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OVERVIEW
• Presentation (60 mins.)

• Q&A (30 mins.)

• Source Analysis
• Record Analysis
• Evidence Analysis
• Applying What We’ve Learned
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Who’s Who?

• Too many Johns, Williams, and Marys

Same Name:Same Name:

• Families often stayed together

Same Place:Same Place:

• Siblings marry and have families around the same time 
as each other

Same Time:Same Time:
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Fundamentals
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Fundamental Rules - # 1

– Taken  from Robert Charles Anderson’s Elements 
of Genealogical Analysis
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Rule #1
• Requires you to:
– Question the validity of the record
– Question the accuracy of the record

• Need to understand:
– Who created the record
– Why was it created

• EVIDENCE
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Fundamental Rules - # 2

– Taken  from Robert Charles Anderson’s Elements 
of Genealogical Analysis
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Rule #2
• Requires you to:
– Draw conclusions

• Deals with the process of combining records

• PROOF
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Analytic Tools
• Consists of three tools:
– Source analysis
– Record analysis
– Linkage analysis

• First two deal with examining and evaluating 
evidence

• Third involves genealogical conclusions

Class 1: Expert Strategies for Breaking Down Brick Walls

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 10



Source Analysis
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Source vs. Record
• Source – a collection of records
– Created by a single author (a book of abstracts)
– Created by a single entity (county probate records)

• Record – that item within a source that pertains 
to a single event
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Source vs Record
RecordSource

Household in a censusCensus
Will of Sarah ReedWill book

Baptism of Thomas RobinsonChrist Church, Boston, 
Baptisms

Card of Thoulough Everett 
Ayer, Lowell, Massachusetts

World War I Draft Cards

Card of Thoulough Everett 
Ayer, Somerville, 
Massachusetts

Massachusetts: Grand Lodge 
of Masons Membership 

Cards, 1733-1990
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Source Analysis
• Are you looking at an original or derivative? 

source?

Class 1: Expert Strategies for Breaking Down Brick Walls

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 14



Original Sources
• Digital copies, microfilm, microfiche 

considered original for analysis purposes
• Original – From the time period being researched. 

Includes:
– Duplicate original
– Record (Clerk’s) copy
– Image copy

• BCG Article  - QuickLesson 10
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Derivative Sources
• Derivative – Written by someone who did not 

experience the events or time period. Includes: 
– Transcripts
– Extracts
– Abstracts

• https://familysearch.org/wiki/en/Primary_sources
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Original Probate Frederick County Maryland Probate 
Records
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Derivative Probate
American Ancestors Database
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Derivative Probate
American Ancestors Database
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Original Vital Record Vol 1 Pownal, VT Records, p 238, 
viewed at Family Search
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Derivative Vital Record Vermont Vital Records 1760-1954, Family 
Search
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Derivative Vital Record
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Special Class of Sources
• Authored works
– Compiled genealogies
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Source vs. Record

Source
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Source
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Source Analysis

Questions:

1. Is this an original or a copy? Copy
2. When was the source created? A) 

Register issue was published in 1946; B) 
Mary Kent (Davey) Babcock abstracted 
the records BY July 1946 (the date of 
this issue of the Register)

3. Who created the source? We need to 
find the beginning of these abstracts to 
learn the answer to this question.

4. What formulas were used in creating 
the source? The entries all follow a date; 
surname of baptized individual; given 
name of baptized individual; 
relationship to…; given name of father 
(assumed, based on wording of 
relationship); given name of mother 
(assumed, based on wording of 
relationship); occasional record 
identifier

Questions from Robert Charles 
Anderson’s Elements of Genealogical 
Analysis
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3. Who created the source?
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Who created the source?

