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History

Third Treaty of San lidefonso

* Broke from wars, Spain and France made a trade in
1800 through the Third Treaty of San Ildefonso.

* Spain gave Louisiana to France in return for the
Italian duchy of Parma.

* Napoleon envisioned using Louisiana as the
"breadbasket” for French Caribbean islands, but
France lost control over Haiti whose revolution began
in 1791.

¢ The United States was worried about access to the
Mississippi River.

Treaty of Aranjuez

» The 1801 Treaty of Aranjuez clarified that this was
a restoration not retrocession on the premise that
France never officially gave any part of Florida to
Spain
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Louisiana Purchase

* In 1803, Jefferson sent Robert Livingston and
James Monroe to France to purchase New Orleans
and West Florida for $10 million

¢ In desperate need of funds, France sold the vast
Louisiana territory (828,000 square miles) to the
United States in 1803 for $15 million

Louisianain 1803
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Disputed with Spain

ey \
Map by National Geographic Society.

The Parish System

* In 1804, the Legislative Council divided Louisiana
territory into 12 counties
o Orleans, German Coast, Acadia, LaFourche,
Iberville, Pointe Coupee, Concordia, Atakapas,
Opelousas, Rapides, Natchitoches and Ouachita

* In 1807 the territorial legislature adopted the
parish system and created 19 parishes (local
government districts)

* By 1816, the term "parish" started appearing on
U.S. maps
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1810 Revolution

* On 23 September 1810,
American rebels under the
command of Philemon
Thomas attacked Fort San
Carlos in Baton Rouge

* After gaining control of the
fort, the flag of the new
Republic of West Florida
was raised. This was a
declaration of independence
from Spain.

10

Florida Parishes

In 1810, the United States annexed the Florida parishes east of the
Mississippi River from Spain, which were previously part of the
Republic of West Florida

 The parishes were the following:
o East Baton Rouge
o East Feliciana
o Livingston
o St. Helena
o St. Tammany
o Tangipahoa
o Washington
o West Feliciana

11

Statehood

* On 30 April 1812, Louisiana was admitted to the
Union as the 18th state

¢ Louisiana was admitted as a "slave state"

* The state consisted of the Territory of Orleans, as
well as the Florida parishes

12
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Battle of New Orleans

Fought on 8 January 1815

Part of the five-month Gulf
Campaign where Britain
tried to take New Orleans,
West Florida, and Louisiana
Territory

Took place 15 days after the
signing of the Treaty of
Ghent, which formally
ended War of 1812

Victory for the United States

8/20/2024
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The GU272

* Debts were mounting from the
construction and maintenance of
Georgetown College.

* The most valuable assets held by the
college were their enslaved persons.

*  On June 19, 1838, the Jesuits signed
a contract with Louisiana sugar
plantation owners Jesse Batey and
Henry Johnson. This contract
included the names of 272 enslaved
persons.

* The sale raised $115,000, equivalent
to about $3.3 million today.

14

Slavery Legislation Changes

¢ In 1857, Louisiana banned individual manumissions
by enslavers. This required court or legislative
intervention.

* Officially abolished in the portion of the state under
Union Control in 1864 by the state constitution

15
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The Occupation of New Orleans

* In 1862, the city of New Orleans was captured by
Union forces during the American Civil War

* This was a turning point in the war due to the
control of access to the Mississippi River and the
Gulf of Mexico

16

Reconstruction

* Reconstruction Acts of 1867
o Black men were registered to vote
o New constitutional conventions

* State Constitution of 1868
o First to contain a bill of rights
o Enfranchised freed men
o Disfranchised ex-rebels
o Integrated public schools
o Property rights of married women
o Gave pension to veterans of War of 1812

17

Types of Records

ersons

18
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Vital Records

Early Parish Records

* Statewide registration of birth and deaths did not start
until 1911

* Orleans parish started recording births in 1790 and
deaths in 1804

* Some parishes started recording vital records in the
late 1800's. They are filed with the parish clerk of the
court.

o Exception: Orleans Parish vital records are filed with
the Office of Public Health

* Microfilmed copies can be found in FamilySearch
under the Parish>Vital Records category

20

FamilySearch Databases
* Births and Christenings (1811-1830; 1854-1934)

* Marriage Records Index and Contracts (1718-
1900)

* Parish Marriages (1837-1957)
* Deaths (1850-1875; 1894-1960)

¢ Coroner Records
o Orleans Parish (1844-1916)
o St. Tammany Parish (1825-1945)

21
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Divorce Records

* Granted by the Louisiana Legislature 1805-1846
o The records are found in printed copies of the
Legislative Calendar and Official Journal.
o These are available at university and public libraries in
Louisiana.

