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Voice of
W Hallie Kirchner,
Genealogist

Strategies for
Locating Immigrant
Origins

Start with what you know

* Begin by reviewing all
available data on an
ancestor

* Analyze records to see
whether they agree (or
not) on origins

* Locate any gaps in your
research
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What you need

* Approximately when they arrived in the U.S.

* A town or county in the place of origin (i.e.
Ireland, Germany, Russia)

* Several data points to compare
— Birthdate

— Parents’ names

— Siblings’ names and birth order

Research the family

* Don't just focus on your
direct ancestor, include
siblings

* Particularly useful for
female lines

¢ Exhaust American
sources first

¢ Cluster/FAN research

(2}
A 04

Confirm with records in

the Old Country
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Where to look

* Start with the low-hanging fruit: immigration and
naturalization records

» Examine other key sources: census, vital, and
church records

¢ Turn to alternate or underused sources: land,
newspaper, fraternal organizations, cemetery, etc.

¢ Cluster or FAN research

7/30/2024

10

“Low-hanging fruit”

* Place of origin appears in an immigration or
naturalization record
— 20t century records
g 1 “ NI Ll (Ydo t L % S
Rt A g
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* Parents names appear in a vital or church record

Key sources

S
* “Key sources” are |

essential for establishing
identity and linking
generations and usually
contain information
about birthplaces and
parents

¢ Census, vital, church

12
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Alternate/underused sources

* Sources that do not explicitly ask for info about
origins/parents

* Unique or hard-to-find collections

* Land records, newspapers, bank records, fraternal
organizations, cemetery records, and social clubs

13

Emigrant Savings Bank Test Book

14

Tip

Don't forget the family

archives!
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“This is grandpa’s hometown
Spubhler’s all over the place...”

Postcard of Alsenz, Germany, 28 July
196[7]

16

(7)
Consider context and

world history

Boundary changes

¢ Towns don’t move, but boundaries do

* Maps of Europe redrawn after WWI and WWII

* Use gazetteers to research place names

* Jurisdictions affect how records are created,
maintained, and stored

18
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Census, Vital, and
Church Records

Where to look

* Start with the low-hanging fruit: immigration and
naturalization records

* Examine other key sources: census, vital, and
church records

¢ Turn to alternate or underused sources: land,
newspaper, fraternal organizations, cemetery, etc.

¢ Cluster or FAN research

20

Clues in Census Records

* 1850 on: birthplace

1880-1930: birthplace of parents

1900-1930: year of immigration

* 1870, 1940, 1950: citizenship status

21

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 7



Class 5: Researching Immigrant Ancestors to America, 1620-1965 7/30/2024

Clues in Vital and Church Records

* Vital records vary based on place and time but
many ask for the birthplace and information
about the parents

* Church records may contain more detail than civil
records

22
Clues in Vital and Church Records
Philadelphia Birth Parish Baptism
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Sophia Wilhelmine

Born 21 January 1873 Brooklyn

Baptized 1 May

Father: Adolph von Borstel from Westerwanna
Mother: Charlotte Rolffs from Freiburg

1873 baptism, Zion German Evangelical Address 169 Sackett
Lutheran Church, Brooklyn
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Freiburg/Elbe Lutheran Church baptisms, 1832, baptized 25 November
1832
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QUESTIONS?

Alternate Sources

You never know what you'll find

¢ Look where it should be...and where it shouldn’t
be

* You always find it in the last place you look

30
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Where to look

Start with the low-hanging fruit: immigration and
naturalization records

Examine other key sources: census, vital, and
church records

Turn to alternate or underused sources: land,
newspaper, fraternal organizations, cemetery, etc.

