford s Alice Carpenter
2 son/ouguer William Bradford  speusepamer Alice Richards
<+ Up-to-date & accurate information 3 sovomsgr Alice Bradiord _ sseeur William Adams
4 soypugner Abiel Adams ‘spouse/parner JOSEPH Metcalf
< Complete on GSMD Website for $75 5 sovomgun Elizabeth Metcalf _ssmae/puwmr Jonathan Lee
& sovomgner Elizabeth Lee ‘Soouse/panner ThOMas Allen
¢ Results emailed to you and Member 7. sonomagiae Willam AlleN  sgmpuree Maria Wheelock
Society Historian & tovomsr WlIGM AlEN sy Prudence Coon
9 sonomgneer James Allen ‘sooume/parner LaViNIa Brown
<+ NOT an application 10 sovougrar Adelaide Allen  spoumararer LuciUs Randall
s Sonmapur
2 sovpmgrar S
rp— S
v P
15 sovomprer [

Mayflower Lineage Match Results

<» Generations that were previously approved
= Silver Books
= GSMD Applications The

+» Generations that need documentation MayﬂOWCI‘
«“ Missing generation or incorrect name Soclet

2o Bo General Soviety of Mayflower n scendants.

<+ Other possible Mayflower lineages

<+ Member Society contact information

3

Mayﬂowcr
’Society

CONTACT A MEMBER SOCIETY
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Choose a
Mayflower
Member Society

54 Member Societies
50 States
Washington, D.C.
Canada
Europe
Australia

e

AUSTRALIA
%
£

Contact a Member Society

1. Find contact info. on GSMD website GSMD Member Societies

2. Email Member Society Contact
OR visit Member Society website

3. Fill out Preliminary Application form

4. Share Mayflower Lineage Match results

A The
2 Mayflower

&

“Society

M The
»g'r/ K/layﬂowcr
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Things to Remember

<+ Most Member Society Historians are
volunteers

Application Fees and Membership Dues
vary

% Payment due dates vary

<+ Member Society Historians facilitate, but
DO NOT research

<+ Member Society Historians are liaisons to
GSMD
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PREPARE YOUR APPLICATION & DOCUMENTATION

11/4/2024

Application
Worksheet

Generation 1:
Mayflower Passenger

Line Carrier

Non-Line Carrier

Birth, Marriage, & Death

What do you need to prove?

PROVE THE EVENTS AND RELATIONSHIPS —
WITHIN AND BETWEEN EACH GENERATION

< Line Carrier's connection to parents

“ Line Carrier's connection to Non-Line Carrier fanstin l My

< “Proof of Same” 2
"y —

4 Places & Dates of Vital Events i

neksmn & e
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Application
Worksheet Previously Proven

First 5+ generations proven
in Silver Book(s)

All other generations must

be proven with other
documentation

Needs More

Some documentation is
Proof

with previously approved
applications

Documentation
Needed

11/4/2024

Mayflower Families through Five
Generations “Silver Books”

<« 22 Volumes

<+ First 5+ Generations of Descent

< Ongoing Project

< Mayflower Families in Progress “Pink Books”

<+ John Howland of the Mayflower (4 Volume Series)

I R‘/Liayﬂowcr
“ Society

First 5+ generations cite Silver Books
No additional documentation needed

Si].Ver BOOkS & Applicatiolls Check for additions and corrections

Member Society Historians add Silver Book citations
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Is this generation already documented?

< No need to repeat research that has already been completed!

«+ Previously approved applications can contain helpful documents

<+ Member Society Historian will cite these documents on your application

Previously Approved is NOT the
same as Previously Proven

<+ Previously approved lineages often need
additional documentation

%+ Standards of proof for GSMD membership
have changed

A E
H ok
£ e

< Member Society Historian will advise on which s i
generations need additional documentation g =
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QUESTIONS
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N The
- Mayflower
@L:/ Soc)iety

4 Continued

PREPARE YOUR APPLICATION & DOCUMENTATION

What do you need to document?

WHAT IS ALREADY DOCUMENTED YOU MAY NEED TO PROVIDE

Q First 5+ generations cite Silver Books O Documentation to update previously
approved generations

O Additional generations may cite
documentation with a previously approved 1 Documentation to prove each generation
application not previously approved by GSMD

oY The
“i-71Mayflower
Y Society
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Documentation Requirements

<+ All available vitalrecords
< Letter of no record found

< If a vital record is not available:
= Wills & Probates, Church Records, Military Records, Family Bibles, Censuses,
Gravestone Photos, Land Records; etc.

= Well-cited, published family histories, genealogies, or local histories

oy The
= Mayflower
g / Soc)irqty

11
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Documentation Examples

EXAMPLES OF ACCEPTED SOURCES EXAMPLES OF SOURCES NOT ACCEPTED

« Digitized images of original documents “ Indexes

<+ Photocopies of original documents <+ Find A Grave biographies

< Gravestone photographs < Other lineage society applications

<+ Massachusetts vital record books by <+ Mayflower Births & Deaths books
NEHGS

<+ Family group sheets/pedigree charts

« Connecticut Barbour Collection N . . B
< Unsourced family genealogies/histories

* Scholarly journals

Proof Arguments & DNA Evidence

<* When direct evidence cannot be found to
prove a relationship, a Proof Argument

= =Adenine

may be submitted. &= = Thymine
<+ DNA evidence may be used as part of a S Cyteolna
Proof Argument to help prove one = = Guanine
generational connection.
[ -

backbone

< All Proof Arguments must show that
exhaustive research has been conducted.

A The
Jid Mayflower

)®
o
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SUBMIT YOUR APPLICATION

11/4/2024
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Almost There....
« Proofreading “_

< Final Payment

<+ Submission to GSMD

Verification of Application by GSMD

% Review of lineage & documentation by
Genealogical Verification Team

<« Member Society Historian informed if
additional documentation needed

<%+ Official approval of application by Historian
General

< Member Society Historian informed of
application approval

4 RXayflowcr
+’ Society

M The
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MEMBERSHIP APPROVAL
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GENERAL SOCIETY OF MAYFLOWER DESCENDANTS
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Congratulations on your new membership!

11/4/2024

Now that you
are a member,
you can

File a Supplemental lineage
Volunteer

Attend GSMD & Member
Society events

Tour the Mayflower Society
House

Use the GSMD Research
Center Library for free

& much more!

7 Mdyﬂowu‘
_ﬁ,&/ boc1ety

B The

=1 Mayfl
GSMD Resources @society

Sz

“* Research Services
< Research Center Library
<+ Mayflower Genealogy Webinars

++ Detailed Guide to Silver Books

www.themayflowersociety.org

14
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QUESTIONS?

Schedule a consultation

consultations@nehgs.org

Hire Research Services
American Ancestors - research@nehgs.org
The Mayflower Society - researchservices@themayflowersociety.org

£ 3 American Ancestors

Search Events Join Give 10 Millon Mames. Publications Expert Help Tools Signature Projects Centers & Iniathves

Researching & Verifying Mayflower Ancestry 2024

ana

JOIN THE LIVE BROADCAST

crats

COURSE SCHEDULE

AmericanAncestors.org/researching-verifying-mayflower-ancestry-2024

THANK YOU!

AmericanAncestors.org
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