* Starting in 1827, district courts in Louisiana parishes
and the parish court of Orleans parish were given
jurisdiction to oversee divorce cases.

o Records are filed with the clerk of the court of each
parish.
o FamilySearch has Orleans Parish divorce records 1813-

22

Adoption Records

* Pre-1900's adoptions, contact the clerk of the
Circuit Court in the parish where the adoption
took place

* Post 1900's, adoption records are sealed and
confidential. A court order is required to unseal.

 In 2022, HB450 was passed allowing any
Louisiana-born person over age 24 the right to
obtain their original birth certificate

23

Church Records
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Denominations

Before statehood, Catholicism was dominant in
Louisiana

* From 1812-1900, the largest denominations were
Roman Catholic, Baptist, Methodist, Presbyterian,
and Lutheran

25

Ancestry Databases

¢ U.S., French Catholic Church Records (Drouin
Collection, 1695-1954)

* US.,, Presbyterian Church Records, 1701-1970

» U.S., Evangelical Lutheran Church in America
Church Records, 1781-1969

* U.S.,, Southern Baptist Church Records, 1750-1899

26

FamilySearch Databases

* Louisiana Church Records 1836-1938
o Includes the following:
 Mt. Olivet Protestant Episcopal Church (Algiers)
* First Congregation Church (New Orleans)
* Lafayette Presbyterian Church (New Orleans)

* Eros Branch, Reorganized Church of Jesus Christ of
Latter Day Saints. Church 1890-1919

27
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Archives of the Louisiana Conference of
the United Methodist Church

centenary.edu
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Census Records
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Census Records

* No state or territorial censuses available for
Louisiana

¢ 1810 Federal Census

» First census Louisiana was included in after the
Louisiana Purchase of 1803

» While not a state, it was United States territory

* 1860 Federal Census

> Bienville parish is missing

31
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1810 Federal Census, New Orleans, FamilySearch
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FamilySearch
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Special Federal Schedules

* Agricultural Schedules - 1860, 1860, 1870, 1880

* Dependent, Delinquent, & Defective Classes Schedules - 1880

* Mortality Schedules - 1850, 1860, 1870, 1880

* Slave Schedules - 1850, 1860

¢ Social Statistics Schedules — 1850, 1860, 1870
* Union Veterans Schedule - 1890

Most schedules are digitized and online on Ancestry.com and
FamilySearch. If not online, they are held at the National
Archives in Washington, D.C.

35

QUESTIONS?
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Census Substitutes

Lists of Louisiana Sugar Planters
(1881-1882)

* September 1881 — May 1882

¢ Contents include:

» Names of sugar planters
» Name of plantation

» Post office address

» Date the form was sent

» Date the form was returned (usually blank)
» Remarks

* Available in the National Archives catalogue

38

el
Lists of Louisiana Sugar Planters, September 1881-May

Output], 1881-1882

1877-ca. 1885 (Most Recent)

31-M.

+/  Fully Available Online
This

Series i< fully available online

catalog.archives.gov

39
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d
1881-1882 List of Louisiana Sugar Planters, Vol. g
1, National Archives l

40
Tax Records
¢ Civil War Tax (1865)
¢ Internal Revenue Assessment Lists (1863-1866)
* Register of Direct Tax Payers (1892-1900)
41
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FamilySearch.org
42
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43
Voter Registration Records
* Recorded at the parish level
* Orleans and St. Tammany Parish voter registration
records (1867-1905) are online on FamilySearch
44
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Louisiana, Orleans and St.
Tammany Parish, Voter
Registration Records, 1867-
1905