Cluster or FAN research

7/30/2024

31

Where to look

Land records

— Give the current and sometimes former place of
residence of the grantor/grantee

Newspapers
— Obituaries, social organizations, anniversary notices

Fraternal organizations or women’s clubs
— Many based on ethnic origin or religion
— Typically had an application process

Cemeteries
— May be based on a social group or religion

32

Fraternal Organizations

' * Odd Fellows

* Foresters

* Knights of Columbus
* Elks

* Shriners

* Rotary Club

33
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b |
MA Catholic Order of Foresters

34

Case Study: Charles
Clinton

Charles Clinton

* Died 1773 and buried at Woodlawn Cemetery,
New Windsor, NY

* Headstone is clearly not contemporary

36
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Charles Clinton

His journal describes leaving from Co. Longford,
Ireland and traveling aboard the George and Ann
in 1729

I took my Journey from the county Longford on friday
the 9* day of May. Came to Dublin y* 12th do. Entered
on ship Board the ship eall'd the George and Ann y* 18th,
sett sail the 20th, came to anchor at Glanarm on the 2d4th,
where Matt. M-Clawghry and his wife and 2 of his family
went on shoar and quit their voyage. Sett sail from
Glanarm on y* 25th, and came to anchor at Green Castle
in the Lough of derry the 26th, where we stay'd tll y*
29th, then sett sail in company with the John of Dublin
bound for New Castle in the same country. ... June
¥ 2d, we had a fair breese for our westerly course. . . .
A Return of the pr'sons that Died on board y* George and
Ann,

7/30/2024

37

Land Records

¢ Ulster County, New York land records provide a
townland in Co. Longford

“late of Sorn in the County of Longford”
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Townlands

Townlands.ie

HH

39

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center

13



Class 5: Researching Immigrant Ancestors to America, 1620-1965 7/30/2024

Case Study: Clara
Klabin

Where to look

* Start with the low-hanging fruit: immigration and
naturalization records

* Examine other key sources: census, vital, and
church records

e Turn to alternate or underused sources: land,
newspaper, fraternal organizations, cemetery, etc.

¢ Cluster or FAN research

41

Clara Klabin

* Born ca. 1886

¢ Married to Julius Klabin

¢ Julius born in “Drinsk, Russia”

* Born in Lithuania or Russia per census records

* Immigrated 1905 per census records but no
passenger manifest or naturalization found

* Died 1946 in Brooklyn

42
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7/30/2024
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Birthplace: Wilner, Russia?

43

I ANES IS B

Burial Place: Beth David Cemeter
Clara Klabin death certificate (1946) Y

44

Beth David Cemetery

* Phone call was able to provide lot information

¢ Clara and Julius were buried in the lot of the

Rafalovker Benevolent Association
— Burial societies (chevra kadisha) often based

around town of origin
— Rafalivka, Ukraine

45
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JewishGen Communities Database

Searching for Town (Phonetically like) : RAFALOVKA

Run on Thu, 25 Jul 2024 09:52:30 -0400

e 1930
. e
c.1950 | Between Wars
Before WWI | 5of
B Other Names Allce WWIL || Town,/ Distret | o/ Distriet / | JGFF
Country Provinee / Peoiies, SRS
? Country
Country
ke

JewishGen Town Finder

46

Clara Klabin

Death Burial

¢ From “Wilner, Russia” * Buried with a society for
people from Rafalivka,

* “Wilner” is likely a Ukraine

phonetic guess for the

spelling of Clara’s place  * At the time of Clara’s

of origin birth, this was part of
the Russian Empire

47

JewishGen Communities Database

Searching for Town (Phonetically like) : RAFALOVKA

Run on Thu, 23 Jul 2024 09:53:30 -0400

Sl «. 1900
c.1950 | Between BeforeWWI | sof
AT TOWR & her Nasmes After WWIL || Town/ Distriet | vy Distriet / | JGFF
“on ‘!M:/ { / Provinee Entries
" e Country
| Rattoria

bieka [Poll

Number of matches

Volhynia Gubernia

Wlingk, Veiinski, Wolingki, Velensiii, Welensk), Welenskys, Voiin,

Was located in What 5 now narthest ULTain, on tha border with Poland and Batsrus. The shaded ares of 3 Tt shows the
te borders of Valkyria compared to todar's Intenational borders.

48
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Next steps

* Are there any records of the Rafalovker
Benevolent Association?

* Do records from the Jewish community of
Rafalivka, Ukraine survive?

* Do any of Clara’s associates also come from
Rafalivka?

49

Where to look

Start with the low-hanging fruit: immigration and
naturalization records

* Examine other key sources: census, vital, and
church records

¢ Turn to alternate or underused sources: land,
newspaper, fraternal organizations, cemetery, etc.

