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What is the Maytlower Society?

¢ Lineage society whose members have
proven direct descent from one or more
Mayflower passengers

+» Over 30,000 Active Members

+* Over 106,000 Members accepted since
1897

¢ Dedicated to research & education about
the Mayflower’s 1620 journey, her
passengers, and their descendants
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History of the Maytlower Society

1894 1896 1897 2020 2024

New York Conn., Mass., Penn. General Society Australia 54 Member Societies
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General Society
of Mayflower
Descendants

(GSMD)

International headquarters
in Plymouth, Mass.

Governed by Executive
Committee & Member
Society Representatives

Membership in both GSMD
& Member Society
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Why should you join?

s Professional verification of research +» Discounts!
o = Plymouth-area attractions

=  GSMD Research Services
% Organized trips to Pilgrim sites = American Ancestors membership

= Mayflower Descendant

» Preservation of family history

» Scholarships
» Mayflower Quarterly Magazine
% GSMD Research Center Library

% Members-only merchandise

» GSMD & Member Society events
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How to Apply

54 Member Societies

Application prepared by
Member Society Historian

Submitted to GSMD for
approval
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How much does it cost to join?

4

L)

*

Fees set by Member Societies

)

L)

% Fees paid to Member Societies

4

L)

>

Due dates vary by Member Society

L)

L)

*

Application Fees: $150 to.$400

)

L)

*

Annual Dues: $35 to $150

L)
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QUESTIONS?
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Membership Application

Process

1
|ldentify Lineage

2

Mayflower Lineage
Match

3

Contact Member
Society

4

Prepare Application
& Documentation

5
Submit Application

6

Membership
Approved!

11



Class 2: Researching & Verifying Mayflower Ancestry

1

IDENTIFY YOUR LINEAGE

12
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Your
Maytlower
Lineage

Generation 1:
Mayflower Passenger

Line of Direct Descent

Fill in each generation down
to Applicant

Include all
Spouses/Partners

Proposed Mayflower Lineage
1.
2.
3

4,

10.
11
12
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.

18.

Passenger
Son/Daughter
Son/Daughter

Son/Daughter

. Son/Daughter
. Son/Daughter
. Son/Daughter
. Son/Daughter

. Son/Daughter

Son/Daughter
Son/Daughter
Son/Daughter
Son/Daughter
Son/Daughter
Son/Daughter
Son/Daughter
Son/Daughter

Son/Daughter

Notes:

Spouse/Partner
Spouse/Partner
Spouse/Partner
Spouse/Partner
Spouse/Partner
Spouse/Partner
Spouse/Partner
Spouse/Partner
Spouse/Partner
Spouse/Partner
Spouse/Partner
Spouse/Partner
Spouse/Partner
Spouse/Partner
Spouse/Partner
Spouse/Partner
Spouse/Partner

Spouse/Partner
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2

COMPLETE A MAYFLOWER LINEAGE MATCH

15
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What is a Maytlower Lineage Match?

s Compare your lineage to EVERY lineage Esonossi Mgl ianage
approved by GSMD since 1897 1 passenger ~ William Bradford  spouse/partner Alice Carpenter
2. son/Daughter William Bradford  spouse/rartner Alice Richards
+* Up-to-date & accurate information 3. son/paughter Alice Bradford  spousespartner William Adams
4. son/Daughter Abi€l Adams spouse/Partner JOSEPh Metcalf
s Complete on GSMD Website for $75 5. sorypaugnter Elizabeth Metcalf  spouss/parner JONathan Lee
6. son/Daughter Elizabeth Lee spouse/Partner 1 NOMas Allen
¢ Results emailed to you and Member 7. soypauger William Allen  spouseyparer Maria Wheelock
Society Historian 8. sonypaughter William Allen spouse/Partner Prudence Coon
9. son/Daughter JAMes Allen spouse/Partner LAVINIA Brown
< NOT an a pp| ication 10. son/Daugnter Adelaide Allen spouse/Partner LUCIUS Randall
11. Son/Daughter Spouse/Partner
12. Son/Daughter Spouse/Partner
13. Son/Daughter Spouse/Partner
14. Son/Daughter Spouse/Partner
15, Sen/Daughter Spouse/Partner

16
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Mayflower Lineage Match Results

+» Generations that were previously approved
= Silver Books

= GSMD Applications

+* Generations that need documentation

*» Missing generation or incorrect name

+» Other possible Mayflower lineages

** Member Society contact information

17
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CONTACT A MEMBER SOCIETY

18
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Choose a
Mayflower
Member Society