Voter registration records for the parishes of Orleans and St Tammany.
Micro-reproduction of the 5t. Tammany parish originals is housed at the
St Tammany Courthouse in Covington, Louisiana. The microfiim of the
Orleans Parish original reconds is housed at the New Orleans Public
Library.
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Newspapers
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Newspapers

* 1803 - Two newspapers started publishing
o Union: New Orleans Advertiser and Price
Current
o “Le Telegraphe, et le Commercial Advertiser

3

* By the 1820s newspapers appeared in English,
French, and Spanish

* Many newspapers went out of business between
1861-1865

49

Louisiana Newspapers
Y ey

https://louisianadigitallibrary.org/louisiananewspapers

Ascension Parish Newspapers

LT ——

https://louisianadigitallibrary.org/louisiananewspapers

51
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DL/ Lovksiana Newspapes f Ascesion Povish Newspapers

https://louisianadigitallibrary.org/louisiananewspapers

Land Records

Notarial Records

o Marriage contracts, probate records, deeds,
mortgages, acts of sale, emancipations,
procurations, contracts, and partitions of property
records

* From 1769-1803, records are in Spanish

* From 1803-1830, most records in French and
occasionally English

* Arranged by date under name of notary within
the Parish

54
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FamilySearch.org
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Deeds

* Many are digitized and on FamilySearch under
Parish>Land Records category

* Recorded in conveyance books at the parish level

56

Federal Land

* Land was set aside in the states of Michigan,
Illinois and Louisiana for War of 1812 veterans

* Land could also be purchased through
government land offices based on various
legislation

o Examples:
= 1820 Land Act
= 1862 Homestead Act

57

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center

19



Class 3: Louisiana Family History Research: Four Centuries of History and Genealogy 8/20/2024

ancestry H DNA CEED
o Toxa
Louisiana, U.S., Homestead and Cash Entry
Patents, Pre-1908

P veooms ey Related data collections

Frst & Midie Namess) LastName a g
o New  vew Locaton

weve 5

Kapoed

Lanaorics

Document Humber

o eres

58

ancestry Home Tices Search Memories DNA

Sam Black

in the Louisiana, U.S., Homestead and Cash Entry Patents, Pre-1908

Detall  Source
r -
1572
o
# Addaru :
)
i Mo
¥
" v Mo
351t 508
o
[
A Apeit 24,1820

glorecords.blm.gov/search

60

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 20



Class 3: Louisiana Family History Research: Four Centuries of History and Genealogy 8/20/2024

U.5. DEPARTMENT OF THEINTERIOR |1 110 e
BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMEN

&  SearchDocuments  Refaronce Conter  Support  Pathfindar

glorecords.blm.gov/search

61

BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT,

W  SearchDocuments  Reference Center  Support Pathfinder

o Buce 071y i

L Deseriptions
Map  state

glorecords.blm.gov/search

62

Probate Records
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Probate Records Overview

* Probate records pre-1845 were kept in probate
courts

* Since 1845, probate records were kept by the clerk
of the district court in each parish

* Probate records may be filed with the notarial
records, where deeds and mortgages were
recorded.

64
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Louisiana, Orleans Parish Will Books, 1805-1920

The Will Books for Orfeans Parish courts include copies of ail wills filed in Orieans Parish, 1805.
1920, se 39

. Each volume is u d at the front
of each book. in several courts Court of Probates (1805-
1846), Second District Court (1846-1880) and Civil District Court (1880-1920). Volume 31, No. 11 is
missing.
@ Ho

FamilySearch.org
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Louisiana, Orleans Parish
Estate Files, 1804-1846

Name index and images of probate estate files. Each estate file consists.
of multiple images.The event date is the probate date

@ vow

FamilySearch.org
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Court Records

Types of Courts

« Ended in 1803
« Spanish government who oversaw court and land issues

+ Jurisdiction over probate, divorce, equity; criminal and

m
u e

« Criminal and minor civil cases

+ Appeals court

« Originally created in 1804 as the Superior Court

68

United States, Louisiana - Court records ( 40 )
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If no index exists within the

case papers, check for a
separate index or docket book
in the FamilySearch catalog.

