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Resources

https://www.familysearch.org/en/wiki/Main_Page

https://www.familysearch.org/en/wiki/North_Carolina,_United_States_Genealogy
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https://www.familysearch.org/en/wiki/Randolph_County,_North_Carolina_Genealogy

https://www.familysearch.org/en/wiki/Randolph_County,_North_Carolina_Genealogy

Published Resources

• Researchers have conducted study projects or 
extracted information into published resources

• Can be based on:
– Record types
– Subject matter
– Location

• Consult WorldCat.org and American Ancestors 
library catalog (library.nehgs.org)
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Digital Resources

• Scholars have created online databases or 
resources focused on African American history. 
Can also be based on:
– Specific records
– Subject matter
– Location 

• Often through colleges and universities

https://freeafricanamericans.com/

https://dlas.uncg.edu/
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https://freedomonthemove.org/

https://freedomonthemove.org/

Local Histories
• Popular during the 19th century 

• Rarely cited—be sure to locate other records to 
confirm!

• Often include biographies or family sketches of 
prominent figures

• Ancestor may not be specifically named, but can still 
provide insight into what records to consult

• Ex: History of the Early Settlement of Bridgewater, in 
Plymouth County, Massachusetts, including an 
extensive Family Register by Mitchell Nahum
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Digital Books

• https://archive.org/

• https://www.hathitrust.org/

• https://books.familysearch.org

• https://books.google.com/

• https://openlibrary.org/

• http://library.si.edu/digital-library

Personal Narratives

• First-person accounts can provide powerful 
details of an individual’s lived experience
– Written works (memoirs, autobiographies)
– Oral histories
– Personal letters and diaries

• Can be found at colleges and universities, local 
historical societies, libraries, archives, and your 
own home!

https://www.loc.gov/collections/slave-narratives-from-the-federal-writers-project-1936-to-
1938/about-this-collection/
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