54 Member Societies
50 States
Washington, D.C.
Canada
Europe
Australia

Mayflower

== General Society of Mayflower Descendants

INDIAN

OCEAN

okm o 0 ok

02009 Erlom.com All Right Reserved

44444

Kongaros
SOUTHERN OCEANm

By of Y |
B [Fvanee

‘

St of _ Mediteranean

7

~ <
A e
) Mmm,“? | Algeria Tunisi

19



Class 2: Researching & Verifying Mayflower Ancestry

Contact a Member Society

1. Find contact info. on GSMD website GSMD Member Societies

2. Email Member Society Contact

OR visit Member SOCIety website The General Society of Mayflower Descendants is
. . . . . made up of 54 Member Societies representing all -
3_ F||| Out Pre||m|nary App||Cat|on form 50 states, the District of Columbia, Canada, Europe, « Society Website

and Australia. Member Societies are volunteer + Contact Governor Mark Chasahie
organizations that were authorized and granted a « AL Society Facebook

4 . S h are M ayﬂ ower LI nea ge M atC h resu ltS Charter by the General Board of Assistants (GBOA).

+ Gulf Coast Colony Facebook

Each Member Society has its own Constitution and

Bylaws and elects its own officers (Governor, » Alaska
Assistant Governor, Treasurer, Secretary, Historian,
Elder, Counseller, Captain, Surgeon). Additionally, » Arizona

Member Societies set their own dues and fees.
Those applying to become a member of The
Mayflower Society must apply for membership
throniegh a Memher Societyv

» Arkansas

» Australia

20
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Things to Remember

% Most Member Society Historians are
volunteers

+» Application Fees and Membership Dues
vary

» Payment due dates vary

% Member Society Historians facilitate, but
DO NOT research

» Member Society Historians are liaisons to
GSMD

21
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4

PREPARE YOUR APPLICATION & DOCUMENTATION

22
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Society Historian ‘

Name of Applicant

|u=nmmu to sameasGSH  :  Society# ‘uuummmmwmur Verifier ‘

° °
A 1 Catl O n General Society No.. Member Society No..
pp APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP STATEMENT OF LINE OF ELIGIBILITY FOR MEMBERSHIP
To the Society of Mayflower Descendants 1
orksheet : =

2,
| hersby apply for membership in this Society by right of bloodiine descent in the H married
th generation from whoe was a passenger on the MAYFLOWER voyage that 4. married
terminated at Plymouth, New England, December 1620
5.
G e n e rati O n 1 . Name of Applicart Place Date References
. TRaiing Mame b
Street Address d
ayriower Passenger e
m
City, State, Zip i+4)
Emal married [ & 1
Line Carrier —— ;
Erthdate &
" G 6.
Applicant Signature
H H ‘Any information or evidsncs submittad (o bscame a mamber bacomes ths propsrty of the Gensral Saciaty of Mayflower Descendants, b
on-Line Carrier e
d
MEMBER SOCIETY m
B th M & D th Prepared By married [ = 1
irth, Marriage, & Dea :
Historian Name d
7.
Histarian Signature B,
d
Date Approved
m
Date Elected married [ ol 1
b
GSMD d
2 8.
Date Received
b
Date Approved d
m
Historian General —— i . |
b
Cnly [ Passanger (Connaction poini] ]
Supplemenalinezges | d

pplemantsl ineagas [ ]

e V. 2B Now 2023

23
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What do you need to prove?

PROVE THE EVENTS AND RELATIONSHIPS —_—
WITHIN AND BETWEEN EACH GENERATION

+* Line Carrier’s connection to parents
. . . . . iel Smith
% Line Carrier’s connection to Non-Line Carrier Daniel Smit l Mary Snow
% “Proof of Same” f_\
' @

+ Places & Dates of Vital Events

Jack Smith & Jill Jones

24
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‘ ame of Apglicanc: I Society Historiis: ‘

‘ Genemtions 1he 7 wame as GS § 91807, TX Svciely 13,505 | Dt line run cormpleled: A715/2024 Verifier ‘

STATEMENT OF LINE OF ELIGIBILITY FOR MEMBERSHIP

~ 1. JOHN ALDEN

. : 2. JOSEPH ALDEN marred Mary Simmons
A 1 Catl O n 3. _ISSACALDEN married Mohitable Allon
4. MERCY ALDEN married Zaccheus Packard
5. SIMEON PACKARD