Cluster or FAN research

50

Cluster Research
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Where to look

* Start with the low-hanging fruit: immigration and
naturalization records

» Examine other key sources: census, vital, and
church records

¢ Turn to alternate or underused sources: land,
newspaper, fraternal organizations, cemetery, etc.

* Cluster or FAN research

7/30/2024

52

What is Cluster Research?

A research technique used to learn more about
an ancestor by examining records left by the
ancestor's cluster (also called FAN club)

— Family/Friends

— Associates

— Neighbors

53

Family
* Family members with the same surname

* Consider others:
— Maiden name of spouse
— In-laws
— Cousins (1°t and others)
— Grandparents
— Great-Grandparents
— Step-Parents/Siblings

54
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Friends

* Witnesses to events
— Baptismal sponsors

— Marriage witnesses
— Witnesses to land and probate records

55

Associates

¢ Associated Persons
— Politics

— Occupation
— Education

— Religion
— Clubs

* Associated Places
— Place of Birth
— Death Details

56

Neighbors

* Household neighbors

¢ Individuals buried in
the same or
surrounding cemetery
plots

¢ Pew assignments

57
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Cluster Research for
Immigrant Origins

Assume: Amongst an immigrant ancestor’s
friends, associates, and neighbors are individuals
with a shared origin

Hypothesize: If a preponderance of cluster
members are from X, then my ancestor is likely
from X as well

Confirm: Do the records from X support my
conclusion?

7/30/2024

58

Why Cluster Research?

Ancestor immigrated prior to detailed passenger
and naturalization records

Sources identify only the country of origin, not
the county, town, village, etc.

Distinguish between individuals and places of the
same name

59

Why Cluster Research?
Record loss in origin country
Place name on record corrupted or indecipherable

Female immigrant ancestors: men more often
found in immigration sources

60
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Finding your cluster

* Who appears on records with your ancestor?
— Witnesses to events
— Grantors/grantees

* Who appears on records near your ancestor?
— Abutters on land records
— Same page of the census

* Who has the same surname in the same town?
(rural)

7/30/2024

61

Finding your cluster

* What social groups did your ancestor belong to?
— Fraternal organizations
— Churches
— Jewish aid societies
— Burial societies

62

Cluster Research

Neighbors of
Neighbors

Associates of
Associates

Your
Ancestor

63
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Feiga Pastarnak

m1 Wolf Seligman ma. Sora Berman ? ?

1
Goldie Augustowsky
(19681946

Seligman-Augustowsky Cluster

11869.1942) (1860-1931) (1880-1951) . Michael Kautman
m. Ela Cohen m.Jennie Augustowsky . Rachel Frank +
|
Rose H. Seligman m. Isadere E. Kaufman Pearl Kaufman
(19011980} (1893-1966) (1896-1957)
A of A A Family

64

2

Make it easy to review

and compare data

Sponsors of Moran baptisms

//
/
Name Date of Baptism | Sponsors /
William James Moran 1 Feb 1868 James McDermott, Katy /
McDermott /

Patrick Moran

30 Nov 1871

Hugh and Bridget Moran~

Mabel Moran

14 April 1873

Michael[?] Walsh, Margaret Moran

Sarah Ellen Moran
Joseph Moran

Dec 1874

[19Jan 1877

?atrick Stanton, Mary Stanton
John Beirne, Sarah McDermott

Francis Moran
Mary Moran

16 Feb 1878

[ 10ct 1881

Peter Brock, Sarah Cunningham
Joseph Hall, Kate Kennedy

George Bernard Moran

4 Nov 1883

Michael Kennedy, Susan
«Scarry/Scurry

John Augustine Moran

2 May 1886

AN

James L. Kahill, Isabella Simmons

Adeline Moran

14 May 1888

- *
i James Scarry, Agnes Simmons |

\

66
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Associates of Dennis Breslin

rrival
Year

M
Patrick Ward Ward abt 1814 | 1848 1854

brather of
Michael F. Ward_| Patrick Ward | abt

1823|1845 1855

67

QUESTIONS?

