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Lindsay Fulton, Chief Research Officer

Mayflower Resources and Records
Getting Started

Meet today’s presenter

Lindsay Fulton
Chief Research Officer

OVERVIEW
• Presentation (60 mins.)

• Q&A (30 mins.)

• Where to start
• What resources and records should be used to 

verify your Mayflower lineage
• Case study: a look at linkage analysis

Class 1: Researching and Verifying Mayflower Ancestry

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center



10/28/2024

2

Voice of Voice of
Lindsay Fulton
Chief Research Officer

Iceberg Metaphor

Proven Mayflower 
Ancestor 

Organization

Important Genealogical 
Principles:

1. Work from the known to the 
unknown

2. Write it down!

Class 1: Researching and Verifying Mayflower Ancestry
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Tip
Scholarship refers to a 

Mayflower passenger as 
Generation #1

How to properly research your 
Mayflower line: 

1. Organize 
2. Look for best candidates
3. Find at least one document to 

connect each generation back to the 
Mayflower passenger

4. Start documenting the line

Step
Get Organized 

(or re-organized)

#1

Class 1: Researching and Verifying Mayflower Ancestry
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Five Generation (or more) Chart

Genealogical Software
• Ancestral Quest 

(Windows)

• Brother’s Keeper 
(Windows)

• Family Tree Builder 
(Windows)

• Family Tree Maker 
(Windows and Mac)

• Heredis (Windows and 
Mac)

• iFamily (Mac)

• Legacy Family Tree 
(Windows)

• MacFamilyTree (Mac)

• Reunion (Mac)

• RootsMagic (Windows 
and Mac)

• AncesTREES

Step
Look for the best 

candidate

#2

Class 1: Researching and Verifying Mayflower Ancestry
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Tip
Pay Attention to the 

Geography

Geographic Hot Spots
• Generations 1-5 (1600s to 1740s) :
– Plymouth County, MA
– Barnstable County, MA
– New London, CT
– Rhode Island (Little Compton area)
– Coastal Maine

Class 1: Researching and Verifying Mayflower Ancestry
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Geographic Hot Spots
• Generations 6-10 (1750s-1880s)

-Western Massachusetts

-Midwest States (Ohio, Illinois, Wisconsin, 
Michigan, Indiana)

-New York State (not NYC)

-Vermont and Maine

-Nova Scotia and New Brunswick

Geographic Hot Spots
• Generations 11-15 (1880s-present)
– Less dependent on geography, as these generations 

tend to cast a wider geographic net

Cold Spots for Mayflower
(Generations 1-5) 

• Essex County, Massachusetts

• Quebec and Pacific Canada

• Hartford, New Haven and Fairfield, Connecticut

• Providence, Rhode Island 

• Mid-Atlantic (small contingent in Long Island)

• Southern States

Class 1: Researching and Verifying Mayflower Ancestry
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General Considerations
• Migrants usually followed an east-to-west path

• Tended to move from populated areas to less 
densely settled areas

• Major period of migration was about 1790-1880

• Disconnect in record-linkage because of 
migration, poor record-keeping

• Was your ancestor REALLY from New England?

Example of Ancestral Migration 
Trails from NEHGS Staff

Class 1: Researching and Verifying Mayflower Ancestry
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Step
Find at least one document to 
connect the generations until 

you reach a Mayflower 
passenger

#3

Verified vs. Documented 
Verified:

• You will have verified the 
line when you locate at 
least one document 
(preferably and original 
document) that connects 
each generation back to 
the Mayflower passenger

• Creates the skeleton of 
your Mayflower line

Documented:

• You will have located 
documents for each 
individual in a generation 
(both the blood line and 
the spouse) using original 
documentation for every 
vital event

• Includes creation of a 
qualification outline

Class 1: Researching and Verifying Mayflower Ancestry
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Some records for proof of parents:

• Vital Records

• Church Records

• Census

• Cemetery Records

• Immigration Records

• Naturalization Records

• Land and Property

• Probate

• Military

• Newspapers

• Compiled genealogies

• Finding aids

• Local histories

• Family papers

. . .and more!

