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Repositories

Online Repositories
• General genealogy websites (“Big 3”)

– Ancestry.com ($)
– FamilySearch.org (free)
– AmericanAncestors.org ($, free guest option)

• Location-specific websites
– Archives of a specific state, county, or city
– Ex: Louisiana Digital Library

• Record-specific websites
– Fold3.com (military records)

https://www.ancestry.com/
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https://www.ancestry.com/

https://www.ancestry.com/

Index Only vs. Image
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Tip
Always locate the 

original record

Wildcards

• Symbols used to replace or represent one or more 
characters
? = 1 character
* = 1 or more character

• Example: You can use the following variations to 
search for “Rose”
– Ros? Rose, Rosa, Rosy, Ross
– R*e Reese, Ritchie, Ronnie, Rosie

https://www.familysearch.org/en/united-states/
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https://www.familysearch.org/search/catalog

https://www.familysearch.org/search/catalog

https://www.familysearch.org/search/catalog/
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https://www.familysearch.org/search/catalog/

https://www.familysearch.org/

https://www.familysearch.org/
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https://www.americanancestors.org/

https://www.americanancestors.org/browse-database

https://www.americanancestors.org/search/databasesearch/1574/alabama-
marriages-1816-1957
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https://www.americanancestors.org/

Physical Repositories

Federal and 
state archives

Town or city 
halls

Local historical 
societies

Public or 
private 
libraries

Colleges and 
universities

Genealogical 
societies

Regional 
museums

Lineage 
societies

Tip
Familiarize yourself 
with their resources 
before making a trip
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researchworks.oclc.org/archivegrid/

researchworks.oclc.org/archivegrid/

Research Guides
• Tools created to help you identify various 

resources relating to a particular subject
– Also called subject guides and libguides
– May contain recommendations for books, articles, 

collections, databases, web resources

• Many repositories have created research guides 
related to African American history and 
genealogy

• Can help you get acquainted with the repository’s 
resources
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https://www.prattlibrary.org/research/guides/african-american-genealogy

https://www.americanancestors.org/tools/african-american-genealogy

Finding Aids

• Describe the history of a collection and how the 
materials are arranged

• Parts of a finding aid:
– Summary of the collection
– Abstract or brief biography
– Inventory outline (includes series, boxes, folders, items)
– Linear feet
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https://www.masshist.org/collection-guides/view/fa0430

https://www.masshist.org/collection-guides/view/fa0430
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