Case Study: Matthias
Wind
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7/30/2024

Finding immigrant origins

* Review and analyze all extant records

¢ Exhaust American sources

¢ Determine the network and do cluster research

* Analyze new records and draw conclusions

70

Matthias Wind

e Born ca. 1813-1814 in Germany
* Immigrated ca. 1836

* Lived in Elizabeth, New Jersey

* Married Anna Catherine Gaherny/Gordon|[?]
* Had 7 or 8 children

* Died 16 July 1899 in Elizabeth
* Matthias was Catholic (burial)

71

1850 Census, Elizabeth, NJ

72
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1850 Census, Elizabeth, NJ

73

Neighbor: Jacob Wind

* Jacob Wind is living a few houses down from
Matthias Wind in 1850 in Elizabeth, NJ with the
John and Mary Hauk family

* Jacob Wind was born in 1833 in Germany

* John and Mary Hauk were born in Germany

74

Neighbor: Frances Wind
* Born about 1782 in Germany

* Enumerated with the Eller family in Elizabeth in
1850

Peter and Eve Eller were also born in Germany,
their children were born in NJ

]
1
H
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iz 2| Doty ¢ dlinn 15
|| e Lo 23 x
Pl
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1 N /PO 7 S P

|
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Kdasd.sy,
N A
- ¥ Z
&2 # | 1 2 2
A ok |/Adam Wind A8
2 N - Kedaadlis i |
: 'ZIMargaretha do. 49 7
4 { iAchonia do. 22
2 |Johannesdo. | 20
) ‘}Johann Houk 22
3 %'Anna Maria do.; -~ 237~ 4
: Johannes do.
y 2 TMathias Wind m.
i3y | Jacob Wind %
TP ?1 Catherine Wind &::24...
o Rk Honin

77

1850 Census, Elizabeth, NJ

78
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Associates: John and Mary
Houk/Hauk

* John and Mary (Anna Maria) Hauk immigrated aboard
the same ship as Matthias Wind, both were born about
1812

* John and Mary Hauk lived a few houses down from
Matthias Wind in Elizabeth

* John and Mary Hauk had a boarder [relationship
unknown] with the surname Wind

* John Hauk died and Mary married William Klein; her
place of birth was given in the marriage record as
Bornheim

* > likely close relationship between the Hauk and Wind
families

79

Associate: Adam Wind

* Adam Wind was on board the ship Europe with
Matthias Wind, the Hauk family, and a couple
named Jacob and Catherine Wind

* Adam Wind intended to settle in Philadelphia

¢ Adam Wind was born about 1788

* Adam’s wife was named Margarethe, his children
were Apollonia and Johannes

80

pre bea 27, Jenuar 1836,
#bam Wind, Aderémann, ju Bornbeim, ift ges
fonnen, mit feiner Familie mach Nordamerifa audjus
wanbern; welches man jur algemeinen Kenninif bringt,
bamit bicjenigen, welche Forderungen an benfelben has
ben, foldye fnnerbald vier Worhen bei bem competens
ten Geridyte geltend und daven anber bie Anyeige mas
dyen Tomuen.
fanbdau, ben 20, Januar 1836,
Dad Rénigl, Landeommiffariat,
Peterfen

27 Jan 1836
Adam Wind, peasant in Bornheim, is of the mind to emigrate with his family to North
America; this is made general knowledge so that anyone who has claims against him can
assert such claims at the court in the next four weeks.

Emigration notice, Amts-und Intelligenzblatt des

Koniglich Bayerishcen Rheinkreisis, 31 Jan 1836

81
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pre ben 27, Jenuvar 1836,

Abam Wind, Aderémann, ju Bornbeim, ift ges
fonnen, mit feiner Familie nach Nordamerita audgus
wanbern; weldes man jur algemeinen KRennini bringt,
bamit dicjenigen, welhe Forverungen an benfelben hae
ben, foldye fnnerbalb vier Wochen bri bem competens
ten Geridhte geltend und dbavon anber die Anjeige mas
dyen Tomuen.

fanbau, ben 20. Januar 18306.

Dad Rénigl. Landbeommiffariat.