Generations 11-16

Class 1: Researching and Verifying Mayflower Ancestry
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Vital Records
• Often provide the names of the individual's  parents 

and/or spouse

• Depending on the state, 
records may be held on 
the state, county, and/or 
town/city level

• Privacy restrictions may
limit access

• Certified vs. genealogical 
or informational copies

Tip
Be sure you order the 

long form!

Civil vital records
birth, marriage, and death

– Modern vital records vary from state to state
• Massachusetts (1841)
• Connecticut (1897)
• Maine (1892)
• New Hampshire (1866)
• Rhode Island (1853)
• Vermont (1857)
• New York (1881)

Class 1: Researching and Verifying Mayflower Ancestry
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Vital Records: Resources
• Genealogist’s Handbook for New England Research, 

6th ed. (NEHGS, 2021)

• Red Book: American State, County, 
and Town Sources, 3rd ed. 
(Ancestry Publishing, 2004)

• The Source: A Guidebook to 
American Genealogy, 3rd ed. 
(Ancestry Publishing, 2006)

• Family Search Wiki

Judson B. Winters
• Born in 1874 in Lake George, Yarmouth, Nova Scotia

• Married about 1915 in Yarmouth, Nova Scotia to 
Alma E. Crosby  

• Died in 1937 in Lake George, Yarmouth, Nova Scotia

Vital Record

Class 1: Researching and Verifying Mayflower Ancestry
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QUESTIONS?

Generations 6-10
These are Tricky!

Class 1: Researching and Verifying Mayflower Ancestry
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Tip
Don’t Reinvent 

the Wheel!

AmericanAncestors.org/browse-database

Class 1: Researching and Verifying Mayflower Ancestry
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Start with NameStart with Name

When & whereWhen & where

Print as PDFPrint as PDF

BrowseBrowse

Class 1: Researching and Verifying Mayflower Ancestry
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What is in an Application?

General & State NumberGeneral & State Number

Which member societyWhich member society

Applicant SignatureApplicant Signature

Lineage

Passenger is 
Gen. 1

Passenger is 
Gen. 1

Applicant is 
last

Applicant is 
last

Source 
References
Source 

References

Class 1: Researching and Verifying Mayflower Ancestry
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Approval Information

Mayflower Families & AncesTREES
• A tree for each Mayflower Passenger

• Contains descendants from all applications where 
the individual was born before 1920

• Links to trees from the database description of the 
GSMD Application Database

• Trees viewable by all members

• Also available in FamilySearch Genealogies

AmericanAncesTREES linksAmericanAncesTREES links

Class 1: Researching and Verifying Mayflower Ancestry
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Name searchName search

Source info on nameSource info on name

Class 1: Researching and Verifying Mayflower Ancestry
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Expand for 
References
Expand for 
References

What if an application 
does not exist?

Some records for proof of parents:
• Vital Records

• Church Records

• Census

• Cemetery Records

• Immigration Records

• Naturalization Records

• Land and Property

• Probate

• Military

• Newspapers

• Compiled genealogies

• Finding aids

• Local histories

• Family papers

. . .and more!

Class 1: Researching and Verifying Mayflower Ancestry
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Again, geography will play a role
• Published vital records

• Church records

• Study projects

• Scholarly journals

• Compiled genealogies and local histories 

New England

Published Vital Records 
• Connecticut

– Barbour collection-Available at AmericanAncestors.org 
– Ricker compilation- Available at NEHGS library 
– Massachusetts Vital Records to 1850- Available at 

AmericanAncestors.org
– Town and City Clerks of Massachusetts, Massachusetts Vital 

and Town Records (known as Holbrook Collection) 
Available at the NEHGS library and Ancestry.com

– Massachusetts Vital Records, 1841-1914; 1915-1925 
Available at AmericanAncestors.org and FamilySearch.org  

Class 1: Researching and Verifying Mayflower Ancestry
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Published Vital Records
• New Hampshire

– New Hampshire Vital Records Early to 1900 Available at NEHGS 
library 

– New Hampshire: Births, Deaths, and Marriages, 1654-1969 
Available at AmericanAncestors.org

– New Hampshire Vital Records, 1901-1915 (births); 1654-1947, 
1938-1959 (deaths); 1637-1947, 1948-1959 (marriages) Available at 
FamilySearch.org

• Maine
– Individual town vital records, published by Picton Press-Available 

at NEHGS library
– Maine Vital Records to 1892 contains information on 80 of the 488 

incorporated municipalities- Available at NEHGS library and 
FamilySearch.org

– Maine Vital Records, 1892-1907; 1908-1922; 1923-1936; 1937-1955 
Available at NEHGS library

Class 1: Researching and Verifying Mayflower Ancestry
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library.nehgs.org

Tip
Use our photocopy 

service!