1724-1749 Copied from a manuscript ( “made many years 
ago, showed variations and ommissions”) at the church by 
Mrs. Asa F. Clark

1750-1775 Copied from the photostat records at NEHGS by 
Mrs. Babcock’s secretary, Mrs. Morton S. Crehore

1724-1749 period checked & rechecked with photostat copy 
at NEHGS by Mrs. Crehore

Whole compilation inserted for the Register by editors of 
Register

Typeset by printer for actual printing of the copies of the 
Register
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QUESTIONS?
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Record Analysis
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Record Analysis
• Record pertains to a single event within the source

• Need to evaluate the record asking questions just 
as with the source:
– Original
– Derivative
– Authored Work

• Need to use a compilation of records
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Case Study: 
Derivative vs. Original
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Derivative Source
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Derivative Record
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Original Record
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Comparison

Published abstract from Robert-Lionel Séguin, La Civilisation traditionnelle
de l’”habitant” aux 17e et 18e siècles, Fonds Matériel (Montreal: Fides, 1973), p. 
561; translation from Google Translate 

Translation of transcription from original court document.
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Evidence Analysis
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Evidence Explained, 4th edition
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Evidence Explained

Analysis

Act of objective review

Evidence

Relevance of information to question & level of explicitness

Information

Judged by informant’s knowledge

Sources

Documents, registers, publications, abstracts, etc. 
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What is Proof?

“The most reliable proof is a composite of 
information drawn from multiple sources—all 
being quality materials, independently created, 
and accurately representing the original 
circumstances.”

Elizabeth Shown Mills, Evidence Explained, 4th edition
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Tip
Proof is what supports 

our conclusion.
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Process to Conclusion

Hypothesis
• What is the 

focus of our 
research

Theory
• Tentative conclusion 

based on initial 
research

Proof • Conclusion based 
on all the evidence
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Case Study: 
Northup Family
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When Did Elizabeth Northup Die?
EvidenceInformationSource
Death in either 1820 or 
1855

Died 1855; died 1820Ancestry Trees

She is alive in 1840“My wife Elizabeth” given 
bedding and other personal 
items

Will of Samuel Northup, 20 
June 1840

She is alive in 1840She is living in North KingstonU.S. 1840 Census
If she were alive, she would 
have been enumerated. 
Negative evidence for death 
before 1850

She is not enumeratedU.S. 1850 Census

Will not find a gravestone 
record for her death.

Cemeteries in North Kingston 
were family owned. Most plots 
contain unmarked fieldstones 
as the community was heavily 
Baptist and Quaker

Graveyards of North 
Kingstown, Rhode Island
(North Kingstown, RI : A.H. 
McAleer, 1992).
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Correlate and Resolve Conflicts
• Two conflicting dates from Ancestry trees. Both trees 

lack any attached documented.  These dates will be 
discarded.

• She was alive in 1840 per her husband’s will and the 
1840 census.

• She is missing from the 1850 census. This is negative 
evidence. She is not there and would have been if 
alive.

• Conclusion?  Elizabeth died between 1840 and 1850.
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When Was George W Northup Born?
EvidenceInformationSource
Birth year about 
1809 (Indirect)

George W. Northup 
died 7 January 1899 
in his 90th year.

Wickford Standard (Wickford, Rhode 
Island), 13 January 1899, page 3, 
column 6.

Direct for yearGravestone give 
birth year as 1809

Find a Grave, Elm Grove Cemetery 
(North Kingston, Rhode Island), 
memorial for George Washington 
Northup, memorial number 
61202610, created 6 November 2010 
by Billy.

Birth year about 
1809 (Indirect)

Age as 21 in 1830U.S. Army, Register of Enlistments, 
1798-1914, 
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Correlate and Resolve Conflicts
• One piece of evidence directly gives the birth year 

of 1809

• Two pieces of indirect evidence agree that birth 
year was 1809.  This year is consistent with the 
direct evidence

• Conclusion?  Birth year was 1809.
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QUESTIONS?
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Applying What We’ve 
Learned
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Applying What We’ve Learned
• Source Analysis

• Record Analysis

• Derivative vs Original

• Hypothesis, Theory, Proof
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Case Study: 
John Pulling
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Meet John Pulling
• Lived in the North of Boston

• Attended the “Old North Church”

• Children baptized at the “Old North Church”

• Married, as second wife, 1770s, Sarah (Thaxter) 
McBean

• Died in 1787
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John Pulling – Supplied Information

1st Wife –
Annis Lee

2nd Wife –
Sarah Thaxter

Class 1: Expert Strategies for Breaking Down Brick Walls

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 53



John Pulling – Supplied Information
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Hypothesis
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www.Google.com

He married (second) Sarah 
(Thaxter) Pulling, widow 
of John Pulling, of Boston, 
daughter of Major Samuel 
and Abigail (Smith) 
Thaxter, descended from 
Thomas Thaxter of 
Hingham.