United States, Louisiana - Court records - Indexes ( 3 )

‘ 1st Judicial District Court records, 1822-1846 Add

Author:  Louisiana. Judicial District Court (First District)

Index to defendant and plaintiff dockets, 1846-1880 Add
Author:  Louisiana. District Court (Fifth District)

Name card index to records of the French Superior Council and judicial racords of the Add
Spanish Cabildo
Author:  Louisiana (Province). Consell Superieur. Records of the French

Superior Court, 1679-1803; Leuisiana (Province). Cabilde, Judicial

records, 1769-1804

FamilySearch.org
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1st Judicial District Court records, 1822-1846
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Mary and John Bohn vs. R.D. Blossman, 1st
Judicial District Court, FamilySearch
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Military Records

War of 1812

¢ Index to Compiled Service Records on
FamilySearch and Fold3.com

* Compiled Service Records can be ordered from
the National Archives in Washington, D.C.

* Pension Files 88% digitized on Fold3.com

o Undigitized pension files can be ordered from the
National Archives in Washington, D.C.

86
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Index to compiled service records of volunteer soldiers who served
during the War of 1812 in organizations from the state of Louisiana
1812-1815

FamilySearch.org
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War of 1812 Service Record,
FamilySearch

89

Seachd Biowse  Featured =

The War of 1812 pension files resulted from a man's service during the war, 1812-1815. They
were granted to the veteran, his widow, o his heirs.

samete

e -
ot
Y
Lo ~

Fold3.com

90

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 30



Class 3: Louisiana Family History Research: Four Centuries of History and Genealogy

Civil War

* Union Service records and pension files can be
ordered from the National Archives in
Washington, D.C.

* Some early widow's pensions (Union) available on
Fold3.com

* Confederate service records and pensions
available on FamilySearch

8/20/2024
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Louisiana Civil War Service
Records of Confederate
Soldiers, 1861-1865

Confederate service records of soldiers who served in organizations
from Louisiana. The records include a jacket-envelope for each soldier. Qi
1abeled with his name, his rank, and the unit in which he served. The

k pe typi d abstracts of entries relating to
the soldier as found in eriginal muster rolls, returns, rosters, payrolls,
appaintment backs, hospital registers, Unian prison registers and rolls
parole rols, inspection reports; and the originals of any papers relating
solely to the particular soldier. For each milltary unit the service records
are arranged alphabetically by the soldier's surname. The Military Unit
field may also display the surname range (A-G) as found on the
microfilm. This collection is a part of RG 109, War Department Collection
of Confederate Records and Is National Archive Mierofilm Publication
M320. Index courtesy of Fold3.

FamilySear

92

L

Bacods fmeges FamiyTee Gecawoge Catwog Bosis

Louisiana Confederate
Pensions, 1898-1950

Images of applications for pensions filed by Confederate veterans and
widows living in the state of Louisiana
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Widow's Application for Confederate Pension
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Southern Claims Commission Files

* Allowed claims by Southerners to file for reimbursement if they
met the following criteria:

o Proof of loss of property
o Supported the Union during the Civil War
o Did not provide any assistance to the Confederates

o Resident of the following states: Alabama, Arkansas, Florida,
Georgia, Louisiana, Mississippi, North Carolina, South
Carolina, Tennessee, Texas, Virginia, West Virginia

* Records are held at the National Archives in Washington, D.C.
o Some files are digitized in the catalog

97
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U.S., Southern Claims Commission Master Index,
1871-1880
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1873

Goddard, Lucius Buts GA 10619 279 3 D
Goddard, TandyM. Washingon AR 4158 — 3 183 A
Goddard, Wesley Washington AR 6319 _— 6 1876 A
Goddard, William DeKalb GA 7569 488 9 189 D
Goddin, Adolphus JamesCity VA 18488 1538 9 189 D
‘Godfrey, Freeman Cherokee? AL 7218 — 3 1873 A
Godfrey, Mary E. Lafayette MS 8767 54 3 183 D
Godirey, Thomas Grainger ™ %77 7154 4 184 D
SeealsoGallagher, Michacl
Godfrey, ThomasM. Yadkin NC 16T — 3 1813 A
Godirey, WilliamH. Fauquier VA 04 — — = 5
Godsey, Thomas H. Hamilton TN 4980 58 5 1835 D
Codwin DaidD Oachit 1A 17214 126 b 1875 D
|Godmn.Duvidk Ouachita LA 8134 — 5 1815 A |
115096
Godwin, DavidR. Ouschita A lsme — 6 1836 A
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Settled Case Files for Claims Approved by the Southern
Claims Commission, 1871—1880