AmericanAncestors.org

Class 1: Researching and Verifying Mayflower Ancestry
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AmericanAncestors.org/expert-help/get-photocopies

AmericanAncestors.org/expert-help/get-photocopies

Published Vital Records 
• Vermont
– Vermont Vital Records to 2008 Available at 

FamilySearch.org

• Rhode Island
– Arnold Collection- Available at 

AmericanAncestors.org
– Rhode Island Vital Records, 1846-1898, 1901-1903 

(births) 1901-1903 (marriages), 1901-1953 (deaths) 
Available at FamilySearch.org and most collections 
available at NEHGS library

Class 1: Researching and Verifying Mayflower Ancestry
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Published Church Records
• Connecticut Church Records Abstracts (Congregational 

Church- 1630-1920) Available at Ancestry.com or CT 
State Library 

• Massachusetts: Roman Catholic Archdiocese of Boston 
Records, 1789-1920 Available at 
AmericanAncestors.org 

• Arnold Collection (RI), Tan Books (MA), Barbour 
Collection (CT), Picton Press books from Maine all 
culled some information from church records

• Catholic Church Repertoires in Vermont and Maine 
Available at NEHGS Library 

Study Projects 
• Western Families in 1790- Berkshire and Hampden 

Counties- edited by Helen Ullmann (5 vols. to date)

• Maine Families in 1790 (12 vols. to date)

• New Hampshire Families in 1790 (1 vol.)

• Early Vermont Settlers to 1784- Scott Andrew Bartley

• Early New England Families- Alicia Crane Williams

• Great Migration Study Project- New England- Robert 
Charles Anderson (1620-1640)

Scholarly Journals
• New England Historical and Genealogical Register

• The Mayflower Descendant 

• The American Genealogist 

• The National Genealogical Society Quarterly* 

• The Connecticut Nutmegger

• Rhode Island Roots

• The Maine Genealogist 

Class 1: Researching and Verifying Mayflower Ancestry
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New York

Published Vital Records
Fred Q. Bowman’s Series: 

• 7,000 Hudson-Mohawk Valley (NY) Vital Records, 
1808-1850

• 8,000 More Vital Records Of Eastern New York State, 
1804-1850 

• 10,000 Vital Records Of Central New York, 1813-1850 

• 10,000 Vital Records Of Eastern New York, 1777-1834 

• 10,000 Vital Records Of Western New York, 1809-1850

Published Church Records
• Vosburgh Collection- New York State Protestant 

Church records (101 vols. NEHGS microfilm)

• Encyclopedia of American Quaker Genealogy, vols. 
1–7 by William Wade Hinshaw (NEHGS library-
covers Long Island)

• New York: Early Records of the Lutheran Church, 
1697-1771 (AmericanAncestors.org) 

Class 1: Researching and Verifying Mayflower Ancestry
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Study Projects 
• Beekman Patent- Frank Doherty 

(14 vols.- 11 searchable at AmercianAncestors.org)
– Alphabetical genealogies of the early inhabitants of 

Dutchess County’s Beekman Patent including many 
families that migrated into that area from 
Massachusetts and Connecticut 

– End of each surname sketch lists “other and unplaced” 
individuals who appear throughout the state

Scholarly Journals
• New York Genealogical and Biographical Register

• The Mayflower Descendant 

• The American Genealogist 

• The Genealogist

• The National Genealogical Society Quarterly 

• Tree Talks 

Nova Scotia/
New Brunswick

Class 1: Researching and Verifying Mayflower Ancestry
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Published Vital Records
• Town records- Familysearch.org and NEHGS

• Online access to births (1864-1877, 1908-1912, delayed 
registrations 1830-1912); Marriages (1864-1937) and 
marriage bonds (1763-1864); Deaths (1864-1877, 1908-
1962); and City of Halifax deaths (1890-1908) 
novascotiagenealogy.com  