WO rkSh e et P rev | ous Iy P roven . Brm;f::- e VTR z‘m’R;feremes

bur 23 Oct 1815 M 16:2:85
d North Bri MA
_< . Dridsowater A G 1761 T 16:2:85
married Mary Porkins Mark Perkins - Derothy Whipple]

First 5+ generations proven o (OB |l

22 Ocl 1820 MF 16:2:85

Fur
in Silver Book(s) —
6. ZENAS PACKARD wiH2,807
North Bridgowater MA | 22 May 1771 NF 16:2:56
Torth Bridgewater MA | 21 Apr 1854 DIC (marmm)

All other generations must e — T (eETmCRT

m R EiisewsieiMa | bt 20er 1793 | Thior b Biidgeunator 551598 (parsh

be proven with other ———

Braintres Ma 25 May 1772 BC
d OCU m e ntatl O n 4 Morl Bridgewaier M | T0c 1853 DIC (§2-46, ne ma)
7. CHARLOTTE PACKARD wiE02,.897
Bridgowator MA 20 1790 “Thayer Mem 18: Tucker Gen 161

Some documentation is e o Needs More
with previously approved '“ TR | Proof
a p p | I Cati 0 n S p,  Draintee MA 5 Apr 1794 {D/R-nmnm)

d North Bridgewater MA [ 19 Apr 1870 1R (76-0-12, nmmm)

8. BENIAMIN ALLEN WILIYWITI}S

Need Birth Record

Documentation : i
N e e d e d m Nood Mamiage Record

married_Lucy Ann Ripley Chipman Riplcy - Rhada Wright|
, Mamsond 15 Nov 1833 Plympton VR 169
§ Need Death Record

25
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Maytlower Families through Five
Generations “Silver Books”

s 22 Volumes
» First 5+ Generations of Descent
*» Ongoing Project

+* Mayflower Families in Progress “Pink Books”

+* John Howland of the Mayflower (4 Volume Series)

Vo2t 5
Chan3
o 5 1
/ 7, - -
oo T STHIOn 73 TAmIPACS {IONO S0 =S
/ o:qr;:q:ﬁ-gm;’“r";'l a2 Apuuiagos suejead o =
/ aouggaad A v A[ENY 7 o

»
Jueyd o) SBekos© AL e
FumIoN A UE BFHOIO% I . emouespe PUBESDY Ry L)
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mchwil - e, L Tttt thria b e bk PR N i S T A G S ST

Silver Books & Applications

The
7Mayflower
¢ Society

e el AVAAA ATV AL Fa9i 887 § Vv

First 5+ generations cite Silver Books

No additional documentation needed

Check for additions and corrections

Member Society Historians add Silver Book citations
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Is this generation already documented?

** No need to repeat research that has already been completed!
¢ Previously approved applications can contain helpful documents

s Member Society Historian will cite these documents on your application

Ee}o'[ 5-719 Pl-:mo-.nTh -’1‘1¢$’5.

| 5' \muﬁh ong
1 14 ! ocu 1
Generol Sociely m;}f
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Previously Approved is NOT the
same as Previously Proven

*» Previously approved lineages often need R R T q
additional documentation : el F Sl i ;

B 3 . Mayflower Index L 4.2713L ; ;

+»+ Standards of proof for GSMD membership e i = o i
have changed g :

< Member Society Historian will advise on which e uliob-hes

DO NOT WRITE UPON THIS MARGIN
NIDUVIW SIHL NOG0 JLIEs LON 00
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QUESTIONS?
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4 Continued

PREPARE YOUR APPLICATION & DOCUMENTATION

31
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What do you need to document?

WHAT IS ALREADY DOCUMENTED YOU MAY NEED TO PROVIDE

O First 5+ generations cite Silver Books O Documentation to update previously

approved generations
O Additional generations may cite PP &

documentation with a previously approved [ Documentation to prove each generation
application not previously approved by GSMD

32
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Documentation Requirements

+* All available vital.records

+* Letter of no record found

% If a vital record is not available:

= Wills & Probates, Church Records, Military Records, Family Bibles, Censuses,

Gravestone Photos, Land Records; etc.