Peterfen

27 Jan 1836
Adam Wind, peasant in Bornheim, is of the mind to emigrate with his family to North
America; this is made general knowledge so that anyone who has claims against him can
assert such claims at the court in the next four weeks.

Adam Wind came from Bornheim in
Bavaria!

Emigration notice, Amts-und Intelligenzblatt des

Kaniglich Bayerishcen Rheinkreises, 31 Jan 1836

82

The Bornheim Lead

¢ There were several Wind households in Elizabeth,
NJ in 1850

¢ The Elizabeth, N] Wind families attended
Catholic churches

¢ There were several Wind families that sailed
aboard the Europe in 1836

* One of the Wind families, headed by Adam Wind,
was from Bornheim in Bavaria

¢ There was a Catholic church in Bornheim

83

Can we find in Bornheim?

Frances Wind, born about 1782, possibly married name Wind, possibly related to the Eller/Ellen family

Adam Wind, born about 1788

Margarethe (___) Wind, born about 1789

Apollonia Wind, born about 1814, daughter of Adam and Margarethe
Johannes Wind, born about 1816, son of of Adam and Margarethe

Johannes Hauk, born about 1814

Anna Maria (___) Hauk, born about 1813, wife of Johannes Hauk

Johannes Hauk, born about 1835, son of Johannes and Anna Maria Hauk

Matthias Wind, born circa 1810-1814
Jacob Wind, born about 1812

Catherine (___) Wind, born about 1812, wife of Jacob Wind

Jacob Wind, born about 1833, lived with the Hauk family in 1850

84
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4BACK TO SEARCH RESULTS @ PRINT [ Cataiog Print Lst (0)

Kirchenbuch, 1785-1941 [Pt |

https://www.familysearch.org/search/catalog/816717availability=Family%20History%20Library

85

Church Record Search

 Setup a spreadsheet

* Determine what years and what type of record you
are most interested in

* Check to see if there is an index (Register), and
extract names and page numbers from the index

* If there is no index, start browsing for your
surname

86

Bornheim Spreadsheet (Excel)
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Bornheim Spreadsheet

23500 18

88

Can we find in Bornheim?

¢ Adam Wind, born about 1788, married
Margarethe , at least two children, Apollonia
(b. 1814) and Johannes (b. 1816)

89
Can we find in Bornheim?
¢ Jacob Wind, born about 1833, lived with the Hauk
family
90
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S.S. Thracian, 1 July 1837, New York City
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Children of Jacob Wind and
Franziska Diemer

Baptism
LastName GivenName  Location Father Mother £5 Godparent(s)

Wind AnnaMaria  Bornheim  Jacob Wind Francisca Diemer 26 Nov 1811 Anna Maria Diemer
Wind Catharina Bornheim  Jacob Wind Francisca Diemer 29 Dec 1804 Gertrude Diemer

Wind Eva Elisabetha  Bornheim  Jacob Wind Francisca Diemer 2911817 Eva Elisabetha
Wind Johann Jacob  Bornheim Jacob Wind Francisca Diemer 27 Sep 1807 Johann Jacob Strehl
Wind Margaretha  Bornheim  Jacob Wind Francisca Diemer 12 Aug 1814 Margaretha Somerauer
Wind Maria Barbara  Bornheim  Jacob Wind Francisca Diemer 12 Dec 1802 Maria Barbara Wind
Wind Matthias Bornheim  Jacob Wind Francisca Diemer 23 Nov 1808 Matthias Wellenreuter

Anna Maria Wind married (1) Johannes Hauk and (2) William Klein. She moved from
Bornheim to Elizabeth, NJ.
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Children of Jacob Wind and
Franziska Diemer

Baptism
LastName GivenName  Location Father Mother Date Godparent(s)

Wind AnnaMaria  Bornheim  Jacob Wind Francisca Diemer 26 Nov 1811 Anna Maria Diemer
Wind Catharina Bornheim  Jacob Wind Francisca Diemer 29 Dec 1804 Gertrude Diemer