• Online access to births (1800-1918, 1869-1901 (index), 
1898-1918 (index); marriages (1789-1950 (index), 1887-
1919, 1920-1950); 1815-1938, 1815-1919, 1885-1921 
(index), 1920-1964 (index), 1815-1919 (index), 1941-
1947 (index) http://archives.gnb.ca/

Published Church Records
• Many at Provincial Archives in Nova Scotia and 

New Brunswick 

For more complete list see Terrence Punch’s Genealogist’s Handbook for 
Atlantic Canada Research

Study Projects 
• Planters and Pioneers- Esther Clark Wright

• American Loyalist Claims- Peter Wilson Coldham

• New Englanders in Nova Scotia- Fred E. Crowell

• Loyalists of New Brunswick- Esther Clark Wright

Class 1: Researching and Verifying Mayflower Ancestry
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Scholarly Journals
• Generations: the Journal of the New Brunswick 

Genealogical Society

• Nova Scotia Historical Review

• The Nova Scotia Genealogist

• New England Historical and Genealogical Register 

• The American Genealogist 

QUESTIONS?

Back to our 
Case Study

Class 1: Researching and Verifying Mayflower Ancestry
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Marriage Record- 1865

Marriage Record-1865

Class 1: Researching and Verifying Mayflower Ancestry
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Review possible record types
• Published vital records

• Church records

• Study projects

• Scholarly Journals

• Compiled genealogies and local histories 

Study Projects 
• Planters and Pioneers- Esther Clark Wright

• American Loyalist Claims- Peter Wilson Coldham

• New Englanders in Nova Scotia- Fred E. Crowell

• Loyalists of New Brunswick- Esther Clark Wright

Eleanora Shaw and Edward Winters

Class 1: Researching and Verifying Mayflower Ancestry
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Confirms Genealogy, 
but what about Geography?

What about Edward’s parents?

Hilton Family

Class 1: Researching and Verifying Mayflower Ancestry
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Update your information 

Continue with Hilton Family

Update Roadmap

Class 1: Researching and Verifying Mayflower Ancestry
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Thomas Winters Death Record
Yarmouth, Nova Scotia 

Update Roadmap

Class 1: Researching and Verifying Mayflower Ancestry
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Zebina Shaw and Driscilla Earle

Abraham/Abram Earle and 
Clarissa Wyman

Update Roadmap

Class 1: Researching and Verifying Mayflower Ancestry
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James Wyman and Druscilla Doane

Best path so far…

Study Projects 
• Planters and Pioneers- Esther Clark Wright

• American Loyalist Claims- Peter Wilson Coldham

• New Englanders in Nova Scotia- Fred E. Crowell

• Loyalists of New Brunswick- Esther Clark Wright

Class 1: Researching and Verifying Mayflower Ancestry

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center



10/28/2024

35

Planters and Pioneers, 
Esther Clark Wright

Israel Doane

Generations 1-5

Class 1: Researching and Verifying Mayflower Ancestry
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Generations 1-5
• Mayflower Families Through Five Generations

• Mayflower Families in Progress 

AmericanAncestors.org/browse-database

Class 1: Researching and Verifying Mayflower Ancestry
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Mayflower Families-William Brewster

Ruth Freeman-Israel Doan/Doane

Class 1: Researching and Verifying Mayflower Ancestry
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Mayflower Families Through 
Five Generations

Mayflower Families Through 
Five Generations

Class 1: Researching and Verifying Mayflower Ancestry

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center



10/28/2024

39

Step
Start documenting 

your line

#4

How to properly research your 
Mayflower line: 

1. Organize 
2. Look for best candidates
3. Find at least one document to 

connect each generation back to the 
Mayflower passenger

4. Start documenting the line

Class 1: Researching and Verifying Mayflower Ancestry
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QUESTIONS?
Schedule a consultation

consultations@nehgs.org

Hire Research Services
research@nehgs.org

AmericanAncestors.org/researching-verifying-mayflower-ancestry-2024

THANK YOU!
AmericanAncestors.org

Class 1: Researching and Verifying Mayflower Ancestry
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