= Well-cited, published family histories, genealogies, or local histories

33
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Documentation Examples

EXAMPLES OF ACCEPTED SOURCES EXAMPLES OF SOURCES NOT ACCEPTED

¢ Digitized images of original documents * Indexes

¢ Photocopies of original documents * Find A Grave biographies

+* Gravestone photographs +» Other lineage society applications

s Massachusetts vital record books by +» Mayflower Births & Deaths books
NEHGS

+* Family group sheets/pedigree charts

+* Connecticut Barbour Collection _ _ _ _
+* Unsourced family genealogies/histories

% Scholarly journals

34
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Proof Arguments & DNA Evidence

+* When direct evidence cannot be found to
prove a relationship, a Proof Argument
may be submitted.

== =Adenine
== = Thymine

+* DNA evidence may be used as part of a = Cyimne

Proof Argument to help prove one
generational connection.

= = Guanine

[]=Phosphate

backbone

+» All Proof Arguments must show that
exhaustive research has been conducted.

35
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SUBMIT YOUR APPLICATION

36
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Almost There....

+* Proofreading

* Final Payment

+* Submission to GSMD

37
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Verification of Application by GSMD

» Review of lineage & documentation by
Genealogical Verification Team

<+ Member Society Historian informed if
additional documentation needed

» Official approval of application by Historian
General

+* Member Society Historian informed of
application approval

38
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MEMBERSHIP APPROVAL

39
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GENERAL SOCIETY OF MAYFLOWER DESCENDANTS

PRIN ye name of GOD Amen !{‘S@\@
We whofe names are underwritten doe by virtue

of thefc prefents solemrlﬂ&i and mutually dedlare that

b First Middle Last
s : having to our satisfaction proven defcent from-2
First Last
MayﬂOWGI‘ whowas a paffenger on y* good fhip MAYFLOWER ,when for ye glorie of
S O Cl et GOD she made her firlt Voyage toAmerica, AnnoDomini, 1620 has been creat
. a member of y¢ General Jociety of Mayflower Defcendants
“==> General Society of Mayflower Descendants [I’l Wl tne{s WhCrCOf‘ we ha\/e hereunlo rubrcrlbed our names at

Plymouth in ye Commonwealth of Maffachusetts ye
day of Month Anno Domini rrix

@M i Surso falon
Governor-General

Hiftorian-General

DATE OF ADMISS ION

General Number ITIIT Month TI~1TI1 State Number 11T

Congratulations on your new membership!

40
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Now that you
are a member,
you can....

File a Supplemental lineage
Volunteer

Attend GSMD & Member
Society events

Tour the Mayflower Society
House

Use the GSMD Research
Center Library for free

& much morel!

~== General Society of Mayflower Descendants.

The Mayflower
Society House

Administration
Building

vinslow Strest
nd Receiving

Research
Center

41
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GSMD Resources

» Research Services

+* Research Center Library
» Mayflower Genealogy Webinars

+» Detailed Guide to Silver Books

www.themayflowersociety.org

42
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QUESTIONS?

Schedule a consultation
consultations@nehgs.org

Hire Research Services
American Ancestors - research@nehgs.org
The Mayflower Society - researchservices@themayflowersociety.org
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g American AnCeStOI'S S Centerfor Fam”y | Bookstore @ About Us 2 Create a Tree

by New ExcrLaND HisTORIC GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY HlStOl’y, He”[ﬂge & Cu“u‘re

SearCh Events ]Oin Give 10 Million Names Publications Expert Help Tools Signature Projects Centers & Initiatives

Researching & Verifying Mayflower Ancestry 2024

Thank you for registering for the online course, Researching & Verifying Mayflower Ancestry!

Four hundred years ago, the Mayflower landed on the shores of Massachusetts with 102 passengers aboard. Today, there is an
estimated 35 million Mayflower descendants worldwide. Join experts from American Ancestors for a five-session online course that
will explore the many resources, record collections, and research strategies for verifying your connection to the Mayflower. We will also
include several case studies demonstrating ways to break down brick walls, including an examination of using DNA to confirm a
hypothesis. Finally, we'll discuss how to take your research further by contributing your finding to ongoing Mayflower scholarship.

This course includes five 90-minute classes and exclusive access to handouts and recordings of each presentation. These recordings
and all course materials will be available for the foreseeable future.

JOIN THE LIVE BROADCAST

Click here to join the live sessions: https://zoom.us/j/99461147188
Tuesdays, October 29, November 5,12, 19, and 26, 6:00 - 7:30 PM ET

If you are unable to attend the live session, you will be able to view a recording on this webpage.

COURSE SCHEDULE

AmericanAncestors.org/researching-verifying-mayflower-ancestry-2024
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THANK YOU!

AmericanAncestors.org





