
FamilySearch Library
Orientation
Salt Lake City, Utah



Welcome to the FamilySearch Library!



The Power of Family History
“Connecting with our ancestors can 
change our lives in surprising ways. 
From their trials and accomplishments, 
we gain faith and strength. From their 
love and sacrifices, we learn to forgive 
and move forward. Our children 
become resilient. We gain protection
and power. Ties with ancestors increase 
family closeness, gratitude, 
miracles.”Elder Gerrit W. Gong



The Power of Connection: Healing
“Family history…work provided the 
power to heal that which needed 
healing.”
“…as we participate in family history… 
we also lay claim to “healing” 
blessings…
“As you...discover, gather, and connect 
your family. …You will find healing for 
that which needs healing.”

Elder Dale G. Renlund



The Power of Family Stories
“Family stories can bless and 
strengthen our children in so many 
other ways. A study from Emory 
University concluded that children 
who know more about their family 
stories have higher levels of self-
esteem, better family functioning, 
lower levels of anxiety, fewer 
behavioral problems and better 
resiliency.” Elder Gary E. Stevenson



About the Library
Did you know?



History of FamilySearch

1894 1998 - Present 1960s - Present1938



FamilySearch Oral Genealogies

2004 – Present

• Angola
• Benin
• Botswana
• Cameroon
• Congo
• Côte d’Ivoire
• DR Congo
• Ghana
• Kenya
• Liberia
• Madagascar

• Malawi
• Mozambique
• Nigeria
• Rep. Congo
• Sierra Leone
• Tanzania
• Togo
• Uganda
• Zambia
• Zimbabwe



FamilySearch Library Resources
• 500,000 rolls of microfilm
• 257,200 microfiche cards
• 324,200 books (21,000 family histories)
• 595,371 digital books
• 213,000 serial publications
• 10,700 maps and 870 atlases
• 3,100 oversized pedigree charts
• Records from over 160 countries in over 

170 languages
• Free access to dozens of subscription 

websites



FamilySearch Facts

Searchable Names in Historical Records 13.16 Billion
Digital Images Published 5.19 Billion
Digital Books Online 622,207
Number of FamilySearch Centers 6,492
Monthly Visits 20.93 Million
Sources in the Family Tree 3.39 Billion
People in the Family Tree 1.64 Billion



Navigating the Library
Where do I go?



FamilySearch Library: Research Floors
3 2

B2 B1
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Discovery ExperiencesM



Discovery Experiences
5 Interactive experiences:

• All About Me
• Famous Relatives
• Where am I from?
• Picture My Heritage
• Compare-a-Face

6 Recording booths:
• Upload to Memories

M



Famous RelativesM



Compare-a-FaceM



Create a Customized CrestM



Take a Green Screen PhotoM  



Print a Fan ChartM  



Oversized Printer
• Print 36 x 24 color copies 

• Guests may print a free 
FamilySearch fan chart

• Protective cardboard tube 
available from Guest 
Services

M  



Main Floor: Vending/Snacks RoomM  



U.S. and Canada Research
• Research stations
• Reference books
• Special Collections
• Memory Lane
• U.S. and Canada 

research specialists

2



U.S. and Canada Research2



Memory Lane
The Family Memories Preservation Center

Reserve a time at
 https://familysearch.org/en/library

2



Special Collections Room2



U.S. and Canada Books
• U.S. and Canada books
• Published family 

histories (aisles 1-4)
• Census indexes
• Reading tables and 

research stations
• Book scanners

3



Book Scanners3



International Research
• Microfilm
• Microfiche
• Maps
• International research 

specialists
• Foreign language and 

translation assistance

B1



International ResearchB1



Map CollectionB1



Microfiche CollectionB1



International Books 
• International books
• Medieval collection
• Reading tables and 

research stations
• Book scanners
• Scanning operations

B2



Medieval Collection B2



Book Scanning OperationsB2



Library Basics
What everyone should know



Patron Desktop



Subscription
Websites
• Free access 

in library
• Newspapers
• Military
• Family trees
• International
• Regional
• Maps
• And more!



Guest Lockers
• Free
• Available on every floor
• Please do not to leave

personal items unattended
• Please do not leave items 

in the lockers overnight
• Instructions on the outside 

of locker doors



Returning Library Materials



Copy Machines
• Free copies 

(limit 25 per day)
• Select “Copy” 

option then swipe 
attached card



Copy Machines
• Free copies 

(limit 25 per day)
• Select “Copy” 

option then 
swipe attached 
card



Print Job Details Screen
• Enter a username 

and job name, but not 
a password

• Print queue lasts 
about 20 minutes

• Do not send more than 
5 print jobs at one time

• Retrieve copies from 
any printer on the floor 



Complimentary Flash Drives
• Available at

• Guest Services
• Reference desks



Free Wi-Fi
• “FamilySearch Wireless”
• Access the Library Patron 

Desktop and Quick Links
• CD-ROM databases not 

included 
• No wireless printing option



Restrooms and Drinking Fountains



Main Floor Lost and Found



Food and Drink Policy
• Food is permitted only 

in the main floor snack 
room. 

• Spill-proof drink 
containers are 
permitted at the 
computer stations



Cell Phone Policy
• Set cell phones to silent or 

vibrate. 
• Quiet cell phone conversations 

are permitted in the library. 
• Please be respectful of those 

around you.
• Library staff is authorized to 

request that guests discontinue 
phone conversations.



Getting Help
Where do I go to get help?



Expert Staff and Volunteers
• Dozens of expert staff 

research specialists
• BYU family history program 

student interns
• Hundreds of volunteers 

who are ready and willing 
to help



Reference Desk
• Reference desks on 

every research floor
• Approach any member 

of our workforce for 
help



Have a question?
• Ask someone 

wearing a gray 
FamilySearch 
Library lanyard 
or green 
FamilySearch 
name badge



Get Help



Get Help



Get Help
• Research 

help
• Guest 

Services help



Get Help
• No waiting in 

line
• Help comes 

to you
• Expertise 

matches your 
question



Get Help



FamilySearch 
Essentials
Things you should know



FamilySearch Library Webpage

www.familysearch.org/en/library



FamilySearch Library Webpage



FamilySearch Library Webpage



FamilySearch.org Catalog



FamilySearch Library Catalog



FamilySearch Historical Images



FamilySearch Historical Records



FamilySearch Digital Library



FamilySearch Wiki

https://www.familysearch.org/wiki



Online Virtual Consultations



FamilySearch Community Pages

https://community.familysearch.org



Beyond the Library
Things you may be interested to know



Places to Eat
• Crown Burgers

• 118 N 300 W
• 10 a.m. to 9 p.m. M-Sat

• City Creek Food Court and 
restaurants
• 50 S Main St
• 10 a.m. to 8 p.m. M-Th
• 10 a.m. to 9 p.m. F-Sat

• Seven Brothers



UTA Trax Free Fare Zone

rideuta.com



Tabernacle at Temple Square

50 N. West Temple – Open Daily, 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.



Tabernacle Organ Recitals
• Monday through Saturday 

at 12:00 noon and 
Sundays at 2:00 PM

• Doors open 10 minutes 
before recitals. 

• Enter at door 11 on the 
east side



Tabernacle Choir Rehearsals
Thursday evenings from 
7:30 to 9:30 p.m. at the 
Tabernacle.

During summer months 
and month of December, 
rehearsals are held in the 
Conference Center.



Music and the Spoken Word

Sunday mornings from 9:30 to 10:00 a.m.



Church History Museum

Monday through Saturday 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.
Tuesday through Thursday 10 a.m. to 8 p.m.



Thank You
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