Wind Eva Elisabetha  Bornheim  Jacob Wind Francisca Diemer 291ul 1817 Eva Elisabetha ___
Wind Johann Jacob  Bornheim  Jacob Wind Francisca Diemer 27 Sep 1807 Johann Jacob Strehl
Wind Margaretha  Bornheim  Jacob Wind Francisca Diemer 12 Aug 1814 Margaretha Somerauer
Wind MariaBarbara  Bornheim  Jacob Wind Francisca Diemer 12 Dec 1802 Maria Barbara Wind
Wind Matthias Bornheim  Jacob Wind Francisca Diemer 23 Nov 1808 Matthias Wellenreuter

Catharina Wind gave birth to an illegitimate son, Jacob Wind, in 1832. They
immigrated to the U.S. in 1837. What happened to Catharina is unknown. Jacob went
to lived with his aunt and uncle, the Hauks. His uncle John Hauk taught him to be a
tailor.

93
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Children of Jacob Wind and
Franziska Diemer

Baptism
LastName GivenName  Location  Father Mother Date Godparent(s)

Wind AnnaMaria  Bornheim  Jacob Wind Francisca Diemer 26 Nov 1811 Anna Maria Diemer
Wind Catharina Bornheim  Jacob Wind Francisca Diemer 29 Dec 1804 Gertrude Diemer

Wind Eva Elisabetha  Bornheim  Jacob Wind Francisca Diemer 291011817 Eva Elisabetha

Wind Johann Jacob  Bornheim Jacob Wind Francisca Diemer 27 Sep 1807 Johann Jacob Strehl
Wind Margaretha  Bornheim  Jacob Wind Francisca Diemer 12 Aug 1814 Margaretha Somerauer
Wind Maria Barbara  Bornheim  Jacob Wind Francisca Diemer 12 Dec 1802 Maria Barbara Wind
Wind Matthias Bornheim  Jacob Wind Francisca Diemer 23 Nov 1808 Matthias Wellenreuter

Eva Elisabetha Wind immigrated to the U.S. in 1837 with her sister Catherine and
nephew Jacob. What happened to her after her arrival is unknown.

7/30/2024
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Children of Jacob Wind and
Franziska Diemer

Baptism

LastName GivenName  Location Father Mother Date Godparent(s)
Wind AnnaMaria  Bornheim Jacob Wind Francisca Diemer 26 Nov 1811 Anna Maria Diemer
Wind Catharina Bornheim  Jacob Wind Francisca Diemer 29 Dec 1804 Gertrude Diemer

Wind Eva Elisabetha  Bornheim  Jacob Wind Francisca Diemer 2911817 Eva Elisabetha
Wind Johann Jacob  Bornheim Jacob Wind Francisca Diemer 27 Sep 1807 Johann Jacob Strehl
Wind Margaretha  Bornheim  Jacob Wind Francisca Diemer 12 Aug 1814 Margaretha Somerauer
Wind Maria Barbara  Bornheim  Jacob Wind Francisca Diemer 12 Dec 1802 Maria Barbara Wind
Wind Matthias Bornheim  Jacob Wind Francisca Diemer 23 Nov 1808 Matthias Wellenreuter

Matthias Wind, our original research subject.

95

Conclusion: Matthias Wind’'s
birthplace and parents are
confirmed

¢ Matthias Wind of Bornheim was born a bit earlier
than expected but we have seen that when it
comes to Wind families in Elizabeth, NJ, “all roads
lead to Bornheim.”

96
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Finding origins

Review what you
know

9

Exhaust it
N Search immigration
American and citizenship records
sources first 9

Search key sources

Look where
information should
be...and where it
shouldn’t be

Don't neglect
family
members
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QUESTIONS?

Hire Research Services
research@nehgs.org

Chat with a Genealogist
AmericanAncestors.org/chat

Consultations

Book a one-on-one
consultation with [=
agenealogist and .

m
receive help with your

family history research! [

AmericanAncestors.org/ -
4 ‘[' M
Expert-Help/Consultations SRR
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Search Events Join Give 10 Millon Names Publictions Expart Help Tools Signature Projects Canters & ntiatives

Researching Immigrant Ancestors to America, 1620—
1965

Immigrant Ancs

www.americanancestors.org/researching-immigrant-ancestors-america-1620-1965
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THANK YOU!

AmericanAncestors.org/Education
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