DERIVATIVE SOURCE
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John Pulling
EvidenceInformationSource
There is a Sarah 
Thaxter that 
married John 
Pulling and her 
family is of 
Hingham, 
Mass.

Mentions Sarah 
(Thaxter) Pulling, 
widow of John 
Pulling of Boston, 
dau. of Major 
Samuel & Abigail 
(Smith) Thaxter of 
Hingham

William Richard Cutter, New England 
Families, Genealogical and Memorial, 
3rd series, 4 vols. (N.Y.: Lewis 
Historical Publishing Co., 1915), p. 
2081 
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Hingham Vital Records ORIGINAL SOURCE
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John Pulling
EvidenceInformationSource
There is a Sarah 
Thaxter that 
married John 
Pulling and her 
family is of 
Hingham, 
Mass.

Mentions Sarah 
(Thaxter) Pulling, 
widow of John 
Pulling of Boston, 
dau. of Major 
Samuel & Abigail 
(Smith) Thaxter of 
Hingham

William Richard Cutter, New England 
Families, Genealogical and Memorial, 
3rd series, 4 vols. (N.Y.: Lewis 
Historical Publishing Co., 1915), p. 
2081 

John Pulling 
married Sarah 
(Thaxter) 
McBean

Marriage of John 
Pulling to Mrs. 
Sarah McBean, 3 
January 1773

Hingham Vital Records, 
transcriptions, 1832
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Revised Family Group Sheet

1st Wife –
Annis Lee

2nd Wife –
Sarah Thaxter
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Christ Church (Old North 
Church)

Baptisms for John Pulling and Annis:
• Annis, bap. 29 Jan 1769
• John, bap. 22 Jul 1770

Baptisms for a John Pulling and Sarah:
• Sally, bap. 10 Nov 1771
• Sarah, bap. 23 May 1773
• Sarah, bap. 24 Oct 1773
• Martha, bap. 11 Jun 1780
• Richard, bap. 4 Aug 1782

DERIVATIVE SOURCE
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1773 Old North Church Baptisms DERIVATIVE SOURCE
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John Pulling
EvidenceInformationSource
There is a Sarah 
Thaxter that 
married John 
Pulling …

Mentions Sarah 
(Thaxter) Pulling, 
widow of John 
Pulling of Boston…

William Richard Cutter, New England 
Families, Genealogical and Memorial, 
3rd series, …

John Pulling 
married Sarah 
(Thaxter) 
McBean

Marriage of John 
Pulling to Mrs. 
Sarah McBean, 3 
January 1773

Hingham Vital Records, 
transcriptions, 1832

Likely two girls 
with same 
name, 5 months 
apart

1773 – Baptisms of 
Sarah Pulling, d/o 
John and Sarah, on 
May 23 and Oct 25

Christ Church Baptisms, transcribed, 
NEHG Register, vol. 100, p. 236
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Analysis of Baptismal Records
• Sally Pulling, bap. 10 Nov 1771:

– Baptized 3 mos. AFTER Annis (Lee) Pulling died
– Baptized 14 mos. BEFORE John marries Sarah (Thaxter) 

McBean

• Sarah Pulling, bap. 23 May 1773
– Baptized 5 mos. AFTER John marries Sarah (Thaxter) 

McBean

• Sarah Pulling, bap. 24 Oct 1773:
– Baptized @ 9 mos after John m. Sarah (Thaxter) McBean
– Not enough months to have last Sarah, bap. in May and have 

a new baby
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Christ Church (Old North Church)

Baptisms for John Pulling and Annis:
• Annis, bap. 29 Jan 1769
• John, bap. 22 Jul 1770

