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Meet today’s presenter

Kyle Hurst
Senior Genealogist of the Newbury Street Press
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OVERVIEW
• Presentation (60 mins.)

• Q&A (30 mins.)

• French Colonial Louisiana
• Spanish Colonial Louisiana
• Record-keeping
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Voice of
Kyle Hurst,
Senior Genealogist of 
the Newbury Street Press

Le Cours de Missisipi, ou de St. Louis. Nicholas 
de Fer, 1718, at Newberry.org.

Class 2: Louisiana Family History Research

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 4



How we got here

From: Louisiana Department of Education
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From: Louisiana Department of Education

Where we are going
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French 
Colonial Louisiana

Class 2: Louisiana Family History Research

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 7



Who is in charge?
How/what?NationYear
Claim and contract for colonizationFrance1682

French Crown ColonyFrance1699

Royal Charter (Antoine Crozat)France1712

Royal Charter (John Law, Company of the Indies)France1717

French Crown ColonyFrance1731

Treaty of Fountainbleau
(west of Mississippi River)

Spain1762

Treaty of Paris
(east of Mississippi River)

England1763
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French governing
• French Ministry of Marine and Colonies
– Ordonnance de la Marine 1691
– Council of Marine 1716

• Company of the Indies/West 
– Council of Administration/Administrative Council
– 1718-1723/1731

• Superior Council
– Planter class
– 1712-1717, 1723/1731-1760s
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French-speaking colonists

• French
• French-Canadians

Who?

• 1712-1731, but mostly 1717-1721
• 1717-1720 transportations of convicts and destitute

When?

• Along the Mississippi River
• Natchitoches, New Orleans, Baton Rouge

Where settled?
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Passenger lists
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Passenger lists originals
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Passenger lists originals

Class 2: Louisiana Family History Research

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 13



Military lists
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Black residents

• Africans
Senegambia
Bight of Benin

• Free people of color (gens de couleur libres)

Who?

• 1719-1731 – about 6,000 Africans imported into Louisiana
• 1722 – first free Black in Louisiana
• 1724 – Code Noir enacted
• 1763-1803 – 3x more enslaved, 16x more free people of color

When?

• via New Orleans
• Rural areas

Where settled?
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Gwendoyln Midlo Hall, Africans in Colonial Louisiana 
(1992).
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• Sold

• Re-enslaved

• Manumission

• Runaways / Maroons

• Self-purchase / 
coartación

OutIn

Enslavement
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Civil records
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ibiblio.org/laslave/
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Civil records
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German-speaking colonists

• Germans
• Swiss
• Alsatians

Who?

• 1719-1724
• 1754

When?

• German Coast = St. Charles Parish
• Second German Coast = St. John the Baptist Parish

Where settled?
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Study project
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Census records
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D’Arensbourg records
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Tip
Creole = 

born in Louisiana
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French and Indian War/
Seven Years’ War

• Began 1754/1756 (respectively)

• France received help from Spain
– 1762 secret Treaty of Fountainebleau
– Louisiana west & New Orleans to Spain

• France lost to Great Britain
– 1763 Treaty of Paris
– Louisiana east to Great Britain

• Louisiana divided
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QUESTIONS?
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Spanish 
Colonial Louisiana
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Map from 1763 Carte de la Louisiane et des pays voisins, map, 
1763, at LOC.gov.
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Who is in charge?
Where?How/what?NationYear
WestTreaty of FountainbleauSpain1762

EastTreaty of ParisEngland1763

EastSeized West FloridaSpain1781

Peace of Paris/Treaty of Versailles1783

EastTreaty of LorenzoUS.A.1795

WestThird Treaty of San IldesfonsoFrance1800

WestLouisiana PurchaseU.S.A.1803
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Jon Platek, North America 1762-83, map, 
2008, at Wikimedia Commons
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Spanish policies
• Bourbon Reforms
– More efficient 

administration
– Modernize economy

• O’Reilly Code
– Spanish law
– French legal procedures
– Decentralized courts
– No Superior Council

• Subsidies
– Tobacco and sugar box 

monopolies
– Smuggling

• Slavery
– Expanded import/trade
– Liberal in manumissions
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Acadian refugees

• Acadians from:
 Nova Scotia
 American colonies
 France

Who?

• 1755-1764 expulsion from Acadia
• 1764-1785 height of arrivals into Louisiana

When?

• Acadian Coast = St. James Parish
• (Second) Acadian Coast = Ascension Parish

Where settled?
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Maps, Canadian-American Center, 
at umaine.edu
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Acadian settlements
• Acadian Coast

• Second Acadian Coast

• Acadiana/Cajun 
Country

From: Louisiana Department of Education

Acadian-Cajun Genealogy & History, 
at freepages.rootsweb.com

Wikimedia Commons
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Tip
Cajuns = descendants 

of Acadians
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Acadian genealogies
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AcadianMemorial.org
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AcadianMemorial.org
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1785 – passengers of 7 ships

Jehn, Acadian Descendants, vol. 1 (1972).