Creator: Department of the Treasury. Office of the First Comptroller. 3/3/1817-7/31/1834 (Most Recent)

NAID:

2 Seareh within this Series

ine.
digital objects) from this Series are currently online and

catalog.archives.gov

100

Settled Case Files for Claims Approved by the Southern
Claims Commission

Includes: [ 5,099 File Units 1nem

Gestwin, David 8734 0 :

WARA 1D (Lowest Fist)

|
=== | Approved Claim Files from Fauguier County, Virginia: Brown, Ham, Claim No.
41106

= Level of Descrption

Approved Claim Files from Saint Mary Parish County, Louisiana: Gedwin, David
R, Claim No. #734

File Format of Archival
+tsterats

catalog.archives.gov
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Approved Claim Files from Saint Mary Parish County,
Louisiana: Godwin, David R, Claim No. 8734

NAID: 120875 ) Tetus Record:

catalog.archives.gov

102

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 34



Class 3: Louisiana Family History Research: Four Centuries of History and Genealogy 8/20/2024

Naturalization

Records

103
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Louisiana Naturalization
Records, 1812-1932

This collection includes naturalization records such as Petitions for
Naturalization, Declarations of Intention. and Gaths of Allegiance filed
inthe and Circuit Courts of L 181210

19: ges are housed at the Natio hives and Records Q
Administration Southwest Regional Facilit in Fort Worth, Texas. This
collection Is associated with NARA Record Group 21

@ HOW T USE THIS COLLECTION

Family Tres Search Memeries Get Invelved A

Records  Imeges FamiyTree Geneslogles Catal Book

w, John - Fantanille, George

AN
e 1903 —
Bavars, Io5 3
e e Joy shows oa B/0

B47- Fory nov stown on F/0 | 2/0- Sept. 16, 1068

i

G. Withers

L

FamilySearch.org
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Louisiana, Eastern District
Naturalization Petitions, 1838-
1861

Naturalization petitions filed in the U.S. District Court for the Eastern
District of Louisians, which was located in New Orleans. The set
includes papers filed in naturalization proceedings including petitions
for naturalization and oaths of the petitioner and two witnesses.
Occasionally declarations of intention filed in other courts are included.
The information given far each petition includes the name and
residence of the petitioner, country of birth, city and date of arrival and
the names of two witnesses. NARA publication P2233: US District Court
at New Orleans, Naturalization Petitions, 1838-1861. Index provided by
Fold3.

@ HOW TO USE THIS COLLECTION

Theodore Meyer

a, Eastern District Naturalization Petitions,

Theodors Meyar
ATTACH TO TREE

Other People on This Record

Document Information -

Collection Information

Fold3.com
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Naturalization Petition, 1845, Theodore Meyer,
Fold3.com
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Records of Enslaved

Persons

110

Afro-Louisiana History and Genealogy

ibiblio.org/laslave
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Areo-Lousima Histoey ano GenraLocy
oy
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Farty Americas 1504 - 1819)
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Louisiana, New Orleans, Slave
Manifests of Coastwise Vessels,
1807-1860

This coll "

fests fled with the cust ilector at the
port of New Orleans, Louisiana of slaves transported in coastwise trade
10 or from New Orleans during the period 1807-1860. Each manifest
includes the name of the vessel, its ports of departure and arival, dates
of certification by the collector of customs (or Surveyer). the Captain or
master’s name, and a description of each slave on the vessel, indluding
name, age, sex, height, name of owner or shipper, and race/color.