Baptisms for a John Pulling and Sarah:
• Sally, bap. 10 Nov 1771
• Sarah, bap. 23 May 1773
• Sarah, bap. 24 Oct 1773
• Martha, bap. 11 Jun 1780
• Richard, bap. 4 Aug 1782
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Where to Look for Two Men?
• John Pulling died 1787 – can’t use 1790 census

• Children of likely husband of Sarah Thaxter go 
until 1782

• Tax records?
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1780 Boston Taking Book DERIVATIVE SOURCE
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1780 Boston Taking Book DERIVATIVE RECORD

Ward 10
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1780 Boston Taking Book ORIGINAL RECORD
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1780 Boston Taking Book ORIGINAL RECORD
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Taking Books
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1780 Boston Assessors’ ”Taking Books”

John Pulling, 
Ward 5

John Pulling, 
Ward 10

Class 1: Expert Strategies for Breaking Down Brick Walls

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 72



John Pulling
EvidenceInformationSource
Widow of JohnSarah (Thaxter) 

Pulling …
New England Families…

John Pulling & 
Sarah McBean

Marriag e in1773Hingham Vital Records…

5 months apart1773 – Baptisms of  
2 girls - Sarah

Christ Church Baptisms…

Two men 
named John 
Pulling

Lists a John Pulling 
in Ward 5 and one 
in Ward 10

1780 Boston Taking Book
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AmericanAncestors.org

DERIVATIVE RECORDS
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Suffolk Co., Mass. Probate Index ORIGINAL RECORDS
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John Pulling, Will, 1787, v. 86, pp.84-85 ORIGINAL RECORD
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John Pulling, Will, 1787, v. 86, pp.84-85 ORIGINAL RECORD
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John Pulling & Sarah Thaxter FGS

Christ Church (Old North Church)
Baptisms for a John Pulling and Sarah:
• Sally, bap. 10 Nov 1771
• Sarah, bap. 23 May 1773
• Sarah, bap. 24 Oct 1773
• Martha, bap. 11 Jun 1780
• Richard, bap. 4 Aug 1782
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AmericanAncestors.org
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Search Results
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John Pulling & Sarah Ellingwood

DERIVATIVE RECORD
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Christ Church (Old North Church)

Baptisms for John Pulling and Sarah:
• Sally, bap. 10 Nov 1771
• Sarah, bap. 23 May 1773

Trinity Church, Boston

Baptisms for John Pulling and Sarah 
Ellingwood:
• Agnes, bap. 17 Sep 1780
• Hannah, bap. 14 Apr 1782
• John Henry, bap. 10 Apr 1784
• Richard, bap. 13 Nov 1785

DERIVATIVE RECORDS
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John Pulling & Sarah Ellingwood
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Inventories of both men

Docket No.
18825
John Pulling, 
m. Sarah 
(Thaxter)
McBean

Docket No.
19000
John Pulling, 
m. Sarah 
Ellingwood

ORIGINAL RECORDS
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• Known as Capt. and Jr. 
at some point in life

• Married a woman 
named Sarah (Thaxter) 
McBean – 3 Jan 1773

• Had a dau. Sarah in 
1773

• Known as Capt. and Jr. 
at some point in life

• Married a woman 
named Sarah 
Ellingwood – 3 Jan 1771

• Had a dau. Sarah in 
1773

John Pulling, b. ca. 1742John Pulling, b. 1736/7

Two Men Named John Pulling
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• Lived in the North End 
at some point

• Baptized all his children 
at Christ Church (Old 
North)

• Involved with the 
wharfs

• Died 25 Jan 1787

• Lived in the North End 
at some point

• Baptized two children at 
Christ Church (Old 
North)

• Involved with the 
wharfs

• Died by 28 Sep 1787

John Pulling, b. ca. 1742John Pulling, b. 1736/7

Two Men Named John Pulling
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QUESTIONS?
Hire Research Services

research@nehgs.org

Chat with a Genealogist
AmericanAncestors.org/chat
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Consultations
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https://www.americanancestors.org/expert-strategies-breaking-down-genealogical-brick-
walls-2024
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THANK YOU!
AmericanAncestors.org/Education
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