Acadian-Cajun 
Genealogy & History, at 
freepages.rootsweb.com
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Irish immigrants

• Catholics

Who?

• 1769-1800 initial wave

When?

• New Orleans

Where settled?
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Catholic records
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Spaniard colonists

• Andalusians, especially Malagueños
• Canary Islanders/Isleños

Who?

• 1778-1783

When?

• New Iberia
• St. Bernard Parish

Where settled?
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Passenger lists
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Spanish military records
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Haitian refugees

• Slave owners with enslaved peoples
• Free Blacks

Who?

• 1791-1810

When?

• New Orleans
• via Cuba

Where settled?
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Sociological anthology
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American settlers

• Anglo-Americans

Who?

• 1790s large numbers begin arriving

When?

• Eastern bank of Mississippi River to start
• New Orleans and surroundings

Where settled?
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Land claims
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Louisiana in 1803

Map by National Geographic Society
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QUESTIONS?
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Record-keeping
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• French & Spanish
– Language
– Systems 

• Catholic church records

• Local notary

• Divided post-1763

• Sent abroad

• English

• Civil vital records

• County courthouse

• Cohesive

• Kept internally

Instead of:Louisiana:

Unique record-keeping
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Ecclesiastical: Catholic
• Official religion was Catholic

• All parishes under same diocese in 18th Century
– Diocese of Quebec 1688
– Diocese of Santiago de Cuba 1731/1781
– Diocese of St. Christopher 1787
– Diocese of Louisiana and the Floridas 1793
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https://archives.nd.edu/mano/
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Catholic diocese
-Part 1-

• Archdiocese of New Orleans
– New Orleans, St. Louis 

Cathedral 1718
– St. John the Baptist 1772

• Diocese of Baton Rouge
– Pointe Coupee, St. Francis 1727
– St. James 1770
– Donaldsonville, Ascension of 

Our Lord 1772
– Iberville, St. Gabriel 1773
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Baton Rouge: 
Pointe Coupee
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Baton Rouge: Donaldsonville
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https://nolacatholic.org/publications
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New Orleans 
indexes
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https://nolacatholic.org/church-records
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Sacramental records
“St. Louis Cathedral: Baptisms, 1777-1783 
(persons of color),” pp. 36-37, Archdiocese of 
New Orleans , at nolacatholic.org.
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Catholic diocese 
-Part 2-

• Diocese of Alexandria
– Natchitoches 1734 

• Diocese of Lafayette
– St. Martinville 1756
– St. Landry 1776
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Alexandria: Natchitoches
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Natchitoches digitized
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Lafayette: St. Landry
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St. Landry, 
Opelousas
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Civil: Notarial records
• Civil system used by both French & Spanish

• Local notaries made and kept records

• Common types of notarial acts:
– Marriage contracts
– Sales & mortgages
– Probate/successions
– Manumissions
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• Natchitoches

• New Orleans

• St. Charles Parish

• Pointe Coupee

• Avoyelles

• Opelousas

• Parish courthouse

• Notarial Archives

• State Archives

• Parish courthouse

• State Archives

• State Archives

Records held at:Locality:

Community-based 
notarial records
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orleanscivilclerk.com/research.htm
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New Orleans notarial records
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Natchitoches marriage contracts
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Land records
• Notarial records

• French Superior Council or Spanish cabildo

• U.S. claims 
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https://www.hnoc.org/database/land-survey/
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Land claims
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Provincial records
• Louisiana State Museum Historical Center

– French Superior Council
– Spanish Judiciary

• Historic New Orleans Collection (HNOC)
– John Law Collection, 1715-1726
– Spanish Louisiana Land Grants Virtual Archives

• University of Louisiana at Lafayette
– Colonial Louisiana Records Collection

• State Archives
– Louisiana Land Survey Records, 1749-1827
– WPA transcriptions
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https://lacolonialdocs.org/
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Search
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Spanish Judiciary
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Tip
Look for published 

census records
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Published census collections
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Key international repositories
• Archives nationales

d’outre-mer in Aix-en-
Provence, France

• Archivo General de 
Indias in Seville, Spain
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Published catalogs
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Digital catalogs
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Digital calendars
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Voice of 

Carte générale du territoire d'Orléans
etc., map, 1806, at LOC.gov.
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QUESTIONS?
Schedule a consultation

consultations@nehgs.org

Hire Research Services
research@nehgs.org
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Consultations
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THANK YOU!
AmericanAncestors.org/Education
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