@ HOW TO USE THIS COLLECTIO

/o/,r .r.%/"‘ (77 ; P
2 .
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et 77 L” Fors i, AeAsecers’ AL
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Czcidecc

Slave Manifests of Coastwise Vessels Filed at New

Orleans, Louisiana, 1807-1860, 1848, FamilySearch
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Slave Manifests of Coastwise Ves: d at New Orleans,
Loui 180: 1848, F: h
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The GUz272 Legacy

I 1838, Marytand's Josuit piests 5244 umdrads of man, women, and
ehidren o Southen plantations o a5e meney forthe canstruction
. Thcugh they Haced incredibie haresig

GU272.americanancestors.org
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£ American Ancestors. o o v

sumwsToR DG e G oz s Ressaac 1r

GU272.americanancestors.org
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Free People of Color

Records

118

Free People of Color in Louisiana
0L/ poe

louisianadigitallibrary.org

119

ReFister of free colored persons entitled to remain in the state.
Volume 1, 1840-1856.

louisianadigitallibrary.org
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Register of Free Colored Persons Entitled to Remain in

the State, Vol, 1, 1840-1856, Louisiana Digital Library
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Louisiana Freedmen's Bureau Field Office Records, 1865-1872

The Bureau of Refugees, Freedmen, and Abandoned Lands (often called the Freedmens Bureau)
was created in 1865 at the &nd of the American Cvil War to supervise relief efforts ineluding
education, health care, food and clathing, refugee camps, legalization of marriages, emgloyment,
Iabor eontracts, and pay. bounty v pensions il
! tand d, account books, app rations, applications
for relief, court records, labor contracts, registers of bounty claimants, registers of complaints,
registers of contracts, registers of disbursements, registers of freedmen issued rations, registers
of patients. reports, rosters of officers and employees, special and general orders and circulars
received, special orders and circulars issued, records relating to daims, court trials, property
restoration, and homesteads. This collection corresponds with NARA microfilm publications
M1905 and M1483, Records of the Field Offices for the State of Louisiana and New Oriesns,

Bureau of Refugees, Freedmen, and Abandoned Land:

8651872,

@

FamilySearch.org
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Institutional Records
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Louisiana State Penitentiary
Records, 1866-1963

i 36
volumes of registers of convicts admitted to the prison. This collection is
being published as images become available.

@ O IO UsE T COLLECTION T

Q searcH
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8/20/2024

Geneslogles  Catalog  Books

Family Tree  Sesrch  Memories Getlnvolved Activities

y Records, 1866-1963 w Correctionsl Institution recards
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Register of the Louisiana Penitentiary, FamilySearch
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Register of the Louisiana Penitentiary, FamilySearch
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Film/Digital Notes

Note Location Collection/ Shelf Film  Image Group Number (DGS) Format
Ragiter ook 3856-1875  Family History israry. United States & Canad 2nd Floot Fim ey 7902503 Qe
sosess
Entries and releases 1871-1882 Family History Library United States & Canada 2nd Ficor Film froms 7902903 Qe
906698
Entries 300 reeases 1872:1879 Famiy History Ubrory Unitad States & Canad 2nd Floor Fim vy 7902903 Qe
Entries and releases 18781882 Family History Library United States & Canada 2nd Floor Film 1’"’““"; 7302903 Qe
sosess
Names of inmates 1875-1878  Family History Library United States & Caneda 2nd Fleor Film e § 7758751 (-]
. s08633
Entries and releases 1066-1872 Family History Library United States & Canads 2nd Floor Fiim " 7758751 L]
20708
Record of patients 1065-1084 _ Family Htory Ubrary Unted States & Canado 2nd Foar Fim oo 5346772 ®
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Insane Asylum Register Book, FamilySearch

131

Insane Asylum Register Book, FamilySearch
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: e Review

-

- |

- | 1. The 19th Century in Louisiana had many
= large historical milestones, which created
= many records.

- | 2. Don't limit research to only census

- records and vital records — seek out as
- many records as you can, including

- browsable collections on FamilySearch.
9

a ,

- 1

- +

e t

-

o ‘

- |

= |

- I

QUESTIONS?

Schedule a consultation

consultations@nehgs.org

Hire Research Services
research@nehgs.org

134
Consultations
Book a one-on-one -
consultation with [= ;ﬁlil
agenealogist and : *
receive help with your - A
family history research! [=] ¢
AmericanAncestors.org/ -
2 SCAN ME
Expert-Help/Consultations @ 24
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THANK YOU!

AmericanAncestors.org/Education
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